
house of representatives leadership

house of representatives leadership plays a pivotal role in shaping the legislative agenda, maintaining order,
and guiding the policies enacted within the lower chamber of the United States Congress. This leadership
structure consists of several key positions, each with distinct responsibilities and influence over the
legislative process. Understanding the hierarchy and functions of the house of representatives leadership
provides insight into how laws are formulated, debated, and passed. This article explores the main leadership
roles, their duties, and the impact they have on both the legislative body and the nation. Additionally, it
examines the election process for these positions and the strategic importance of leadership in steering
legislative priorities. The following sections will delve into the Speaker of the House, Majority and Minority
Leaders, Whips, and other essential leadership roles in detail.
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Overview of House of Representatives Leadership

The house of representatives leadership comprises elected officials who manage the legislative agenda and
maintain order in the chamber. Leadership roles are vital in coordinating party strategy, facilitating
communication among members, and ensuring the smooth operation of legislative business. These leaders represent
the interests of their respective political parties and work to advance their policy goals within the complex
framework of Congress. The leadership structure reflects the political balance of power, with positions
allocated based on the majority and minority parties.

Importance of Leadership in the House

Effective leadership within the House of Representatives is essential for the passage of legislation and the
exercise of oversight functions. Leaders set the tone for debate, prioritize bills for discussion, and negotiate
compromises between parties. Their influence extends beyond procedural management to strategic political
maneuvering that can affect national policy and governance.

Key Leadership Positions

The primary leadership roles include the Speaker of the House, Majority Leader, Minority Leader, and Whips. Each
position carries specific responsibilities that contribute to the overall functionality and political dynamics of
the House. Beyond these, committee chairs and party caucus leaders also hold considerable sway in shaping
legislation and party direction.



The Speaker of the House

The Speaker of the House is the highest-ranking official in the house of representatives leadership and holds
significant authority in legislative and administrative matters. Elected by the entire membership of the House, the
Speaker typically belongs to the majority party and serves as its principal leader. This role is
constitutionally mandated and is second in the presidential line of succession, following the Vice President.

Roles and Responsibilities of the Speaker

The Speaker presides over House sessions, maintains order, and interprets procedural rules. Additionally, the
Speaker controls the legislative agenda by deciding which bills come to the floor for debate and vote. They
also represent the House in official capacities and play a central role in negotiations with the Senate and the
Executive Branch.

Influence on Policy and Legislation

The Speaker's leadership significantly impacts the prioritization of policy issues and the advancement of the
majority party’s platform. Through strategic appointments to committees and management of floor debate, the
Speaker steers legislative outcomes and shapes national policy direction.

Majority and Minority Leaders

The Majority Leader and Minority Leader serve as the chief spokespeople and strategists for their respective
parties within the House. While the Majority Leader represents the party in power, the Minority Leader leads the
opposition. Both roles are vital in coordinating legislative efforts and managing party discipline.

Responsibilities of the Majority Leader

The Majority Leader assists the Speaker by scheduling legislation for floor consideration and rallying party
members to support key initiatives. This leader communicates party positions, negotiates with the minority
party, and works to ensure the passage of the majority's legislative priorities.

Role of the Minority Leader

The Minority Leader organizes opposition to the majority's agenda, formulates alternative policies, and
advocates for the interests of the minority party. This leader also serves as the main liaison between minority
members and external stakeholders, including the media and interest groups.

Whips and Their Responsibilities

Whips are essential components of the house of representatives leadership, responsible for securing party
discipline and mobilizing votes. Both the majority and minority parties have Whips who assist their respective
leaders in managing legislative business.

Functions of the Whip

Whips monitor member attendance, gauge support for legislation, and persuade members to vote in line with



party positions. They communicate the leadership’s priorities and ensure that members are informed about
upcoming votes and debates.

Importance of Whips in Legislative Strategy

Whips play a strategic role in advancing or blocking legislation by coordinating member votes and negotiating
compromises. Their ability to influence individual representatives is crucial in closely contested legislative
matters.

Committee Leadership and Influence

Committee chairs and ranking members also form an important part of the house of representatives leadership.
Committees conduct detailed review and modification of legislation and oversee various government functions.

Committee Chairs

Chairs are typically members of the majority party and wield significant power over committee agendas,
hearings, and markup sessions. They influence which bills advance to the full House and can shape the content
of legislation extensively.

Ranking Members

Ranking members lead the minority party members within committees and provide opposition perspectives. They
work to hold the majority accountable and seek to influence legislation through negotiation and amendment
proposals.

Impact of Committee Leadership on Legislation

The effectiveness and priorities of committee leadership directly affect the legislative process. Strong
leadership can expedite the passage of important bills, while weak or divided leadership might stall legislative
progress.

Election and Selection of House Leadership

House of representatives leadership positions are filled through elections conducted within each party’s
caucus or conference. These elections occur at the beginning of each new Congress or when vacancies arise.

Process of Selecting the Speaker

The Speaker is elected by a majority vote of the entire House membership. Typically, the majority party
nominates a candidate who is then confirmed through a formal vote on the House floor.

Choosing Majority and Minority Leaders and Whips

Within each party, members elect their leaders through internal caucus or conference votes. These elections
determine who will serve as Majority and Minority Leaders, as well as Whips, reflecting the preferences and



strategic goals of the party members.

Factors Influencing Leadership Elections

Leadership elections are influenced by factors such as seniority, political skill, loyalty to party principles,
and the ability to unify diverse members. Successful candidates often demonstrate a capacity to manage
complex legislative challenges and foster party cohesion.

Speaker of the House: Elected by full House, leads majority party, presides over sessions1.

Majority Leader: Assists Speaker, schedules legislation, rallies party support2.

Minority Leader: Leads opposition, formulates alternative policies3.

Whips: Manage party discipline, secure votes, communicate leadership priorities4.

Committee Chairs: Direct committee agendas, influence bill progress5.

Ranking Members: Lead minority members on committees, provide oversight6.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the current Speaker of the House of Representatives?

As of 2024, the current Speaker of the House of Representatives is Mike Johnson.

What are the primary responsibilities of the House Speaker?

The House Speaker presides over House sessions, manages House proceedings, sets the legislative agenda, and
represents the majority party.

How is the leadership in the House of Representatives determined?

House leadership is elected by members of the House, typically along party lines, with the majority party
selecting the Speaker and other key leaders.

What roles do the Majority and Minority Leaders play in the House?

The Majority Leader assists the Speaker in scheduling legislation and managing the party's legislative priorities,
while the Minority Leader leads the opposition party and coordinates its strategy.

How does the House Majority Whip support House leadership?

The Majority Whip ensures party discipline by counting votes, persuading members to support party positions,
and communicating leadership's agenda.

Can House leadership positions change during a congressional session?

Yes, House leadership positions can change if there are resignations, elections, or shifts in party control during



a session.

What impact does House leadership have on the legislative process?

House leadership controls the flow of legislation, prioritizes bills, influences committee assignments, and plays
a crucial role in shaping policy outcomes.

Additional Resources
1. Leadership in the House: Navigating Power and Policy
This book explores the intricate dynamics of leadership within the U.S. House of Representatives. It examines
how Speakers and Majority Leaders build coalitions, manage legislative agendas, and influence policy outcomes.
Readers gain insight into the balance of power and the strategic decision-making necessary for effective
governance.

2. The Speaker’s Role: Authority and Influence in the House
Focusing on the pivotal role of the Speaker of the House, this book delves into the historical evolution and
contemporary responsibilities of the position. Through case studies and interviews, it highlights how Speakers
assert authority, manage party discipline, and steer legislative priorities in a complex political landscape.

3. Majority Whip Strategies: Mobilizing Votes in the House
This volume provides an in-depth look at the tactics and strategies employed by Majority Whips to secure
party unity and pass legislation. It discusses the challenges of vote counting, persuasion, and negotiation,
illustrating the delicate art of leadership behind the scenes in the House of Representatives.

4. House Leadership and Legislative Decision-Making
An analytical approach to understanding how House leaders influence the legislative process, this book
examines the interplay between leadership roles and policy outcomes. It covers topics such as agenda-setting,
committee management, and inter-party negotiations, offering a comprehensive view of leadership’s impact on
lawmaking.

5. The Dynamics of Minority Leadership in the House
This book sheds light on the strategies and challenges faced by minority party leaders in the House of
Representatives. It explores how Minority Leaders organize opposition, negotiate with the majority, and shape
political discourse despite limited formal power, providing a nuanced perspective on minority leadership.

6. Building Coalitions: Leadership and Party Unity in the House
Highlighting the importance of coalition-building, this book examines how House leaders foster party unity to
advance legislative goals. It discusses the roles of leadership offices in mediating conflicts, managing diverse
interests, and maintaining discipline within a politically fragmented environment.

7. Historical Perspectives on House Leadership
Offering a historical overview, this book traces the development of leadership roles in the House of
Representatives from its inception to modern times. It analyzes how changes in political culture, rules, and
institutional structures have shaped leadership strategies and effectiveness.

8. Effective Communication and Leadership in the House
This book focuses on the communication skills essential for successful leadership in the House of
Representatives. It covers public speaking, media relations, and interpersonal communication tactics that
leaders use to persuade colleagues, engage constituents, and convey their vision.

9. Ethics and Accountability in House Leadership
Addressing the ethical dimensions of political leadership, this book explores the standards and challenges of
maintaining accountability in the House of Representatives. It discusses cases of ethical dilemmas, transparency
initiatives, and the role of leadership in upholding integrity within the institution.
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  house of representatives leadership: Leadership Organizations in the House of
Representatives Scott Meinke, 2019-01-24 In recent Congresses, roughly half of the members of
the U.S. House of Representatives served in whip organizations and on party committees. According
to Scott R. Meinke, rising electoral competition and polarization over the past 40 years have altered
the nature of party participation. In the 1970s and 1980s, the participation of a wide range of
members was crucial to building consensus. Since then, organizations responsible for coordination
in the party have become dominated by those who follow the party line. At the same time, key
leaders in the House use participatory organizations less as forums for internal deliberations over
policy and strategy than as channels for exchanging information with supporters outside Congress,
and broadcasting sharply partisan campaign messages to the public.
  house of representatives leadership: Encyclopedia of leadership George R. Goethals,
2004-03-19 Click ′Additional Materials′ for downloadable samplesNot just for reference, this is an
essential learning resource for libraries and the personal collections of modern leaders. Narratives,
examples, photographs, and illustrations illuminate the ideas and concepts being examined, making
the set readable, attention-grabbing, and unordinary. Readers can explore leadership theories and
practices, and examine the effects of leadership. More volumes are promised in this source that
brings interest and excitement to a subject overlooked by the consultants, CEOs, and coaches whose
earlier works captured a small view of leadership subject matter. Summing Up: Highly
recommended for all collections.--CHOICEBecause there really is nothing available like this
encyclopedia, it is a must buy for academic libraries. Extremely well done, with good quality print
and illustrations, this work should become an important resource for active citizens as well as for
managers and scholars.--BOOKLIST (starred review)Because of its breadth, ease of navigation, high
level of scholarship, clear writing, and practical format, this model encyclopedia should help
establish leadership as a normative field of study. Highly recommended. --LIBRARY JOURNAL (star
review)SAGE has, again, been the first to hit the market with a major reference in a rapidly growing
field of the social sciences. Virtually every academic and large public library will need the
Encyclopedia of Leadership. --BOOK NEWSThe enormous demands on leadership in today′s
world-the rise of militant followings; the struggle of long-suppressed people to rise to leadership
positions; the heightened demand for moral, principled leadership--all these dynamic forces
contribute to making this encyclopedia timely--and timeless. --From the Foreword by James
MacGregor Burns, Williams College, author of Leadership and winner of the Pulitzer Prize and
National Book Award As the field of leadership studies expands, and the list of important authors
and concepts grows, the time is at hand for a comprehensive encyclopedia of leadership. This
collection will be welcomed by all who want to understand this important and complex
field.--Howard Gardner, John H. and Elisabeth A. Hobbs Professor of Cognition and Education at the
Harvard Graduate School of Education and author of Good Work: When Excellence and Ethics Meet
(2001) and Leading Minds: An Anatomy of Leadership (1995) In 1975 a wag declared that the
concept of leadership should be abandoned. It was not, of course. The 300 contributors to the
Encyclopedia of Leadership are leaders among the many thousands of scholars responsible for the
health and vast breadth of leadership studies. They show us that leadership plays an important,
increasingly integral role today in fields ranging from world politics to community
development.--Bernard M. Bass, Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Center for Leadership Studies,
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School of Management, Binghamton University and author of Transformational Leadership:
Industrial, Military and Educational Impact (1998) and Leadership and Performance beyond
Expectations (1985) This new Encyclopedia provides leaders with the historical perspective and a
vision of the tenuous future so essential if leaders of the future are to redefine leadership on their
own terms, with their own people.--Frances Hesselbein, Chairman of the Board of Governors, Leader
to Leader Institute (formerly the Drucker Foundation) and coeditor of On Creativity, Innovation, and
Renewal: A Leader to Leader Guide (2002) and Leading Beyond the Walls (1999)From the earliest
times people have been entranced by stories about leaders--about Greek city state rulers, Roman
consuls, Chinese emperors, religious potentates, military conquerors, and politicians. Perhaps more
importantly, leadership is a challenge and an opportunity facing millions of people in their
professional and personal lives. The Encyclopedia of Leadership brings together for the first time
everything that is known and truly matters about leadership as part of the human experience.
Developed by the award-winning editorial team at Berkshire Publishing Group, the Encyclopedia
includes hundreds of articles, written by 280 leading scholars and experts from 17 countries,
exploring leadership theories and leadership practice. Entries and sidebars show leadership in
action--in corporations and state houses, schools, churches, small businesses, and nonprofit
organizations. Questions the Encyclopedia of Leadership will answer: - What is a leader? - What is a
great leader? - How does someone become a leader? - What are the types of leadership? - How can
leadership theories help us understand contemporary situations? - How can I be a good (and maybe
great) leader? The Encyclopedia of Leadership is an unprecedented learning resource. Scholars,
students, professionals, and active citizens will turn to the Encyclopedia for guidance on the theory
and practice of leadership, for the stories of great leaders, and for the tools and knowledge they
need to lead in the 21st century. Key Features - Four volumes - 400 substantive articles, ranging in
length from 1000-6000 words - 200 photographs and other illustrations - 250 sidebars drawn from
public records, newspaper accounts, memoirs, and ethnography Key Themes - Biographies - Case
studies - Followers and followership - Gender issues - Leadership in different disciplines - Leadership
in different domains - Leadership styles - Personality characteristics - Situational factors - Theories
and concepts The Encyclopedia of Leadership will be a vital tool for librarians with collections in
business, management, history, politics, communication, psychology, and a host of other disciplines.
Students and teachers in courses ranging from history to psychology, anthropology, and law will also
find this an invaluable reference. In addition, there are nearly 900 leadership programs in American
post-secondary institutions and a growing number of efforts to develop leadership in high schools.
There are leadership studies majors and minors, as well as certificate and Ph.D. programs, in the
United States, Belgium, U.K., Japan, and elsewhere. Editorial Board Laurien Alexandre, Antioch
University Bruce Avolio, University of Nebraska, Lincoln Martin Chemers, University of California,
Santa Cruz Kisuk Cho, Ewha Womans University Joanne Ciulla, University of Richmond David
Collinson, Lancaster University, UK Yiannis Gabriel, Imperial College, London Zachary Green,
Alexander Institute and University of Maryland Keith Grint, Oxford University Michael Hogg,
University of Queensland Jerry Hunt, Texas Tech University Barbara Kellerman, Harvard University
Jean Lipman-Blumen, Claremont Graduate University Larraine Matusak, LarCon Associates Ronald
Riggio, Claremont McKenna College Jürgen Weibler, Fernuniversitat Hagen Contributors Include
Warren Bennis (Management) John Chandler (Higher Education) Cynthia Cherrey (International
Leadership Association)Bob Edgerton (Mau Mau Rebellion) Gene Gallagher (Religion) Betty Glad
(Camp David Accords and Tyrannical Leadership) Louis Gould (Woodrow Wilson and Lyndon
Johnson) Allen Guttmann (Modern Olympics Movement and Women′s Movement) Ronald Heifetz
(Adaptive Work) Dale Irvin (Ann Lee) David Malone (Billy Graham) Martin Marty (Martin Luther)
Kenneth Ruscio (Trust) Robert Solomon (Friedrich Nietzsche) Robert Sternberg (Intelligence and
Tacit Knowledge) Fay Vincent (Sports Industry) Gary Yukl (Influence Tactics and Group
Performance)
  house of representatives leadership: Gale Researcher Guide for: Congressional Leadership
Jennifer Hayes Clark, 2018-08-30 Gale Researcher Guide for: Congressional Leadership is selected



from Gale's academic platform Gale Researcher. These study guides provide peer-reviewed articles
that allow students early success in finding scholarly materials and to gain the confidence and
vocabulary needed to pursue deeper research.
  house of representatives leadership: Choosing the Leader Matthew N. Green, Douglas B.
Harris, 2019-01-01 The first comprehensive study in more than forty years to explain congressional
leadership selection How are congressional party leaders chosen? In the first comprehensive study
since Robert Peabody's classic Leadership in Congress, political scientists Matthew Green and
Douglas Harris draw on newly collected data about U.S. House members who have sought
leadership positions from the 1960s to the present--data including whip tallies, public and private
vote commitments, interviews, and media accounts--to provide new insights into how the selection
process truly works. Elections for congressional party leaders are conventionally seen as a function
of either legislators' ideological preferences or factors too idiosyncratic to permit systematic
analysis. Analyzing six decades' worth of information, Harris and Green find evidence for a new
comprehensive model of vote choice in House leadership elections that incorporates both legislators'
goals and their connections with leadership candidates. This study will stand for years to come as
the definitive treatment of a crucial aspect of American politics.
  house of representatives leadership: American Government Leaders Harris M. Lentz III,
2013-04-25 This book provides a single source of biographical information for the thousands of
individuals who have held high elective and appointive offices in the federal, state, and municipal
governments. The first half of the book lists positions in the government with a chronological record
of the persons who have held the positions and the duration of their terms of office. Executive
branch listings include the presidents, first ladies, vice presidents, cabinet members, deputy and
undersecretaries of cabinet departments, directors and administrators of high government agencies,
high-ranking military officials, ambassadors, and high-ranking presidential staff and White House
aides. In the judiciary, the chief justice of the United States and members of the Supreme Court, the
U.S. Court of Appeals, and U.S. District Courts are listed. Legislative listings include presidents of
the Continental Congresses, speakers of the House of Representatives, presidents pro tempore of
the Senate, majority and minority leaders in both houses of Congress, members of Congress,
territorial delegates, resident commissioners, governors and lieutenant governors. Next are sections
on state and territorial governments (listing governors and lieutenant governors) and city
governments (listing mayors of over 150 cities). The second half of the book is a biographical index
of individuals found in the earlier sections, listed in alphabetical order. The entries contain dates of
birth and death, when known, political party or affiliation, state or states of significance to the
officeholder, and listing of offices held.
  house of representatives leadership: The Leadership of Sam Rayburn: Collected
Tributes of His Congressional Colleagues United States. Congress. House, 1961
  house of representatives leadership: Speaker of the House: House Officer, Party Leader,
and Representative , 2007
  house of representatives leadership: The Speaker of the House of Representatives Since
1896 Chʻang-wei Chʻiu, 1928 Traces the genesis and character of the office of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives. Looks at the power, influence, and duty in relation to legislation and
appraises its place as a political leader in the American system of government.
  house of representatives leadership: Legislators, Leaders, and Lawmaking Barbara
Sinclair, 1998-06-26 Recently plagued by gridlock, huge deficits, and deep policy differences,
Congress has often been the target of relentless and bitter criticism. Asking how the House performs
its legislative functions in such a context, political scientist Barbara Sinclair traces the emergence of
a House majority party leadership that is highly active and deeply involved in multiple aspects of the
legislative process.
  house of representatives leadership: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Leadership Studies George
R. Goethals, Scott T. Allison, Georgia J. Sorenson, 2023-02-20 Leadership Studies is a
multi-disciplinary academic exploration of the various aspects of how people get along, and how



together they get things done. The fields that contribute to leadership studies include history,
political science, psychology, anthropology, sociology, philosophy, literature, and behavioral
economics. Leadership Studies is also about the ethical dimensions of human behavior. The
discipline considers what leadership has been in the past (the historical view), what leadership
actually looks like in the present (principally from the perspectives of the behavioral sciences and
political science), and what leadership should be (the ethical perspective). The SAGE Encyclopedia
of Leadership Studies will present both key concepts and research illuminating leadership and many
of the most important events in human history that reveal the nuances of leadership, good and bad.
Entries will include topics such as power, charisma, identity, persuasion, personality, social
intelligence, gender, justice, unconscious conceptions of leadership, leader-follower relationships,
and moral transformation.
  house of representatives leadership: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress, 2012
  house of representatives leadership: How Congress Works CQ Press, 2012-11-20 In simple,
clear language, the new edition of this classic work presents basic explanations of the procedures
and rules that govern the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives. Highlighted sidebars further
detail the impact of congressional action with interesting narrative examples from history, along
with charts and tables that provide a complete overview of congressional procedures. This edition
has been thoroughly updated to reflect the changes on Capitol Hill since 2008. How Congress Works
helps readers place recent events in the context of the entire picture of how Congress operates. A
detailed index rounds out this introduction to the real Congress.
  house of representatives leadership: United States Congressional Serial Set, Serial No.
14742, Senate Document No. 18, Appropriations, Budget Estimates, Etc., V. 1 & 2 ,
  house of representatives leadership: Leadership and Uncertainty Management in
Politics François Vergniolle De Chantal, 2015-08-11 Through a range of international case studies
from the USA, UK, France, Germany and Italy, this text assesses the conditions necessary for
effective leadership and emphasizes the part played by uncertainty and division amongst followers.
  house of representatives leadership: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2000
The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  house of representatives leadership: Congress in Context John Haskell, 2018-04-17 The
U.S. Congress is by the far the least popular (and most misunderstood) branch of the federal
government. Congress in Context de-mystifies the institution, giving students a comprehensive and
practical understanding of Congress and the legislative process. This book takes a different
approach to the study of Congress than other texts. Usually Congress is treated in isolation from the
rest of the government. But the Framers of the Constitution explicitly intended for the branches of
government to be interdependent. Congress in Context introduces readers to Congress's critical role
in the context of this interdependent system. Using the metaphor of a board of directors, the authors
explain the three key roles of Congress within the federal government (authorizing what government
does, funding its activities, and supervising how it carries out the laws Congress passes) and shows
students how Congress interacts with the rest of the government to exercise these powers. The
thoroughly expanded and revised second edition features brand-new chapters on Congress and the
courts and Congress and interest groups. It also includes expanded coverage of Congress's
relationship with the executive branch, campaign finance, and today's major budget issues.
Grounded in the latest political science literature coupled with contemporary examples, Congress in
Context offers students an informed yet accessible introduction to how the legislative branch carries
out its duties.
  house of representatives leadership: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of



Congress. Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2003
  house of representatives leadership: Choosing the Leader Matthew N. Green, Douglas B.
Harris, 2019-01-22 The first comprehensive study in more than forty years to explain congressional
leadership selectionHow are congressional party leaders chosen? In the first major study since
Robert Peabody’s classic Leadership in Congress, political scientists Matthew Green and Douglas
Harris draw on newly collected data about U.S. House members who have sought leadership
positions from the 1960s to the present—including whip tallies, public and private vote
commitments, interviews, and media accounts—to provide new insights into how the selection
process truly works.Elections for congressional party leaders are conventionally seen as a function
of either legislators’ ideological preferences or factors too idiosyncratic to permit systematic
analysis. Analyzing six decades’ worth of information, Harris and Green find evidence for a new
comprehensive model of vote choice in House leadership elections that incorporates both legislators’
goals and their connections with leadership candidates. This study will stand for years to come as
the definitive treatment of a crucial aspect of American politics.
  house of representatives leadership: The Oxford Handbook of the American Congress
Eric Schickler, Frances E. Lee, 2013-03-14 No legislature in the world has a greater influence over
its nation's public affairs than the US Congress. The Congress's centrality in the US system of
government has placed research on Congress at the heart of scholarship on American politics.
Generations of American government scholars working in a wide range of methodological traditions
have focused their analysis on understanding Congress, both as a lawmaking and a representative
institution. The purpose of this volume is to take stock of this impressive and diverse literature,
identifying areas of accomplishment and promising directions for future work. The editors have
commissioned 37 chapters by leading scholars in the field, each chapter critically engages the
scholarship focusing on a particular aspect of congressional politics, including the institution's
responsiveness to the American public, its procedures and capacities for policymaking, its internal
procedures and development, relationships between the branches of government, and the scholarly
methodologies for approaching these topics. The Handbook also includes chapters addressing timely
questions, including partisan polarization, congressional war powers, and the supermajoritarian
procedures of the contemporary Senate. Beyond simply bringing readers up to speed on the current
state of research, the volume offers critical assessments of how each literature has progressed - or
failed to progress - in recent decades. The chapters identify the major questions posed by each line
of research and assess the degree to which the answers developed in the literature are persuasive.
The goal is not simply to tell us where we have been as a field, but to set an agenda for research on
Congress for the next decade. The Oxford Handbooks of American Politics are a set of reference
books offering authoritative and engaging critical overviews of the state of scholarship on American
politics. Each volume focuses on a particular aspect of the field. The project is under the General
Editorship of George C. Edwards III, and distinguished specialists in their respective fields edit each
volume. The Handbooks aim not just to report on the discipline, but also to shape it as scholars
critically assess the scholarship on a topic and propose directions in which it needs to move. The
series is an indispensable reference for anyone working in American politics. General Editor for The
Oxford Handbooks of American Politics: George C. Edwards III
  house of representatives leadership: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress. Office for Subject Cataloging Policy, 1991
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