
house made of dawn characters

house made of dawn characters are central to understanding the rich thematic layers and cultural
insights presented in N. Scott Momaday's seminal novel, "House Made of Dawn." This literary work
delves deeply into the struggles of Native American identity, tradition, and modernity through its vivid
and complex characters. Each character embodies various facets of the Native American experience,
reflecting historical tensions and personal conflicts. Exploring these characters reveals the novel's
profound commentary on the intersection of heritage and contemporary life. This article will provide
an in-depth analysis of the main house made of dawn characters, their significance, and their role in
the unfolding narrative. The discussion will cover their backgrounds, motivations, symbolic meanings,
and relationships within the story.

Introduction to House Made of Dawn Characters

Abel: The Protagonist

Francisco: The Mentor and Spiritual Guide

Ben: Abel’s Friend and Confidant

Angeline: The Female Presence

Theme Representation Through Characters

Symbolic and Cultural Significance of Characters

Introduction to House Made of Dawn Characters
The house made of dawn characters are carefully crafted to reflect the cultural dislocation and
personal turmoil experienced by Native Americans in the mid-20th century. These characters
navigate the challenges of maintaining cultural identity amidst the pressures of assimilation and
modernization. N. Scott Momaday uses each character to represent different responses to these
challenges, providing readers with a nuanced understanding of Native American life. This section
introduces the key characters and sets the stage for a detailed examination of their roles in the novel.

Abel: The Protagonist
Abel is the central figure among the house made of dawn characters, whose story forms the core of
the novel. As a young Native American returning home from World War II, he struggles with alienation
and a fractured identity. Abel’s experiences of trauma, dislocation, and cultural conflict highlight the
broader themes of loss and redemption. His journey is one of self-discovery as he attempts to
reconcile his past with his present circumstances.



Background and Character Traits
Abel is a Kiowa-Apache man who experiences profound disconnection from his community and
heritage. His war experience exacerbates his internal conflict, leading to a sense of isolation. He is
depicted as introspective and sensitive, grappling with the weight of cultural expectations and
personal guilt.

Role in the Narrative
Abel’s narrative arc drives the plot forward and exemplifies the challenges faced by Native Americans
during this era. His interactions with other characters provide insight into the broader social and
cultural issues explored in the novel.

Francisco: The Mentor and Spiritual Guide
Francisco serves as a vital spiritual and cultural anchor among the house made of dawn characters.
As an elder and medicine man, he embodies traditional wisdom and connection to Native American
heritage. Francisco’s role is crucial in guiding Abel toward healing and cultural restoration.

Symbolism and Influence
Francisco represents the continuity of tradition and the importance of spiritual grounding. His
teachings and ceremonies remind Abel—and the reader—of the enduring strength of indigenous
culture despite external pressures.

Relationship with Abel
The mentor-mentee relationship between Francisco and Abel is central to the novel’s exploration of
healing and identity. Francisco’s guidance helps Abel navigate his internal struggles and reconnect
with his roots.

Ben: Abel’s Friend and Confidant
Ben is another significant figure among the house made of dawn characters, acting as Abel’s
childhood friend and emotional support. His presence highlights themes of friendship, loyalty, and the
impact of cultural displacement on personal relationships.

Character Overview
Ben shares a similar cultural background with Abel but offers a contrasting perspective on
assimilation and identity. His pragmatic approach to life contrasts with Abel’s more introspective
nature.



Role in Abel’s Journey
Ben’s interactions with Abel underscore the complexities of Native American life and the varying
responses individuals have to cultural challenges. He provides a sounding board and occasional foil to
Abel’s internal conflicts.

Angeline: The Female Presence
Angeline represents the female perspective within the house made of dawn characters. Though her
role is less prominent, she symbolizes the enduring strength and resilience of Native American
women. Her character adds depth to the novel’s exploration of gender and cultural roles.

Character Significance
Angeline’s presence in the narrative emphasizes the importance of family and community ties. She
embodies nurturing qualities and cultural continuity, serving as a grounding force for Abel.

Impact on the Story
While not the focus of the narrative, Angeline’s character enriches the portrayal of Native American
life by highlighting the roles women play in preserving cultural identity.

Theme Representation Through Characters
The house made of dawn characters collectively illustrate key themes such as identity, cultural
survival, trauma, and renewal. Each character’s story contributes to an overarching commentary on
the Native American experience in a changing world. Their interactions and individual struggles reveal
the tension between tradition and modernity.

Identity and Displacement

Trauma and Healing

Cultural Preservation

Conflict Between Tradition and Assimilation

Through these themes, the characters provide a comprehensive depiction of the challenges
confronting indigenous communities and the resilience required to overcome them.



Symbolic and Cultural Significance of Characters
The house made of dawn characters are imbued with symbolic meaning that extends beyond their
individual narratives. They represent various aspects of Native American culture, spirituality, and
historical experience. Their development throughout the novel reflects a broader cultural renaissance
and the quest for identity.

Cultural Representation
Each character embodies elements of Native American traditions, rituals, and values. Their stories
reflect the importance of cultural practices such as storytelling, ceremony, and connection to the
land.

Symbolism in the Novel
The characters symbolize the interplay between the old and the new, the spiritual and the practical.
Their journeys mirror the cycles of death and rebirth, both personal and cultural, that define the
narrative structure of "House Made of Dawn."

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the protagonist of 'House Made of Dawn'?
The protagonist of 'House Made of Dawn' is Abel, a young Native American man struggling to
reconcile his heritage with the modern world.

What role does Francisco play in 'House Made of Dawn'?
Francisco is Abel's grandfather and a respected elder who represents the traditional Native American
culture and wisdom.

How is Abel's character developed throughout 'House Made of
Dawn'?
Abel's character develops from a lost and troubled young man to someone seeking healing and
reconnection with his cultural roots.

Who is Benally in 'House Made of Dawn'?
Benally is Abel's uncle who serves as a mentor and guide, helping Abel understand his heritage and
identity.



What significance does the character Betonie have in the
story?
Betonie is a Navajo medicine man who performs a healing ritual for Abel, symbolizing spiritual
restoration and cultural continuity.

How is the character of Abel's mother portrayed?
Abel's mother is portrayed as a figure tied to traditional values, whose death deeply affects Abel's
emotional state.

What is the role of the character Juan in 'House Made of
Dawn'?
Juan is a friend of Abel who represents the urban Native American experience, contrasting with Abel's
connection to reservation life.

How do the characters in 'House Made of Dawn' reflect Native
American culture?
The characters embody various aspects of Native American life, including tradition, spirituality, family
bonds, and the challenges of cultural assimilation.

What conflicts do the characters face in 'House Made of
Dawn'?
Characters face conflicts such as identity struggles, cultural dislocation, trauma from war, and the
tension between modernity and tradition.

Additional Resources
1. The Journey of Abel: A Heart Torn Between Worlds
This book delves into the life of Abel, the protagonist of *House Made of Dawn*, exploring his internal
struggles as he navigates the collision of Native American traditions and modern American life. It
offers a deeper look into his traumatic experiences during World War II and his quest for identity and
belonging. Readers gain insight into the cultural and spiritual challenges Abel faces throughout his
journey.

2. Francisco's Wisdom: The Elder's Voice
Focusing on Francisco, the respected elder and mentor figure, this book highlights his role in
preserving the cultural heritage of the Native community. It explores his teachings, stories, and the
wisdom he imparts to younger generations, including Abel. The narrative underscores the importance
of tradition and guidance in healing and identity.

3. Renee's Path: Love and Loss in a Changing World
This novel centers on Renee, Abel’s love interest, portraying her struggles with love, cultural
expectations, and personal loss. It examines her complex relationship with Abel and the impact of



societal changes on her life. Through Renee’s eyes, readers experience the emotional landscape of a
young woman caught between two worlds.

4. Napoleon's Story: A Brother's Burden
Napoleon, Abel’s brother, is the focus of this character-driven tale that explores his descent into
despair and violence. The book provides a psychological exploration of his frustrations and alienation
within both his family and society. It sheds light on the darker aspects of post-war trauma and cultural
disconnection.

5. Betonie's Teachings: The Shaman's Guidance
This book explores the mystical and spiritual role of Betonie, the Navajo medicine man who helps Abel
on his path to healing. It delves into Navajo healing ceremonies, symbolism, and the integration of
ancient wisdom with contemporary challenges. Betonie’s character is portrayed as a bridge between
worlds, offering hope and renewal.

6. Helen's Legacy: A Mother's Strength
Focusing on Helen, Abel’s mother, this narrative examines her resilience and the sacrifices she makes
for her family. It highlights her quiet strength and the cultural values she instills in her children
despite hardships. The story paints a portrait of maternal love intertwined with tradition and survival.

7. Edith's Choices: A Woman's Voice in Tradition
Edith, a minor but significant character, is brought to the forefront in this book that explores the roles
and expectations of Native American women within their communities. It discusses her personal
journey of self-discovery and empowerment amidst cultural constraints. The narrative emphasizes the
balance between individual desires and communal responsibilities.

8. The Hunters: Brotherhood and Conflict
This title focuses on the group of young men known as the Hunters, including Abel and Napoleon,
highlighting their camaraderie and tensions. It examines their rites of passage, struggles with identity,
and the impact of societal pressures on their relationships. The story captures the complexity of youth
caught between heritage and modernity.

9. The Pueblo Spirit: Community and Continuity
This book offers a broader perspective on the Pueblo community depicted in *House Made of Dawn*,
emphasizing the collective identity and cultural continuity. It explores communal rituals, social
structures, and the challenges faced by the Pueblo people in preserving their way of life. Through
various characters, it celebrates resilience and the enduring spirit of the community.
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experts at CliffsNotes, including analysis of the most widely read literary works.
  house made of dawn characters: Dreams of Fiery Stars Catherine Rainwater, 2010-08-03
Selected by Choice magazine as an Outstanding Academic Book for 1999 Since the 1968 publication
of N. Scott Momaday's House Made of Dawn, a new generation of Native American storytellers has
chosen writing over oral traditions. While their works have found an audience by observing many of
the conventions of the mainstream novel, Native American written narrative has emerged as
something distinct from the postmodern novel with which it is often compared. In Dreams of Fiery
Stars, Catherine Rainwater examines the novels of writers such as Momaday, Linda Hogan, Leslie
Marmon Silko, Gerald Vizenor, and Louise Erdrich and contends that the very act of writing
narrative imposes constraints upon these authors that are foreign to Native American tradition.
Their works amount to a break with—and a transformation of—American Indian storytelling. The
book focuses on the agenda of social and cultural regeneration encoded in contemporary Native
American narrative, and addresses key questions about how these works achieve their overtly stated
political and revisionary aims. Rainwater explores the ways in which the writers create readers who
understand the connection between storytelling and personal and social transformation; considers
how contemporary Native American narrative rewrites Western notions of space and time; examines
the existence of intertextual connections between Native American works; and looks at the vital role
of Native American literature in mainstream society today.
  house made of dawn characters: "House Made of Dawn" Helen Jaskoski, H. Jaskoski, 1994
Cliffs Test Preparation Guides help students prepare for and improve their performance on
standardized tests ACT Preparation Guide CBEST Preparation Guide CLAST Preparation Guide ELM
Review GMAT Preparation Guide GRE Preparation Guide LSAT Preparation Guide MAT Preparation
Guide MATH Review for Standardized Tests MSAT Preparation Guide Memory Power for Exams
Police Officer Examination Preparation Guide Police Sergeant Examination Preparation Guide Police
Management Examinations Preparation Guide Postal Examinations Preparation Guide Praxis I: PPST
Preparation Guide Praxis II: NTE Core Battery Preparation Guide SAT Preparation Guide SAT II
Writing Preparation Guide TASP Preparation Guide TOEFL Preparation Guide with 2 cassettes
Advanced Practice for the TOEFL with 2 cassettes Verbal Review for Standardized Tests Writing
Proficiency Examinations You Can Pass the GED Cliffs Quick Reviews help students in introductory
college courses or Advanced Placement classes Algebra I Algebra II Anatomy & Physiology Basic
Math and Pre-Algebra Biology Calculus Chemistry Differential Equations Economics Geometry
Linear Algebra Microbiology Physics Statistics Trigonometry Cliffs Advanced Placement Preparation
Guides help high school students taking Advanced Placement courses to earn college credit AP
Biology AP Calculus AB AP Chemistry AP English Language & Composition AP English Literature &
Composition AP United States History Cliffs Complete Study Editions are comprehensive study
guides with complete text, running commentary and glossary Chaucer's Prologue Chaucer's Wife of
Bath Hamlet Julius Caesar King Henry IV, Part I King Lear Macbeth The Merchant of Venice Othello
Romeo and Juliet The Tempest Twelfth Night See inside back cover for listing of Cliffs Notes titles
Registered trademarks include: GRE, MSAT, the Praxis Series, and TOEFL (Educational Testing
Service): AP, Advanced Placement Program, and SAT (College Entrance Examination Board); GMAT
(Graduate Management Admission Council); and LSAT (Law School Admission Council.) House Made
of Dawn
  house made of dawn characters: American Indian Literature Kimberly Wieser-Weryackwe,
2025-07-10 Discover the essential people, works, movements, and themes in American Indian
literature. American Indian literature is a varied and vibrant collection of Indigenous artistic
expression. American Indian novelists, poets, essayists, and critics have over the last four centuries
asserted powerful forms of intellectual and artistic sovereignty, writing in English while building on
discrete tribal oral traditions and forms of storytelling. This encyclopedia introduces readers to the
key historical and contemporary figures in American Indian literature and their defining works.
From the fiery sermons of Methodist minister William Apess to the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel
House Made of Dawn by N. Scott Momaday to the critically acclaimed and commercially successful



novels of Louise Erdrich, this book illustrates the indelible and influential imprint American Indians
have on the landscape of American letters. Readers are also introduced to the key themes and
context of American Indian literature, exploring how it is inextricable from American literary history,
the American literary canon, and the narrative of American history: not on the fringes of the
American experience, but central to it.
  house made of dawn characters: Native Recognition Joanna Hearne, 2013-01-25 In Native
Recognition, Joanna Hearne persuasively argues for the central role of Indigenous image-making in
the history of American cinema. Across the twentieth and into the twenty-first centuries, Indigenous
peoples have been involved in cinema as performers, directors, writers, consultants, crews, and
audiences, yet both the specificity and range of this Native participation have often been obscured
by the on-screen, larger-than-life images of Indians in the Western. Not only have Indigenous images
mattered to the Western, but Westerns have also mattered to Indigenous filmmakers as they subvert
mass culture images of supposedly vanishing Indians, repurposing the commodity forms of
Hollywood films to envision Native intergenerational continuity. Through their interventions in forms
of seeing and being seen in public culture, Native filmmakers have effectively marshaled the power
of visual media to take part in national discussions of social justice and political sovereignty for
North American Indigenous peoples. Native Recognition brings together a wide range of little-known
productions, from the silent films of James Young Deer, to recovered prints of the 1928 Ramona and
the 1972 House Made of Dawn, to the experimental and feature films of Victor Masayesva and Chris
Eyre. Using international archival research and close visual analysis, Hearne expands our
understanding of the complexity of Native presence in cinema both on screen and through the
circuits of film production and consumption.
  house made of dawn characters: Reading Native American Literature Joseph Coulombe,
2011-03-17 Native American literature explores divides between public and private cultures,
ethnicities and experience. In this volume, Joseph Coulombe argues that Native American writers
use diverse narrative strategies to engage with readers and are ‘writing for connection’ with both
Native and non-Native audiences. Beginning with a historical overview of Native American
literature, this book presents focused readings of key texts including: • N. Scott Momaday’s House
Made of Dawn • Leslie Marmon Silko’s Ceremony • Gerald Vizenor’s Bearheart • James Welch’s
Fool’s Crow • Sherman Alexie’s The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven • Linda Hogan’s
Power. Suggesting new ways towards a sensitive engagement with tribal cultures, this book provides
not only a comprehensive introduction to Native American literature but also a critical framework
through which it may be read.
  house made of dawn characters: Native American Literatures Suzanne Evertsen Lundquist,
2004-10-08 Following the structure of other titles in the Continuum Introductions to Literary Genres
series, Native American Literatures includes: A broad definition of the genre and its essential
elements. A timeline of developments within the genre. Critical concerns to bear in mind while
reading in the genre. Detailed readings of a range of widely taught texts. In-depth analysis of major
themes and issues. Signposts for further study within the genre. A summary of the most important
criticism in the field. A glossary of terms. An annotated, critical reading list. This book offers
students, writers, and serious fans a window into some of the most popular topics, styles and periods
in this subject. Authors studied in Native American Literatures include: N. Scott Momaday, Leslie
Marmon Silko, Louise Erdrich, James Welch, Linda Hogan, Gerald Vizenor, Sherman Alexie, Louis
Owens, Thomas King, Michael Dorris, Simon Ortiz, Cater Revard and Daine Glancy
  house made of dawn characters: Writing Between Cultures Holly E. Martin, 2011-10-14
Hybrid narrative forms are used frequently by authors exploring or living in multicultural societies
as a method of reflecting multicultural lives. This timely book examines this rhetorical strategy,
which permits an author to bridge cultures via literary technique. Strategies covered include
multilingualism, magical realism, ironic humor, the use of mythological figures from the characters'
heritage cultures, and the presentation of different perspectives on landscapes and other spaces as
related to ethnicity. By investigating elements of ethnic literature comparatively, this book reaches



beyond the boundaries of any one ethnic group, a vital quality in today's world.
  house made of dawn characters: Red Land, Red Power Sean Kicummah Teuton, 2008-06-03 A
new interpretation of the literature of the Red Power movement that reconceives the role of identity
in the political empowerment of Native Americans.
  house made of dawn characters: Manifest Manners Gerald Robert Vizenor, 1999-01-01
Gerald Vizenor counters the cultural notions of dominance, false representations, and simulations of
absence, and, by documents, experience, and theories, secures a narrative presence of Native
Americans.
  house made of dawn characters: Major Characters in American Fiction Jack Salzman, Pamela
Wilkinson, 2014-09-23 Major Characters in American Fiction is the perfect companion for everyone
who loves literature--students, book-group members, and serious readers at every level. Developed
at Columbia University's Center for American Culture Studies, Major Characters in American Fiction
offers in-depth essays on the lives of more than 1,500 characters, figures as varied in ethnicity,
class, sexual orientation, age, and experience as we are. Inhabiting fictional works written from
1790 to 1991, the characters are presented in biographical essays that tell each one's life story. They
are drawn from novels and short stories that represent ever era, genre, and style of American fiction
writing--Natty Bumppo of The Leatherstocking Tales, Celie of The Color Purple, and everyone in
between.
  house made of dawn characters: Labor's Text Laura Hapke, 2001 Hapke's book, remarkable
in scope and inclusiveness, offers those concerned with American working people a mine of
information about and analysis of the 'rich lived history of American laborers' as that has been
represented in fictions of every kind. She provides an invaluable foundation for understanding the
dirtiest of America's dirty big secrets: the pervasivness of class differences, class discrimination,
indeed of class conflict in this, the wealthiest nation in history. Hers is an indispensable guided tour
through more than a century and a half of literary representations of 'hands' at their looms, pikets
on the line, agitators on their soapboxes, ordinary working women, men, and children in kitchens,
parks, factories, and fields across America. --Paul Lauter, A.K. & G.M. Smith Professor of Literature,
Trinity College Labor's Text sets over 150 years of the multi-ethnic literature of work in the context
of the history that informed it--the history of labor organizing, of industrial change, of social
transformations, and of shifting political alignments. Any scholar of American literature or American
history cannot help but be enlightened by this boldly ambitious and illuminating book. -- Shelly
Fisher Fishkin, professor of American studies, University of Texas, Austin Labor's Text traverses
nearly two centuries of the U.S. literary response in fiction to workers and the work experience.
Casting her net more broadly than any of her predecessors, Hapke's revision of the genre includes
many recent writing not usually recognized as part of the tradition. Coming at a moment when there
is a steady increase in interest about 'class' from color- and gender-inflected perspectives, this is a
work of committed scholarship that may well prove to be a crucial compass to reorient the thinking
and scholarship of a new generation. -- Alan Wald, author of Writing from the Left A stunning work
of scholarship. . . . It is an extraordinary achievement and an immense contribution to working-class
studies. --Janet Zandy, author of Calling Home: Working-Class Women's Writings Laura Hapke is a
professor of English at Pace University. The winner of two Choice magazine Outstanding Academic
Book awards, she is the author of Daughters of the Great Depression: Women, Work, and Fiction in
the American 1930s and other books on labor fiction and working-class studies.
  house made of dawn characters: Where "Indians" Fear to Tread? Fabienne C. Quennet,
2001 The two fields of contemporary Native American literature and culture exist in the tension
between two literary traditions: the Native oral and literary tradition and the modern Western
mainstream literary influence. In her North Dakota quartet Love Medicine (1984), The Beet Queen
(1986), Tracks (1988), The Bingo Palace (1994), Native American mixedblood author, Louise Erdrich
(b. 1954) exemplifies where and how these traditions meet and interact. A postmodern reading of
the quartet shows that Native American authors and literary critics alike need not be afraid to tread
into postmodernism, since an interpretation from this perspective opens up the possibility of freeing



Native American literature from the limiting label of ethnic or minority literature and of establishing
it as a vital part of American literature. This postmodern interpretation of Louise Erdrich's quartet
offers a discussion of the theoretical issues involved in the context of ethnic writing and its relation
to postmodernism, as well as an analysis of her intricate narrative strategies, in particular, her use
of multiple perspectives and of intertextual techniques. The main part of the interpretation consists
of a reading of postmodern concepts such as magical realism, carnivalesque humor, the relationship
between reader and text, gender roles and sexual identities, history and textuality, the trickster
figure, and games and chance as can be found in Louise Erdrich's North Dakota quartet.
  house made of dawn characters: Race, Modernity, Postmodernity W. Lawrence Hogue,
1996-01-01 Reads and interprets eight works of literature by people of color, foregrounding the
philosophical debate about modernity vs. postmodernity rather than solely issues of race.
  house made of dawn characters: Feminist Readings of Native American Literature Kathleen
M. Donovan, 1998-02 Who in a society can speak, and under what circumstances? These questions
are at the heart of both Native American literature and feminist literary and cultural theory. Despite
the recent explosion of publication in each of these fields, almost nothing has been written to date
that explores the links between the two. With Feminist Readings of Native American Literature,
Kathleen Donovan takes an important first step in examining how studies in these two fields inform
and influence one another. Focusing on the works of N. Scott Momaday, Joy Harjo, Paula Gunn
Allen, and others, Donovan analyzes the texts of these well-known writers, weaving a supporting
web of feminist criticism throughout. With careful and gracefully offered insights, the book explores
the reciprocally illuminating nature of culture and gender issues. The author demonstrates how
Canadian women of mixed-blood ancestry achieve a voice through autobiographies and
autobiographical novels. Using a framework of feminist reader response theory, she considers an
underlying misogyny in the writings of N. Scott Momaday. And in examining commonalities between
specific cultures, she discusses how two women of color, Paula Gunn Allen and Toni Morrison,
explore representations of femaleness in their respective cultures. By synthesizing a broad spectrum
of critical writing that overlaps women's voices and Native American literature, Donovan expands on
the frame of dialogue within feminist literary and cultural theory. Drawing on the related fields of
ethnography, ethnopoetics, ecofeminism, and post-colonialism, Feminist Readings of Native
American Literature offers the first systematic study of the intersection between two dynamic arenas
in literary studies today.
  house made of dawn characters: New Indians, Old Wars Elizabeth Cook-Lynn, 2023-12-11
Challenging received American history and forging a new path for Native American studies
Addressing Native American Studies' past, present, and future, the essays in New Indians, Old Wars
tackle the discipline head-on, presenting a radical revision of the popular view of the American West
in the process. Instead of luxuriating in its past glories or accepting the widespread historians' view
of the West as a shared place, Elizabeth Cook-Lynn argues that it should be fundamentally
understood as stolen. Firmly grounded in the reality of a painful past, Cook-Lynn understands the
story of the American West as teaching the political language of land theft and tyranny. She argues
that to remedy this situation, Native American studies must be considered and pursued as its own
discipline, rather than as a subset of history or anthropology. She makes an impassioned claim that
such a shift, not merely an institutional or theoretical change, could allow Native American studies
to play an important role in defending the sovereignty of indigenous nations today.
  house made of dawn characters: Native Nations Nancy Bonvillain, 2024-03-27 Combining
historical background with discussion of contemporary Native nations and their living cultures, this
comprehensive text introduces students to the many Indigenous peoples in North America.
Organized by region to highlight cultural practices, each part covers the topography, climate, and
natural resources in the area and describes the range of cultural practices and beliefs among
groups. Subsequent tribe-specific chapters are devoted to different Native communities, addressing
both their history and contemporary lives. New to the Third Edition: New Chapter 26,
“Contemporary Challenges” explores the issues facing Native communities today, including



environmental crises, voting rights, residential school investigationsNew Chapter 27, “The Arts, Pop
Culture, and Representation” examines contemporary Indigenous writers, musicians, and film
makers as well as the challenges Indigenous peoples face with misrepresentationFully revised art
program with a wealth of images and maps explores different Native culturesUpdated statistics on
social and economic data as well as demographic profiles
  house made of dawn characters: The Cambridge Companion to Native American
Literature Joy Porter, Kenneth M. Roemer, 2005-07-21 An informative and wide-ranging overview
of Native American literature from the 1770s to present day.
  house made of dawn characters: Conversations with N. Scott Momaday N. Scott
Momaday, 1997 When his first novel House Made of Dawn was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for fiction
in 1969, N. Scott Momaday was virtually unknown. Today he is the most acclaimed Native American
writer, working at the peak of his creative power and gaining stature also as an important painter.
His first retrospective was held in 1993 at the Wheel-wright Museum in Santa Fe. The son of a
Kiowa artist and a Cherokee-Anglo mother, Momaday synthesizes multiple cultural influences in his
writing and painting. While much of his attention focuses on the difficult task of reconciling ancient
traditions with modern reality, his work itself is an example of how the best of the Indian and
non-Indian worlds can be arranged into a startling mosaic of seemingly contradictory cultural and
artistic elements. Momaday sees his writings as one long, continuous story, a working out of his
evolving identity as a modern Kiowa. It is a story grounded in the oral tradition of his ancestors and
told in the modes of the traditional storyteller and the modern novelist-poet who is steeped in the
best writings of American and European literature. The interviews in this volume span the period
from 1970 to 1993. Momaday responds candidly to questions relating to his multicultural
background, his views on the place of the Indian in American literature and society, his concern for
conservation and an American land ethic, his theory of language and the imagination, the influences
on his artistic and academic development, and his comments on specific works he has written. The
reader who joins these conversations will meet in N. Scott Momaday a careful listener and an
engaging, often humorous speaker whose commentaries provide a deeper vision for those interested
in his life and work.
  house made of dawn characters: The Essential West Elliott West, 2012-10-29 Scholars and
enthusiasts of western American history have praised Elliott West as a distinguished historian and
an accomplished writer, and this book proves them right on both counts. Capitalizing on West’s wide
array of interests, this collection of his essays touches on topics ranging from viruses and the
telegraph to children, bison, and Larry McMurtry. Drawing from the past three centuries, West
weaves the western story into that of the nation and the world beyond, from Kansas and Montana to
Haiti, Africa, and the court of Louis XV. Divided into three sections, the volume begins with
conquest. West is not the first historian to write about Lewis and Clark, but he is the first to contrast
their expedition with Mungo Park’s contemporaneous journey in Africa. “The Lewis and Clark
expedition,” West begins, “is one of the most overrated events in American history—and one of the
most revealing.” The humor of this insightful essay is a chief characteristic of the whole book, which
comprises ten chapters previously published in major journals and magazines—but revised for this
edition—and four brand-new ones. West is well known for his writings about frontier family life,
especially the experiences of children at work and play. Fans of his earlier books on these subjects
will not be disappointed. In a final section, he looks at the West of myth and imagination, in part to
show that our fantasies about the West are worth studying precisely because they have been so at
odds with the real West. In essays on buffalo, Jesse James and the McMurtry novel Lonesome Dove,
West directs his formidable powers to subjects that continue to shape our understanding—and often
our misunderstanding—of the American West, past and present.
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