how teachers evaluate writing

how teachers evaluate writing is a critical aspect of education that involves multiple strategies and
criteria to assess students' written communication skills effectively. Teachers use systematic
approaches to measure various components such as grammar, coherence, creativity, and content
relevance. Understanding these evaluation methods is essential for both educators aiming to refine
their assessment techniques and students seeking to improve their writing abilities. This article
explores the key elements teachers consider when grading writing assignments, the tools and rubrics
they employ, and the challenges they encounter during evaluation. Additionally, it highlights best
practices that promote fair and comprehensive assessments. The following sections detail how
teachers evaluate writing through structured criteria, the role of rubrics, feedback mechanisms, and the

importance of contextual factors in the evaluation process.
¢ Criteria for Evaluating Writing
¢ Use of Rubrics and Assessment Tools
» Providing Effective Feedback

¢ Challenges in Writing Evaluation

¢ Contextual Influences on Writing Assessment

Criteria for Evaluating Writing

One of the foundational aspects of how teachers evaluate writing is the establishment of clear criteria

to judge the quality of student work. These criteria serve as benchmarks that guide educators in



identifying strengths and areas needing improvement. Commonly, teachers assess writing based on

content accuracy, organization, grammar, vocabulary use, and adherence to the assignment prompt.

Content and Idea Development

Content evaluation focuses on the relevance, originality, and depth of ideas presented in the writing.
Teachers examine whether the student has thoroughly addressed the topic and provided sufficient
evidence or examples to support their arguments or narrative. Strong content reflects critical thinking

and an understanding of the subject matter.

Organization and Structure

Effective writing must demonstrate logical organization and clarity. Teachers look for a clear
introduction, coherent body paragraphs, and a concise conclusion. Transitions between ideas are
important to ensure the writing flows smoothly, making it easier for readers to follow the argument or

storyline.

Grammar, Mechanics, and Syntax

Proper grammar, punctuation, spelling, and sentence structure are essential components that teachers
evaluate to determine writing proficiency. Errors in these areas can distract readers and undermine the

writer’s credibility. Attention to detail in mechanics is often a key factor in grading.

Vocabulary and Style

Teachers assess vocabulary usage to gauge the writer’s language skills and ability to choose
appropriate words for tone and audience. Varied sentence structures and stylistic elements can
enhance the readability and impact of writing. A mature and contextually suitable style is often

rewarded in evaluations.



Adherence to Assignment Guidelines

Following the assignment’s instructions, including format, length, and topic requirements, is a crucial
part of how teachers evaluate writing. Compliance reflects a student’s ability to understand and

execute task demands, which is essential in academic and professional contexts.

Use of Rubrics and Assessment Tools

Rubrics are widely used by teachers to standardize the evaluation process and provide transparent
grading criteria. These tools break down writing into measurable components, assigning points or

levels of achievement for each area.

Advantages of Using Rubrics

Rubrics offer several benefits in writing assessment. They ensure consistency and fairness by applying
the same standards across all student submissions. Additionally, rubrics help communicate

expectations clearly to students, which can guide their writing efforts.

Types of Rubrics

Teachers may use analytic rubrics, which assess individual writing components separately, or holistic
rubrics, which give an overall score based on general impressions. The choice depends on the

educational context and goals of the assignment.

Digital Tools and Software

In addition to traditional rubrics, many educators incorporate digital tools that assist in evaluating
writing. These tools can check for grammar errors, plagiarism, and provide readability scores,

complementing the teacher’s judgment and streamlining the evaluation process.



Providing Effective Feedback

Feedback is a vital element of how teachers evaluate writing because it supports student learning and
improvement. Effective feedback is specific, constructive, and focused on both strengths and areas for

development.

Types of Feedback

Teachers provide various forms of feedback, including written comments, in-text annotations, and
verbal discussions. Each method serves to clarify errors, suggest revisions, and encourage deeper

thinking about writing choices.

Encouraging Self-Assessment and Revision

Promoting self-assessment allows students to critically analyze their own writing, fostering autonomy
and reflection. Teachers often encourage multiple drafts and revisions based on feedback, which

enhances writing skills over time.

Balancing Positive and Constructive Comments

Effective feedback balances praise for well-executed elements with guidance on improvement. This
approach motivates students by acknowledging their efforts while clearly outlining how to enhance their

work.

Challenges in Writing Evaluation

Despite established criteria and tools, how teachers evaluate writing involves several challenges that

can affect the accuracy and fairness of assessments.



Subjectivity and Bias

Writing evaluation can be subjective, as personal preferences and interpretations of quality may
influence grading. Teachers must be aware of potential biases related to writing style, topic

preferences, or student background to maintain objectivity.

Time Constraints

Evaluating writing thoroughly requires significant time investment. Large class sizes and multiple

assignments can limit the depth of analysis teachers can provide for each piece.

Diverse Student Abilities

Teachers often encounter a wide range of writing skills within a single class. Adapting evaluation
standards to fairly assess students at different proficiency levels while maintaining consistent

expectations poses a considerable challenge.

Contextual Influences on Writing Assessment

The context in which writing is produced and evaluated greatly impacts how teachers assess student

work. Factors such as grade level, subject area, and cultural background play important roles.

Grade Level Expectations

Evaluation criteria vary according to students’ developmental stages. What is expected from
elementary students differs from the standards applied to high school or college writers, reflecting their

evolving language and cognitive skills.



Subject-Specific Writing Conventions

Different academic disciplines require distinct writing styles and formats. For example, scientific writing
emphasizes clarity and data accuracy, while literature essays focus on analysis and interpretation.

Teachers adjust their evaluations accordingly.

Cultural and Linguistic Diversity

Teachers consider students’ cultural and linguistic backgrounds to provide equitable assessments.
Understanding the challenges faced by English language learners or students from diverse cultural

traditions helps in creating inclusive evaluation practices.

Purpose and Audience

The intended purpose of writing and its target audience influence evaluation criteria. Persuasive
writing, creative storytelling, and research reports each have specific goals that teachers account for

when grading.

Best Practices in Writing Evaluation

To effectively evaluate student writing, educators implement several best practices that enhance

fairness, clarity, and instructional value.

1. Establish Clear Rubrics: Define and share explicit criteria to guide both teaching and

assessment.

2. Use Multiple Assessment Methods: Combine quantitative scores with qualitative feedback for

comprehensive evaluation.



3. Encourage Revision: Allow students to improve their work based on feedback to foster learning.
4. Maintain Objectivity: Regularly reflect on personal biases and apply consistent standards.

5. Adapt to Student Needs: Differentiate assessments to accommodate varying skill levels and

backgrounds.

6. Integrate Technology: Utilize digital tools to support accuracy and efficiency in evaluation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the common criteria teachers use to evaluate student
writing?

Teachers commonly evaluate student writing based on criteria such as clarity, organization, grammar

and mechanics, content accuracy, creativity, coherence, and adherence to the assignment prompt.

How do teachers assess writing for different grade levels?

Teachers tailor their evaluation criteria to the developmental stage of students, focusing on basic
grammar and sentence structure for younger students, while emphasizing critical thinking, argument

development, and research skills for older students.

What role does rubrics play in evaluating writing?

Rubrics provide a clear, standardized framework for assessing writing by outlining specific expectations
and performance levels, which helps ensure consistent and objective grading while giving students

clear guidance.



How do teachers incorporate peer review in writing evaluation?

Teachers often use peer review to engage students in providing constructive feedback to each other,
which helps students develop critical reading and editing skills and allows teachers to gather additional

perspectives on the writing.

In what ways do teachers evaluate the writing process versus the final
product?

Some teachers assess the writing process by evaluating drafts, revisions, and reflections to encourage
improvement and learning, while others focus primarily on the quality and effectiveness of the final

written piece.

How do technology tools assist teachers in evaluating writing?

Technology tools like plagiarism checkers, grammar and style software, and digital portfolios assist
teachers by providing additional insights into writing quality, originality, and development over time,

making evaluation more efficient and comprehensive.

How important is feedback in the writing evaluation process?

Feedback is crucial as it provides students with specific guidance on strengths and areas for

improvement, fostering learning and encouraging revision, which ultimately improves writing skills.

How do teachers handle subjective aspects like creativity and voice in
writing evaluation?

Teachers recognize that creativity and voice are subjective but important; they evaluate these aspects
by looking for originality, personal expression, and engagement, often using qualitative comments

alongside rubric scores.



What challenges do teachers face when evaluating writing and how do
they address them?

Challenges include subjective bias, varying student skill levels, and time constraints. Teachers address
these by using clear rubrics, differentiating instruction, providing formative feedback, and sometimes

using peer and self-assessment strategies.

Additional Resources

1. Assessing Writing: A Critical Sourcebook

This comprehensive collection of essays explores various approaches to evaluating student writing. It
covers theoretical perspectives, practical assessment techniques, and the implications of standardized
testing. The book is ideal for educators seeking to deepen their understanding of writing assessment in

diverse educational contexts.

2. Classroom Assessment Techniques: A Handbook for College Teachers

Although not solely focused on writing, this handbook provides numerous strategies for evaluating
student work, including writing assignments. It offers practical tips for creating effective assessments
and using feedback to enhance student learning. Teachers can adapt many of the techniques to

improve their writing evaluation practices.

3. Writing Assessment and Instruction for English Language Learners

This book addresses the unique challenges of assessing writing in English language learners (ELLs). It
provides research-based methods for evaluating writing while supporting language development.
Educators will find useful guidelines for fair and effective assessment tailored to diverse student

populations.

4. Feedback in Second Language Writing: Contexts and Issues
Focusing on the role of feedback in writing evaluation, this book examines how teachers can

effectively respond to student writing. It discusses various feedback methods, including peer review



and automated tools, emphasizing their impact on writing improvement. The text is valuable for

instructors working with second language writers.

5. Rubrics for Assessing Students' Writing
This practical guide helps teachers develop clear, consistent rubrics to evaluate writing assignments. It
explains how rubrics can improve grading reliability and provide meaningful feedback. The book

includes sample rubrics and tips for aligning assessment criteria with learning objectives.

6. Assessing Writing in the Disciplines: Multiple Perspectives
This volume explores how writing assessment varies across academic disciplines. Contributors discuss
discipline-specific criteria and the challenges of evaluating writing in specialized fields. It is an essential

resource for educators interested in tailoring writing assessment to subject-area conventions.

7. Writing Assessment and Evaluation: Theory and Practice

Combining theory with classroom application, this text offers a thorough overview of writing
assessment principles. It covers formative and summative assessments, portfolio evaluation, and
standardized testing. Teachers will gain insights into designing assessments that support student

writing development.

8. Peer Review and Writing Assessment in the Classroom

This book highlights the benefits and challenges of incorporating peer review into writing assessment.
It provides strategies for training students to give constructive feedback and for integrating peer
evaluations into grading. The work supports collaborative learning and enhances student engagement

in the writing process.

9. Technology and Writing Assessment: Tools for the 21st Century

Exploring the intersection of technology and writing evaluation, this book examines digital tools that
assist in assessing student writing. Topics include automated scoring systems, online portfolios, and
computer-mediated feedback. Educators interested in modernizing their assessment practices will find

practical advice and case studies.
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how teachers evaluate writing: Assigning, Responding, Evaluating Edward M. White, Cassie
A. Wright, 2015-05-08 The advent and innovation of computer technologies for composing has
dramatically and rapidly changed the classroom environment and even the curriculum with which
writing teachers now find themselves charged to teach writing. Assigning, Responding, Evaluating:
A Writing Teacher’s Guide is designed to help the teacher create writing assignments, evaluate
student writing, and respond to that writing in a consistent and explainable way. But it also suggests
ways that writing programs can take advantage of our new digital environment and meet the
increasing demands for accountability, without decreasing the role or creativity of teachers, or the
importance of writing instruction to college education.

how teachers evaluate writing: Teaching and Evaluating Writing in the Age of Computers and
High-Stakes Testing Carl Whithaus, 2005-04-27 Teaching and Evaluating Writing in the Age of
Computers and High-Stakes Testing offers a theoretical framework, case studies and methods for
evaluating student writing. By examining issues in writing assessment the book discovers four
situated techniques of authentic assessment that are already in use at a number of locales
throughout the US.

how teachers evaluate writing: Assessing the Teaching of Writing Amy E. Dayton, 2015-03-15
Although fraught with politics and other perils, teacher evaluation can contribute in important,
positive ways to faculty development at both the individual and the departmental levels. Yet the
logistics of creating a valid assessment are complicated. Inconsistent methods, rater bias, and
overreliance on student evaluation forms have proven problematic. The essays in Assessing the
Teaching of Writing demonstrate constructive ways of evaluating teacher performance, taking into
consideration the immense number of variables involved. Contributors to the volume examine a
range of fundamental issues, including the political context of declining state funds in education;
growing public critique of the professoriate and demands for accountability resulting from federal
policy initiatives like No Child Left Behind; the increasing sophistication of assessment methods and
technologies; and the continuing interest in the scholarship of teaching. The first section addresses
concerns and advances in assessment methodologies, and the second takes a closer look at unique
individual sites and models of assessment. Chapters collectively argue for viewing teacher
assessment as a rhetorical practice. Fostering new ways of thinking about teacher evaluation,
Assessing the Teaching of Writing will be of great interest not only to writing program
administrators but also to those concerned with faculty development and teacher assessment outside
the writing program.

how teachers evaluate writing: Conceptualizing, Designing, Implementing, and Evaluating
Writing Interventions , 2023-10-20 This book takes a fresh look at the challenge of setting up
educational writing intervention studies in authentic class contexts. In four sections, the book offers
innovative approaches on how to conceptualize, design, implement, and evaluate writing
interventions for research purposes. Hot topics in the field such as professional development for
scaling up writing interventions, building research practice partnerships, implementation variation
and fidelity, and response to intervention are addressed. To illustrate the proposed approaches for
writing promotion, the book showcases a wide variety of writing interventions from around the
world, ranging from single-participant designs to large-scale intervention studies in writing.
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Assigning, Responding, Evaluating offers teaching faculty a new kind of support for the writing
class. It is not a mere collection of tests and assignments, though it includes both, but is rather an
evaluation guide based on writing and reading theory and integrally related to the teaching of
writing. It is designed to help the teacher create writing assignments, evaluate student writing, and
respond to that writing in a consistent and explainable way. Book jacket.

how teachers evaluate writing: Student Self-assessment Graham Foster, 1996

how teachers evaluate writing: Teaching Writing in the Content Areas Vicki Urquhart,
Monette Mclver, 2005 This book examines nearly 30 years of research to identify how teachers can
incorporate writing instruction that helps students master the course content and improve their
overall achievement. Building on the recommendations of the National Commission on Writing,
authors Vicki Urquhart and Monette Mclver introduce four critical issues teachers should address
when they include writing in their content courses: Creating a positive environment for the feedback
and guidance students need at various stages, including prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing;
Monitoring and assessing how much students are learning through their writing; Choosing computer
programs that best enhance the writing process; Strengthening their knowledge of course content
and their own writing skills.

how teachers evaluate writing: Assessing the Teaching of Writing Amy E. Dayton,
2015-03-04 Although fraught with politics and other perils, teacher evaluation can contribute in
important, positive ways to faculty development at both the individual and the departmental levels.
Yet the logistics of creating a valid assessment are complicated. Inconsistent methods, rater bias,
and overreliance on student evaluation forms have proven problematic. The essays in Assessing the
Teaching of Writing demonstrate constructive ways of evaluating teacher performance, taking into
consideration the immense number of variables involved. Contributors to the volume examine a
range of fundamental issues, including the political context of declining state funds in education;
growing public critique of the professoriate and demands for accountability resulting from federal
policy initiatives like No Child Left Behind; the increasing sophistication of assessment methods and
technologies; and the continuing interest in the scholarship of teaching. The first section addresses
concerns and advances in assessment methodologies, and the second takes a closer look at unique
individual sites and models of assessment. Chapters collectively argue for viewing teacher
assessment as a rhetorical practice. Fostering new ways of thinking about teacher evaluation,
Assessing the Teaching of Writing will be of great interest not only to writing program
administrators but also to those concerned with faculty development and teacher assessment outside
the writing program.

how teachers evaluate writing: Evaluating Children's Writing Suzanne Bratcher, Linda
Ryan, 2003-09-12 Introduces statement from preface about application activities for a wide range of
writing evaluation strategies elementary classroom teachers can use to determine a grade. Txtbk for
undergrad. & graduate elementary language arts&writing methods courses

how teachers evaluate writing: Understanding, Evaluating, and Conducting Second Language
Writing Research Charlene Polio, Debra A. Friedman, 2016-11-18 Understanding, Evaluating, and
Conducting Second Language Writing Research speaks to the rapidly growing area of second
language writing by providing a uniquely balanced approach to L2 writing research. While other
books favor either a qualitative or quantitative approach to second language acquisition (SLA)
research, this text is comprehensive in scope and does not privilege one approach over the other,
illuminating the strengths of each and the ways in which they might complement each other. It also
provides equal weight to the cognitive and socio-cultural approaches to SLA. Containing an array of
focal studies and suggestions for further reading, this text is the ideal resource for students
beginning to conduct L2 writing research as well as for more experienced researchers who wish to
expand their approach to conducting research.

how teachers evaluate writing: Evaluating Writing Charles Raymond Cooper, Lee Odell,
1999 Intended to guide writing teachers through the complexities of evaluation, the essays in this
collection represent a variety of approaches to evaluation. The essays display, however, some




common beliefs about what is fundamentally important to writing teachers' work--specifically, the
need: to distinguish between grading and evaluation; to develop the ability to describe students'
writing; to connect teaching and evaluation; and to continually reexamine assumptions and practices
that guide evaluation. Following an introduction by the editors, the 17 essays and their authors are,
as follows: (1) Assessing Thinking: Glimpsing a Mind at Work (Lee Odell); (2) What We Know about
Genres, and How It Can Help Us Assign and Evaluate Writing (Charles R. Cooper); (3) Audience
Considerations for Evaluating Writing (Phyllis Mentzell Ryder, Elizabeth Vander Lei, and Duane H.
Roen); (4) Coaching Writing Development: Syntax Revisited, Options Explored (William Strong); (5)
Cohesion and Coherence (Martha Kolln); (6) Assessing Portfolios (Sandra Murphy); (7) How to Read
a Science Portfolio (Denise Stavis Levine); (8) Using Writing to Assess Mathematics Pedagogy and
Students' Understanding (Richard S. Millman); (9) Evaluating Student Writing about History
(Kathleen Medina); (10) Evaluating Students' Response Strategies in Writing about Literature
(Richard W. Beach); (11) Evaluating the Writing of Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students:
The Case of the African American Vernacular English Speaker (Arnetha F. Ball); (12) Latino ESL
Students and the Development of Writing Abilities (Guadalupe Valdes and Patricia Anloff Sanders);
(13) Texts in Contexts: Understanding Chinese Students' English Compositions (Guanjun Cai); (14)
Reflective Reading: Developing Thoughtful Ways To Respond to Students' Writing (Chris M. Anson);
(15) Creating a Climate for Portfolios (Sandra Murphy and Mary Ann Smith); (16) Integrating
Reading and Writing in Large-Scale Assessment (Fran Claggett); and (17) Let Them Experiment:
Accommodating Diverse Discourse Practices in Large-Scale Writing Assessment (Roxanne
Mountford). (NKA)

how teachers evaluate writing: Rearticulating Writing Assessment for Teaching and
Learning Brian Huot, 2003-04-01 Brian Huot's aim for this book is both ambitious and provocative.
He wants to reorient composition studies' view of writing assessment. To accomplish this, he not
only has to inspire the field to perceive assessment--generally not the most appreciated area of
study--as deeply significant to theory and pedagogy, he also has to counter some common
misconceptions about the history of assessment in writing. In (Re)Articulating Writing Assessment,
Huot advocates a new understanding, a more optimistic and productive one than we have seen in
composition for a very long time. Assessment, as Huot points out, defines what is valued by a
teacher or a society. What isn't valued isn't assessed; it tends to disappear from the curriculum. The
dark side of this truth is what many teachers find troubling about large scale assessments, as
standardized tests don't grant attention or merit to all they should. Instead, assessment has been
used as an interested social mechanism for reinscribing current power relations and class systems.

how teachers evaluate writing: Practical Ideas for Teaching Writing as a Process Carol
B. Olson, 1996-02 Contains a collection of specific classroom strategies & suggestions for teaching
writing to elementary school students according to an eight-stage process. Specific techniques for
teaching each stage of the writing process & descriptions of proven approaches for using these
techniques are also included. A wonderful resource, a labor of love from a large & talented group of
educators. Had its beginnings in the California Writing Project at the Univ. of California, Irvine. Best
Seller! Illustrated.

how teachers evaluate writing: Teaching and Evaluating Writing in the Age of Computers and
High-Stakes Testing Carl Whithaus, 2005-04-27 This book takes on a daunting task: How do writing
teachers continue to work toward preparing students for academic and real-world communication
situations, while faced with the increasing use of standardized high-stakes testing? Teachers need
both the technical ability to deal with this reality and the ideological means to critique the
information technologies and assessment methods that are transforming the writing classroom.
Teaching and Evaluating Writing in the Age of Computers and High-Stakes Testing serves this dual
need by offering a theoretical framework, actual case studies, and practical methods for evaluating
student writing. By examining issues in writing assessment--ranging from the development of
electronic portfolios to the impact of state-wide, standards-based assessment methods on secondary
and post-secondary courses--this book discovers four situated techniques of authentic assessment




that are already in use at a number of locales throughout the United States. These techniques stress:
*interacting with students as communicators using synchronous and asynchronous environments;
*describing the processes and products of student learning rather than enumerating deficits;
*situating pedagogy and evaluation within systems that incorporate rather than exclude local
variables; and *distributing assessment among diverse audiences. By advocating for a flexible
system of communication-based assessment in computer-mediated writing instruction, this book
validates teachers' and students' experiences with writing and also acknowledges the real-world
weight of the new writing components on the SAT and ACT, as well as on state-mandated
standardized writing and proficiency exams.

how teachers evaluate writing: Literacy Program Evaluation and Development Initiatives for
P-12 Teaching Lawrence, Salika A., 2016-09-01 Teacher leadership is a critical component of
effective curriculum assessment and professional development. With teacher-led inquiry being
utilized, schools can better improve their learning programs. Literacy Program Evaluation and
Development Initiatives for P-12 Teaching is a pivotal resource for the latest research on the
benefits of using teacher educators to facilitate the assessment and improvements of school literacy
programs. Highlighting a range of relevant topics on professional learning and teacher leadership,
this book is ideally designed for school administrators, teachers, researchers, and academics.

how teachers evaluate writing: Teaching Writing in Chinese Speaking Areas Mark Shiu-Kee
Shum, De-lu Zhang, 2005-11-23 One of the most civilized nations in history, China has a
long-standing writing tradition and many Chinese texts have become world treasures. However, the
way the Chinese teach writing in various countries in contemporary times is little known to the
outside world, especially in Western countries. Undoubtedly, the Chinese have had an established
traditional method of writing instruction. However, recent social and political developments have
created the perception amongst both practitioners and researchers of a need for change. Whilst
certain socio-political changes, both in Mainland China and in the territories, acted as agents for
reform of the teaching of composition, the shape these reforms are taking has been due to many
different influences, coming both from inside the countries themselves and from foreign sources.
Mainland China, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore have each developed their own approach to the
teaching of composition.

how teachers evaluate writing: Evaluating Children's Writing Suzanne Bratcher, Linda Ryan,
2003-09-12 Evaluating Children's Writing: A Handbook of Grading Choices for Classroom Teachers,
Second Edition introduces and explains a wide range of specific evaluation strategies used by
classroom teachers to arrive at grades and gives explicit instructions for implementing them.
Samples of student writing accompany the instructions to illustrate the techniques, and an appendix
of additional student writing is provided to allow readers to practice particular evaluation strategies.
More than just a catalog of grading options, however, this is a handbook with a point of view. Its
purpose is to help teachers become intentional about their grading practices. Along with recipes for
grading techniques, it offers a philosophy of evaluating student writing that encourages teachers to
put grading into a communication context and to make choices among the many options available by
determining the instructional purpose of the assignment and considering the advantages and
disadvantages of particular grading strategies. Specific grading techniques are integrated with
suggestions about the craft of evaluation--guidelines for instructional objectives, for student
audience analysis, and for teacher self-analysis that help define communication contexts. New in the
Second Edition: *a new chapter on state standards and assessments; *a reorganization of the
chapter on approaches to grading; *additions to the chapter on management systems; *additions to
the chapter on teaching yourself to grade; *additions to the annotated bibliography; and *updated
references throughout the text.

how teachers evaluate writing: Teaching Writing in English as a Foreign Language
Huan Zhao, Lawrence Jun Zhang, 2022-05-30 This book explores teachers’ cognitions about the
teaching of writing in English as a foreign language (EFL) and their teaching practice, as well as
factors influencing the formation and reformation process of their cognition. Taking stock of




Bakhtin’s dialogism as the theoretical framework, the authors argue that the formation and
reformation of teacher cognition is a dialogic process. A systematic analysis of participating
teachers’ cognition formation and re-formation process suggests the highly individual nature of
teachers’ cognitions. EFL researchers and teachers, teacher educators, teacher education
policymakers, university administrators and EFL textbook writers could draw on the findings of the
study to provide better resources to implement the teaching of EFL writing more effectively. The
study has adopted a mixed-methods approach, whose quantitative results show the patterns and
differences of teacher cognition among teachers of different backgrounds and with different
schooling, education and working experiences. The qualitative findings show in detail teachers'
cognition formation and reformation processes and the factors contributing to such processes,
revealing convergence and divergence of teachers’ stated cognitions, with a focus on the
discrepancy between teacher cognition and teaching practice. These are useful lenses through
which researchers and teachers will find significant implications for offering EFL writing instruction
more effectively.

how teachers evaluate writing: Evaluation in Foreign Language Education in the Middle
East and North Africa Sahbi Hidri, Christine Coombe, 2016-09-27 This book presents evaluation
cases from the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) context, investigating the various facets of
evaluation in different parts of the MENA region and beyond. In 19 chapters, it explores cases from
Tunisia, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Sudan, Syria, the UAE, Turkey, Iran and Morocco. The book highlights
the impact of evaluation on a range of stakeholders, arguing that it has repercussions at the
individual, societal, economic, cultural and political levels, that it also has an ethical dimension, and
that it is tailored to people’s needs, helping them to remain abreast of the effectiveness and
efficiency of programs. Further, the book explores controversial issues concerning different
evaluation themes, such as teacher and staff evaluation, assessment practices, text genre analysis
evaluation, assessment of productive skills, textbook and ICT evaluation, evaluation of ELT
certificates and programs, quality assurance, ESP needs analysis, assessment literacy, and dynamic
assessment. It addresses key challenges, such as who the “right people” to implement evaluation
are, and the appropriate use of evaluation results to avoid any misuse or harm to any stakeholder. In
closing, the book calls for further research venues on the relevance of evaluation, testing and
assessment in the MENA context and beyond.

how teachers evaluate writing: Writing Across the Curriculum Beryl Bennett,
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