friday night lights cast

friday night lights cast refers to the ensemble of talented actors who
brought the critically acclaimed television series "Friday Night Lights" to
life. This show, centered on high school football in the fictional town of
Dillon, Texas, has become a cultural touchstone for its authentic portrayal
of small-town America and the pressures faced by young athletes and their
families. The friday night lights cast delivered powerful performances that
resonated with audiences and critics alike, contributing to the show’s
lasting popularity. Key members of the cast include Kyle Chandler, Connie
Britton, and Taylor Kitsch, each of whom played pivotal roles in the series’
success. The diversity and depth of the cast allowed the series to explore
complex social issues alongside the sports drama. This article will provide a
comprehensive overview of the main actors, their characters, and the impact
of their performances. Following this introduction, a detailed table of
contents will guide the exploration of the friday night lights cast and their
contributions to the show.

e Main Cast Members of Friday Night Lights

e Supporting and Recurring Actors

e Character Descriptions and Development

e Career Highlights of the Cast After the Show

e Impact and Legacy of the Friday Night Lights Cast

Main Cast Members of Friday Night Lights

The friday night lights cast includes a core group of actors who appeared
consistently throughout the series’ five seasons. These main cast members
played central roles in the narrative and were integral to the show’s
emotional depth and realism.

Kyle Chandler as Coach Eric Taylor

Kyle Chandler portrayed Coach Eric Taylor, the dedicated and principled head
coach of the Dillon Panthers football team. His character became a symbol of
leadership, integrity, and resilience, earning widespread acclaim. Chandler’s
performance was pivotal in grounding the series and earned him a Primetime
Emmy Award.



Connie Britton as Tami Taylor

Connie Britton played Tami Taylor, the supportive wife of Coach Taylor and a
high school guidance counselor. Her character was known for her empathy,
strength, and wisdom, balancing family life with her career. Britton'’s
portrayal was praised for its nuance and depth, adding a vital emotional
layer to the series.

Taylor Kitsch as Tim Riggins

Taylor Kitsch took on the role of Tim Riggins, a rebellious yet loyal
fullback with a complicated personal life. His portrayal of this charismatic
and troubled athlete became a fan favorite, highlighting the struggles faced
by many young men in small-town America.

Other Notable Main Cast Members

Several other actors contributed significantly as main cast members during
the show’s run:

e Jesse Plemons as Landry Clarke, the intelligent and loyal best friend of
Tim Riggins.

e Aimee Teegarden as Julie Taylor, the daughter of Eric and Tami Taylor,
who navigates her own challenges growing up in Dillon.

e Zach Gilford as Matt Saracen, the shy but talented quarterback who
undergoes significant character growth.

Supporting and Recurring Actors

Beyond the main cast, the friday night lights cast included numerous
supporting and recurring actors who enriched the storyline and created a more
immersive world.

Jurnee Smollett as Jess Merriweather

Jurnee Smollett portrayed Jess Merriweather, a strong-willed and ambitious
student who challenged societal norms and brought diversity to the show’s
portrayal of Dillon’s community.



Scott Porter as Jason Street

Scott Porter’s character, Jason Street, was the star quarterback whose career
was tragically ended by a spinal injury. His storyline explored themes of
perseverance and adapting to life’s unexpected changes.

Other Supporting Actors
The series featured a wide range of supporting characters who contributed to

various subplots:

e Brad Leland as Buddy Garrity, the passionate booster club president.

e Michael B. Jordan as Vince Howard, a troubled youth who joins the
football team in later seasons.

e Liz Mikel as Corrina Williams, a dedicated school principal.

Character Descriptions and Development

The depth of character development within the friday night lights cast was a
hallmark of the show’s storytelling, allowing viewers to connect deeply with
each individual’s journey.

Eric and Tami Taylor’s Relationship

The dynamic between Eric and Tami Taylor showcased a strong partnership
balancing professional demands and family life. Their evolving relationship
depicted realistic challenges faced by many couples, emphasizing
communication and mutual support.

Growth of the Dillon Panthers’ Players

Players like Matt Saracen and Tim Riggins experienced significant personal
growth throughout the series. The cast’s portrayal of these characters
captured the complexities of adolescence, including issues such as identity,
responsibility, and ambition.

Community and Social Themes

The cast’s interactions highlighted broader community and social issues,
including economic hardship, racial tensions, and educational challenges.
These themes were woven seamlessly into character arcs, making the show



resonate on multiple levels.

Career Highlights of the Cast After the Show

Members of the friday night lights cast have pursued successful careers in
television, film, and theater following the series’ conclusion, further
establishing their talents and versatility.

Kyle Chandler’s Continued Success

Kyle Chandler has appeared in numerous acclaimed projects, including major
films and television series. His post-"Friday Night Lights" roles have
solidified his reputation as a leading actor in Hollywood.

Connie Britton’s Diverse Roles

Connie Britton has taken on a variety of roles across genres, earning
multiple award nominations for her work in television dramas and anthologies,
showcasing her range and depth as an actress.

Taylor Kitsch’s Film Career

Taylor Kitsch transitioned into major film roles, starring in blockbuster
movies and independent films alike. His performances have demonstrated his
ability to tackle diverse characters beyond the football field.

Other Cast Members’ Ventures

e Jesse Plemons has gained recognition for his work in critically
acclaimed series and films, often portraying complex characters.

e Michael B. Jordan has become a prominent figure in Hollywood, starring
in blockbuster franchises and earning critical praise.

e Scott Porter continues to work extensively in television, taking on
varied roles that display his versatility.

Impact and Legacy of the Friday Night Lights



Cast

The friday night lights cast contributed to a show that has left a
significant imprint on television drama, sports storytelling, and cultural
representation.

Cultural Influence

The authentic performances of the cast helped establish "Friday Night Lights"
as a defining series about American football and small-town life, influencing
subsequent sports dramas and character-driven television shows.

Critical Acclaim and Awards

The cast’s work earned numerous awards and nominations, including Emmy
recognition, highlighting the quality of acting and storytelling that the
ensemble delivered consistently.

Enduring Fanbase

The chemistry and commitment of the friday night lights cast have fostered a
dedicated fanbase that continues to celebrate the series through conventions,
rewatching, and discussions, attesting to the show’s lasting appeal.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the main cast members of Friday Night
Lights?

The main cast members of Friday Night Lights include Kyle Chandler as Coach
Eric Taylor, Connie Britton as Tami Taylor, Taylor Kitsch as Tim Riggins,
Jesse Plemons as Landry Clarke, and Aimee Teegarden as Julie Taylor.

Which actor played Coach Eric Taylor in Friday Night
Lights?

Kyle Chandler played the role of Coach Eric Taylor in Friday Night Lights.

Did any cast members of Friday Night Lights go on to
have notable careers?

Yes, several cast members such as Taylor Kitsch, Jesse Plemons, and Connie
Britton have gone on to have successful acting careers in film and



television.

Was the Friday Night Lights cast nominated for any
awards?

Yes, the cast of Friday Night Lights received various nominations, including
Primetime Emmy nominations, with Kyle Chandler winning an Emmy for
OQutstanding Lead Actor in a Drama Series.

Are any of the Friday Night Lights cast members also
musicians?

Taylor Kitsch, who played Tim Riggins, has shown musical talent, and some
other cast members have been involved in music, but none are primarily known
as musicians.

Did any of the Friday Night Lights cast members
appear in the original movie?

No, the TV series Friday Night Lights featured a different cast from the
original 2004 movie.

How did the chemistry among the Friday Night Lights
cast contribute to the show's success?

The strong chemistry and authentic relationships among the cast members
helped create a believable and compelling portrayal of small-town life and
football culture, contributing greatly to the show's success.

Which Friday Night Lights cast member played Landry
Clarke?

Jesse Plemons played the character Landry Clarke in Friday Night Lights.

Are there any recent projects involving Friday Night
Lights cast members?

Several cast members like Jesse Plemons and Kyle Chandler continue to work in
high-profile projects, including films and popular TV series, maintaining
their presence in the entertainment industry.

Additional Resources

1. Friday Night Lights: A Town, a Team, and a Dream
This is the original non-fiction book by H.G. Bissinger that inspired the



television series. It chronicles the 1988 season of the Permian High School
Panthers football team in Odessa, Texas. The book captures the intense
pressure on the players, coaches, and community as they strive for a state
championship. It offers a deep look at the social and economic issues in a
small Texas town obsessed with football.

2. The Friday Night Lights Companion: A Season in the Life of the Texas
Longhorns

This companion book provides additional insights into the world of Friday
Night Lights, focusing on the real-life Texas Longhorns football team. It
includes behind-the-scenes stories, interviews, and photographs that give
fans a closer look at the culture of Texas high school football. The book
also explores the impact of the sport on players and their communities.

3. Friday Night Lights: The Story of the TV Series

A detailed guide to the acclaimed television show based on the book and film.
This book covers the development of the series, character analyses, and
episode summaries. It also contains interviews with cast members and
creators, providing fans with an in-depth understanding of the show's
production and themes.

4. Coach Taylor’s Playbook: Leadership Lessons from Friday Night Lights
Inspired by the character of Coach Eric Taylor, this book explores leadership
principles demonstrated throughout the series. It draws lessons on teamwork,
resilience, and motivation that can be applied in sports and everyday life.
The book combines quotes and anecdotes from the show with practical advice
for readers.

5. Small Town, Big Dreams: Life Lessons from Friday Night Lights

This book reflects on the broader life lessons depicted in Friday Night
Lights, such as perseverance, community, and hope. It discusses how the
characters’ experiences resonate with viewers beyond football. The book
encourages readers to find inspiration in the struggles and triumphs of the
show’'s cast and characters.

6. Behind the Scenes of Friday Night Lights: Cast and Crew Interviews

A collection of interviews and stories from actors, writers, and producers
who worked on the Friday Night Lights TV series. It offers personal insights
into the casting process, character development, and memorable moments on
set. Fans will appreciate the candid reflections and anecdotes shared by the
cast and crew.

7. The Women of Friday Night Lights: Voices from the Field and Sidelines
Focusing on the female characters and actresses of the series, this book
explores the roles women played in the male-dominated world of Texas
football. It highlights their stories, challenges, and contributions both in
the show and behind the scenes. The book also examines how the series
portrayed issues of gender and family dynamics.

8. Friday Night Lights: The Legacy of the Permian Panthers
This book delves into the real-life history and legacy of the Permian High



School football team. It traces the team’s impact on the community over the
decades and how it inspired the Friday Night Lights franchise. The narrative
includes profiles of notable players and coaches who contributed to the
team’s storied reputation.

9. Friday Night Lights Fan Guide: Trivia, Quotes, and More

A fun and engaging book for fans of the series, packed with trivia questions,
memorable quotes, and character profiles. It serves as a perfect companion
for Friday Night Lights enthusiasts who want to test their knowledge and
relive favorite moments. The guide also includes fun facts and behind-the-
scenes tidbits to enhance the fan experience.
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friday night lights cast: Supporting Actors in Motion Pictures Dr. Roger L. Gordon,
2018-01-23 Supporting Actors in Motion Pictures By: Dr. Roger L. Gordon Supporting Actors in
Motion Pictures is a compilation of biographies of supporting actors that spans from the advent of
sound through the present day. Supporting actors, known also as character actors, often play in
roles that complement the lead with comedy, drama, or other means, and are the backbone of any
good film, television program, or stage performance. This book contains over 300 biographies that
highlight the careers of the many talented actors and actresses that have appeared on the big screen
throughout the past 100 years.
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Wikipedia contributors,
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friday night lights cast: Celebrity Biographies - The Amazing Life Of Amber Heard - Famous
Actors Matt Green, Ever wondered how Amber Heard rose to stardom? American actress Amber
Heard was born in Austin, Texas, in April 1986. Her mother and father, an internet researcher and a
contractor, raised their daughters among guns and Catholicism, but allowed their children to pursue
and explore their own individual interests growing up. Almost immediately, Amber became one of
the most popular girls at her school; she was funny, gorgeous, and thoughtful enough to attract
peers of both genders. Despite a seemingly idyllic life, Amber strongly felt that she did not belong in
Texas.This feeling intensified as a teenager; she lost her best friend in a car accident and renounced
religion when she discovered the teachings of Ayn Rand. For more interesting facts you must read
her biography. Grab your biography book NOW!

friday night lights cast: Encyclopedia of Television Shows, 1925 through 2010, 2d ed. Vincent
Terrace, 2014-01-10 This fully updated and expanded edition covers over 10,200 programs, making
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it the most comprehensive documentation of television programs ever published. In addition to
covering the standard network and cable entertainment genres, the book also covers programs
generally not covered elsewhere in print (or even online), including Internet series, aired and
unaired pilot films, erotic series, gay and lesbian series, risque cartoons and experimental programs
from 1925 through 1945.

friday night lights cast: Acting in Young Hollywood Frederick Levy, 2009 The youth
performing market is hotter than ever, enjoying an unprecedented number of successful television
shows and movies, such as Hannah Montana and High School Musical. Kids and teens - and adults
who can play young - are in demand and experiencing astonishing levels of celebrity and attention.
Top talent manager Frederick Levy specialises in developing young talent and here offers a potent
mix of authority and encouragement to steer today's performing youth to the careers of their
dreams. The advice in this book can be applied to both stage and screen careers and covers the
whole industry, as well as, Hollywood. From necessary tools (headshots) to the team of players
(agents, managers) to auditions and booking a job, Levy details what to expect and teaches actors
what they can do to manage and maintain a long-term career. For kids, special focus is given to
labour laws, education options and how parents fit in as managers and vital members of the support
team. Filled with anecdotes about working in the business, the book will both entertain readers and
offer firm, practical advice not just from the author but from other actors, acting coaches, agents,
casting directors and more.

friday night lights cast: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Television Series by Warner Bros.
Television Wikipedia contributors,

friday night lights cast: A Star Is Found Janet Hirshenson, Jane Jenkins, Rachel Kranz,
2007-11-05 “These veteran insiders have a passion for casting major motion pictures, and they use
meetings with famous people to illustrate how Hollywood works.” —Publishers Weekly For anyone
who's ever walked out of a movie and said, “That guy was all wrong for the part,” comes this
first-of-its-kind look at how actors are chosen and careers are born. Two of the top casting directors
in the business, who recently cast the much-lauded choice of Daniel Craig as the new James Bond,
offer an insider’s tour of their crucial craft—spotting stars in the making. Janet and Jane share the
fascinating, funny stories of discovering and casting then-unknown stars such as Julia Roberts, Tom
Cruise, Leonardo DiCaprio, John Cusack, Matt Damon, Jennifer Connelly, Virginia Madsen, Joaquin
Phoenix, Meg Ryan, Benicio Del Toro, and the Harry Potter kids. Taking us from the first casting call
through head shots, auditions, meetings, and desperate searches to fill a part, they give us the kind
of behind-the-scenes access to the machinery of star-making that captivates movie fans and aspiring
actors alike. “In an exuberant, faultlessly pleasant manner, the authors take us behind the
Hollywood curtain and into a world often misunderstood . . . remarkable reading.” —PopMatters
“Parlour game fun . . . Good-natured and always professional, Hirshenson and Jenkins impart the
tenets of their craft.” —The New York Times Book Review “Reads as fast and easily as a finely honed
script.” —The Columbus Dispatch “Hirshenson and Jenkins have done much to demystify the process
of matching actors with movie roles in this must-read for anyone interested in acting or casting.”
—Booklist

friday night lights cast: Wikipedia ,

friday night lights cast: The Literary Filmography Leonard Mustazza, 2006-05-17 From the
very infancy of the film industry, filmmakers have relied heavily upon literature as the foundation for
their movie material. Well-known literary works such as Dickens’s A Christmas Carol and
Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter were adapted to film in the silent era, as were such books as
Thomas Dixon’s Jr.’s The Klansman, basis for the film Birth of a Nation. In recent years, Nick
Hornsby’s About a Boy and each of Helen Fielding’s Bridget Jones’s Diary novels were the basis for
popular movies bearing the same names. A guide to English-language works that have been adapted
as theatrical and television films, this volume includes books (both fiction and non-fiction), short
stories, newspaper and magazine articles and poems. Entries are arranged alphabetically by literary
title with cross-listings for films made under different titles. Each entry includes the original work’s



title, author, year of first publication, literary prizes, and a brief plot summary. Information on film
adaptation(s) of the work, including adaptation titles, director, screenwriter, principal cast and the
names of the characters they portray, major awards, and availability in the most common formats
(DVD, VHYS), is also offered.

friday night lights cast: Tell Me Everything Minka Kelly, 2023-05-02 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER A Washington Post best celebrity memoir of 2023 An Audible best celebrity memoir of
2023 “A timely, urgent portrait of working-class American women.” —Gabrielle Union In her highly
anticipated memoir Tell Me Everything, Minka Kelly shares a story as powerful as it is page-turning.
Fans know her as the spoiled, rich cheerleader Lyla Garrity on Friday Night Lights or as the affluent,
mysterious Samantha on the HBO megahit Euphoria. But as revealed for the first time in these
pages, Minka Kelly’s life has been anything but easy. Raised by a single mother who worked as a
stripper and struggled with addiction, Minka spent years waking up in strange apartments as she
and her mom bounced around the country, relying on friends and relatives to take them in. At times
they even lived in storage units. She reconnected with her father, Aerosmith’s Rick Dufay, and
eventually made her way to Los Angeles, where she landed the role of a lifetime on Friday Night
Lights. Now an established actress and philanthropist, Minka takes this next step in her career as a
writer. She has poured her soul into the pages of this book, which ultimately tells a story of triumph
over adversity, and how resilience and love are all we have in the end.

friday night lights cast: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Television Series by 20th Century
Fox Television Wikipedia contributors,

friday night lights cast: Frame by Frame III Audrey T. McCluskey, Audrey Thomas
McCluskey, 2007 An invaluable compendium for anyone interested in cinema

friday night lights cast: The Coppolas Vincent LoBrutto, Harriet R. LoBrutto, 2012-08-22 This
fascinating, behind-the-scenes look at a Hollywood dynasty offers an in-depth study of the films and
artistry of iconic director Francis Ford Coppola and his daughter, Sofia, exploring their work and
their impact on each other, both personally and professionally. The Coppolas: A Family Business
examines the lives, films, and relationship of two exemplary filmmakers, Francis Ford Coppola and
his daughter Sofia. It looks at their commonalities and differences, as artists and people, and at the
way those qualities are reflected in their work. Much of the book is devoted to Francis and his
outstanding achievements—and equally notable failures—as a screenwriter, director, producer, and
presenter of landmark works of cinema. The narrative goes beyond the heyday of his involvement
with Hollywood to analyze his more recent projects and the choices that led him to create small,
independent films. In Sofia's case, the story is one of women's growing independence in the arts,
revealing how Sofia developed her craft to become a cinematic force in her own right. In addition to
its insightful commentary on their contributions to cinema past and present, the volume provides
intriguing hints at what fans might anticipate in the future as both Coppolas continue to expand
their artistry.

friday night lights cast: Sport im Film Robert Gugutzer, Barbara Englert, 2014-10-01 Lange
Zeit von den Sozial- und Kulturwissenschaften ignoriert und als bloffe Mainstream-Unterhaltung
stigmatisiert, erlangt der Sportfilm zunehmend wissenschaftliche Aufmerksamkeit. Der
interdisziplinar angelegte Band verdeutlicht das vielfaltige und vielschichtige, gleichwohl noch nicht
annahernd ausgeschopfte wissenschaftliche Analyse- und Reflexionspotenzial des Sportfilms. Die
Beitrage der national und international renommierten Autorinnen und Autoren fokussieren im
Besonderen den Sportspielfilm mit seinen zahlreichen Subgenres wie Football-, Basketball-, Box-,
Olympia- und Kampfsportfilm. Das steigende Interesse am Sportfilm resultiert aus der wachsenden
Einsicht, dass es sich hierbei um ein Genre handelt, das pointiert gesellschaftliche Zustande,
kulturelle Ideologien sowie politisch-okonomische Strukturen reflektiert und kritisiert. Der Sportfilm
thematisiert historische Ereignisse, gesellschaftliche Entwicklungen wie auch individuelle und
kollektive (Anti-)Helden. Er gibt Aufschluss uber kulturspezifische Besonderheiten des Sports und
dessen Verflechtung mit anderen gesellschaftlichen Handlungsfeldern. Daruber hinaus inszeniert er
zeitgeisttypische und zugleich allgemeingultige (Korper-)Ideale, Werte, Konflikt- und



Handlungsmuster. Der Sportfilm reproduziert damit nicht nur gesellschaftliche und sportliche
Wirklichkeit, sondern konstruiert sie im Medium einer emotional wirkmachtigen Bildsprache
gleichermalSen mit.

friday night lights cast: Michael B. Jordan Jon Sterngass, 2020-06-01 Michael B. Jordan got
his start as a child model before he took up acting in television shows including The Wire and All My
Children. Some of his finest moments, however, were in film, including the roles of Adonis Creed in
the Creed films and of Erik Killmonger Stevens/N'Jadaka in Marvel's Black Panther—the
highest-grossing solo superhero film and the highest-grossing film by a black director. Now in his
30s, Jordan shows no sign of slowing down. Michael B. Jordan profiles this hardworking actor and
his amazing career.

friday night lights cast: American Sports Murry R. Nelson, 2013-05-23 America loves sports.
This book examines and details the proof of this fascination seen throughout American society—in
our literature, film, and music; our clothing and food; and the iconography of the nation. This
momentous four-volume work examines and details the cultural aspects of sport and how sport
pervasively reflects—and affects—myriad aspects of American society from the early 1900s to the
present day. Written in a straightforward, readable manner, the entries cover both historical and
contemporary aspects of sport and American culture. Unlike purely historical encyclopedias on
sports, the contributions within these volumes cover related subject matter such as poetry, novels,
music, films, plays, television shows, art and artists, mythologies, artifacts, and people. While this
encyclopedia set is ideal for general readers who need information on the diverse aspects of sport in
American culture for research purposes or are merely reading for enjoyment, the detailed nature of
the entries will also prove useful as an initial source for scholars of sport and American culture.
Each entry provides a number of both print and online resources for further investigation of the
topic.

friday night lights cast: JJ] Abrams - A Study in Genius Neil Daniels, 2015-10-11 J.J. Abrams
is one of the most successful director-writer-producers working in Hollywood, and now that he is
being offered the chance to visit a galaxy far, far away to direct the long-awaited Star Wars sequel,
his reputation is set to shoot ever higher.Much like his hero Steven Spielberg, such has been
Abrams’ success that he has himself become something of a brand, especially since his popular
revitalisation of Star Trek as producer of the 2009 blockbuster, as well as its 2013 sequel, Star Trek
Into Darkness. However, in the early nineties Abrams began his career writing relatively average
movie scripts, such as Regarding Henry and Forever Young, before moving into the world of TV with
the college-based drama Felicity.It wasn’t until the spy series Alias that his career truly launched.
Since the early 2000s, Abrams has dominated genre-TV with the success of cult shows such as Lost
and Fringe. At the same time, he found time for the big screen, directing Mission: Impossible III and
his personal homage to Spielberg, Super 8 as well as producing the innovative monster movie
Cloverfield. Then, not content with distinction in these two fields, 2013 saw the release of his first
novel S. with Doug Dorst.While Abrams sceptics note that not everything he has been involved with
has worked - after a number of his TV shows have been cancelled and some of his films have
received mixed reviews - there’s no question that Abrams is one of Hollywood’s most powerful
people. Set to dominate the world of SF for years to come, this is the first biography of the cult
legend.
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Texas forever? See what the “Friday Night Lights” cast has been up to since leaving Dillon
(AOL29d) "Clear eyes, full hearts, can't lose." That rallying cry Coach Eric Taylor (Kyle Chandler)
first used to fire up the Dillon Panthers has been echoing ever since Friday Night Lights kicked off in
2006
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Taylor Kitsch Shares Honest Advice for the “Friday Night Lights” Reboot Cast: ‘It’s Not
Gonna Last Forever’ (Exclusive) (AOL1mon) “Take absolute ownership of whatever character
you're given. Take risks,” Kitsch says of a few pro tips for the reboot’s cast Kitsch, who isn’t
reprising his role in Peacock’s reboot, played Tim
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