
genealogy of biopolitics

genealogy of biopolitics is a critical framework that traces the historical development and
conceptual evolution of political power over life and populations. This field of study sheds light on how
modern states regulate, control, and manage human life through various institutions, policies, and
social practices. The genealogy of biopolitics explores the intersections between biology, politics, and
power, revealing the mechanisms through which populations are subjected to governance. By
examining key thinkers, historical contexts, and theoretical advancements, this article provides a
comprehensive overview of the genealogy of biopolitics, highlighting its significance in contemporary
political theory and social sciences. The discussion will include foundational concepts, primary
contributors like Michel Foucault, and the broader implications of biopolitical analysis in modern
governance and societal structures. The following sections will outline the origins, development, and
critical perspectives related to the genealogy of biopolitics.

Historical Origins of Biopolitics

Michel Foucault and the Conceptualization of Biopolitics

Key Themes in the Genealogy of Biopolitics

Applications and Implications of Biopolitics in Modern Society

Contemporary Debates and Critiques

Historical Origins of Biopolitics
The genealogy of biopolitics begins with the historical emergence of political strategies aimed at
managing life at the population level. Early forms of biopolitical control can be traced back to the
development of sovereign power and the transition from feudal governance to centralized nation-
states. This shift involved new techniques for regulating birth rates, mortality, health, and social
behavior to optimize the productivity and stability of populations. The rise of statistics, public health
initiatives, and demographic studies during the 17th and 18th centuries provided the empirical basis
for the governance of life, marking a foundational moment in the genealogy of biopolitics.

Pre-modern Practices of Population Control
Before the modern state, rulers exercised power primarily through sovereign authority, which
included the right to take life or allow it to flourish. However, early forms of biopolitical control
involved mechanisms such as quarantine laws, moral regulations, and public health measures aimed
at protecting the community. These practices laid the groundwork for later biopolitical governance by
establishing the principle that populations could be managed through laws and policies.



The Role of Enlightenment Thought
Enlightenment thinkers contributed to the genealogy of biopolitics by emphasizing rationality,
progress, and the scientific management of society. The rise of political economy and demographic
analysis introduced new ways of understanding populations as dynamic entities requiring regulation.
Concepts such as population health, welfare, and economic productivity became central concerns for
emerging modern states.

Michel Foucault and the Conceptualization of
Biopolitics
Michel Foucault is widely regarded as the seminal figure in the genealogy of biopolitics, having
articulated the concept as a distinctive form of power that emerged in the modern era. His analysis
focuses on how power shifted from sovereign control over death to a regulatory power over life,
termed “biopower.” Foucault’s work elucidates the mechanisms through which states exercise control
over bodies and populations, highlighting the role of disciplines, institutions, and knowledge systems
in this process.

Biopower and Governmentality
Foucault introduced biopower as the intersection of two poles: the disciplining of individual bodies and
the regulation of populations. This dual approach enables modern governance to optimize life through
surveillance, normalization, and intervention. Governmentality, another key concept, refers to the art
of governing beyond traditional state apparatuses, involving a wide array of institutions and practices
that shape conduct.

Disciplinary Institutions and Population Management
In Foucault’s genealogy of biopolitics, disciplinary institutions such as hospitals, schools, and prisons
play a critical role in shaping individual behavior and reinforcing societal norms. These institutions
function as sites where biopolitical power is exercised through surveillance, training, and
normalization, contributing to the broader regulation of populations.

Key Themes in the Genealogy of Biopolitics
The genealogy of biopolitics encompasses several recurring themes that illuminate the relationship
between power, life, and governance. These themes help to understand how biopolitics operates
across different contexts and historical periods, offering insights into the mechanisms of control and
resistance.

Life as a Political Object
One fundamental theme is the politicization of life itself. Biopolitics transforms biological existence



into a site of political intervention, where life processes such as birth, health, and mortality become
central concerns of governance. This politicization challenges traditional distinctions between the
biological and political spheres.

Normalization and Control
The genealogy of biopolitics reveals how normalization functions as a key technique of power.
Through statistical norms, medical standards, and social expectations, populations are guided toward
desirable behaviors and conditions. This process includes mechanisms of inclusion and exclusion
based on health, race, class, and other criteria.

Surveillance and Regulation
Surveillance plays an essential role in biopolitical governance by enabling continuous monitoring and
assessment of populations. Regulatory practices, from public health policies to immigration controls,
rely on data collection and analysis to manage populations effectively.

Applications and Implications of Biopolitics in Modern
Society
The genealogy of biopolitics has significant implications for understanding contemporary social and
political issues. Biopolitical analysis sheds light on how governments and institutions manage health
crises, migration, reproductive rights, and social inequalities. This section outlines key applications of
biopolitical thought in modern governance.

Public Health and Epidemiology
Public health initiatives exemplify biopolitical governance by targeting the health of populations
through vaccination campaigns, sanitation measures, and disease surveillance. The genealogy of
biopolitics helps explain how these practices balance individual freedoms with collective welfare.

Reproductive Technologies and Population Policies
Biopolitics extends to the regulation of reproduction through policies on contraception, fertility
treatments, and family planning. These interventions demonstrate the state’s interest in shaping
demographic patterns and controlling biological life processes.

Security and Migration Control
The management of migration and border security reflects biopolitical concerns with regulating
population flows and maintaining social order. Practices such as biometric identification and detention
centers illustrate contemporary biopolitical mechanisms of control.



List of Key Applications of Biopolitics

Public health management and disease control

Reproductive rights and family planning policies

Immigration regulation and border security

Surveillance technologies and data governance

Social welfare and population welfare programs

Contemporary Debates and Critiques
The genealogy of biopolitics continues to inspire scholarly debate and critical reflection. While
biopolitical theory offers powerful tools for analyzing power and life, it also faces critiques regarding
its implications and limitations. This section highlights some contemporary discussions surrounding
biopolitics.

Critiques of Biopolitical Power
Critics argue that biopolitics can legitimize intrusive forms of state control and justify exclusionary
practices. There are concerns about the potential for biopolitical governance to reinforce inequalities
and marginalize vulnerable populations through discriminatory policies.

Expanding the Genealogy: Intersectionality and Global
Perspectives
Recent scholarship seeks to expand the genealogy of biopolitics by incorporating intersectional
analyses and considering non-Western contexts. These approaches emphasize how race, gender,
class, and colonial histories intersect with biopolitical power, offering more nuanced understandings.

Technological Advances and Biopolitical Futures
The rise of digital surveillance, genetic engineering, and artificial intelligence presents new challenges
and opportunities for biopolitical governance. The genealogy of biopolitics must adapt to analyze
these emerging technologies and their implications for life and power.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the genealogy of biopolitics?
The genealogy of biopolitics refers to the historical development and critical analysis of the concept of
biopolitics, primarily explored by Michel Foucault, which examines how states regulate populations
through various techniques and strategies of power focused on life and biological processes.

Who is the key thinker behind the concept of biopolitics?
Michel Foucault is the key thinker behind the concept of biopolitics. He introduced the term to
describe the ways in which modern states exert control over the biological aspects of their
populations through regulatory mechanisms and policies.

How does genealogy relate to the study of biopolitics?
Genealogy, as a method developed by Nietzsche and employed by Foucault, involves tracing the
historical emergence and transformation of concepts and practices. In studying biopolitics, genealogy
uncovers the origins, power relations, and shifts in how life and populations have been governed.

What historical periods are important in the genealogy of
biopolitics?
Important historical periods include the 18th and 19th centuries, especially the emergence of modern
nation-states, capitalism, and public health systems, which saw the rise of population management,
statistics, and regulatory controls foundational to biopolitics.

How does the genealogy of biopolitics help understand
contemporary governance?
By tracing biopolitics' origins, genealogy reveals how modern governance increasingly focuses on
managing life processes such as health, reproduction, and mortality, helping to critically analyze
contemporary practices like surveillance, healthcare policies, and bioethics.

What role do power and knowledge play in the genealogy of
biopolitics?
Power and knowledge are central to biopolitics; genealogy shows how knowledge about populations
(e.g., statistics, medicine) becomes a tool for exercising power, enabling states to regulate bodies and
life through disciplinary and regulatory mechanisms.

Can the genealogy of biopolitics inform debates on bioethics
and human rights?
Yes, the genealogy of biopolitics provides critical insight into how life is politicized and controlled,
informing debates on bioethics and human rights by highlighting tensions between individual
autonomy and state regulation in areas like genetic engineering, reproductive rights, and public
health.



Additional Resources
1. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison
Michel Foucault’s seminal work traces the evolution of modern disciplinary institutions and their role
in shaping human behavior. The book explores how power operates through surveillance and
normalization, laying foundational ideas for understanding biopolitics. It provides critical insights into
the genealogy of control over populations.

2. The History of Sexuality, Volume 1: An Introduction
In this influential text, Foucault examines the relationship between power, knowledge, and sexuality.
He challenges traditional narratives about repression and reveals how sexuality became a central
focus for biopolitical regulation. The book is essential for grasping how power infiltrates intimate
aspects of life.

3. Biopolitics: A Reader
Edited by Timothy Campbell, this collection brings together key essays and excerpts that chart the
development of biopolitical thought. It includes writings from Foucault and other influential theorists
who have shaped the discourse. The volume offers a comprehensive overview of the genealogical
roots and contemporary implications of biopolitics.

4. Society Must Be Defended: Lectures at the Collège de France, 1975-76
In these lectures, Foucault elaborates on the concept of biopolitics by linking it to war, racism, and
state sovereignty. He presents a genealogy of power centered on the state's role in managing life and
death. This work deepens understanding of how biopolitical mechanisms operate within political
conflict.

5. The Birth of Biopolitics: Michel Foucault’s Lecture at the Collège de France on Neo-Liberal
Governmentality
Edited and introduced by Thomas Lemke, this book focuses on Foucault’s late lectures exploring the
emergence of neoliberalism and its impact on biopolitical governance. It traces how economic
rationality became intertwined with the regulation of populations. The text provides valuable insight
into the evolution of biopolitical strategies in the late 20th century.

6. Biopolitics and the 'Obesity Epidemic': Governing Bodies
By Abigail Saguy, this book investigates how public health campaigns around obesity illustrate
contemporary biopolitical governance. It analyzes how bodies become sites for the exercise of power
through medical, social, and political discourses. The work highlights the ongoing genealogy of
biopolitical control in health policy.

7. The Biopolitics of Gender
Edited by Mary C. Rawlinson and Jodi O’Brien, this volume explores the intersection of biopolitics and
gender studies. It traces how gender identities and norms have been regulated through biopolitical
mechanisms across history. The book offers a genealogical perspective on the politicization of
gendered bodies.

8. Governing the Soul: The Shaping of the Private Self
Michele Foucault’s analysis of psychological and social regulation reveals another dimension of
biopower. The book traces how individual subjectivities are molded through institutional practices and
discourses. It complements genealogical studies of biopolitics by focusing on the governance of the
self.



9. Biopower: Foucault and Beyond
Edited by Hubert L. Dreyfus and Paul Rabinow, this collection critically engages with Foucault’s
concept of biopower and its subsequent developments. It includes essays that trace the genealogical
emergence and transformation of biopolitical theories. The book is essential for understanding the
broader intellectual lineage of biopolitics.
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  genealogy of biopolitics: International Law for Small-Scale Fisheries Julia N. Nakamura,
2025-03-27 This book provides an original and groundbreaking account of the applicability and key
contributions of international law to small-scale fisheries, a fisheries subsector that has been
historically overlooked by governments and international legal scholarship. Small-scale fisheries
constitute most of the world’s capture fisheries workforce; they sustain the livelihoods of fishers and
their communities while building and transmitting traditional knowledge and culture. Significant
attention has been given to small-scale fisheries by the international community over the past
decade, building the momentum for dedicated research on such a topic. Nevertheless, the literature
examining small-scale fisheries from an international legal perspective remains scarce. This book
fills this gap by systemically examining different international legal regimes to unravel the normative
foundations for securing the meaningful participation of small-scale fisheries peoples in international
fisheries management. It connects the ecosystem approach, a key principle of international fisheries
law, and the human rights regime to elucidate the benefits that participatory international fisheries
management brings to enhance both the ecological and social aspects of fisheries sustainability. It
also examines the extent to which fisheries governance is democratic, and provides an enabling
framework for the integration of fishers’ knowledge into international fisheries management. It is
thereby oriented toward more justice and fair outcomes for small-scale fisheries. This book will be a
valuable resource for academics and researchers with an interest in the governance of fisheries in
international law, the law of the sea, environmental law, and human rights law, as well as to
practitioners and policymakers working on the development and implementation of laws and policies
governing fisheries and natural resources.
  genealogy of biopolitics: Biopolitical Governance Hannah Richter, 2018-05-17 For years
critical theorists and Foucauldian biopolitical theorists have argued against the Aristotelian idea that
life and politics inhabit two separate domains. In the context of receding social security systems and
increasing economic inequality, within contemporary liberal democracies, life is necessarily political.
This collection brings together contributions from both established scholars and researchers
working at the forefront of biopolitical theory, gendered and sexualised governance and the politics
of race and migration, to better understand the central lines along which the body of the governed is
produced, controlled or excluded.
  genealogy of biopolitics: Biopolitical Experience C. Blencowe, 2011-12-15 An original,
comprehensive interpretation of Michel Foucault's analysis of biopolitics – situating biopolitics in the
context of embodied histories of subjectivity, affective investments and structures of experience.
Going beyond lamentation at the horrors of biopolitical domination, the book develops a
positive-critique of biopolitical experience.
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  genealogy of biopolitics: Biopolitics and Ancient Thought Jussi Backman, Antonio Cimino,
2022-03-31 The volume studies, from different perspectives, the relationship between ancient
thought and biopolitics, that is, theories, discourses, and practices in which the biological life of
human populations becomes the focal point of political government. It thus continues and deepens
the critical examination, in recent literature, of Michel Foucault's claim concerning the essentially
modern character of biopolitics. The nine contributions comprised in the volume explore and utilize
the notions of biopolitics and biopower as conceptual tools for articulating the differences and
continuities between antiquity and modernity and for narrating Western intellectual and political
history in general. Without committing itself to any particular thesis or approach, the volume
evaluates both the relevance of ancient thought for the concept and theory of biopolitics and the
relevance of biopolitical theory and ideas for the study of ancient thought. The volume is divided into
three main parts: part I studies instances of biopolitics in ancient thought; part II focuses on aspects
of ancient thought that elude or transcend biopolitics; and part III discusses several modern
interpretations of ancient thought in the context of biopolitical theory.
  genealogy of biopolitics: The Routledge Handbook of Biopolitics Sergei Prozorov, Simona
Rentea, 2016-08-05 The problematic of biopolitics has become increasingly important in the social
sciences. Inaugurated by Michel Foucault’s genealogical research on the governance of sexuality,
crime and mental illness in modern Europe, the research on biopolitics has developed into a broader
interdisciplinary orientation, addressing the rationalities of power over living beings in diverse
spatial and temporal contexts. The development of the research on biopolitics in recent years has
been characterized by two tendencies: the increasingly sophisticated theoretical engagement with
the idea of power over and the government of life that both elaborated and challenged the
Foucauldian canon (e.g. the work of Giorgio Agamben, Antonio Negri, Roberto Esposito and Paolo
Virno) and the detailed and empirically rich investigation of the concrete aspects of the government
of life in contemporary societies. Unfortunately, the two tendencies have often developed in isolation
from each other, resulting in the presence of at least two debates on biopolitics: the
historico-philosophical and the empirical one. This Handbook brings these two debates together,
combining theoretical sophistication and empirical rigour. The volume is divided into five sections.
While the first two deal with the history of the concept and contemporary theoretical debates on it,
the remaining three comprise the prime sites of contemporary interdisciplinary research on
biopolitics: economy, security and technology. Featuring previously unpublished articles by the
leading scholars in the field, this wide-ranging and accessible companion will both serve as an
introduction to the diverse research on biopolitics for undergraduate students and appeal to more
advanced audiences interested in the current state of the art in biopolitics studies.
  genealogy of biopolitics: Genealogy of Obedience Justyna Wlodarczyk, 2018-08-27 In
Genealogy of Obedience Justyna Włodarczyk provides a long overdue look at the history of
companion dog training methods in North America since the mid-nineteenth century, when the
market of popular training handbooks emerged. Włodarczyk argues that changes in the functions
and goals of dog training are entangled in bigger cultural discourses; with a particular focus on how
animal training has served as a field for playing out anxieties related to race, class and gender in
North America. By applying a Foucauldian genealogical perspective, the book shows how changes in
training methods correlate with shifts in dominant regimes of power. It traces the rise and fall of
obedience as a category for conceptualizing relationships with dogs.
  genealogy of biopolitics: Neoliberalism Reloaded Matías Saidel, 2023-01-30 Neoliberalism
Reloaded: Authoritarian Governmentality and the Rise of the Radical Right analyzes the violent
enforcement of neoliberal governmentality and its relationship to the emergence of a new political
and cultural Right that combines political authoritarianism, ethnocentric nationalism, racism,
misogyny, and antifeminism with neoliberal economic principles. Many critical thinkers have defined
this post-2008 crisis phase as a fascist moment of neoliberalism since far-Right movements and
parties are not only enhancing their political representation but also setting the agenda of today’s
politics. However, such a crucial political moment needs more precise analytical tools. In this



framework, Neoliberalism Reloaded: Authoritarian Governmentality and the Rise of the Radical
Right seeks to understand the emergence of the New Right and punitive neoliberalism not only as a
reaction to a crisis of accumulation but also as an outcome of neoliberal reason and the historical
neoliberal alliance with conservative and reactionary political forces. Therefore, far from thinking
this moment as exceptional, this book seeks the roots of today’s punitive neoliberalism in its
theoretical framework and in the violence inherent to neoliberal capitalism towards those racialized,
colonized, genderized and precarized populations that cannot adjust to the norm of competitiveness.
Thus, Neoliberalism Reloaded seeks to contribute to understanding the challenges of our present as
a necessary step to imagine alternative futures.
  genealogy of biopolitics: Environmental Law and Governance for the Anthropocene Louis
Kotzé, 2017-06-15 The era of eco-crises signified by the Anthropocene trope is marked by rapidly
intensifying levels of complexity and unevenness, which collectively present unique regulatory
challenges to environmental law and governance. This volume sets out to address the currently
under-theorised legal and consequent governance challenges presented by the emergence of the
Anthropocene as a possible new geological epoch. While the epoch has yet to be formally confirmed,
the trope and discourse of the Anthropocene undoubtedly already confront law and governance
scholars with a unique challenge concerning the need to question, and ultimately re-imagine,
environmental law and governance interventions in the light of a new socio-ecological situation, the
signs of which are increasingly apparent and urgent. This volume does not aspire to offer a univocal
response to Anthropocene exigencies and phenomena. Any such attempt is, in any case, unlikely to
do justice to the multiple implications and characteristics of Anthropocene forebodings. What it does
is to invite an unrivalled group of leading law and governance scholars to reflect upon the
Anthropocene and the implications of its discursive formation in an attempt to trace some initial,
often radical, future-facing and imaginative implications for environmental law and governance.
  genealogy of biopolitics: Critical Terms for Animal Studies Lori Gruen, 2018-10-23
Alexandra Horowitz, Peter Singer, Barbara King, Christine Korsgaard, and others explore the core
concepts of this interdisciplinary field: “Recommended.” —Choice Animal Studies is a rapidly
growing interdisciplinary field devoted to examining, understanding, and critically evaluating the
complex relationships between humans and other animals. Scholarship in Animal Studies draws on a
variety of methodologies to explore these multi-faceted relationships in order to help us understand
the ways in which other animals figure in our lives and we in theirs. Bringing together the work of a
group of internationally distinguished scholars, Critical Terms for Animal Studies offers distinct
voices and diverse perspectives, exploring significant concepts and asking important questions.
What do we mean by anthropocentrism, captivity, empathy, sanctuary, and vulnerability, and what
work do these and other critical terms do in Animal Studies? How do we take non-human animals
seriously, not simply as metaphors for human endeavors, but as subjects themselves? Sure to
become an indispensable reference for the field, Critical Terms for Animal Studies not only provides
a framework for thinking about animals as subjects of their own experiences, but also serves as a
touchstone to help us think differently about our conceptions of what it means to be human, and the
impact human activities have on the more than human world. “The subject of animal studies is at a
crucial stage, still being mapped out and defining itself, and this volume is very useful, given its
conciseness, its all-star cast of contributors, and its breadth in providing a guide to some of the key
ideas.” —Colin Jerolmack, New York University
  genealogy of biopolitics: Beyond Foucault: Excursions in Political Genealogy Michael Clifford,
2018-10-15 This book is a printed edition of the Special Issue Beyond Foucault: Excursions in
Political Genealogy that was published in Genealogy
  genealogy of biopolitics: Capitalism's Sexual History Nicola Jo-Anne Smith, 2020 As
ongoing controversies over commercial sex attest, the relationship between capitalism and sexuality
is deeply contentious. Economic and sexual practices are assumed to be not only separable but
antithetical, hence why paid sex is so often criminalized and morally condemned. Yet, while sexuality
is highly politicized in moral terms, it has largely been overlooked in the discipline devoted to the



study of global capitalism, international political economy (IPE). Likewise, the prevailing field in
sexuality studies, queer theory, has frequently sidelined questions of political economy. This book
calls for critical scholarship to challenge the economy/sexuality dichotomy as it not only structures
disciplinary debates but is part and parcel of capitalism itself.Capitalism's Sexual History brings IPE
and queer theory into close dialogue to explore how the division between economy and sexuality has
been historically produced to appear both natural and moral. By examining sex work in Britain,
Nicola J. Smith draws on in-depth archival research to chart a history of capitalism's sexual relations
from medieval times to the present day. She shows how capitalist development was made possible
by the appropriation of unpaid sexual labor that relied, in turn, on the repression and production of
paid sex. By tracing the historical construction of boundaries around sex and work, this book
exposes how capitalism has long profited from the notion that the sexual and economic spheres can
and must be kept apart. In so doing, it offers a distinctive contribution to the study of sex and work
as well as to wider scholarly, activist, and policy debates about political economy, reproductive
labor, gender equality, and sexual justice.
  genealogy of biopolitics: Agamben's Philosophical Lineage Adam Kotsko, 2018-11-30
Istanbul's AemberlitaAY HamamA provides a case study for the cultural, social and economic
functions of Turkish bathhouses over time
  genealogy of biopolitics: Ashgate Critical Essays on Women Writers in England,
1550-1700 Clare R. Kinney, 2017-05-15 The last twenty-five years have seen exciting new
developments in scholarly work on Lady Mary Wroth, whose Urania and Pamphilia to Amphilanthus
constitute the first romance and the first sonnet sequence to be published by an Englishwoman.
Wroth's writings enter into a suggestive and gendered dialogue with the lyric and narrative works of
her uncle, Sir Philip Sidney, even as they carve out a place for her own literary experiments. This
volume gathers together some of the most striking recent criticism addressing Wroth's oeuvre; many
of its essays also discuss the intellectual and cultural contexts in which she wrote. The collection is
prefaced by an extended editorial overview of scholarship in the field.
  genealogy of biopolitics: The Metacolonial State Najeeb A. Jan, 2019-01-04 'An urgent and
extraordinary book. Weaving a philosophical analysis of Heidegger, Agamben and Foucault, Jan
draws out the implications of their thought for a radical analysis of the ontological politics of Islam
and Pakistan. Whether writing about the 'Ulama and Deoband schools, blasphemy laws, the military,
beards, or the Bamiyan Buddhas, Jan provokes and challenges our thinking while unearthing the
ground on which Pakistan—and our world—are built.' —Joel Wainwright, Department of Geography,
Ohio State University, USA 'In this exceptionally inventive and important book, Jan shows us that the
problems besetting political life in Pakistan are part of a more troubling crisis in modern forms of
power. Challenging accounts that cordon off political Islam from the West, Jan discloses their
fundamental indistinction and thus, through his practice of critical ontology, reorients our
understanding of how power and violence are at work in the world.' —Joshua Barkan, Department of
Geography, University of Georgia, USA The Metacolonial State presents a novel rethinking of the
relationship between Islam and the Political. Key to the text is an original argument regarding the
biopoliticization of Islam and the imperative need for understanding sovereign power and the state
of exception in resolutely ontological terms. Through the formulation of a critical ontology of
political violence, The Metacolonial State endeavors to shed new light on the signatures of power
undergirding postcolonial life, while situating Pakistan as a paradigmatic site for reflection on the
nature of modernity's precarious present. The cross-disciplinary approach of Dr. Jan's work is
certain to have broad appeal among geographers, historians, anthropologists, postcolonial theorists,
and political scientists, among others. At the same time, his explication of critical ontology – with its
radical reading of the interlacement of history, power and the event – promises to add a bold new
dimension to social science research on Islamism and biopolitics.
  genealogy of biopolitics: The Biopolitics of Gender Jemima Repo, 2016 This book theorizes
the idea of gender itself as an apparatus of power developed to reproduce life and labor. From its
invention in 1950s psychiatry to its appropriation by feminism, demography and public policy, the



book examines how gender has been deployed to optimize production and reproduction over the
past sixty years.
  genealogy of biopolitics: Arendt, Natality and Biopolitics Rosalyn Diprose, 2018-09-17 A
literary, historical and philosophical discussion of attitudes to blindness by the sighted, and what the
blind 'see'
  genealogy of biopolitics: The Political Ontology of Giorgio Agamben German Eduardo
Primera, 2019-04-18 With the publication of The Use of Bodies (2016), Agamben's multi-volume
Homo Sacer project has come to an end, or to paraphrase Agamben, has been abandoned. We now
have a new vantage point from which to reread Agamben's corpus; not only his method but his
political and philosophical thought can been seen in a clearer light. This timely book both assesses
and contributes to the debates on the Homo Sacer project in its entirety. Rethinking the notions of
life and power – two of the central themes in Agamben's work – through a reconstruction of his
philosophical method and an examination of his critique of Western metaphysics, this book argues
that Agamben's thought cannot be fully grasped if we do not account for the intertwining of politics
and ontology. This book argues that it is only by revisiting Agamben's critique of signification and
metaphysics and examining his reconstruction of the archaeological method that we can understand
his notions of life and power. By bringing together the two parts of the Homo Sacer project – the
archaeology of the signature of Sovereignty and the archaeology of governmentality – this book
provides an analysis of the production of Agambenian 'bare life'. In this sense this project
re-articulates Agamben's works on signification, language and ontology with his archaeology of
power. Offering an original examination of Agamben's notion of resistance, this is essential reading
for any thoughtful consideration of his philosophical legacy.
  genealogy of biopolitics: The Bloomsbury Handbook of Literary and Cultural Theory
Jeffrey R. Di Leo, 2018-11-15 The Bloomsbury Handbook of Literary and Cultural Theory is the most
comprehensive available survey of the state of theory in the 21st century. With chapters written by
the world's leading scholars in their field, this book explores the latest thinking in traditional schools
such as feminist, Marxist, historicist, psychoanalytic, and postcolonial criticism and new areas of
research in ecocriticism, biopolitics, affect studies, posthumanism, materialism, and many other
fields. In addition, the book includes a substantial A-to-Z compendium of key words and important
thinkers in contemporary theory, making this an essential resource for scholars of literary and
cultural theory at all levels.
  genealogy of biopolitics: Regenerating England Christopher Lawrence, Anna-K. Mayer,
2000 In the inter-war years there was much debate in Britain as to whether the best path to
post-World War I regeneration would be found in the promises of science and technology, in
continued and increased efficiency, in specialization and professionalization or whether the future of
the nation depended on a rediscovery of older (and more authentic) ways of doing things, on a
defiant anti-modernism. This debate on Britain's future was often conducted in terms of Englishness
and the rebirth of a lost, more spiritual, village England. However, 'Englishness' also entered
inter-war social thinking through eclectic assimilations of diverse traditions. Prominent themes in
the discourses on Britain's post-war regeneration include national character, citizenship, fitness,
education, utopia, community and so on. The chapters in the present volume address these themes
and break new ground by examining debates well known in political and literary history through
their relations to science, medicine, architecture and ideas of social and political 'health'.
  genealogy of biopolitics: Biopolitics, Governmentality and Humanitarianism Volha Piotukh,
2015-04-10 This book critically analyses the changing role and nature of post-Cold War
humanitarianism, using Foucault's theories of biopolitics and governmentality. It offers a compelling
and insightful interpretation of the policies and practices associated with ‘new humanitarianism in
general, as well as of the dynamics of two specific international assistance efforts: the post-2001
conflict-related assistance effort in Afghanistan and the post-2000 Chernobyl-related assistance
effort in Belarus. The central argument of the book is that ‘new’ humanitarianism represents a
dominant regime of humanitarian governing informed by globalising neoliberalism and is reliant on



a complex set of biopolitical, disciplinary and sovereign technologies. It demonstrates that, while the
purposes of humanitarian governing are specific to particular contexts, its promise of care is more
often than not accompanied by sovereign and/or biopolitical violences. Making an important
contribution to existing scholarship on humanitarian emergencies and humanitarian action, on
biopolitics and governmentality, this book will be of much interest to students and scholars of
humanitarianism, critical security studies, governmentality and International Relations generally.
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