
god beyond religion

god beyond religion is a concept that transcends traditional religious boundaries and
emphasizes a universal, spiritual understanding of divinity. This idea explores the nature of
God as an entity or force that exists independently of organized religious systems,
doctrines, or rituals. In a world marked by diverse faiths and beliefs, the notion of a god
beyond religion offers a way to connect spirituality with personal experience rather than
institutionalized practices. This article delves into the philosophical, theological, and
cultural implications of understanding God beyond religion, examining how this perspective
influences spirituality, ethics, and interfaith dialogue. By exploring historical contexts,
contemporary interpretations, and practical applications, the article sheds light on why
many seek a relationship with the divine outside conventional religious frameworks. The
discussion also considers the role of mysticism, universalism, and the quest for meaning in
shaping the idea of God beyond religion. Below is an overview of the key topics covered.

Understanding the Concept of God Beyond Religion

Historical Perspectives on God Beyond Institutional Faiths

Philosophical and Theological Foundations

Spirituality and Personal Experience

Implications for Interfaith Dialogue and Unity

Practical Approaches to Experiencing God Beyond Religion

Understanding the Concept of God Beyond
Religion
The concept of god beyond religion involves recognizing a divine reality that is not confined
to any particular religious tradition. It suggests that God or a supreme being transcends
human-made religious structures, rituals, and dogmas. This understanding opens up the
possibility of a universal spirituality accessible to all individuals, regardless of their religious
affiliation or lack thereof.

God beyond religion is often associated with attributes such as omnipresence,
omnipotence, and omniscience but viewed through a lens that avoids sectarian
interpretations. This approach encourages a direct, personal connection with the divine that
is free from the limitations imposed by institutionalized faith.

Distinguishing God from Organized Religion
Organized religion typically involves a set of doctrines, rituals, and community practices



that define a faith tradition. In contrast, the idea of god beyond religion emphasizes a
spiritual reality that exists independently of these frameworks. It prioritizes direct
experience and inner realization over external observance.

This distinction allows individuals to explore spirituality in a way that is inclusive, adaptable,
and often more aligned with personal beliefs and experiences.

Key Characteristics of God Beyond Religion

Universality: Accessible to all, regardless of religious background.

Transcendence: Exists beyond human concepts and limitations.

Immanence: Present within individuals and the natural world.

Non-dogmatic: Free from rigid doctrines and sectarianism.

Personal yet impersonal: Can be experienced subjectively or viewed as an abstract
principle.

Historical Perspectives on God Beyond
Institutional Faiths
The idea of a god beyond religion has roots in various philosophical and spiritual traditions
throughout history. Many mystics, philosophers, and religious reformers have emphasized a
direct connection to the divine that transcends established religious boundaries.

Ancient Philosophical Traditions
In ancient philosophy, particularly within Platonism and Neoplatonism, the concept of “the
One” or the “Good” represented an ultimate reality beyond the gods of mythology and
religion. These traditions viewed the divine as an ineffable source of all existence,
accessible through contemplation and reason rather than ritual.

Mysticism Across Religions
Mystical traditions in Christianity, Islam (Sufism), Hinduism, and Buddhism often stress a
personal, experiential knowledge of God or ultimate reality that transcends formal religious
practice. These mystical paths emphasize inner transformation and direct union with the
divine presence.



Religious Reform and Universalism
Movements advocating religious reform and universalism have historically challenged the
exclusivity of particular faiths. Figures such as Meister Eckhart, Rumi, and more
contemporary spiritual teachers have promoted the idea that God or the divine transcends
any single religious identity.

Philosophical and Theological Foundations
The concept of god beyond religion draws on various philosophical and theological ideas
that challenge traditional religious frameworks. These foundations provide a basis for
understanding the divine in a more inclusive and expansive way.

Natural Theology and Rational Inquiry
Natural theology seeks to understand God through reason and observation of the natural
world, without relying on revealed scriptures or religious authority. This approach supports
the idea that God’s existence and attributes can be discerned independently of religion.

Panentheism and Pantheism
Panentheism posits that God interpenetrates every part of the universe while also
extending beyond it, bridging transcendence and immanence. Pantheism identifies God
with the universe itself. Both perspectives illustrate ways to conceive of God beyond
conventional religious parameters.

Non-Dualism and Ultimate Reality
Philosophical non-dualism, found in Advaita Vedanta and other traditions, emphasizes the
oneness of existence and the dissolution of separations between the self and God. This
view supports the understanding of a god beyond religion as an indivisible ultimate reality.

Spirituality and Personal Experience
Spirituality focused on god beyond religion centers on individual experience and inner
transformation. It prioritizes personal encounters with the divine over adherence to
institutionalized belief systems.

Inner Awareness and Meditation
Practices such as meditation, contemplation, and mindfulness are commonly employed to
cultivate a direct experience of the divine presence. These techniques help individuals
transcend religious dogma and access a broader spiritual reality.



Ethical Living and Universal Values
Spirituality beyond religion often emphasizes ethical principles that resonate across
cultures and faiths, such as compassion, honesty, and justice. These values serve as
practical expressions of a higher spiritual truth accessible to all.

Personal Transformation and Growth
The journey toward understanding god beyond religion typically involves personal growth,
self-awareness, and the development of a sense of interconnectedness with all life.

Implications for Interfaith Dialogue and Unity
Recognizing god beyond religion has significant implications for fostering interfaith
understanding and cooperation. It creates a common spiritual ground that transcends
doctrinal differences.

Promoting Religious Tolerance
This perspective encourages respect and acceptance of diverse religious traditions by
focusing on shared experiences of the divine rather than divisive dogmas.

Building Bridges Between Faiths
By emphasizing universal aspects of spirituality, god beyond religion can serve as a
foundation for dialogue and collaboration among different religious communities.

Encouraging Inclusive Spiritual Communities
Spiritual communities that embrace the idea of god beyond religion often welcome
individuals from varied backgrounds, fostering inclusivity and mutual support.

Practical Approaches to Experiencing God Beyond
Religion
Experiencing god beyond religion involves practical steps that individuals can take to
cultivate a deeper spiritual connection independent of organized faiths.

Engaging in Contemplative Practices
Activities such as meditation, prayer without prescribed formulas, and silent reflection can



facilitate direct awareness of the divine beyond religious contexts.

Exploring Nature and the Cosmos
Many find a sense of the divine through immersion in nature and contemplation of the
universe, recognizing a spiritual dimension that transcends human institutions.

Living with Purpose and Compassion
Aligning daily actions with universal ethical values embodies the presence of god beyond
religion in practical life, promoting harmony and meaning.

Reading and Reflecting on Diverse Spiritual Texts

Studying philosophical works on spirituality and divinity.1.

Exploring mystical writings from various traditions.2.

Reflecting on teachings that emphasize universal spiritual truths.3.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the concept of 'God beyond religion' mean?
The concept of 'God beyond religion' refers to the idea that God or a higher power
transcends organized religious boundaries and doctrines, emphasizing a universal
spirituality that connects all beings regardless of specific faith traditions.

How do people perceive God beyond traditional
religious contexts?
Many people perceive God beyond traditional religious contexts as an abstract, universal
force or consciousness that exists beyond human definitions, often focusing on personal
spiritual experiences rather than institutional beliefs.

Can spirituality exist without religion when believing in
God beyond religion?
Yes, spirituality can exist without religion when believing in God beyond religion. Individuals
may seek a personal connection with the divine or the universe without adhering to formal
religious practices or dogmas.



What are common themes in the idea of God beyond
religion?
Common themes include unity, love, compassion, interconnectedness, and the belief that
divinity is accessible to all people regardless of religious affiliation or lack thereof.

How does the idea of God beyond religion address
religious conflicts?
The idea of God beyond religion promotes tolerance and understanding by focusing on
shared spiritual values rather than divisive doctrines, potentially reducing religious conflicts
by emphasizing common humanity and divine unity.

Are there philosophical or spiritual traditions that
support the idea of God beyond religion?
Yes, traditions such as mysticism, pantheism, certain strands of Hinduism and Buddhism,
and modern spiritual movements often support the idea of a divine presence beyond the
confines of organized religion.

How does the concept of God beyond religion influence
interfaith dialogue?
It encourages open-mindedness and respect among different faiths by highlighting the
possibility of a shared divine essence, fostering cooperation and mutual understanding
among diverse religious communities.

What challenges does the idea of God beyond religion
face in contemporary society?
Challenges include skepticism from both religious adherents who view organized religion as
essential for understanding God, and secular individuals who may reject any notion of
divinity, as well as difficulties in defining or experiencing a concept of God that lacks
traditional structure.

Additional Resources
1. The God Beyond Belief: Embracing the Divine Outside Religion
This book explores the concept of God as a universal presence that transcends organized
religion. It invites readers to experience spirituality through personal connection rather than
dogma. The author discusses how various cultures perceive the divine beyond institutional
frameworks.

2. Awakening to the Divine: Discovering God Outside Religious Boundaries
Focusing on spiritual awakening, this book guides readers in recognizing divinity in
everyday life. It emphasizes mindfulness and inner reflection as pathways to experiencing



God beyond religious constructs. The text includes practical exercises to deepen one’s
spiritual awareness.

3. God Without Borders: Spirituality Beyond Religious Limits
This book challenges the notion that God is confined to any single religion. It presents a
comparative study of mystical traditions and their shared understanding of a higher power.
Readers are encouraged to embrace a more inclusive and expansive view of the divine.

4. The Silent God: Encountering the Divine in Stillness
Highlighting the power of silence and meditation, this book explores how God can be
perceived in moments of quietude beyond religious rituals. It offers insights into
contemplative practices that foster a direct experience of the sacred. The author draws
from various spiritual traditions to support this approach.

5. Beyond Faith: The Journey to a Personal God
This narrative follows individuals who have moved beyond traditional faith systems to find a
personal connection with God. It discusses the challenges and rewards of forging one’s own
spiritual path. The book encourages readers to question and redefine their understanding of
divinity.

6. Universal Spirit: Exploring God Beyond Dogma
A deep dive into the philosophy of a universal spirit that transcends religious doctrines. The
author examines historical and contemporary perspectives on God as an all-encompassing
force. This book is ideal for readers interested in spirituality without the confines of
organized religion.

7. The Essence of God: A Journey Beyond Religion
This work distills the core qualities of God as experienced across different cultures and
spiritual traditions. It emphasizes love, compassion, and unity as the essence of the divine.
The book encourages readers to seek these qualities within themselves and the world
around them.

8. Spiritual Liberation: Finding God Without Religious Chains
Focusing on liberation from religious constraints, this book offers a path to spiritual
freedom. It explores how individuals can connect with God through personal experience
rather than external authority. The author provides tools for breaking free from limiting
beliefs.

9. The Infinite Divine: Understanding God Beyond Religious Contexts
This book presents a philosophical and spiritual exploration of the infinite nature of God. It
argues that the divine cannot be fully captured by any single religion or ideology. Through
essays and reflections, the author invites readers to contemplate the boundless aspects of
God.
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  god beyond religion: Finding God Beyond Religion , 2013-08-07 This accessible guide to a
meaningful spiritual life is a salve for your soul. It reinterprets traditional religious teachings central
to the Christian faith God, Jesus, faith, prayer, morality and more in ways that connect with people
who have outgrown the beliefs and devotional practices that once made sense to them. It helps you
find new ways to understand and relate to traditional, narrowly defined Christian truths that honor
their full spiritual power and scope, and opens your mind and heart to the full impact of Christian
teachings.
  god beyond religion: Ultimate Truth Steven Colborne, 2013
  god beyond religion: Finding God Beyond Religion Tom Stella, 2013-03-01 Take Your
Understanding of Church Teachings from Limiting to Life-Giving—& Free Your Faith to Flourish No
longer sustained by easy answers, we may find ourselves standing before a three-pronged fork in the
road: we can wander in the direction of conventional beliefs and practices, we can reject God and
turn away from religion altogether, or we can embrace our uncertainty as an invitation to a more
vital understanding of both God and religion. —from the Introduction Do you describe yourself as
spiritual but not religious? Whether young or old, church connected or not, are you spiritually
restless for an authentic faith life but do not find conventional religious teachings pertinent to you?
This accessible guide to a meaningful spiritual life is a salve for your soul. It reinterprets traditional
religious teachings central to the Christian faith—God, Jesus, faith, prayer, morality and more—in
ways that connect with people who have outgrown the beliefs and devotional practices that once
made sense to them. It helps you find new ways to understand and relate to traditional, narrowly
defined Christian “truths” that honor their full spiritual power and scope, and opens your mind and
heart to the full impact of Christian teachings.
  god beyond religion: God Beyond Knowledge H.A. Hodges, 1979-06-17
  god beyond religion: The God Beyond Organized Religion Laurene Beth Bowers,
2016-01-05 Following the death of her best friend since high school, a religion professor re-examines
her own personal beliefs about god. She realizes she doesn't want to be consoled by a 'transactional'
god who exchanges 'right' belief and 'good' behavior for services upon request. She explores the
concept of a 'transformative' god, one not aligned with any particular religion, who equips people to
adapt to challenges and to spiritually grow from crises and traumas. Out of our experiences,
something positive can emerge which helps us to be more empathic toward the suffering of others.
Her story demonstrates how grief can be an opportunity to ponder the great mysteries of life and
make meaning of our existence. She describes this process as a journey up the side of a mountain to
explore how a concept of god both reflects and impacts the way a society approaches its
contemporary social problems, such as global warming, poverty, and inequality. In doing so, she
encounters a god beyond organized religion.
  god beyond religion: God Beyond Religion George Bockl, 1988
  god beyond religion: Beyond Religion Allen J. Wineland, 2015-10-21 In Beyond Religion Allen
Wineland reveals the essence of Christian spirituality and provides a guide for people who are
searching for spiritual fulfillment beyond what they have found within organized religion or through
their own efforts independent of any church. Wineland goes right to the scriptures of the Christian
Bible to show what Jesus really taught about the nature of God and the role of God in our spiritual
lives. It is an approach that will not be welcomed by some Christians but one that Jesus, Paul and
even many of the writers of the Old Testament would wholeheartedly support because it is based on
what they said, not on 2000 years of interpretation by religious institutions whose purposes have
often been far from spiritual. Churches and church leaders, in their zeal to promote their own
institutional and ideological agendas, have driven many people away from Christian spirituality.
Wineland provides a way back for these people. They won't be disappointed.
  god beyond religion: A God Beyond Belief Lance Moore, 2019-12-14 Something Has Gone
Terribly Wrong… We face a spiritual crisis, but the extremes of religious fundamentalism on one
hand, and scientific atheism on the other, offer no cure. Scepticism is soaring, especially among



Millennials. Daily, we read of scandals among our politicians, priests and Hollywood stars. Mass
shootings are epidemic, yet entertainment media glorifies violence. Drugs, not “religion” as Karl
Marx claimed, are now the “opiate of the masses. “Christian” TV preachers use donations to
purchase private jets and mansions - while children starve. The White House has claimed that “Truth
is not the truth.” Our leaders and institutions have lost all moral authority. A common religious
response to crisis is to thump the Bible harder and louder. This book challenges us to go beyond a
simple, childish belief. Dr Lance Moore offers an intelligent faith rooted in a respect for Scripture,
while taking a fresh look at calcified orthodoxies. He invites readers to embrace paradox - in
Spirituality and in Science - to rediscover God for our Quantum Age.
  god beyond religion: God Beyond Religions - an Atheist's and Scientist S Perception of God and
Jesus John Paily, 2018-03-05 Religions and Science mold our world and our destiny. Creation and
existence is the greatest subject of human quest. Religions handled this subject ruling us in the
name of Unseen God. Modern scientific world emerged against the oppression of humanity by the
religions. Science is a new search for God and His Mind. Science's search for creation has ended in
Big Bang Theory from one great black hole and singularity. Here space-time, matter, energy gets
destroyed. It means there is no cause for origin. Thus we have a great paradoxical question, What
banged at Big Bang? Even information was thought to be destroyed. Now it is assumed that
information survives and is retrievable. Nobody knows how. Science failure to unearth the secret of
creation and existence, its failure to comprehend the energetic world, gave scope for the revival of
religions in the second part of last century. Religions strive for the number, they have a stake in
power. They have become the cause of great friction, war, terrorism, and bloodshed. With weapons
of mass destruction, under the belt of all nations and the exponential increase of irrational fanatic
religious people, we are sitting on a doomsday clock that is ticking closer to 12Further, with partial
knowledge science imparted, we have exploited the earth and her resources recklessly stressing Her
and its ecosphere. The energy of the earth is violently peaking and falling. The telltale of signs of
earth and its ecosphere collapsing and becoming unsuitable for life is becoming increasingly
evident. Popes of scientific world have given less than 80 years to humanity to leave earth and
populate other planets. The present spiritual and religious revival are caused by spontaneous
awakening. This movement first happened in believers of Jesus and is called Pentecostal Movement
or Holy Spirit movement. It has grown popular, because of miracle cure and wonders. This
movement has spread to organized church in a new name Charismatic movement. Today we have
thousands of New Age Pentecostal churches, blooming around the world; all of them are taking the
Powerful name of Jesus and preaching Bible. This awakening has ignited other religions too,
enhancing religious friction. Jesus is the Pivot of this movement. Jesus left His peace on Earth. Jesus
is supposed to have come to defeat the evil minds and establish the kingdom of God on Earth. But
when we stand back to observe the status of the present world we see the whole system is fast going
to a collapsing point. The question arises is Jesus and His Calvary Sacrifice going waste? I an atheist
and scientist who happened to be touched by the spirit of Jesus today carry immense hope for the
world in His Sacrifice. I see Calvary as a science of creation beyond religion. I by Grace understand
the spirit of Jesus as Force and field that Einstein searched for and which is working from Great
Black Hole, bringing back all the lost information and knowledge. Spirit of Jesus is the Great
Attractor, around which our global disordered system collapses into a new order. Spirit of Jesus is
the Transforming agent, Transforming us from the old to New Time Cycle Jesus's Spirit is striving to
give New Life and illuminate our mind, such that humanity comes out of the bondage of religion to
know Truth and their oneness in One Great Parental God. It is leading us to the New dimension of
Spirituality and Knowledge, where science and spirituality, west and east unite.
  god beyond religion: God Beyond Boundaries Perry Schmidt-Leukel, 2017 Fruitful
relationships and constructive interaction between religions have become more important than ever.
But what about the issues of truth and conflicting truth claims? Is it a betrayal of one's own faith to
acknowledge the truth of other religions? The current work is the first English translation of Gott
ohne Grenzen, published in 2005. In this much acclaimed study, Perry Schmidt-Leukel defends



religious pluralism showing under which presuppositions Christians can accept other religions as
equally valid without denying their differences. He discusses in detail how the pluralist position
opens up new perspectives in Christianity's dialogue with Jews, Muslim, Hindus and Buddhists.
Schmidt-Leukel, Perry, Prof. Dr., ist Professor für Religionswissenschaft und interkulturelle
Theologie an der Universität Münster. Er ist am Exzellenzcluster Religion und Politik der Universität
Münster beteiligt. Er ist Mitglied im international advisory board des Forschungsprojektes 'Religion
und Dialog in modernen Gesellschaften' an der Akademie der Weltreligionen der Universität
Hamburg. Seine Schwerpunkte sind unter anderem Theologie der Religionen, interreligiöse
Beziehungen, christlich-buddhistischer Dialog und Pluralismusfähigkeit der Religionen.
  god beyond religion: To Know Him Gloria Copeland, 2008-09-16 For readers who feel there is
something missing in their daily walk with God, Gloria Copeland explains that relationship-learning
to talk with and listen to God in daily encounters-is what will change their lives. Knowing God
requires a lifestyle of communion with Him. While religion creates numbing routine, relationship
ignites the power to overcome sin and to prosper in every area of life. Regularly communicating with
God strengthens believers, builds their faith, and makes way for them to lay hold of all God's
blessings through Jesus Christ. Warm, personal, and inspiring, TO KNOW HIM is a friendly guide to
discovering an exciting, promising relationship with God.
  god beyond religion: Divine Nobodies Jim Palmer, 2006-10-15 What does a Hip-Hop artist,
Waffle House waitress, tire salesman, and disabled girl have to do with discovering spiritual truth?
What if embracing authentic Christianity is a journey of unlearning? Welcome to Jim Palmer's world!
Don Miller meets Anne Lamott meets Brian McLaren in this tale of shedding religion and plunging
into uncharted depths of knowing God. Jim Palmer, emergent pastor, shares his compelling off-road
spiritual journey and the unsuspecting people who became his guides. Perhaps God's reason for
wanting me, writes Palmer, is much better than my reason for wanting him. Maybe God's idea of my
salvation trumps the version I am too willing to settle for. Seeing I needed a little help to get this,
God sent a variety pack of characters to awaken me. For all those hoping there's more to God and
Christianity than what they've heard or experienced, each chapter of Divine Nobodies gives the
reader permission and freedom to discover it for themselves. Sometimes comical, other times tragic,
at times shocking, always honest; Jim Palmer's story offers an inspiring and profound glimpse into
life with God beyond institutional church and conventional religion. I am tempted to say that Jim
Palmer could well be the next Donald Miller, but what they have in common, along with an honest
spirituality and extraordinary skill as storytellers, is a unique voice . . . Divine Nobodies is a delight
to read, and it was good for my soul to read it. -BRIAN MCLAREN Author of The Secret Message of
Jesus You hold in your hands an amazing story of a broken man finding freedom in all the right
places-in God's work in the lives of some extraordinarily ordinary people around him. You will thrill
to this delightful blend of gut-wrenching honesty and laugh-out-loud hilarity, and in the end you'll
find God much closer, the body of Christ far bigger and your own journey far clearer than you ever
dreamed. -WAYNE JACOBSEN Author of Authentic Relationships
  god beyond religion: The Bible Beyond Religion Don Murray, 2021-02-02 In this book, Don
Murray explores the wisdom we can inherit from the Bible after Christianity has faded as a creative
religious force. With consciousness becoming a focus of our contemporary search for meaning,
Murray sees the Bible as a witness to the struggle of one tradition in learning how to be human and
thus growing in consciousness. From Eve's first step in the Garden of Eden to the New Heaven and
New Earth of Revelation, the biblical story recounts our long journey toward wholeness, including a
vision of the way ahead. I carry forward the abiding interest of my Scottish Presbyterian ancestors in
the Bible, and its wisdom for their time, our time, and every time.
  god beyond religion: Beyond Religion - God Speaks Linda Wunder Wall, PH D, 2021-11-26
How does God speak to us? If we believe we have received a message, how can we know it is for us?
Is it authentic? Trustworthy...? Retired clinical psychologist, Linda Wunder Wall, shares her
experiences and beliefs, which have evolved from growing up in a conservative Christian-based
belief system into a spiritual, faith-based life. In this short analogy she explores the idea that



perhaps one doesn't need to know the why, how, and who/what behind creation -you can let it
remain a mystery and trust that we receive guidance and support from a greater power, as we
journey through life.
  god beyond religion: Seeking the God Beyond J. P. Williams, 2019-07-29 Apophatic theology,
or negative theology, attempts to describe God, the Divine Good, by negation, to speak only in terms
of what may not be said about the perfect goodness that is God. It is a way of coming to an
understanding of who God is, which has played a significant role across centuries of Christian
tradition but is very often treated with suspicion by those engaging in theological study today. This
book seeks to introduce students to this oft-misunderstood form of spirituality. Beginning by placing
apophatic spirituality within its biblical roots, the book later considers the key pioneers of apophatic
faith and a diverse range of thinkers, including C. S. Lewis and Keats, to inform us in our negative
theological journey. A final section explores what difference a negative theological approach might
make to our practice and our liturgy.
  god beyond religion: Eternal Life: A New Vision John Shelby Spong, 2009-09-01 Drawing on a
lifetime of wisdom, New York Times bestselling author and controversial religious leader John
Shelby Spong continues to challenge traditional Christian theology in Eternal Life: A New Vision. In
this remarkable spiritual autobiography about his lifelong struggle with the questions of God and
death, he reveals how he ultimately came to believe in eternal life.
  god beyond religion: Evidence of God Sanjeev Sareen, 2023 The majority of people believe in
the existence of God and follow different paths to realize Him. It is good to have a spiritual belief,
but is not enough. The distance between us and God remains. The confusion remains and we still,
sort of, look for evidence of God. It’s because we haven’t experienced Him. The belief is not fully
converted into faith. By working within, strengthened Belief leads to strengthened faith, and
strengthened Faith leads to the actual Experience. The twenty-first century calls for new insights
into spirituality by analyzing the deepest parallel between various scientific theories and what is
experienced by realized masters. People are already realizing that the traditional practices in all
religions, in the name of spirituality, are mere child plays and thus cannot lead to the realization.
Being in the scientific age, people are now reasoning within and more appreciative of spirituality,
when explained scientifically. The efforts of this book are, to transform your Belief into Faith
through introspection, reflecting on what scriptures say, and primarily through pieces of evidence
that are scientific in nature. Let’s briefly think it over: If lord Rama, Lord Krishna, lord Buddha,
Saint Guru Nanak, Lord Christ, Prophet Mohammad, etc. are the Gods, then was there no God
before them? And then which God did these very masters worship? Did any of these Masters ever
say that ONLY they are the Gods and should be worshiped as personalities? If God is there only in
the temples, churches, etc., and not everywhere, then can He be God? It is projected as if there is a
different God for different religions. Now, what were the religions before these great masters came?
If Christ is God for Christians and not for the whole of humanity without conditions, can He be the
Absolute, the God? Same with the Gods of other religions. God, through these Masters, pointed out
something, but are we moving forward in the direction shown by these great Masters or just holding
on to those symbols and worshiping the hand that has shown us the way? It is important to
remember the great masters, but is it helping us realize The Truth, through traditional ways? To
worship Jesus, because He is Jesus, is not enough. We need to embrace the universal ideals He
taught and strive to be like Him. ​“God is present everywhere, in temples, churches, etc. too, but just
going there will not persuade Him to reveal Himself. Churchgoing is good, but daily meditation is
better still. We are to do both. Because we may certainly have inspiration from going to church, but
from daily meditation we will receive even greater upliftment.” Yogananda Jesus said, “Seek the
Kingdom of God”, Which means God is and there is a kingdom also, and it is possible to seek it. The
kingdom of God is within and is to be sought only within the soul. We are to seek God scientifically.
Just like the fish, which is made from water, is born in water, is inside the water, and is inside the
water, it, is not experiencing anything other than the water alone. Still, the fish, if its consciousness
gets evolved enough, can ask the question, What is the water? How to respond to this query? In the



same way, despite being made of God, by God, we are inside God; God is within, and God is all
around. Ironically, we are still looking for God. It’s like God, seeking God in the human form, which
has forgotten its true identity. But we are not fish. The solution to any problem cannot be had from
the same level of consciousness in which the problem is perceived. The efforts here are to help you
realize who you truly are. And the moment you realize yourself, you realize God, there and then. You
will realize that ONLY GOD EXISTS and You are that!
  god beyond religion: The Violence of Being Jeff Hood, 2017-03-01 In the midst of the
violence of being, Jeff Hood survived 2016. This is a collection of writings to illustrate how.
  god beyond religion: In Sync with the Sacred, Out of Step with the World Tom Stella,
2023-10-11 What does it mean to live in sync with the sacred? For Tom Stella it means living an
authentic life. It means stepping to the cadence of the sacred, which requires a specific type of
courage: the courage to be different, to stand out, to be odd and perhaps even considered a threat
by those who find their identity, comfort, and security in the status quo, the conventional. The good
news is that we can do this while conducting our everyday lives. Unlike Thoreau, who felt he had to
retreat to Walden Pond to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and see if I could
not learn what it had to teach, we don't have to retreat to the woods. According to Stella,
authenticity is first and foremost a matter of being attuned and responsive to the sacred within--to
an instinct, an intuition, a sixth sense, a deep voiceless voice that can be heard even in a crowd. This
inner guide may at times call us to live apart from others, but it surely summons us to follow a road
less traveled; that is to turn away from the conventional wisdom of society, those ways of thinking,
believing, and behaving that go unquestioned--busy is good, more is better, success equals wealth.
Welcome to a refreshing version of spirituality.
  god beyond religion: Spirit(s) in Black Religion Kurt Buhring, 2022-09-10 In this book Kurt
Buhring explores concepts of spirit(s) within various Black religions as a means to make a
constructive theological contribution to contemporary Black theology in regard to ideas of the Holy
Spirit, or pneumatology. He argues that there are rich resources within African and African-based
religions to develop a more robust notion of the Holy Spirit for contemporary Black liberation
theology. In so doing, Buhring offers a pneumatology that understands divine power and presence
within humanity and through human action. The theology offered maintains the fundamental claim
that God acts as liberator of the oppressed, while also calling for greater human responsibility and
capability for bringing about liberation.
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