
garratt v dailey tort law
garratt v dailey tort law represents a landmark case in the study of tort law, particularly in the
area of intentional torts and battery. This case is frequently cited to illustrate the nuances of intent
and the legal standards required to establish liability for battery under tort principles. The controversy
in Garratt v. Dailey involved a young boy who moved a chair, causing an elderly woman to fall, raising
questions about the intent necessary to prove a tortious act. Understanding this case provides
valuable insight into how courts interpret intent, consent, and the elements of battery in tort law. This
article will examine the facts of Garratt v. Dailey, the legal principles applied, and its broader
implications on tort law doctrines. In addition, the discussion will cover related legal concepts such as
intentional torts, battery, and the role of intent in civil liability. The following table of contents outlines
the key sections included in this comprehensive analysis.
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Background and Facts of Garratt v. Dailey
The case of Garratt v. Dailey arose when a five-year-old boy, Brian Dailey, moved a lawn chair on
which Ruth Garratt intended to sit. Unaware that the chair had been moved, Garratt attempted to sit
and subsequently fell, sustaining injuries. The central issue was whether Dailey intended to cause
harm or apprehension of harm by moving the chair. Garratt filed a lawsuit alleging battery, asserting
that Dailey intentionally caused harmful contact. The case highlighted the complexities of intent in
tort law, especially involving minors, and questioned whether the child's knowledge or purpose behind
the act was sufficient to establish liability.

Legal Issues Addressed in the Case
Garratt v. Dailey primarily focused on whether the defendant possessed the requisite intent to
commit battery. The court examined if Dailey’s actions met the legal standard for intentional torts
despite the absence of a motive to harm. Additionally, the case explored how knowledge of the likely
consequences of an action factors into establishing intent. The determination of intent is critical in
tort law, as it differentiates between intentional torts and negligent or accidental conduct. The court's
analysis also considered the defendant's age and capacity to form intent, raising significant questions
about liability in cases involving children.



Intentional vs. Unintentional Acts
The court distinguished intentional torts from negligence by evaluating whether Dailey had
purposefully engaged in conduct that resulted in Garratt’s injury. Intentional torts require a conscious
decision to perform an act that causes harm or offensive contact. In contrast, unintentional torts like
negligence arise from carelessness without deliberate intent. The ruling in Garratt v. Dailey clarified
that intent could be established by proving knowledge with substantial certainty that an action would
lead to a particular outcome.

The Role of Knowledge and Substantial Certainty
The concept of “substantial certainty” was pivotal in this case. The court held that if the defendant
knew with substantial certainty that the act would cause harmful or offensive contact, intent for
battery could be inferred. This standard expands the understanding of intent beyond purposeful harm
to include deliberate knowledge of the consequences. This nuanced interpretation has influenced
subsequent tort cases dealing with intent.

Intent in Tort Law: Definitions and Applications
In tort law, intent refers to the defendant’s state of mind at the time of committing an act that results
in harm. Intentional torts require that the defendant either desires the consequences of their actions
or knows with substantial certainty that the consequences will occur. The Garratt v. Dailey case
exemplifies this principle by demonstrating how knowledge of the likely result can satisfy the intent
requirement even without malicious purpose. Intent is a critical element distinguishing intentional
torts from negligence or strict liability.

Elements of Intent in Tort Law
The essential elements of intent include:

Purposeful Action: The defendant acts with the purpose of causing harm or offensive contact.

Substantial Certainty: The defendant knows that harm is substantially certain to result from
the action.

Volitional Act: The act is a product of the defendant’s conscious decision.

These elements reflect the legal framework used to assess intentional tort claims and were central to
the court’s reasoning in Garratt v. Dailey.

Distinguishing Intent from Motive
It is important to differentiate between intent and motive in tort law. Intent relates to the knowledge
or desire to produce a certain consequence, whereas motive pertains to the reason behind the act.
Motive is generally irrelevant in establishing liability for intentional torts. Garratt v. Dailey highlights



this distinction, as the boy’s motive to move the chair was not to harm but the intent or knowledge of
consequence was sufficient to ground liability.

Battery as an Intentional Tort
Battery is one of the primary intentional torts and involves harmful or offensive contact with another
person without consent. The tort requires proof of intent, contact, and causation. Garratt v. Dailey is a
seminal case in defining the scope of battery, especially regarding the intent element. The ruling
reinforces that battery may be established even when the defendant does not intend harm, but knows
with substantial certainty that an act will result in contact.

Elements of Battery
The following elements must be proven to establish battery in tort law:

Intent: The defendant must intend to cause harmful or offensive contact or know with1.
substantial certainty that such contact will occur.

Contact: There must be actual physical contact with the plaintiff’s person.2.

Harm or Offense: The contact must be harmful or offensive to a reasonable person.3.

Causation: The defendant’s act must be the direct or proximate cause of the contact.4.

In Garratt v. Dailey, moving the chair was considered the volitional act that caused harmful contact,
fulfilling these elements.

Consent and Battery
Consent is a defense to battery, negating liability if the plaintiff agreed to the contact. In Garratt v.
Dailey, no consent was given for the contact that occurred when Garratt fell. This lack of consent
further supported the battery claim. The case underscores the importance of consent and how
unauthorized contact constitutes battery under tort law.

Impact and Significance of Garratt v. Dailey in Tort Law
The Garratt v. Dailey case has had a lasting influence on tort law, particularly in defining intent and
liability in battery cases. Its emphasis on “substantial certainty” as a standard for intent has been
widely adopted in courts across the United States. The case also informs legal approaches to tort
claims involving minors, illustrating how children can be held liable based on their understanding of
their actions’ consequences. Moreover, Garratt v. Dailey serves as a foundational case for teaching
intentional torts and the interpretation of intent in civil liability.



Influence on Subsequent Case Law
Many courts have cited Garratt v. Dailey when addressing issues of intent, especially in cases
involving unintentional harm and children defendants. The case's focus on the defendant’s knowledge
rather than motive has shaped legal precedents and clarified burdens of proof in intentional tort
claims.

Educational Importance
The case is frequently included in law school curricula to illustrate the complexities of intent in tort
law. It provides a practical example of how courts analyze facts and apply legal principles to
determine liability. The decision fosters a deeper understanding of battery and intentional torts in
general.

Related Tort Law Concepts and Case Comparisons
Understanding Garratt v. Dailey is enhanced by examining related tort law concepts and comparable
cases that address intent and battery. These comparisons highlight the nuances in tort liability and
the evolving interpretations of intentional conduct.

Comparison with Other Intentional Torts
Besides battery, other intentional torts include assault, false imprisonment, and intentional infliction
of emotional distress. While assault involves apprehension of harmful contact, battery requires actual
contact. Garratt v. Dailey focuses specifically on battery, but its principles regarding intent apply
broadly across intentional torts.

Notable Similar Cases

Vosburg v. Putney: A case involving unintended harm during a physical altercation,
highlighting intent and causation.

Wagner v. State: Examines the liability of minors in tort claims, similar to Garratt v. Dailey.

Beach v. Hancock: Addresses the concept of substantial certainty in establishing intent.

These cases provide additional context for interpreting intent and liability in tort law, complementing
the lessons from Garratt v. Dailey.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the significance of Garratt v. Dailey in tort law?
Garratt v. Dailey is a landmark case in tort law that helped define the concept of intent in battery,
establishing that a person can be liable for battery if they intentionally cause harmful or offensive
contact, even if they did not intend the harm itself.

What was the main legal issue in Garratt v. Dailey?
The main legal issue in Garratt v. Dailey was whether the defendant, a young boy, had the intent
necessary to commit a battery when he moved a chair, causing the plaintiff to fall.

How did the court interpret 'intent' in Garratt v. Dailey?
The court interpreted 'intent' as the defendant knowing with substantial certainty that their action
would cause a harmful or offensive contact, thereby establishing that intent does not require a desire
to harm, only knowledge that harm is substantially certain to result.

What facts led to the Garratt v. Dailey lawsuit?
In Garratt v. Dailey, the defendant, a five-year-old boy, moved a lawn chair just as the plaintiff was
about to sit down, causing her to fall and suffer injuries. The plaintiff sued for battery, alleging the boy
intended to cause harmful contact.

Why is Garratt v. Dailey important for understanding battery?
Garratt v. Dailey is important because it clarifies that battery requires intent to cause contact or
knowledge that contact is substantially certain to occur, expanding the understanding of intent
beyond a desire to harm to include knowledge of consequences.

Can a minor be held liable for battery according to Garratt v.
Dailey?
Yes, Garratt v. Dailey demonstrates that minors can be held liable for battery if they have the
requisite intent, meaning they knew with substantial certainty that their actions would cause harmful
or offensive contact.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Tort Law: Principles and Cases
This comprehensive book provides a detailed overview of tort law, including key cases such as Garratt
v Dailey. It explores the fundamentals of intentional torts, negligence, and liability, making it an
essential resource for law students and practitioners. The analysis of Garratt v Dailey highlights the
nuances of intent and causation in tort claims.

2. The Law of Torts: Cases and Materials
A widely used casebook that presents significant tort law cases, including Garratt v Dailey, with
commentary and explanations. It offers a thorough examination of legal principles through real-world
examples, aiding readers in understanding how courts apply tort concepts. The book also discusses



the implications of Garratt v Dailey on intentional tort liability.

3. Intentional Torts and Liability: A Practical Guide
Focusing specifically on intentional torts, this book delves into cases like Garratt v Dailey to illustrate
the elements of intent, causation, and damages. It provides practical insights for legal practitioners on
proving intent and defending against claims. The Garratt v Dailey case is used as a pivotal example of
accidental intent in tort law.

4. Tort Law in Context: Cases and Commentary
This book contextualizes tort law within societal and legal frameworks, using landmark cases such as
Garratt v Dailey to demonstrate key concepts. It includes detailed commentary on how intent is
interpreted and the role of factual circumstances in tort decisions. Readers gain a deeper
understanding of the complexities involved in tort litigation.

5. Fundamentals of Tort Law
Designed for beginners, this book breaks down the basic principles of tort law, highlighting important
cases like Garratt v Dailey. It explains the doctrine of intent and how courts assess liability when
actions result in unintentional harm. The book serves as an accessible introduction to tort law’s
essential themes.

6. Case Studies in Tort Law: Intent and Negligence
This collection analyzes various tort cases with a focus on distinguishing intent from negligence,
featuring Garratt v Dailey as a key study. It offers detailed case summaries and legal reasoning that
clarify the boundaries between different types of tortious conduct. The book is valuable for
understanding how courts evaluate mental states in tort claims.

7. Modern Tort Law: Theory and Practice
Combining theoretical perspectives with practical applications, this book discusses cases like Garratt
v Dailey to explore intentional torts and liability issues. It addresses evolving legal standards and the
impact of case law on current tort practices. The Garratt v Dailey case is used to illustrate challenges
in proving intent.

8. The Elements of Tort Law
This text outlines the key elements that constitute tortious acts, using Garratt v Dailey to explain how
intent is established. It offers clear explanations of causation, fault, and damages within the
framework of tort law. The book is a useful resource for those seeking to grasp the foundational
components of tort liability.

9. Tort Law: Cases, Materials, and Questions
A comprehensive resource featuring a broad range of tort law cases, including Garratt v Dailey,
supplemented by questions to encourage critical thinking. It helps readers explore the complexities of
intent and the legal tests applied by courts. This book is ideal for law students preparing for exams or
practitioners refining their understanding of tort principles.
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  garratt v dailey tort law: Tort Law Keith N. Hylton, 2016-06-06 Tort Law: A Modern
Perspective is an advanced yet accessible introduction to tort law for lawyers, law students, and
others. Reflecting the way tort law is taught today, it explains the cases and legal doctrines
commonly found in casebooks using modern ideas about public policy, economics, and philosophy.
With an emphasis on policy rationales, Tort Law encourages readers to think critically about the
justifications for legal doctrines. Although the topic of torts is specific, the conceptual approach
should pay dividends to those who are interested broadly in regulatory policy and the role of law.
Incorporating three decades of advancements in tort scholarship, Tort Law is the textbook for
modern torts classrooms.
  garratt v dailey tort law: Explaining Tort and Crime Matthew Dyson, 2022-07-21 Explains
the development of tort law and criminal law in England by reference to other legal systems from
1850-2020.
  garratt v dailey tort law: Tort Law in Focus ,
  garratt v dailey tort law: Tort Law: Principles in Practice: Principles in Practice ,
  garratt v dailey tort law: Tort Law in the United States H. Beau Baez III, 2020-12-20 Derived
from the renowned multi-volume International Encyclopaedia of Laws, this book provides ready
access to how the legal dimension of prevention against harm and loss allocation is treated in the
United States. This traditional branch of law not only tackles questions which concern every lawyer,
whatever his legal expertise, but also concerns each person’s most fundamental rights on a
worldwide scale. Following a general introduction that probes the distinction between tort and crime
and the relationship between tort and contract, the monograph describes how the concepts of fault
and unlawfulness, and of duty of care and negligence, are dealt with in both the legislature and the
courts. The book then proceeds to cover specific cases of liability, such as professional liability,
liability of public bodies, abuse of rights, injury to reputation and privacy, vicarious liability, liability
of parents and teachers, liability for handicapped persons, product liability, environmental liability,
and liability connected with road and traffic accidents. Principles of causation, grounds of
justification, limitations on recovery, assessment of damages and compensation, and the role of
private insurance and social security are all closely considered. Its succinct yet scholarly nature, as
well as the practical quality of the information it provides, make this book a valuable resource for
lawyers in the United States. Academics and researchers will also welcome this very useful guide,
and will appreciate its value not only as a contribution to comparative law but also as a stimulus to
harmonization of the rules on tort.
  garratt v dailey tort law: LAW OF TORTS (PAPER-I) , 2025-04-21 TP LAW SOLVED SERIES
For LL.B. [Bachelor of Laws] 3 Years, Second Semester Students of ‘University of Lucknow’
  garratt v dailey tort law: Contemporary Australian Tort Law Joanna Kyriakakis, Tina Popa,
Francine Rochford, Natalia Szablewska, Xiaobo Zhao, Jason Taliadoros, Darren O'Donovan, Lowell
Bautista, 2024-01-16 Tort law is a dynamic area of Australian law, offering individuals the
opportunity to seek legal remedies when their interests are infringed. Contemporary Australian Tort
Law introduces the fundamentals of tort law in Australia today in an accessible, student-friendly
way. This edition retains the logical coverage of key aspects of tort law and has been thoroughly
updated to cover recent case law and legal developments. The chapter on defamation has been
comprehensively updated to reflect recent amendments to uniform legislation and its application in
common law. Self-assessment tools throughout the text encourage students to test and apply their
knowledge of key concepts. These features include case questions and review questions throughout
each chapter, as well as longer end-of-chapter hypothetical problems which consolidate students'
application of key concepts to realistic contemporary scenarios. Written by a team of teaching
experts, Contemporary Australian Tort Law is an engaging resource for students new to studying
tort law.
  garratt v dailey tort law: Law 101 Jay M. Feinman, 2006-08-01 The best-selling first edition of
Law 101 provided readers with a vividly written and indispensable portrait of our nation's legal



system. Now, in this revised edition, Jay M. Feinman offers an updated survey of American law,
spiced with new anecdotes and cases, and incorporating fresh material on topics ranging from the
President's war powers, to intellectual property, standard form contracts, and eminent domain. Here
is an exceptionally clear introduction to law, covering the main subjects found in the first year of law
school, giving us a basic understanding of how it all works. Readers are introduced to every aspect
of the legal system, from constitutional law and the litigation process to tort law, contract law,
property law, and criminal law. Feinman illuminates each discussion with many intriguing,
outrageous, and infamous cases, from the scalding coffee case that cost McDonald's half a million
dollars, to the sensational murder trial in Victorian London that led to the legal definition of insanity,
to the epochal decision in Marbury v. Madison that gave the Supreme Court the power to declare
state and federal laws unconstitutional. He broadens the reader's legal vocabulary, clarifying the
meaning of everything from due process and equal protection in constitutional law, to the distinction
between murder and manslaughter in criminal law. Perhaps most important, we learn that though
the law is voluminous and complex, it is accessible to all. Everyone who wants a better grasp of
current legal issues--from students contemplating law school, to journalists covering the legislature
or the courts, to fans of Court TV--will find here a wonderful source of information: a complete,
clear, and colorful map of the American legal system. An entertaining and informative introduction
to the law.... For journalists, those interested in the law, and fans of television law dramas, this book
should be required reading.--Library Journal
  garratt v dailey tort law: Tort Liability in Warfare Haim Abraham, 2024-11-07 In the
turbulent arena of armed conflicts, Tort Liability in Warfare: States' Wrongs and Civilians' Rights
emerges as a groundbreaking exploration of civilians' legal recourse against states for losses to life,
bodily integrity, and property. With a fresh perspective informed by corrective justice, the law of
war, and substantive rule of law principles, Haim Abraham constructs a novel framework for
understanding the moral and legal obligation of states to civilians in the aftermath of combat, and
proposes that existing domestic tort law could and should address wrongful losses in this context.
This book boldly confronts the prevailing academic and legal orthodoxy which dismisses the
application of tort law in times of war, and offers a framework that empowers individuals to
vindicate their rights and acts as a bulwark against abuse of public power. By reviewing and
analyzing the applicability of tort law to peacekeeping, urban warfare, counter-terrorism activities,
and long-range warfare in Australia, Canada, England, Israel, and the United States, the book offers
real world insights on how tort liability can serve as a mechanism for reparations and accountability.
Tort Liability in Warfare is a clarion call for a shift in legal paradigms, urging a path towards
effective remedies for civilians caught in the crossfire of nations at war. It is an essential read for
legal scholars, practitioners, and anyone invested in the pursuit of justice in the complex landscape
of armed conflict. This is an open access title available under the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0
International licence.
  garratt v dailey tort law: The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Negligence and Personal
Injury Law for Non-Lawyers J. D. Teller, Esq. , 2016-07-27 Self-Help Guides to the Law™ explain
the law in clear, concise terms to a popular audience of non-lawyers. Summarizing the key areas of
the law with which readers are most likely to come into contact, the Guides broadly outline the
statutes and cases that govern landlord-tenant relations, personal injury, contracts, family law,
criminal law and constitutional law and procedure. With detailed references to sources for readers
wishing to delve deeper, the Guides are ideal for readers wishing to better understand their legal
rights and responsibilities, regardless of whether they ultimately opt to hire a lawyer. In addition to
The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Contracts, Landlord-Tenant Relations, Marriage, Divorce, Personal
Injury, Negligence, Constitutional Rights and Criminal Law for Non-Lawyers, readers may acquire
the following individual titles: - The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Property Law and Landlord-Tenant
Relations for Non-Lawyers - The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Contracts for Non-Lawyers - The
Self-Help Guide to the Law: Negligence and Personal Injury Law for Non-Lawyers - The Self-Help
Guide to the Law: Know Your Constitutional Rights The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Criminal Law



and Procedure for Non-Lawyers
  garratt v dailey tort law: Restatement of the Law, Torts: Intent, recklessness, and
negligence: definition , 2001
  garratt v dailey tort law: Restatement of the Law, Torts , 1998
  garratt v dailey tort law: Torts John C. P. Goldberg, Benjamin Charles Zipursky, 2010
Christina Brooks Whitman, Francis A. Allen Collegiate Professor of Law, University of Michigan Law
School --
  garratt v dailey tort law: Modern Tort Law J. D. Lee, Barry A. Lindahl, 2001
  garratt v dailey tort law: An Introduction to the Comparative Study of Private Law James
Gordley, Arthur Taylor von Mehren, 2006-07-06 This collection of readings sets out the two
fundamental distinctions between common and civil law, namely that the former originated in the
English courts, the latter in the Roman legal tradition, and that the common law is based on judicial
decisions whereas codes form the basis of modern civil law. The core of the book consists of cases,
statutes and code provisions shaping the doctrines central to the law of property, tort, contract and
unjust enrichment in the United States, England, France and Germany. These materials provide a
road map of the law of each, allowing the reader to consider how doctrines differ, how these
differences emerged and whether the underlying problems and solutions are common to all. They
also allow for comparison to be made between the approaches of common and civil law and to
consider the extent to which they depend on the origin and nature of the law.
  garratt v dailey tort law: The Self-Help Guide to the Law J. D. Teller, Esq. , 2016-07-11
Self-Help Guides to the Law™ explain the law in clear, concise terms to a popular audience of
non-lawyers. Summarizing the key areas of the law with which readers are most likely to come into
contact, the Guides broadly outline the statutes and cases that govern landlord-tenant relations,
personal injury, contracts, family law, criminal law and constitutional law and procedure. With
detailed references to sources for readers wishing to delve deeper, the Guides are ideal for readers
wishing to better understand their legal rights and responsibilities, regardless of whether they
ultimately opt to hire a lawyer. In addition to The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Contracts,
Landlord-Tenant Relations, Marriage, Divorce, Personal Injury, Negligence, Constitutional Rights
and Criminal Law for Non-Lawyers, readers may acquire the following individual titles: - The
Self-Help Guide to the Law: Property Law and Landlord-Tenant Relations for Non-Lawyers - The
Self-Help Guide to the Law: Contracts for Non-Lawyers - The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Negligence
and Personal Injury Law for Non-Lawyers - The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Know Your
Constitutional Rights The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Criminal Law and Procedure for Non-Lawyers
  garratt v dailey tort law: Tort Law and Alternatives Marc A. Franklin, Robert L. Rabin, Michael
D. Green, 2006 Tort law remains a dynamic field, subject to constant refinement and rethinking. The
new Eighth Edition reflects these evolving developments in recent case law and legislative activity,
as well as commentary ranging from the ongoing Third Restatement of Torts (Physical Harm) project
to the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund. The principal focus of this book is the law of
negligence, strict liability, and no-fault as alternative approaches to compensating the victims of
accidental harm and creating optimal incentives to safety. This leading casebook covers all major
aspects of tort law with expertly edited cases, and original text. It also includes detailed discussions
of liability, causation, defamation, privacy, damages, insurance, and tort alternatives.
  garratt v dailey tort law: Tort Liability for Human Rights Abuses George P Fletcher,
2008-10-03 Advancing a bold theory of the relevance of tort law in the fight against human rights
abuses, celebrated US law professor George Fletcher here challenges the community of
international lawyers to think again about how they can use the Alien Tort Statute. Beginning with
an historical analysis Fletcher shows how tort and criminal law originally evolved to deal with
similar problems, how tort came to be seen as primarily concerned with negligence and how the
Alien Tort Statute has helped establish the importance of tort law in international cases. In a series
of cases starting with Filartiga and culminating most recently in Sosa, Fletcher shows how torture
cases led to the reawakening of the Alien Tort Statute, changing US law and giving legal



practitioners a tool with which to assist victims of torture and other extreme human rights abuses.
This leads to an examination of Agent Orange and the possible commission of war crimes in the
course of its utilisation, and the theory of liability for aiding and abetting the US military and other
military forces when they commit war crimes. The book concludes by looking at the cutting-edge
cases in this area, particularly those involving liability for funding terrorism, and the remedies
available, particularly the potential offered by the compensation chamber in the International
Criminal Court.
  garratt v dailey tort law: Education Law Michael Imber, Tyll van Geel, J. C. Blokhuis,
Jonathan Feldman, 2013-10-08 Education Law, 5th Edition is organized around the belief that
students need to read court cases to understand the subtlety and richness of the law, but for legal
neophytes, cases without discussion and interpretation are often too difficult to comprehend. This
textbook provides a comprehensive survey of the legal problems and issues that confront school
administrators and policymakers today. Thus, the text balances an explanation of the important
principles of education law, with actual court decisions to illuminate these concepts. The court
decisions are carefully edited to highlight issues most relevant to administrators, and each chapter
explores implications for policy and practice. This new edition features additional content on
bullying, student privacy, free speech rights, teacher evaluation, collective bargaining, and issues
relating to Internet and technology as well as revised materials dealing with education policy and
updating of references and case law throughout. A companion website with materials for students
and instructors, including links to full cases, a glossary of key concepts, and discussion questions to
help students further engage with the content.
  garratt v dailey tort law: Thinking Like a Lawyer Kenneth J. Vandevelde, 2018-04-19 Law
students, law professors, and lawyers frequently refer to the process of thinking like a lawyer, but
attempts to analyze in any systematic way what is meant by that phrase are rare. In his classic book,
Kenneth J. Vandevelde defines this elusive phrase and identifies the techniques involved in thinking
like a lawyer. Unlike most legal writings, which are plagued by difficult, virtually incomprehensible
language, this book is accessible and clearly written and will help students, professionals, and
general readers gain important insight into this well-developed and valuable way of thinking.
Updated for a new generation of lawyers, the second edition features a new chapter on
contemporary perspectives on legal reasoning. A useful new appendix serves as a survival guide for
current and prospective law students and describes how to apply the techniques in the book to excel
in law school.
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