
farewell to manzanar summary

farewell to manzanar summary offers an insightful overview of Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and
James D. Houston’s poignant memoir, which chronicles the harrowing experiences of a Japanese
American family during World War II. This narrative vividly portrays the forced relocation and
incarceration of Japanese Americans at Manzanar, one of the ten internment camps established by
the U.S. government. Through Jeanne’s perspective, readers gain a deeply personal understanding of
the emotional and cultural turmoil endured by internees. The memoir highlights themes of identity,
resilience, and the struggle for dignity amid injustice. This article will explore the background of the
internment, key events in the memoir, the impact on the Wakatsuki family, and the broader historical
context. Additionally, it will analyze the book’s lasting significance in American history and literature.
The following sections will guide readers through a detailed farewell to manzanar summary while
emphasizing important elements and lessons from the text.

Background and Historical Context

Plot Overview of Farewell to Manzanar

Main Characters and Their Roles

Themes and Symbolism

Impact and Legacy of the Memoir

Background and Historical Context
The backdrop of Farewell to Manzanar summary is set during World War II, a period marked by
intense suspicion and discrimination against Japanese Americans. Following the attack on Pearl
Harbor in 1941, the U.S. government enacted Executive Order 9066, which authorized the forced
removal of over 120,000 individuals of Japanese descent from their homes along the West Coast.
These individuals were placed in internment camps under harsh conditions, with Manzanar being one
of the most infamous.

Executive Order 9066 and Its Effects
Signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in February 1942, Executive Order 9066 permitted military
authorities to designate exclusion zones and relocate Japanese Americans. This order disregarded
citizenship status, uprooting families and confiscating properties. The policy reflected wartime
hysteria and racial prejudice, causing profound disruption to the Japanese American community.



Manzanar Internment Camp
Manzanar was located in California’s Owens Valley and housed roughly 10,000 internees at its peak.
The camp’s facilities were rudimentary, consisting of barracks, mess halls, and communal latrines.
Conditions were harsh, with extreme weather and limited privacy. Manzanar became a symbol of the
injustices faced by Japanese Americans during this era.

Plot Overview of Farewell to Manzanar
Farewell to Manzanar summary focuses on Jeanne Wakatsuki’s childhood experiences before, during,
and after the internment. The memoir begins with Jeanne’s early life in Ocean Park, California, and
her family’s sudden disruption following their forced evacuation.

Life Before Internment
Jeanne’s family lived a relatively stable life prior to World War II. Her father, Ko Wakatsuki, was a
fisherman, and the family enjoyed a close-knit community. However, the attack on Pearl Harbor
brought suspicion and hardship, leading to their eventual relocation to Manzanar.

Experiences Inside Manzanar
Jeanne’s account reveals the daily struggles within the camp, including overcrowding, loss of privacy,
and cultural dislocation. The family dynamics shifted dramatically as Ko Wakatsuki faced humiliation
and crises of identity, which affected his relationships with his wife and children.

Post-Internment Challenges
After the camp’s closure in 1945, the Wakatsuki family confronted difficulties reintegrating into
American society. They faced economic hardship, social stigma, and internal conflicts. Jeanne’s
journey toward self-acceptance and understanding of her heritage forms a central part of the
memoir’s conclusion.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The memoir centers on the Wakatsuki family, whose experiences embody the broader Japanese
American internment narrative. Each member’s perspective contributes to a multifaceted farewell to
manzanar summary.

Jeanne Wakatsuki
As the narrator and protagonist, Jeanne provides an intimate portrayal of growing up during a
turbulent period. Her reflections reveal the psychological impact of incarceration and the struggle to
reconcile her American identity with her Japanese heritage.



Ko Wakatsuki
Jeanne’s father is a complex figure whose pride and dignity are severely tested by internment. His
initial resistance to the camp’s authority and eventual breakdown illustrate the emotional toll of
displacement and prejudice.

Other Family Members
Jeanne’s mother and siblings also play significant roles, representing varying responses to the camp
environment. Their resilience and adaptability highlight the diverse ways internees coped with
adversity.

Themes and Symbolism
Farewell to Manzanar summary reveals several prominent themes that enrich the memoir’s narrative
and historical significance.

Identity and Belonging
The memoir explores the challenges of maintaining cultural identity under oppressive circumstances.
Jeanne’s internal conflict between her Japanese roots and American upbringing underscores the
broader struggle faced by many Nisei (second-generation Japanese Americans).

Resilience and Survival
Despite the hardships endured, the Wakatsuki family’s perseverance emphasizes human resilience.
Their ability to adapt and rebuild after internment reflects a universal theme of survival amid
injustice.

Loss and Injustice
The memoir documents the profound losses suffered, including property, freedom, and trust in
government institutions. It serves as a powerful indictment of wartime injustices perpetrated against
innocent civilians.

Symbolism of Manzanar
Manzanar itself symbolizes both confinement and endurance. The camp’s barracks and barbed wire
fences represent physical and psychological imprisonment, while the community that emerged within
its boundaries illustrates solidarity and hope.



Impact and Legacy of the Memoir
Farewell to Manzanar has become a seminal work in American literature and history, offering an
essential perspective on a dark chapter of U.S. policy.

Educational Significance
The memoir is widely used in educational curricula to teach about civil rights, racism, and World War
II history. Its personal narrative helps humanize the statistical and legal aspects of internment.

Contribution to Japanese American History
By documenting the Wakatsuki family’s experiences, the book preserves an important cultural
memory. It contributes to ongoing discussions about racial discrimination, reparations, and national
identity.

Enduring Relevance
Farewell to Manzanar summary remains relevant in contemporary conversations about civil liberties,
government accountability, and minority rights. The memoir encourages reflection on the
consequences of fear-driven policies.

Key Takeaways from the Memoir

The importance of remembering and acknowledging historical injustices.

The resilience of individuals and families in the face of systemic oppression.

The complex nature of cultural identity for immigrant communities.

The need for vigilance in protecting civil rights during times of crisis.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Farewell to Manzanar' about?
'Farewell to Manzanar' is a memoir that recounts the experiences of Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and
her family during their internment at the Manzanar Japanese American internment camp during World
War II.



Who are the main characters in 'Farewell to Manzanar'?
The main characters include Jeanne Wakatsuki, her parents Ko and Riku Wakatsuki, and her siblings,
who all experience life in the Manzanar internment camp.

What historical event does 'Farewell to Manzanar' focus on?
'Farewell to Manzanar' focuses on the forced relocation and internment of Japanese Americans during
World War II following Executive Order 9066.

How does Jeanne Wakatsuki describe life in the Manzanar
internment camp?
Jeanne describes life in Manzanar as harsh and dehumanizing, with poor living conditions, loss of
privacy, and the struggle to maintain cultural identity under confinement.

What themes are explored in 'Farewell to Manzanar'?
The memoir explores themes such as identity, racism, resilience, family, and the impact of war on
civil liberties.

Why is 'Farewell to Manzanar' considered an important work?
It provides a personal and poignant perspective on a dark chapter in American history, shedding light
on the experiences of Japanese American internees and the consequences of racial prejudice.

How does Jeanne's family cope with internment in 'Farewell to
Manzanar'?
Jeanne's family copes through maintaining family bonds, adapting to camp life, and trying to preserve
their dignity and cultural heritage despite the hardships.

What impact did internment have on Jeanne Wakatsuki’s
identity?
Internment caused Jeanne to struggle with her Japanese and American identities, facing
discrimination and alienation, which shaped her understanding of self and cultural belonging.

How does 'Farewell to Manzanar' end?
The memoir concludes with Jeanne reflecting on her family's release from the camp and the lasting
effects of internment on their lives and identity.

Is 'Farewell to Manzanar' based on true events?
Yes, it is a true story based on Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston’s own experiences and her family's history
during the Japanese American internment in World War II.



Additional Resources
1. Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston
This memoir recounts Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston’s experiences as a Japanese American girl interned
at the Manzanar camp during World War II. The book explores themes of identity, resilience, and the
impact of war on families. It provides a personal and historical perspective on the injustices faced by
Japanese Americans.

2. When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka
This novel tells the story of a Japanese American family’s forced relocation to an internment camp
during World War II. Told through multiple perspectives, it delves into the emotional and psychological
toll of incarceration. The book highlights the loss of identity and the struggle to reclaim normalcy after
release.

3. Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson
Set in the post-World War II Pacific Northwest, this novel revolves around a Japanese American man
accused of murder. It explores the lingering prejudices and tensions following the internment camps.
The story blends romance, courtroom drama, and historical reflection.

4. Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford
This historical novel follows the friendship between a Chinese American boy and a Japanese American
girl during World War II. It addresses themes of cultural identity, love, and the impact of internment
camps on Japanese American families. The narrative spans decades, revealing the long-term effects
of wartime prejudice.

5. In Defense of Justice: Joseph H. Matsuoka and the Fight for Japanese American Rights by Karen L.
Ishizuka
This biography highlights the life of Joseph H. Matsuoka, a Japanese American lawyer who fought
against the injustices of internment. The book provides insight into the legal battles and civil rights
challenges faced by Japanese Americans. It emphasizes activism and the fight for justice during a
dark chapter in American history.

6. Behind Barbed Wire: An Oral History of Japanese Americans During World War II by Sandra C.
Taylor
This collection of firsthand accounts captures the experiences of Japanese Americans interned during
World War II. Through interviews and personal stories, the book offers a powerful and diverse
perspective on life inside the camps. It serves as a valuable historical document preserving the voices
of those affected.

7. Desert Exile: The Uprooting of a Japanese American Family by Yoshiko Uchida
This memoir details the author’s family’s forced removal from their California home to an internment
camp. It explores the emotional upheaval, cultural challenges, and resilience of Japanese American
families. The narrative provides a personal look into the broader historical context of internment.

8. Confinement and Ethnicity: An Overview of World War II Japanese American Relocation Centers by
Roger Daniels
This academic work examines the establishment and operation of Japanese American internment
camps during World War II. It discusses government policies, camp conditions, and the social impact
on Japanese American communities. The book presents a thorough historical analysis alongside
personal narratives.



9. American Holocaust: The Conquest of the New World by David E. Stannard
While not directly about Japanese American internment, this book explores the broader themes of
displacement, genocide, and injustice in American history. It provides context for understanding
systemic oppression and the treatment of minority groups. Readers can draw parallels between
different historical injustices, including the internment experience.
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SparkNotes is a new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster.Geared to what today's students
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to Manzanar, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Literary Themes for Students: Race and Prejudice.
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Gregory Douthat, Brian Phillips, 2003 A Japanese-American woman looks back on life at an
internment camp during World War II and tells of how the fear, confusion, and ultimate dignity of
the people there shaped her life. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
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childhood memories of the author’s wartime incarceration in a Japanese-American internment camp.
Following the first-person story of American-born Jeanne Wakatsuki, who was 7 years old when her
family was forced into confinement with 10,000 other Asian-Americans after the bombing of Pearl
Harbor, this study guide provides summaries and critical commentaries for each chapter within a
narrative that spans three decades. Other features that help you figure out this important work
include Author background, including coverage of Jeanne’s healing return to Manzanar Introduction
to the novel, with historical perspective Critical essays on style, settings, and themes Character
analyses of Jeanne Wakatsuki and her parents Review section that features suggested essay topics
Classic literature or modern-day treasure — you'll understand it all with expert information and
insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
  farewell to manzanar summary: Holocaust Literature Kathleen Gagnon, Dianne Ruxton,
1997 Explores prejudice and historical context through cooperative learning activities Includes
probing exercises that appeal to students across a wide spectrum of interests and abilities
Highlights grammar and stylistic devices and provides writing practice
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  farewell to manzanar summary: Farewell to Manzanar BookCaps Study Guides Staff,
2012-04-24 The perfect companion to Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston's Farewell to Manzanar, this study
guide contains a chapter by chapter analysis of the book, a summary of the plot, and a guide to
major characters and themes.BookCap Study Guides do not contain text from the actual book, and
are not meant to be purchased as alternatives to reading the book.
  farewell to manzanar summary: Summary and Recommendations JWK International
Corporation, 1978
  farewell to manzanar summary: Speaking American Zevi Gutfreund, 2019-03-07 When
Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Bilingual Education Act of 1968, language learning became a
touchstone in the emerging culture wars. Nowhere was this more apparent than in Los Angeles,
where elected officials from both political parties had supported the legislation, and where the most
disruptive protests over it occurred. The city, with its diverse population of Latinos and Asian
Americans, is the ideal locus for Zevi Gutfreund’s study of how language instruction informed the
social construction of American citizenship. Combining the history of language instruction, school
desegregation, and civil rights activism as it unfolded in Japanese American and Mexican American
communities in L.A., this timely book clarifies the critical and evolving role of language instruction
in twentieth-century American politics. Speaking American reveals how, for generations, language
instruction offered a forum for Angelino educators to articulate their responses to policies that
racialized access to citizenship—from the “national origins” immigration quotas of the Progressive
Era through Congress’s removal of race from these quotas in 1965. Meanwhile, immigrant
communities designed language experiments to counter efforts to limit their liberties. Gutfreund’s
book is the first to place the experiences of Mexican Americans and Japanese Americans side by side
as they navigated debates over Americanization programs, intercultural education, school
desegregation, and bilingual education. In the process, the book shows, these language experiments
helped Angelino immigrants introduce competing concepts of citizenship that were tied to their
actions and deeds rather than to the English language itself. Complicating the usual top-down
approach to the history of racial politics in education, Speaking American recognizes the ways in
which immigrant and ethnic activists, as well as white progressives and conservatives, have been
deeply invested in controlling public and private aspects of language instruction in Los Angeles. The
book brings compelling analytic depth and breadth to its examination of the social and political
landscape in a city still at the epicenter of American immigration politics.
  farewell to manzanar summary: Embattled Dreams Kevin Starr, 2002 This volume deals
with the years of World War II and after. In the 1940s California changed from a regional centre into
the dominant economic, social and cultural force it has been in America ever since.
  farewell to manzanar summary: Your Curriculum Companion: Libby Woodfin, Suzanne
Nathan Plaut, Sarah Boddy Norris, 2021-02-01 This essential guide to the EL Education 6-8
Language Arts Curriculum is one part roadmap to the curriculum, one part orientation to its
instructional practices, and one part coach--to answer your questions, relieve your stress, and put
you and your students on the path to success. Your Curriculum Companion explores the foundations
of the curriculum including the principles and research it was built on and the instructional
practices that make it unique. The book is designed to help you look under the hood at practices
embedded throughout the curriculum so that you can sharpen your instruction, support students to
be leaders of their own learning, and make well-informed changes to best meet your students' needs.
Key features of Your Curriculum Companion include: Twenty-two accompanying videos--see the
curriculum in action Task cards for guidance on how to plan when the planning has been done for
you A deep dive into the purpose and structure of close reading, including a sample annotated lesson
An exploration of the relationship between reading and writing and how the curriculum is designed
to help students become strong communicators, including an annotated read-think-talk-write lesson
The why, what, and how of supporting students to meet grade-level expectations, supporting
students who need additional challenges, and supporting English language learners Guidance for
turning evidence of student progress into usable data that can inform your instruction Support for



school leaders
  farewell to manzanar summary: How to Reach and Teach All Children Through Balanced
Literacy Sandra F. Rief, Julie A. Heimburge, 2007-08-17 How to Reach and Teach All Children
Through Balanced Literacy offers you a handbook for teaching literacy to diverse students in grades
3-8. The balanced literacy method combines the best practices of phonics and other skill-based
language instruction with the holistic, literature-based approach in order to help you teach reading,
writing, and speaking in a clear and approachable format. This dynamic resource offers an easily
accessible research-based approach to balanced literacy that is grounded in the innovative ideas
developed by authors Sandra F. Rief and Julie A. Heimburge. The book includes detailed descriptions
of what a balanced literacy classroom looks like and shows how to create a program from the ground
up or give your existing program a boost. The book can be used across content areas and is filled
with reproducible worksheets, activities, and other handy classroom tools. Some topics covered
include: Shared book experiences Reading aloud Oral language and vocabulary development Guided
reading for comprehension Modeled writing Reading and writing conferences Book clubs Content
area reading and writing Ongoing assessments Enhancing literacy through technology
  farewell to manzanar summary: Farewell to Manzanar [by] Jeanne Wakatsuki and James D.
Houston, with Connections Holt Rinehart & Winston, 2001
  farewell to manzanar summary: History of Soyfoods and Soybeans in California
(1851-1982): William Shurtleff; Akiko Aoyagi, 2021-06-24 The world's most comprehensive, well
documented, and well illustrated book on this subject. With extensive subject and geographical
index. 526 photographs and illustrations - mostly color. Free of charge in digital PDF format.
  farewell to manzanar summary: Teaching Young Adult Literature Thomas W. Bean, Judith
Dunkerly-Bean, Helen J. Harper, 2013-02-14 Teaching Young Adult Literature: Developing Students
As World Citizens (by Thomas W. Bean, Judith Dunkerly-Bean, and Helen Harper) is a middle and
secondary school methods text that introduces pre-service teachers in teacher credential programs
and in-service teachers pursuing a Masters degree in Education to the field of young adult literature
for use in contemporary contexts. The text introduces teachers to current research on adolescent life
and literacy; the new and expanding genres of young adult literature; teaching approaches and
practical strategies for using young adult literature in English and Language Arts secondary
classrooms and in Content Area Subjects (e.g. History); and ongoing social, political and pedagogical
issues of English and Language Arts classrooms in relation to contemporary young adult literature.
  farewell to manzanar summary: Creating High-quality Classroom Assignments Lindsay Clare
Matsumura, 2005 Research indicates that the quality of classroom assignments makes a difference
in student learning. Moreover, assignment quality varies between teachers even within the same
school and there is room for improvement in many of the assignments that teachers provide to
students. Assignment quality, as described in this book, puts into practice powerful research-based
concepts for teaching. To support teachers in developing, reflecting on, and fine-tuning the
assignments they create, this book presents a series of dimensions (or rubrics) with benchmark
examples from elementary, middle, and high school classrooms. The purpose of these rubrics is to
serve as diagnostic tools to assess the strengths and weaknesses of an assignment, as well as to
guide the creation of new assignments for students. Questions also are included at the end of every
chapter to guide reflection on a specific dimension of assignment quality. Topics cover: Choosing the
right text, Setting clear and rigorous learning goals, Developing an assignment activity that gives
students a chance to apply complex thinking skills, Developing clear and rigorous grading criteria,
Communicating the expectations for high quality work to students, Writing high quality assignment
directions, Providing comments that support student revision, Aligning the learning goals with the
assignment activity and the grading criteria. Will be useful to teachers for self-assessment purposes,
collaborative professional development settings, or as a basic text in teacher education courses.
  farewell to manzanar summary: A Sequence for Academic Writing Laurence Behrens,
Leonard J. Rosen, Bonnie Beedles, 2004 This brief rhetoric focuses on the key academic writing
strategies of summary, synthesis, analysis, and critique. Responding to the growing interest in



academic writing, this popular guide focuses on the critical reading and writing strategies necessary
to help students interpret and incorporate source material into their own papers. The text employs
high-interest readings from a range of disciplines to allow students to practice their summary and
synthesis skills, while numerous student papers model the kinds of academic texts students are
expected to produce, no matter what their area of study. Individuals who want help with writing up
researched or documented papers.
  farewell to manzanar summary: The Book Review Digest , 2004
  farewell to manzanar summary: Arms and the Woman Helen Margaret Cooper, Adrienne
Munich, Susan Merrill Squier, 1989 Although the themes of women's complicity in and resistance to
war have been part of literature from early times, they have not been fully integrated into
conventional conceptions of the war narrative. Combining feminist literary criticism with the emergi
  farewell to manzanar summary: Pacific Eldorado Thomas J. Osborne, 2013-01-22 Osborne's
work is the first history text to explore the sweep of California's past in relationship to its
connections within the maritime world of the Pacific Basin. Presents a provocative and original
interpretation of the entire span of California history Reveals how the area's Pacific Basin
connections have shaped the Golden State's past Refutes the widely held notion among historians
that California was isolated before the onset of the American period in the mid-1800s Represents the
first text to draw on anthropologist Jon Erlandson's findings that California's first human inhabitants
were likely prehistoric Asian seafarers who navigated the Pacific Rim coastline Includes instructor
resources in an online companion site: www.wiley.com/go/osborne
  farewell to manzanar summary: Japanese American Evacuation Redress United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Administrative Practice and
Procedure, 1984
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