
feminist discourse gender

feminist discourse gender represents a critical framework within contemporary social theory and

activism that examines how gender identity and roles are constructed, maintained, and challenged.

This discourse analyzes the intersections of gender with power structures, language, social norms, and

political institutions. Feminist discourse gender explores the ways in which traditional binaries of male

and female are problematized and expanded to include diverse gender expressions and identities. It

also interrogates how gender operates within systems of oppression such as patriarchy, capitalism,

and colonialism. The discourse has evolved through multiple waves of feminism, integrating

intersectionality and queer theory to broaden its scope. This article delves into the origins, key

concepts, and impact of feminist discourse on gender, as well as its implications for social change.

The discussion will proceed by unpacking the historical background, major theoretical approaches,

critiques, and the future directions of feminist discourse gender.

Historical Background of Feminist Discourse on Gender

Key Theoretical Approaches in Feminist Gender Discourse

Intersectionality and Feminist Gender Analysis

The Role of Language and Representation

Contemporary Debates and Critiques

Implications for Social Policy and Activism



Historical Background of Feminist Discourse on Gender

The feminist discourse on gender has its roots in the broader feminist movements that emerged during

the 19th and 20th centuries. Early feminist theorists primarily focused on women's suffrage, legal

rights, and social status, often emphasizing the differences and inequalities experienced by women in

a patriarchal society. Over time, feminist thinkers began to question the essentialist views of gender as

strictly biological and immutable, instead highlighting the social construction of gender roles. This shift

marked the beginning of a more nuanced feminist discourse gender framework that considers gender

as a fluid and culturally contingent category. The second-wave feminism of the 1960s and 1970s

significantly contributed to this transformation by incorporating critiques of gender norms and sexual

politics. These developments set the stage for further explorations of gender identity, embodiment, and

performativity in feminist theory.

Evolution Through Feminist Waves

The feminist discourse gender has evolved through distinct waves, each contributing unique

perspectives on gender and social justice:

First Wave: Concentrated on legal inequalities and women's suffrage.

Second Wave: Expanded focus to cultural and social inequalities, emphasizing gender roles,

sexuality, and reproductive rights.

Third Wave: Challenged universal definitions of womanhood, emphasizing diversity, identity

politics, and intersectionality.

Fourth Wave: Engages with digital activism, transgender rights, and global feminist concerns.



Key Theoretical Approaches in Feminist Gender Discourse

Feminist discourse gender incorporates a range of theoretical approaches that critically analyze the

construction and implications of gender. These theories provide frameworks for understanding how

gender intersects with various social categories and power relations. They challenge traditional

binaries and seek to deconstruct the norms that govern gendered identities and behaviors.

Social Constructionism

Social constructionist theory argues that gender is not an innate biological trait but rather a set of

meanings and roles created and perpetuated by society. This approach emphasizes that gender

identities are fluid and shaped by cultural, historical, and social contexts. Feminist social

constructionism critiques essentialist views and highlights how social institutions reinforce gender

norms through education, media, and family structures.

Queer Theory

Queer theory emerged as a critical extension of feminist discourse gender, challenging

heteronormativity and fixed gender categories. It interrogates the binary opposition of male/female and

heterosexual/homosexual, proposing a more inclusive understanding of gender and sexuality. Queer

theory destabilizes traditional identities and promotes the recognition of diverse gender expressions

and sexual orientations.

Poststructuralism and Performativity

Poststructuralist feminist theorists, notably Judith Butler, introduced the concept of gender

performativity, which suggests that gender is an enacted series of behaviors rather than a stable

identity. This theory posits that repeated social performances construct and reinforce the idea of

gender. Consequently, gender is seen as a dynamic and ongoing process, subject to change and

subversion.



Intersectionality and Feminist Gender Analysis

Intersectionality is a crucial component of contemporary feminist discourse gender, emphasizing that

gender cannot be examined in isolation from other social categories such as race, class, sexuality,

ability, and nationality. This analytical framework reveals how multiple forms of oppression intersect to

shape individual experiences and social inequalities.

Origins of Intersectionality

The term intersectionality was coined by Kimberlé Crenshaw to describe how Black women’s

experiences of discrimination are shaped by the simultaneous impact of racism and sexism. Since

then, intersectionality has become foundational in feminist gender discourse, advocating for a more

nuanced and inclusive approach to social justice that recognizes diversity within gender identities and

experiences.

Applications of Intersectional Analysis

Intersectional feminist analysis is applied in various fields including sociology, political science, and

cultural studies to better understand the complexity of identity and systemic oppression. It highlights:

How gender intersects with race and ethnicity to produce unique experiences of marginalization.

The impact of socioeconomic status on access to resources and opportunities.

The role of disability and health in shaping gendered experiences.

The interrelation of immigration status and gender-based violence.



The Role of Language and Representation

Language plays a significant role in feminist discourse gender by shaping perceptions and

constructions of gender identities. The ways in which gender is represented in media, literature, and

everyday communication can either reinforce stereotypes or challenge normative assumptions.

Gendered Language

Feminist discourse critiques the gendered nature of language, which often privileges masculine forms

and marginalizes feminine or non-binary expressions. Efforts to promote inclusive and non-sexist

language aim to dismantle linguistic biases that sustain gender inequality. This includes the use of

gender-neutral pronouns and rethinking traditional terminology.

Representation in Media and Culture

Representation is central to feminist gender discourse as media portrayals influence societal

understanding of gender roles and identities. Feminists analyze how women and gender minorities are

depicted and advocate for diverse, authentic representations. Positive representation can empower

marginalized groups, while stereotypical portrayals can perpetuate harmful myths and biases.

Contemporary Debates and Critiques

Feminist discourse gender continues to evolve, engaging with ongoing debates and critiques that

reflect changing social realities and political challenges. These discussions highlight the dynamic

nature of feminist theory and practice in addressing gender issues.

Transgender Inclusion

The inclusion of transgender and non-binary perspectives has become a pivotal issue within feminist



discourse gender. Debates focus on reconciling feminist goals with transgender rights and recognition,

challenging some traditional feminist positions on sex and gender. This inclusion broadens the scope

of feminist activism to embrace gender diversity fully.

Cultural Relativism and Global Feminism

Global feminist discourse grapples with the tension between universal feminist principles and cultural

specificity. Critics argue that feminist gender discourse must respect cultural differences while

advocating for gender equality worldwide. This debate encourages a more pluralistic and context-

sensitive approach to feminist theory and practice.

Implications for Social Policy and Activism

The insights gained from feminist discourse gender have significant implications for social policy and

activism. By highlighting the complexities of gender, feminist theory informs strategies to address

inequality and promote human rights across diverse populations.

Policy Development

Feminist gender analysis influences policies related to education, healthcare, labor rights, and violence

prevention. Policymakers increasingly incorporate gender-sensitive approaches to ensure equitable

access and treatment. Intersectional frameworks are particularly important in crafting policies that

address the needs of marginalized gender groups.

Activism and Social Change

Activism informed by feminist discourse gender focuses on dismantling structural barriers and

challenging cultural norms that sustain gender-based oppression. This includes campaigns for

reproductive rights, LGBTQ+ equality, anti-violence initiatives, and economic justice. Feminist activism



utilizes diverse tactics, from grassroots organizing to digital advocacy, reflecting the multifaceted nature

of gender struggles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is feminist discourse in relation to gender?

Feminist discourse in relation to gender refers to the conversations, theories, and writings that examine

and challenge traditional gender roles, inequalities, and the social construction of gender from a

feminist perspective.

How does feminist discourse challenge traditional gender norms?

Feminist discourse challenges traditional gender norms by questioning the binary understanding of

gender, highlighting gender-based inequalities, and advocating for the recognition and acceptance of

diverse gender identities and expressions.

What role does intersectionality play in feminist discourse about

gender?

Intersectionality plays a crucial role in feminist discourse by recognizing that gender intersects with

other social categories such as race, class, sexuality, and ability, which shape individuals' experiences

of oppression and privilege.

How has feminist discourse influenced contemporary gender studies?

Feminist discourse has significantly influenced contemporary gender studies by providing critical

frameworks to analyze power dynamics, gender performativity, and the socio-political implications of

gender beyond biological determinism.



What are some key feminist theories related to gender?

Key feminist theories related to gender include liberal feminism, radical feminism, queer theory, and

postmodern feminism, each offering different perspectives on gender identity, roles, and systemic

inequalities.

How does feminist discourse address the concept of gender fluidity?

Feminist discourse often embraces gender fluidity by challenging fixed gender categories and

supporting the idea that gender is a spectrum, allowing individuals to express their identities beyond

binary distinctions.

In what ways does feminist discourse intersect with LGBTQ+ issues

regarding gender?

Feminist discourse intersects with LGBTQ+ issues by advocating for the rights and recognition of all

gender identities and sexual orientations, emphasizing inclusivity, and challenging heteronormative and

cisnormative frameworks.

Why is feminist discourse important for understanding gender equality

today?

Feminist discourse is important for understanding gender equality today because it critically examines

systemic inequalities, promotes awareness of gender-based discrimination, and encourages policies

and social changes that aim for equitable treatment of all genders.

Additional Resources

1. The Second Sex by Simone de Beauvoir

This seminal work explores the historical and social construction of women as "the Other" in a

patriarchal society. De Beauvoir analyzes the ways in which women have been oppressed and



marginalized, laying the foundation for modern feminist philosophy. The book combines existentialist

thought with a detailed study of women's roles in culture, biology, and psychology.

2. Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity by Judith Butler

Judith Butler challenges traditional notions of gender by arguing that gender is performative rather than

innate. This groundbreaking text questions the binary view of gender and introduces the concept of

gender fluidity. It has been highly influential in queer theory and feminist discourse for its radical

rethinking of identity.

3. We Should All Be Feminists by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Adapted from her popular TEDx talk, this accessible essay advocates for a more inclusive

understanding of feminism. Adichie discusses the importance of gender equality and the socialization

of gender roles from a personal and cultural perspective. The book encourages readers to embrace

feminism as a necessary and positive force in society.

4. Feminism Is for Everybody: Passionate Politics by bell hooks

bell hooks offers a clear and concise introduction to feminist theory and activism. She emphasizes the

importance of intersectionality, addressing how race, class, and gender intersect in systems of

oppression. The book is a call to action for a more inclusive and transformative feminist movement.

5. Caliban and the Witch: Women, the Body and Primitive Accumulation by Silvia Federici

Federici examines the historical transition to capitalism and its impact on women's bodies and labor.

She argues that the witch hunts were a means of controlling women and legitimizing capitalist

exploitation. The book links feminist theory with Marxist analysis to explore the roots of gender

oppression.

6. Men Explain Things to Me by Rebecca Solnit

This collection of essays addresses the silencing of women and the dynamics of power in everyday

interactions. Solnit critiques "mansplaining" and broader societal patterns that marginalize women's

voices. Her writing is both witty and incisive, highlighting the intersection of gender and

communication.



7. Invisible Women: Data Bias in a World Designed for Men by Caroline Criado Perez

Perez reveals how gender bias in data collection systematically disadvantages women in areas

ranging from healthcare to urban planning. The book combines rigorous research with compelling

stories to show the real-world consequences of ignoring women's experiences. It calls for more

inclusive data practices to achieve gender equality.

8. Bad Feminist by Roxane Gay

Roxane Gay offers a collection of essays that explore the complexities and contradictions of modern

feminism. She discusses popular culture, race, gender, and identity with honesty and humor. The book

embraces imperfection and challenges rigid definitions of what it means to be a feminist.

9. The Beauty Myth by Naomi Wolf

Wolf critiques the societal pressures placed on women to adhere to unrealistic standards of beauty.

She argues that these ideals are used to maintain patriarchal control and limit women's opportunities.

The book is a powerful examination of how beauty standards affect women's lives and self-perception.
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analysis of a range of `real′ data, the contributors demonstrate the relevance of these theoretical
and methodological insights for gender research in particular and social practice in general.
  feminist discourse gender: Feminist Discourse in Irish Literature Jennifer Mooney,
2022-07-21 Feminist Discourse in Irish Literature addresses the role of young adult (YA) Irish
literature in responding and contributing to some of the most controversial and contemporary issues
in today’s modern society: gender, and conflicting views of power, sexism and consent. This volume
provides an original, innovative and necessary examination of how “rape culture” and the
intersections between feminism and power have become increasingly relevant to Irish society in the
years since Irish author Louise O’Neill’s novels for young adults Only Ever Yours and Asking For It
were published. In consideration of the socio-political context in Ireland and broader Western
culture from which O’Neill’s works were written, and taking into account a selection of Irish,
American, Australian and British YA texts that address similar issues in different contexts, this book
highlights the contradictions in O’Neill’s works and illuminates their potential to function as a form
of literary/social fundamentalism which often undermines, rather than promotes, equality.
  feminist discourse gender: Gender, Feminist and Queer Studies Donna Bridges, Clifford
Lewis, Elizabeth Wulff, Chelsea Litchfield, Larissa Bamberry, 2023-07-13 Exploring scholarship,
research, practice and activism on gender, feminist and queer studies, this edited collection
examines, analyses and critiques the nature and causes of inequality, disadvantage and
marginalisation faced by women, non-hegemonic and LGBTIQA+ identities who do not fit hegemonic
notions of masculinity, femininity and heteronormativity. The chapters in this book critically analyse
and challenge visible and invisible power relations, privilege and prejudice by problematising the
artificial organisation of people into hierarchies that preference hegemonic masculinities, white and
heteronormative identities. In questioning often unchallenged and legitimised inequality and
disadvantage, this book locates itself in the juxtaposition where the lived experiences of individuals,
activism, community participation, research and scholarship collide with mainstream, local, national
and globalised culture and politics. Divided into four parts, this book provides a platform for
interrogating how social change can occur in the current neoliberal political context of increasing
conservatism.
  feminist discourse gender: Decoloniality in Gender Discourse and Praxis Mtisunge Isabel
Kamlongera, 2025-05-05 This book showcases Global South theorizations and understandings of
gender. By taking voices from the margins and putting them center stage, this book provides an
important example of decoloniality in action, challenging a field that continues to be rooted in
Western Feminist epistemology. This book first analyzes the history and development of gender
discourse, before going on to investigate non-Western philosophy and frameworks around gender.
Each chapter presents instances of decoloniality in action, with possible retheorizations and
rationalizations of how to be decolonial within gender discourse and praxis. This book concludes by
considering what the future implications of a truly decolonial gender discourse and praxis would be.
Offering detailed empirical accounts of decoloniality in action, this book will be a useful guide for
researchers of gender and post-colonial studies.
  feminist discourse gender: Blurring Boundaries – ‘Anti-Gender’ Ideology Meets Feminist and
LGBTIQ+ Discourses Dorothee Beck, Adriano José Habed, Annette Henninger, 2023-11-13 In
politischen Auseinandersetzungen wird “Gender” als Sammelbegriff für Themen wie Frauen- und
LGBTIQ + -Rechte, Gleichstellung der Geschlechter, sexuelle Bildung, feministisches Wissen und
Geschlechterforschung verwendet. Während sich bisherige Veröffentlichungen auf die anti-gender
Gruppen selbst oder feministische und queere Reaktionen auf diese konzentrieren, beleuchtet dieser
Band die verschwimmenden Grenzen zwischen beiden Lagern. Im Fokus steht die Frage, inwieweit
“Anti-Gender”-Behauptungen mit bestimmten Spielarten in der feministischen und LGBTIQ+-Politik
interagieren und so Diskursbrücken zu liberalen und progressiven Teilen der Gesellschaft bauen.
Anders als der „Sammelbegriff“ Gender vermuten lässt, ist das feministische und LGBTIQ+-Lager
von politischen Konflikten, Meinungsverschiedenheiten und divergierenden Interessen durchzogen.
Daher analysieren die Autor*innen die Verbindungen zwischen einigen dieser umstrittenen



Positionen und dem “Anti-Gender”-Diskurs.
  feminist discourse gender: Professional Discourses, Gender and Identity in Women's
Media Melissa Yoong, 2020-11-23 This book examines the professional discourses produced in
women’s media in Malaysia and the subject positions that they make available for career women.
Drawing on feminist critical discourse analysis, critical stylistics and feminist conversation analysis,
it identifies a range of gendered discourses around employment and motherhood that are
underpinned by postfeminism and neoliberal feminism. Through close linguistic analysis of magazine
and newspaper articles and radio talk, the study reveals that these discourses substitute balance,
individual success, self-transformation and positive feelings for structural change, and entrench the
very issues hindering gender workplace equality. Chapters discuss topics such as sexism,
work-family balance, extensive and intensive mothering, breadwinning, gender stereotypes, beauty
work, ‘synthetic sisterhood’, media practices and gender equality policies. This book will be of great
interest to students and scholars of language and gender, discourse analysis, and media,
communication and cultural studies as well as policy-makers, media practitioners and feminist
activists.
  feminist discourse gender: Gender and Discourse Ruth Wodak, 1997-10-03 The contributors
to this collection offer an essential introduction to the ways in which feminist linguistics and critical
discourse analysis have contributed to our understanding of gender and sex. By examining how
these perspectives have been applied to these concepts, the contributors provide both a review of
the literature, as well as an opportunity to follow the most recent debates in this area. Gender and
Discourse brings together European, American and Australian traditions of research. Through an
analysis of a range of `real′ data, the contributors demonstrate the relevance of these theoretical
and methodological insights for gender research in particular and social practice in general.
  feminist discourse gender: New Feminist Discourses Isobel Armstrong, 2012-09-10 This
collection of new feminist essays represents the work of young critics researching and teaching in
British Universities. Aiming to set the agenda for feminist criticism in the nineties, the essays debate
themes crucial to the development of feminist thought: among them, the problems of gendered
knowledge and the implications of accounts of gendered language, cultural restraints on the
representation of sexuality, women’s agency, cultural and political change, a feminist aesthetics and
new readings of race and class. This variety is given coherence by a unity of aim – to forge new
feminist discourses by addressing conceptual and cultural questions central to problems of gender
and sexual difference. The topics of discussion range from matrilinear thought to
seventeenth-century prophecy; the poetry of Amelia Lanyer to Julia Margaret Cameron’s
photographs; from Dorothy Richardson and Virginia Woolf to eighteenth-century colonial painting of
the South Pacific; from medieval romance to feminist epistemology. The essays utilise and question
the disciplines of literary criticism, art history, photography, psychoanalysis, Marxist history and
post-structuralist theory.
  feminist discourse gender: Gender, Language and Discourse Ann Weatherall, 2005-07-05
Provides the most comprehensive and up-to-date discussion of the gender and language field from a
psychological perspective.
  feminist discourse gender: Language, Gender and Feminism Sara Mills, Louise Mullany,
2011-05-09 Language, Gender and Feminism introduces students to key theoretical perspectives,
methodology and analytical frameworks in the field of feminist linguistic analysis, providing readers
with a comprehensive survey of the current state of the field.
  feminist discourse gender: The Routledge Handbook of Translation, Feminism and Gender
Luise von Flotow, Hala Kamal, 2020-06-09 The Routledge Handbook of Translation, Feminism and
Gender provides a comprehensive, state-of-the-art overview of feminism and gender awareness in
translation and translation studies today. Bringing together work from more than 20 different
countries – from Russia to Chile, Yemen, Turkey, China, India, Egypt and the Maghreb as well as the
UK, Canada, the USA and Europe – this Handbook represents a transnational approach to this topic,
which is in development in many parts of the world. With 41 chapters, this book presents, discusses,



and critically examines many different aspects of gender in translation and its effects, both local and
transnational. Providing overviews of key questions and case studies of work currently in progress,
this Handbook is the essential reference and resource for students and researchers of translation,
feminism, and gender.
  feminist discourse gender: Policy Discourses, Gender, and Education Elizabeth J. Allan,
2012-10-12 Despite over thirty years of activism and legislation to eliminate discrimination, parity
has yet to be achieved for women in academe. This book describes policy discourse analysis as a
framework for considering how those involved in policy-making efforts may make use of discourses
that inadvertently undermine the intended effect of the policies they set forth. Allan illustrates the
methods of policy discourse analysis by describing their use in a study of twenty-one women's
commission reports. In so doing, she highlights the important work of university women's
commissions while uncovering policy silences and making visible the powerful discourses framing
gender equity policy initiatives in higher education. Her findings reveals how dominant discourses of
femininity, access, professionalism, race, and sexuality contribute to constructing women's status in
complex and at times, contradictory ways. This important volume will interest researchers across a
number of disciplines including policy studies, educational leadership, higher education and cultural
studies of education.
  feminist discourse gender: Femininity, Feminism and Gendered Discourse International
Gender and Language Association. Conference, 2010 The chapters in this book illustrate a range of
cutting edge research in language and gender studies, with contributions from a number of
internationally recognised experts. The three themes, femininity, feminism and gendered discourse
are central to research in language and gender, and the book thus makes a valuable contribution to
a number of current debates. Femininity comprises a central aspect of gender performance and the
process of â oegenderingâ individuals is on-going and unavoidable. For many people, the word â
oefemininityâ has associations with â oefrilly pink party dresses, â with demureness, deference, and
lack of power and influence. The first section of this book demonstrates some alternative
conceptions of femininity, and a range of ways in which femininity is performed in different contexts
and cultures. The analyses illustrate that we are all continually performing aspects of femininity (and
masculinity) in flexible, dynamic, ambiguous, predictable and unpredictable ways. Language and
gender research has a long tradition of engagement with the political, and specifically with feminism
and feminist goals. The chapters in the second section of this book demonstrate the value of
identifying gendered patterns in order to challenge their potentially repressive effects in social
interaction in a range of spheres. The researchers analyse contemporary international evidence of
sexism in language use, including material from Japanese spam emails expressing sexual desire, and
from media reporting on male and female candidates in the 2007 French elections. The final section
of this book focuses on the different ways in which we negotiate our gender through discourse.
Gender is just one of many facets of our intrinsically hybridized social identities. Nevertheless, it is a
very significant facet, a salient dimension in everyday life, with a pervasive social influence on
everything we do and say. Interaction is typically viewed through â oegenderedâ spectacles much of
the time. The chapters in the third section focus in detail on diverse ways in which gender is
constructed through discourse, examining the interaction between individual agency and the larger
constraining social structures, including socio-cultural norms, within which that agency is enacted.
Finally, the different contributions in this book represent research from a multiplicity of geographic
and cultural backgrounds, supporting efforts to internationalise language and gender research, and
to raise awareness of empirical studies undertaken in a wide range of linguistic and cultural
contexts.
  feminist discourse gender: Figuring Modesty in Feminist Discourse Across the Americas,
1633-1700 Tamara Harvey, 2008 Inventive in its approach, this study offers fresh readings of the
arguments and practices of four seventeenth-century Euro-American women: Anne Bradstreet, Anne
Hutchinson, Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, and Marie de l'Incarnation. Tamara Harvey offers a new way
to think of corporeality as a device in literary and religious expressions of modesty by women, and



explores how these women engaged in ongoing religious, political, scientific and social debates of
the time.
  feminist discourse gender: Shifting Visions Allyson Jule, 2015-02-05 This collection of studies
explores recent research in the area of gender and language use experienced around the world.
Featuring an interdisciplinary and global approach, the contributors demonstrate how focus on
gender and language creates the lived experience. The studies in this book use gender and language
to analyze a broad range of topics including religion, politics, education and sexuality. Contributions
include the use of language of a new female bishop in Canada, hetronormativity in language use in
Croatia, women's magazines in Japan, and the electoral code in Cameroon. Using critical/feminist
discourse analysis, the chapters represent scholarship from Britain, Europe, North America, Asia
and Africa. Readers in applied linguistics, sociology, women’s studies and education who are
interested in language and its power in creating the lived experience will find this book full of
intriguing and illuminating connections.
  feminist discourse gender: Gender, School and Society Kumar Sandeep, Gender, School
and Society
  feminist discourse gender: Femicide, Gender and Violence Daniela Bandelli, 2017-03-21
This book questions gendered readings of violence by analyzing how this paradigm has become
normalized in Italy since the feminist term ‘femminicidio’, or ‘femicide’, entered the mainstream
media during the 2013 general election. It also sheds light on discourses of contestation on the part
of family activists, men’s rights campaigners and divorced fathers’ groups. Two counter-discourses
emerge. The first is what the author terms an ‘ideology narrative’, for which discourses built around
the conceptual category of ‘gender’ normalize simplistic representations of relationships between
men and women. The second is a ‘female violence discourse’, which sheds light on
under-represented aggressor-victim relations and modifies dominant representations of femininity
and masculinity. The author argues that integrating these two discourses into public debates helps
to reappropriate the complexity and biological dimensions of (violent) relationships between men
and women, often overshadowed by gender/feminist perspectives. In this way, she concludes, we can
address neglected social issues that contribute to violence beyond gender. This thought-provoking
book will appeal to students and scholars of sociology, critical discourse studies and gender.
  feminist discourse gender: Corporate Citizenship and Family Business Claire Seaman,
2022-04-07 Current models of corporate citizenship largely consider business as one coherent entity.
This view of business as a corporate force overlooks the growing evidence that most businesses are
run by families. Family businesses are the most common form of business in existence – across
countries, continents and geopolitical divides – and yet we know remarkably little about their
approach to corporate citizenship. Where families run businesses, they create a concentration of
family values that – for good or ill – influence the way business practices and behaviours develop.
The role of the family in business has, therefore, an influence on the development of society that is
partially mediated through corporate citizenship. This book pulls together current thinking from
several diverse research fields that intersect with family business research to offer insight into
current research and examples of practice for those studying and researching in the fields of family
business, business values and corporate practice. The book will also explore the fact that family
businesses tend to take a longer-term approach to business and that this is reflected in their
behaviour towards the environment, community engagement, employee development and
innovation. Bringing together contributions from researchers in the diverse fields of family business,
philanthropy, community engagement, corporate social responsibility, innovation and policy, this
book explores the many ways in which family businesses contribute to the corporate citizenship
agenda.
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