
farewell to manzanar plot
farewell to manzanar plot explores the harrowing experience of Japanese American internment
during World War II through the eyes of Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, the author and protagonist. This
autobiographical narrative delves into the impact of forced relocation and incarceration on an
innocent family and the wider Japanese American community. The story unfolds at Manzanar, one of
the ten internment camps established by the United States government, revealing themes of identity,
resilience, and injustice. This article provides a detailed overview of the farewell to manzanar plot,
highlighting its key events, characters, and historical significance. Furthermore, it examines how the
narrative addresses cultural conflict, stigma, and the struggle for dignity amid adversity. The following
sections will outline the main aspects of the farewell to manzanar plot in a structured manner for
comprehensive understanding.
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Overview of Farewell to Manzanar
Farewell to Manzanar is a memoir co-authored by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston
that recounts the experience of Japanese American internment during the 1940s. The farewell to
manzanar plot centers on Jeanne’s family, who are uprooted from their home in California following
the attack on Pearl Harbor. The narrative portrays not only the physical hardships endured in the
Manzanar internment camp but also the emotional and psychological effects. This work serves as an
important historical document, shedding light on a dark chapter in American history and the personal
stories of those affected by government policy.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The farewell to manzanar plot is driven by a diverse cast of characters, each contributing to the depth
and emotional resonance of the story. Understanding these individuals is key to grasping the full
impact of the narrative.



Jeanne Wakatsuki
Jeanne is the protagonist and narrator who offers a child's perspective on the internment experience.
Her journey from innocence to awareness frames the entire plot.

Papa (Ko Wakatsuki)
Jeanne’s father, whose arrest and subsequent internment begin the family’s ordeal. His struggles with
pride, identity, and mental health are central to the story.

Other Family Members
Jeanne’s mother, siblings, and extended family provide insight into the varied responses and coping
mechanisms within the Japanese American community during incarceration.

Setting and Historical Context
The farewell to manzanar plot is set against the backdrop of World War II, specifically after the
issuance of Executive Order 9066 in 1942. This order authorized the forced relocation of
approximately 120,000 Japanese Americans from the West Coast to internment camps. Manzanar,
located in the Owens Valley of California, was one of the most well-known camps. The harsh desert
environment, coupled with the loss of freedom, forms the physical and emotional setting of the
memoir.

Manzanar Internment Camp
Manzanar is depicted as a bleak, barbed-wire enclosed camp with makeshift barracks and inadequate
facilities. The camp’s environment directly influences the farewell to manzanar plot, illustrating the
challenges faced by internees.

World War II and Japanese American Internment
The political and social climate of wartime America, marked by fear, prejudice, and suspicion,
contextualizes the events of the memoir. The farewell to manzanar plot reflects the consequences of
these forces on innocent civilians.

Plot Summary
The farewell to manzanar plot begins with the Wakatsuki family’s life in Long Beach, California, before
the war. Following the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Papa Ko Wakatsuki is arrested by the FBI, creating
initial disruption. Soon after, the entire family is forced to move to Manzanar as part of the mass
relocation of Japanese Americans.



Life in the camp is characterized by loss of privacy, harsh weather conditions, and the constant
presence of armed guards. Jeanne experiences cultural conflict as she tries to reconcile her American
identity with her Japanese heritage. The family faces internal struggles, including Papa’s declining
mental health and the tension between assimilation and cultural preservation.

After the war ends, the family is released from Manzanar but must confront the difficulties of
rebuilding their lives outside the camp. The farewell to manzanar plot concludes with Jeanne’s
reflections on the lasting impact of internment on her identity and community.

Key Plot Events

Papa’s arrest by the FBI and initial family upheaval.1.

The family’s relocation to Manzanar internment camp.2.

Daily life and challenges inside the camp.3.

Jeanne’s personal growth and struggles with identity.4.

Papa’s mental health decline and family dynamics.5.

Release from internment after World War II.6.

Reintegration into American society and lasting effects.7.

Themes and Symbolism
The farewell to manzanar plot is rich with themes that explore the human condition under oppression
and the complexity of cultural identity. These themes contribute to the memoir’s enduring relevance
and emotional power.

Identity and Assimilation
The struggle between maintaining Japanese cultural roots and assimilating into American society is a
central theme throughout the narrative. Jeanne’s experiences highlight the tensions that arise from
this dual identity.

Resilience and Survival
The memoir emphasizes the resilience of the Japanese American community in the face of injustice,
discrimination, and hardship. The farewell to manzanar plot showcases endurance both physically and
emotionally.



Injustice and Prejudice
The wrongful incarceration and violation of civil liberties faced by Japanese Americans during World
War II underscore the themes of injustice and racial prejudice.

Family and Community
The importance of family bonds and community support is depicted as a source of strength for
individuals navigating the challenges of internment.

Impact and Legacy
Farewell to Manzanar has become a seminal work in understanding the Japanese American
internment experience. The farewell to manzanar plot has contributed significantly to public
awareness and education about this historical event. It remains widely studied in schools and
universities, fostering discussions about civil rights, racism, and American history.

The memoir’s legacy extends beyond literature, influencing cultural memory and inspiring activism
for justice and reparations. It ensures that the stories of those affected by internment are preserved
and acknowledged.

Educational significance in teaching about World War II and civil rights.

Promotion of awareness regarding racial injustice and government overreach.

Contribution to Japanese American cultural preservation.

Inspiration for further research and storytelling about marginalized communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Farewell to Manzanar'?
The main plot of 'Farewell to Manzanar' revolves around the author's family being forcibly relocated to
the Manzanar internment camp during World War II, exploring their struggles and resilience amid the
injustice of Japanese American internment.

Who is the protagonist in 'Farewell to Manzanar' and what
challenges does she face?
The protagonist is Jeanne Wakatsuki, a young Japanese American girl who faces the challenges of
growing up in an internment camp, dealing with cultural identity, family tensions, and the stigma of



incarceration.

How does 'Farewell to Manzanar' depict life inside the
internment camp?
'Farewell to Manzanar' depicts life inside the internment camp with detailed descriptions of the harsh
living conditions, lack of privacy, loss of freedom, and the emotional toll on the internees.

What role does family play in the plot of 'Farewell to
Manzanar'?
Family plays a central role in the plot, highlighting the Wakatsuki family's efforts to support each
other through adversity, cope with internal conflicts, and maintain their dignity during internment.

How does the plot of 'Farewell to Manzanar' address themes
of identity and belonging?
The plot addresses themes of identity and belonging by showing Jeanne's struggle to reconcile her
Japanese heritage with her American upbringing while facing discrimination and displacement.

What historical events form the backdrop of the plot in
'Farewell to Manzanar'?
The plot is set against the historical backdrop of World War II, specifically the U.S. government's
Executive Order 9066, which led to the forced relocation and internment of Japanese Americans.

Does 'Farewell to Manzanar' offer any resolution or conclusion
about the impact of internment?
Yes, the book concludes with reflections on the lasting impact of internment on the Wakatsuki family
and the broader Japanese American community, emphasizing resilience and the importance of
remembering this history.

How does the plot show the transformation of Jeanne
Wakatsuki throughout the story?
The plot traces Jeanne’s growth from a confused child to a mature individual who understands her
family’s history, the injustice they endured, and her own cultural identity.

What is the significance of the title 'Farewell to Manzanar' in
relation to the plot?
The title signifies the family's departure from the Manzanar internment camp and symbolizes saying
goodbye to a painful chapter in their lives while moving forward with hope and healing.



Additional Resources
1. Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston
This memoir recounts the experiences of Jeanne Wakatsuki and her family during their internment at
the Manzanar camp during World War II. It explores themes of identity, resilience, and the impact of
prejudice. The book provides a personal and historical perspective on this dark chapter in American
history.

2. When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka
This novel tells the story of a Japanese American family forced into internment camps during World
War II. It poignantly captures the emotional and psychological toll of displacement and loss. The
narrative is told through multiple perspectives, highlighting the silent suffering endured by many.

3. Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai
Though centered on a Vietnamese family fleeing war, this novel shares themes of displacement and
identity similar to Farewell to Manzanar. It follows a young girl’s journey adapting to a new life in the
United States after fleeing her homeland. The story highlights resilience in the face of cultural
upheaval.

4. Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson
Set in the post-WWII Pacific Northwest, this novel weaves a courtroom drama with the lingering
effects of Japanese American internment. It explores themes of racial prejudice, memory, and
reconciliation. The story delves into the complexities of justice and forgiveness in a divided
community.

5. Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford
This historical novel centers on a Chinese American boy and his Japanese American friend during
WWII internment. It explores friendship, cultural conflict, and the impact of war on personal lives. The
book beautifully captures the struggles of Asian American communities during this era.

6. In Search of Honor: A Japanese Family's Story of World War II by James C. McNaughton
This nonfiction work chronicles the experiences of a Japanese American family during the war,
including their internment. It provides historical context and personal anecdotes that shed light on the
community’s struggles and resilience. The book complements the themes found in Farewell to
Manzanar.

7. American Knees by Shawn Wong
This novel explores the Asian American experience, focusing on identity, family, and cultural conflicts.
While not about internment, it addresses the long-term effects of cultural displacement and
assimilation. The narrative is both humorous and poignant, offering insight into post-war Asian
American life.

8. Obasan by Joy Kogawa
Obasan is a powerful novel about a Japanese Canadian girl whose family is interned during WWII. It
addresses themes of memory, silence, and the struggle to reconcile past injustices. The story is a
moving exploration of trauma and the quest for understanding and healing.

9. Children of the Camps: The Japanese American Internment Letters of George and Florence Ishikawa
edited by Linda Tamura
This collection of letters offers a firsthand glimpse into the lives of a Japanese American couple during
their internment. The correspondence reveals personal struggles, hopes, and the day-to-day realities



of camp life. It serves as an intimate companion to the broader narratives found in Farewell to
Manzanar.
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family was forced into confinement with 10,000 other Asian-Americans after the bombing of Pearl
Harbor, this study guide provides summaries and critical commentaries for each chapter within a
narrative that spans three decades. Other features that help you figure out this important work
include Author background, including coverage of Jeanne’s healing return to Manzanar Introduction
to the novel, with historical perspective Critical essays on style, settings, and themes Character
analyses of Jeanne Wakatsuki and her parents Review section that features suggested essay topics
Classic literature or modern-day treasure — you'll understand it all with expert information and
insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
  farewell to manzanar plot: Farewell to Manzanar [by] Jeanne Wakatsuki and James D.
Houston, with Connections Holt Rinehart & Winston, 2001
  farewell to manzanar plot: Asian American Literature in Transition, 1930-1965: Volume 2
Victor Bascara, Josephine Nock-Hee Park, 2021-06-17 Leading scholars provide illuminating and
engaging perspectives on a long neglected, yet incredibly eventful, period (1930-1965) of Asian
American literature.
  farewell to manzanar plot: Holt Leveled Library, Second Course Harcourt School
Publishers, 2005
  farewell to manzanar plot: Feminisms Robyn R. Warhol, Diane Price Herndl, 1997 In the
landmark 1991 edition of Feminisms, Robyn Warhol and Diane Price Herndl assembled the most
comprehensive collection of American and British feminist literary criticism ever to be published. In
this revised edition, the editors have updated the volume, in keeping with the expanded parameters
of feminist literary discourse. With the inclusion of more than two dozen new essays, along with a
major reorganization of the sections in which they appear, Warhol and Price Herndl have again
established the measure for representing the latest developments in the field of feminist literary
theory. Believing that the feminist movement can only move forward where difference commands
attention, not dismissal or negativism, they have continued the original collection's mission of
providing a multiplicity of perspectives and approaches. This anthology contains three new sections
(Conflict, Gaze, and Practice) and includes more selections by and about women of color and
lesbians. Aimed at academics and the general public alike, this collection is an indispensable guide
to the range of practice on campus today in the field of feminist literary criticism.
  farewell to manzanar plot: Asian American Society Mary Yu Danico, 2014-08-19 Asian
Americans are a growing, minority population in the United States. After a 46 percent population
growth between 2000 and 2010 according to the 2010 Census, there are 17.3 million Asian
Americans today. Yet Asian Americans as a category are a diverse set of peoples from over 30
distinctive Asian-origin subgroups that defy simplistic descriptions or generalizations. They face a
wide range of issues and problems within the larger American social universe despite the
persistence of common stereotypes that label them as a “model minority” for the generalized
attributes offered uncritically in many media depictions. Asian American Society: An Encyclopedia
provides a thorough introduction to the wide–ranging and fast–developing field of Asian American
studies. Published with the Association for Asian American Studies (AAAS), two volumes of the
four-volume encyclopedia feature more than 300 A-to-Z articles authored by AAAS members and
experts in the field who examine the social, cultural, psychological, economic, and political
dimensions of the Asian American experience. The next two volumes of this work contain
approximately 200 annotated primary documents, organized chronologically, that detail the impact
American society has had on reshaping Asian American identities and social structures over time.



Features: More than 300 articles authored by experts in the field, organized in A-to-Z format, help
students understand Asian American influences on American life, as well as the impact of American
society on reshaping Asian American identities and social structures over time. A core collection of
primary documents and key demographic and social science data provide historical context and key
information. A Reader's Guide groups related entries by broad topic areas and themes; a Glossary
defines key terms; and a Resource Guide provides lists of books, academic journals, websites and
cross references. The multimedia digital edition is enhanced with 75 video clips and features strong
search-and-browse capabilities through the electronic Reader’s Guide, detailed index, and cross
references. Available in both print and online formats, this collection of essays is a must-have
resource for general and research libraries, Asian American/ethnic studies libraries, and social
science libraries.
  farewell to manzanar plot: Terrorism in Perspective Sue Mahan, Pamala L. Griset,
2012-11-21 The Third Edition of Terrorism in Perspective, like its two successful predecessors, takes
a broad-based approach that emphasizes the historical, cultural, political, religious, social, and
economic factors that underlie an understanding of both global and domestic terrorism. This unique
text-reader combines original essays with the best of the existing literature on terrorism. Each
chapter of this text begins with an overview essay written by the authors, followed by two relevant
and engaging articles culled from a wide variety of popular, academic, and governmental sources.
This is the only major terrorism text to incorporate readings from top terrorism experts into a
traditional textbook format, allowing readers to deepen their understanding of each aspect of
terrorism.
  farewell to manzanar plot: Challenging Boundaries Joyce W. Warren, Margaret Dickie,
2012-03-15 What if the American literary canon were expanded to consistently represent women
writers, who do not always fit easily into genres and periods established on the basis of men's
writings? How would the study of American literature benefit from this long-needed revision? This
timely collection of essays by fourteen women writers breaks new ground in American literary study.
Not content to rediscover and awkwardly fit female writers into the white male scheme of
anthologies and college courses, editors Margaret Dickie and Joyce W. Warren question the current
boundaries of literary periods, advocating a revised literary canon. The essays consider a wide range
of American women writers, including Mary Rowlandson, Margaret Fuller, Harriet Beecher Stowe,
Emily Dickinson, Frances Harper, Edith Wharton, Gertrude Stein, Amy Lowell and Adrienne Rich,
discussing how the present classification of these writers by periods affects our reading of their
work. Beyond the focus of feminist challenges to American literary periodization, this volume also
studies issues of a need for literary reforms considering differences in race, ethnicity, class, and
sexuality. The essays are valuable and informative as individual critical studies of specific writers
and their works. Challenging Boundaries presents intelligent, original, well-written, and practical
arguments in support of long-awaited changes in American literary scholarship and is a milestone of
feminist literary study.
  farewell to manzanar plot: Representing Wars from 1860 to the Present , 2018-07-17
Representing Wars from 1860 to the Present examines representations of war in literature, film,
photography, memorials, and the popular press. The volume breaks new ground in cutting across
disciplinary boundaries and offering case studies on a wide variety of fields of vision and action, and
types of conflict: from civil wars in the USA, Spain, Russia and the Congo to recent western
interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq. In the case of World War Two, Representing Wars emphasises
idiosyncratic and non-western perspectives – specifically those of Japanese writers Hayashi and
Ooka. A central concern of the thirteen contributors has been to investigate the ethical and
ideological implications of specific representational choices. Contributors are: Claire Bowen,
Catherine Ann Collins, Marie-France Courriol, Éliane Elmaleh, Teresa Gibert, William Gleeson,
Catherine Hoffmann, Sandrine Lascaux, Christopher Lloyd, Monica Michlin, Guillaume Muller,
Misako Nemoto, Clément Sigalas.
  farewell to manzanar plot: Feminisms Redux Diane Price Herndl, 2009



  farewell to manzanar plot: Detained without Cause I. Shiekh, 2011-02-28 Immigrants from
Pakistan, Egypt, India, and Palestine who were racially profiled and detained following the
September 11 attacks tell their personal stories in a collection which explores themes of
transnationalism, racialization, and the global war on terror, and explains the human cost of
suspending civil liberties after a wartime emergency.
  farewell to manzanar plot: Captured on Film Bruce Crowther, 1989 Prison has long fascinated
film makers and audiences alike. The author explores the dark enclosed world of prisons on film
from light-hearted comedies to the deeper implications of people imprisoned for their political and
religious beliefs.
  farewell to manzanar plot: Farewell to Manzanar BookCaps Study Guides Staff, 2012-04-24
The perfect companion to Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston's Farewell to Manzanar, this study guide
contains a chapter by chapter analysis of the book, a summary of the plot, and a guide to major
characters and themes.BookCap Study Guides do not contain text from the actual book, and are not
meant to be purchased as alternatives to reading the book.
  farewell to manzanar plot: Teaching Middle School Language Arts Anna J. Small Roseboro,
2010-04-16 Teaching Middle School Language Arts is the first book on teaching middle school
language arts for multiple intelligences and related 21st century literacies in technologically and
ethnically diverse communities. More than 670,000 middle school teachers (grades six through
eight) are responsible for educating nearly 13 million students in public and private schools.
Thousands more teachers join these ranks annually, especially in the South and West, where ethnic
populations are ballooning. Teachers and administrators seek practical, time-efficient ways of
teaching language arts to 21st century adolescents in increasingly multicultural, technologically
diverse, socially networked communities. They seek sound understanding, practical advice, and
proven strategies for connecting diverse literature to 21st century societies while meeting state and
professional standards. Teaching Middle School Language Arts provides strategies and resources
that work. Roseboro's book provides an entire academic year of inspiring theory and instruction in
multimedia reading, writing, and speaking for the 21st century literacies that are increasingly
required in the United States and Canada. An appendix includes supplementary documents to adapt
or adopt, and a companion web site is designed to continue communication with readers.
  farewell to manzanar plot: Landscapes of the New West Krista Comer, 1999 In the early
1970s, empowered by the civil rights and women's movements, a new group of women writers began
speaking to the American public. Their topic, broadly defined, was the postmodern American West.
By the mid-1980s, their combined works made for a bona fide literary groundswell in both critical
and commercial terms. However, as Krista Comer notes, despite the attentions of publishers, the
media, and millions of readers, literary scholars have rarely addressed this movement or its writers.
Too many critics, Comer argues, still enamored of western images that are both masculine and
antimodern, have been slow to reckon with the emergence of a new, far more feminine, postmodern,
multiracial, and urban west. Here, she calls for a redesign of the field of western cultural studies,
one that engages issues of gender and race and is more self-conscious about space itself_especially
that cherished symbol of western authenticity, open landscape. Surveying works by Joan Didion,
Wanda Coleman, Maxine Hong Kingston, Leslie Marmon Silko, Barbara Kingsolver, Pam Houston,
Louise Erdrich, Sandra Cisneros, and Mary Clearman Blew, Comer shows how these and other
contemporary women writers have mapped new geographical imaginations upon the cultural and
social spaces of today's American West.
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