foucault governmentality

foucault governmentality is a critical concept developed by the French
philosopher Michel Foucault, which explores the art and practice of governing
beyond traditional notions of state power. This concept extends the
understanding of political power by examining the techniques and strategies
used to manage populations and regulate behavior in modern societies.
Foucault governmentality highlights how power is exercised through
institutions, knowledge, and discourse, shaping individuals' conduct in
subtle but pervasive ways. It encompasses a broad range of practices, from
administrative policies to social norms, illustrating the transformation of
governance from overt control to more dispersed and internalized forms. This
article delves into the origins, key elements, and implications of foucault
governmentality, revealing its relevance in contemporary political theory and
social analysis. The discussion will also cover its relationship with
biopolitics, neoliberalism, and critiques of power structures. The following
sections provide a structured overview of foucault governmentality and its
enduring significance.
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Origins and Definition of Foucault
Governmentality

Historical Context and Development

The concept of governmentality emerged from Michel Foucault'’s lectures at the
College de France during the late 1970s. It marked a shift in his analysis of
power, moving beyond sovereign power to focus on the techniques of governance
in the modern era. Foucault governmentality refers to the "conduct of
conduct," a form of power that shapes how individuals govern themselves and
others through various institutions and practices. This approach challenges
traditional political theories by emphasizing decentralized and dispersed
power networks rather than centralized authority.

Definition and Core Idea

Foucault governmentality is defined as the ensemble formed by institutions,
procedures, analyses, and reflections that facilitate the exercise of power
over populations. It involves a complex interplay between knowledge, power,
and subjectivity, where governing is not solely the role of the state but



includes multiple actors and techniques. The core idea is that power operates
through managing behaviors, choices, and desires, making governance more
effective by promoting self-regulation among individuals.

Key Elements and Concepts

Techniques of Government

Governmentality encompasses various techniques used to regulate populations,
including surveillance, normalization, and statistical analysis. These
methods aim to optimize societal functions by influencing individual conduct
indirectly. For example, education systems, public health policies, and
economic regulations all serve as instruments of governmentality, shaping how
people act within social frameworks.

Role of Knowledge and Expertise

Knowledge production is central to foucault governmentality. Experts, such as
scientists, bureaucrats, and social planners, generate discourses that
justify and guide governance practices. This expert knowledge legitimizes
interventions and shapes public perception, reinforcing power structures
through seemingly rational and objective means.

Self-Governance and Subjectivity

A distinctive feature of governmentality is its focus on self-governance.
Individuals internalize norms and rules, regulating their own behavior in
alignment with governmental objectives. This internalization creates subjects
who participate in their own governance, blurring the lines between rulers
and the ruled.

e Surveillance and monitoring mechanisms

Normalization and standard-setting practices

Statistical and demographic analysis

e Expert knowledge and institutional roles

Individual self-regulation and subject formation

Governmentality and Biopolitics



Interconnection of Concepts

Foucault governmentality is closely linked with the concept of biopolitics,
which focuses on the governance of life and populations. While
governmentality refers to the broader techniques of governing conduct,
biopolitics specifically addresses the management of biological processes
such as health, reproduction, and mortality. Together, these concepts
illustrate how modern power operates at the intersection of social and
biological regulation.

Population as a Political Entity

Under governmentality, populations are treated as entities to be managed
through policies that optimize health, productivity, and security. This shift
reflects a move from ruling individuals as subjects to managing populations
as a collective, employing statistical knowledge and public health measures
to govern life itself.

Neoliberalism and Governmentality

Neoliberalism as a Form of Governmentality

Neoliberalism exemplifies a contemporary form of foucault governmentality
that emphasizes market logic, individual responsibility, and competition. It
reshapes governance by promoting the idea that individuals are entrepreneurs
of themselves, responsible for their own welfare and success. This ideology
transforms state functions and social policies, embedding economic
rationality into everyday life.

Implications for Social Policy

The neoliberal governmentality influences welfare, education, and healthcare
systems by introducing market mechanisms and incentivizing self-care. It
encourages citizens to adopt entrepreneurial attitudes, thus extending
governance into personal and economic spheres. This has significant
implications for inequality, social justice, and the role of the state.

Applications and Critiques

Practical Applications

Foucault governmentality has been applied across various disciplines,
including political science, sociology, and public policy. It provides a
framework for understanding governance beyond legal and institutional
structures, analyzing how power circulates in society. Researchers use it to
study areas such as urban planning, security practices, and education
reforms.



Critiques and Limitations

Despite its analytical value, foucault governmentality has faced critiques
for its abstract nature and potential to overlook resistance and agency. Some
scholars argue that it may understate the role of coercion and conflict in
power relations. Others highlight challenges in applying the concept
empirically due to its broad and sometimes vague definition.

1. Abstract and complex theoretical framework
2. Potential underestimation of overt coercion
3. Challenges in empirical application

4. Debates over the balance between power and resistance

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Foucault's concept of governmentality?

Foucault's concept of governmentality refers to the way in which the state
exercises control over the population through a range of institutions,
procedures, analyses, and reflections, focusing on the art of governing
beyond traditional political structures.

How does governmentality differ from traditional
notions of government?

Governmentality extends beyond formal political institutions to include
various techniques and strategies used to manage populations and guide
behavior, emphasizing the role of knowledge, power, and discourse in
governing.

What role does power play in Foucault's
governmentality?

In governmentality, power is decentralized and exercised through various
institutions and practices rather than centralized authority, shaping
individuals' conduct through subtle mechanisms rather than overt force.

How is the concept of governmentality relevant to
public policy analysis?

Governmentality provides a framework for understanding how policies shape and
regulate populations by influencing behaviors, norms, and social practices,
highlighting the interplay between power, knowledge, and governance.

Can you explain the relationship between



governmentality and neoliberalism?

Foucault linked governmentality to neoliberalism by analyzing how neoliberal
rationality transforms governance, emphasizing market principles and
individual responsibility as key tools for managing populations.

What are some examples of governmentality in
contemporary society?

Examples include public health campaigns, surveillance systems, educational
reforms, and welfare policies that regulate individual behavior and societal
norms through non-coercive means.

How does governmentality relate to biopolitics?

Governmentality encompasses biopolitics as a form of governance that focuses
on managing populations' biological and social life, such as health,
reproduction, and mortality, through regulatory controls.

What methodologies are used to study governmentality?

Researchers often use discourse analysis, historical genealogy, and critical
policy analysis to examine how governmentality operates through language,
practices, and institutional arrangements.

How does Foucault's idea of governmentality influence
critical social theory?

It challenges traditional views of power by showing its dispersed and
productive nature, encouraging critical examination of how governance shapes
identities, subjectivities, and social relations.

What criticisms exist regarding Foucault's concept of
governmentality?

Critics argue that governmentality can be too broad or abstract, sometimes
overlooking resistance, agency, and the complexities of power relations in
real-world governance contexts.

Additional Resources

1. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison

Michel Foucault’s seminal work explores the development of modern
disciplinary institutions and the ways in which power is exercised through
surveillance and normalization. The book traces the transition from sovereign
power to disciplinary power, emphasizing how governmentality operates through
subtle, pervasive mechanisms rather than overt coercion. It is foundational
for understanding Foucault’s ideas on power and governance.

2. The History of Sexuality, Volume 1: An Introduction

In this influential text, Foucault examines how power shapes discourses
around sexuality, illustrating the relationship between knowledge, power, and
the regulation of bodies. The concept of governmentality is tied to the ways
in which the state and other institutions manage populations through norms



related to sexuality and morality. This volume is essential for grasping how
governance extends beyond political institutions into social and personal
realms.

3. Security, Territory, Population: Lectures at the Colléege de France,
1977-1978

This collection of lectures by Foucault introduces and elaborates on the
concept of governmentality. He analyzes how governing evolved from sovereign
rule to the regulation of populations through security mechanisms and
territorial management. The book provides critical insights into the
techniques and rationalities that underpin modern state governance.

4. The Birth of Biopolitics: Lectures at the College de France, 1978-1979
Foucault’s lectures focus on the emergence of neoliberal governmentality and
its impact on political rationality. He discusses how economic principles
infiltrate governance practices and how individuals are governed through
market logic. This work is crucial for understanding contemporary forms of
governmentality influenced by economic thought.

5. Governmentality (edited by Graham Burchell, Colin Gordon, and Peter
Miller)

This edited volume compiles key essays that clarify and expand upon
Foucault’s concept of governmentality. It covers a range of topics from the
history of government to contemporary political theory. The book is a
valuable resource for scholars seeking a comprehensive overview of
governmentality theory.

6. Michel Foucault: The Will to Knowledge by Hubert L. Dreyfus and Paul
Rabinow

This interpretative work analyzes Foucault’s major texts, including his
lectures on governmentality. Dreyfus and Rabinow offer accessible
explanations of Foucault’s ideas on power, knowledge, and governance. It
serves as an excellent introduction for readers new to Foucault’s
governmentality framework.

7. Governmentality: Power and Rule in Modern Society by Mitchell Dean
Mitchell Dean provides a detailed examination of governmentality as a mode of
power and social regulation. The book explores the techniques, rationalities,
and effects of governing populations in modern societies. Dean’s analysis
bridges Foucault’s theoretical insights with practical examples of
governance.

8. Foucault and Neoliberalism edited by Daniel Zamora and Mike Trainer

This collection investigates the intersections between Foucault’s concept of
governmentality and neoliberal political economy. Contributors analyze how
neoliberalism reshapes governance, individual subjectivity, and social
policies. The book is important for understanding the contemporary relevance
of governmentality in economic contexts.

9. Spaces of Governmentality: Urban Governance and the Politics of Scale by
Mark Purcell

Purcell explores how governmentality operates through spatial practices and
urban governance. The book discusses the role of scale in the exercise of
power and the management of populations within cities. It provides a
geographical perspective on Foucault’s theories of governmentality and power.
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foucault governmentality: Governmentality and the Mastery of Territory in
Nineteenth-Century America Matthew G. Hannah, 2000-09-14 Matthew Hannah's book focuses on
late nineteenth-century America, the period of transformation which followed the Civil War and gave
birth to the twentieth century. This was a time of industrialization and urbanization. Immigration
was on the increase and traditional hierarchies were being challenged. Using a combination of
empirical and theoretical material, Hannah explores the modernization of the American federal
government during this period. Discussions of gender, race and colonial knowledge engage with
Foucault's ideas on 'governmentality'. The empirical strands of the narrative surround the career
and writing of Francis A. Walker. A hugely influential figure at that time, Walker was Director of the
1870 and 1880 US censuses, Commissioner of Indian affairs and a prominent political economist and
educator. Through an analysis of his work, Hannah enriches previous interpretations of the period,
demonstrating that the modernization of the American national state was a thoroughly spatial and
explicitly geographical project.

foucault governmentality: Foucault's Analysis of Modern Governmentality Thomas
Lemke, 2019-03-05 Tracking the development of Foucault's key concepts Lemke offers the most
comprehensive and systematic account of Michel Foucault's work on power and government from
1970 until his death in 1984. He convincingly argues, using material that has only partly been
translated into English, that Foucault's concern with ethics and forms of subjectivation is always
already integrated into his political concerns and his analytics of power. The book also shows how
the concept of government was taken up in different lines of research in France before it gave rise to
governmentality studies in the Anglophone world. Foucault's Analysis of Modern Governmentality
provides a clear and well-structured exposition that is theoretically challenging but also accessible
for a wider audience. Thus, the book can be read both as an original examination of Foucault's
concept of government and as a general introduction to his genealogy of power.

foucault governmentality: Foucault, Cultural Studies, and Governmentality Jack Z. Bratich,
Jeremy Packer, Cameron McCarthy, 2003-02-21 Applies Foucault's ideas to a cultural studies
framework.

foucault governmentality: Foucault, Governmentality, and Critique Thomas Lemke,
2015-12-03 Michel Foucault is one of the most cited authors in social science. This book discusses
one of his most influential concepts: governmentality. Reconstructing its emergence in Foucault's
analytics of power, the book explores the theoretical strengths the concept of governmentality offers
for political analysis and critique. It highlights the intimate link between neoliberal rationalities and
the problem of biopolitics including issues around genetic and reproductive technologies. This book
is a useful introduction to Foucault's work on power and governmentality suitable for experts and
students alike

foucault governmentality: The Foucault Effect Michel Foucault, 1991-07-09 Based on
Foucault's 1978 and 1979 lectures on rationalities of government, this work examines the art or
activity of government and the different ways in which it has been made thinkable and practicable.
There are also contributions of other scholars exploring modern manifestations of government.

foucault governmentality: Foucault, Governmentality, and Critique Thomas Lemke,
2015-12-03 Michel Foucault is one of the most cited authors in social science. This book discusses
one of his most influential concepts: governmentality. Reconstructing its emergence in Foucault's
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analytics of power, the book explores the theoretical strengths the concept of governmentality offers
for political analysis and critique. It highlights the intimate link between neoliberal rationalities and
the problem of biopolitics including issues around genetic and reproductive technologies. This book
is a useful introduction to Foucault's work on power and governmentality suitable for experts and
students alike

foucault governmentality: Foucault and the Government of Disability Shelley Lynn Tremain,
2010-02-22 Foucault and the Government of Disability is the first book-length investigation of the
relevance and importance of the ideas of Michel Foucault to the field of disability studies-and vice
versa. Over the last thirty years, politicized conceptions of disability have precipitated significant
social change, including the landmark Americans with Disabilities Act in 1990, the redesign of urban
landscapes, the appearance of closed-captioning on televisions, and the growing recognition that
disabled people constitute a marginalized and disenfranchised constituency. The provocative essays
in this volume respond to Foucault's call to question what is regarded as natural, inevitable, ethical,
and liberating, while they challenge established understandings of Foucault's analyses and offer
fresh approaches to his work. The book's roster of distinguished international contributors
represents a broad range of disciplines and perspectives, making this a timely and necessary
addition to the burgeoning field of disability studies.

foucault governmentality: On the Use and Abuse of Foucault for Politics Brent Pickett,
2005-01-01 Sensitive to the discontinuities in Foucault's thought, neither critical nor slavishly
devotional, On the Use and Abuse of Foucault for Politics demonstrates how Foucault is relevant for
contemporary democratic theory. Beginning with a discussion of the interrelated ideas of power and
resistance, Brent Pickett provides an interpretation of Foucault's political philosophy, including a
comprehensive overview of the reasons for various conflicting interpretations, and then explores
how well the different Foucaults can be used in progressive politics. Accessible and insightful, On
the Use and Abuse of Foucault for Politics is valuable for specialists in Foucault and for students of
postmodern and democratic theory alike.

foucault governmentality: Foucault and Governmentality Benda Hofmeyr, 2022-07-11 Using
empirical research, this book critically analyses the dynamics, culture and forms of subjectivity of
neo-liberalism. It draws upon existing historical, sociological and cultural studies to excavate the
geneaology of the capitalist subject with specific emphasis on the neo-liberal govern-mental context
of the last four decades. Michel Foucault’s notion of governmentality, which he developed in his
College de France lectures of 1978 and 1979, is employed as an hermeneutic key to historically
situate and critically analyse the regimes of subject-formation characteristic of neo-liberal
capitalism. The current crisis in capitalism is surveyed, along with earlier forms of capitalism, and
the transition in power from discipline to control is explored. The study concludes by tracing the
changing face of Homo Economicus in relation to resistance levelled against neo-liberal capitalism
and the resultant metamorphises it has undergone.Drawing upon political philosophy and political
economy, Benda Hofmeyr presents a comprehensive Foucaultian analysis and historical
contextualisation of the rise of neo-liberal governmentality.

foucault governmentality: Foucault and Managerial Governmentality Alan McKinlay, Eric
Pezet, 2017-02-10 In the last two decades there has been an explosion of research inspired by
Michel Foucault’s suggestion of a new concept, ‘governmentality’. The distinctive feature of modern
governmentality is that across all sorts of fields, rule is predicated upon the active subject as the
vehicle through which—and by which—power is exercised. The appeal of governmentality is that,
whether we are considering the workplace, the school or welfare regimes, it opens up new ways of
looking at familiar institutions. Foucault and Managerial Governmentality is about Michel Foucault’s
concept of governmentality. The novelty of this concept is that looks at the ways that populations
and organisations are imagined in ways that premise collective gains through expanding individual
freedoms. Specifically, how are technologies of freedom devised that improve the overall
performance—health, productivity, or parental responsibility—of a given population? Understanding
the operation of technologies of control is a simple enough task, argues Foucault, but also one that




blinds us to the increasing prevalence of technologies of freedom. Foucault and Managerial
Governmentality aims not just to locate this concept in Foucault’s wider research project but to
apply it to all sorts of management techniques. By applying governmentality to questions of
management and organization we will also develop Foucault’s original, somewhat sketchy concept.
This book has three innovative narratives: an awareness of the historicity of the concept; the
application of governmentality to specific forms of management means that we escape the
temptation to read any and all forms of technology and organization as an expression of
neoliberalism; and, finally, the interviews with Peter Miller and Nikolas Rose provide unique
intellectual and personal insights into the development of the governmentalist project over the last
thirty years.

foucault governmentality: Democracy and National Identity in Thailand Michael Kelly
Connors, 2003 This book seeks to illuminate how Thai elites have used democracy as an instrument
for order and discipline. Drawing on interviews, numerous Thai language sources, and critical
theory, the author reveals a remarkable adaptation of the idea of democracy in the Thai context.
Connors shows how elites have drawn on Western political theory to design projects to create
modern citizens. He argues that it is possible to see the idea and practice of elite liberal democracy
in Thailand, and elsewhere, as a key ideological resource in the project of securing hegemony over
undisciplined populations. In this perspective the ideas of civil society, civic virtue, social capital and
democracy itself are all part of the weaponry deployed in an effort to create 'good citizens', who act
as guardians of the elite defined common good.

foucault governmentality: The Persistence of Critical Theory Gabriel R. Ricci, 2017-07-05
The latest volume of Culture and Civilization gathers contemporary exponents of critical theory,
specifically those based in the Frankfurt School of social thinking. Collectively, this volume
demonstrates the continuing intellectual viability of critical theory, which challenges the limits of
positivism and materialism. We may question how the theoretical framework of Marxism fails to
coordinate with the conditions that defined labor forces, as did Max Horkheimer and Theodor
Adorno, or deliberate on the conditions that justify the claims we make through public discourse, as
did Jurgen Habermas. Or, like Axel Honneth, we may reflect on recognition theory as a means of
addressing social problems. Whatever our objective, the focus of critical theory continues to be the
consciousness of established positive interests that, without debate, may sustain injustices or
conditions which the public may not have chosen to impose. Throughout the hardship of punitive
dismissal and exile in the 1930s and 40s, and the shock of the New Left in the 1960s and 70s, and
finally the later linguistic and pragmatic turn, the Frankfurt School has sustained the idea that
people escape disaffection and alienation when their knowledge of the social and political world is
dialectically mediated through creative interaction. This new volume in the Culture and Civilization
series continues the tradition of critical thought.

foucault governmentality: Consuming Desires Frances Hasso, 2010-10-20 Over the course of
the twentieth century, most Middle East states adopted a shari'a-based system for recognizing
marriages. Partly in reaction to these dynamics, new types of marriage that evade the control of the
state and religious authorities have emerged. These marriages allow for men and women to engage
in sexual relationships, but do not require that they register the marriage with the state, that they
live together, or that the man be financially responsible for the wife or household. In Consuming
Desires, Frances Hasso explores the extent to which these new relationship forms are used and to
what ends, as well as the legal and cultural responses to such innovations. She outlines what is at
stake for the various groups—the state, religious leaders, opposition groups, young people, men and
women of different classes and locations, and feminist organizations—in arguments for and against
these relationship forms.

foucault governmentality: Foucault's Askesis Edward F. McGushin, 2007-04-03 In his
renowned courses at the College de France from 1982 to 1984, Michel Foucault devoted his lectures
to meticulous readings and interpretations of the works of Plato, Epictetus, Seneca, and Marcus
Aurelius, among others. In this his aim was not, Edward F. McGushin contends, to develop a new



knowledge of the history of philosophy; rather, it was to let himself be transformed by the very
activity of thinking. Thus, this work shows us Foucault in the last phase of his life in the act of
becoming a philosopher. Here we see how his encounter with ancient philosophy allowed him to
experience the practice of philosophy as, to paraphrase Nietzsche, a way of becoming who one is:
the work of self-formation that the Greeks called askesis. Through a detailed study of Foucault's last
courses, McGushin demonstrates that this new way of practicing philosophical askesis evokes
Foucault's ethical resistance to modern relations of power and knowledge. In order to understand
Foucault's later project, then, it is necessary to see it within the context of his earlier work. If his
earlier projects represented an attempt to bring to light the relations of power and knowledge that
narrowed and limited freedom, then this last project represents his effort to take back that freedom
by redefining it in terms of care of the self. Foucault always stressed that modern power functions by
producing individual subjects. This book shows how his excavation of ancient philosophical practices
gave him the tools to counter this function-with a practice of self-formation, an askesis.

foucault governmentality: Climate Governance in the Arctic Timo Koivurova, E. Carina H.
Keskitalo, Nigel Bankes, 2010-03-12 Climate change is affecting the Arctic environment and
ecosystems at an accelerating speed, twice the rate of the global average. This is opening the Arctic
to transportation and resource development and creating serious challenges for local communities
and indigenous peoples. Climate Governance in the Arctic considers two aspects of climate change
from an institutional perspective. It focuses on how relevant regimes, institutions and governance
systems support mitigation of climate change. It also examines the extent to which the varying
governance arrangements in the Arctic support adaptation and the development of adaptation
processes for the region. The book’s focus on Arctic governance offers unique insights within climate
change mitigation and adaptation research.

foucault governmentality: Foucault's Challenge Thomas S. Popkewitz, Marie T. Brennan, 1997
The intellectual work of Michel Foucault has been an increasingly central component of social
science in recent years. This is the first book to directly address the implication of Foucault's work
for the field of education. This text, originally published in 1997, not only provides a critical
examination of the significance of Foucauldian thought for education, but also discusses how
Foucault’s theories are arrayed in the everyday life of schools.

foucault governmentality: Empire and Education under the Ottomans Emine O. Evered,
2012-05-27 Once hailed as 'the eternal state', the Ottoman Empire was in decline by the end of the
nineteenth century, finally collapsing under the pressures of World War I. Yet its legacies are still
apparent, and few have had more impact than those of its schools and educational policies. Empire
and Education under the Ottomans analyses the Empire's educational politics from the
mid-nineteenth century, amidst the Tanzimat reform period, until The Young Turk Revolution in
1908. Through a focus on the regional impact of decrees from Istanbul, Emine O. Evered unravels
the complexities of the era, demonstrating how educational changes devised to strengthen the
Empire actually hastened its demise. This book is the first history of education in the Ottoman
Middle East to evaluate policies in the context of local responses and resistance, and includes the
first published English translation of the watershed 1869 Ottoman Education Law. A stimulating and
impressively-researched study, it represents an important new addition to the historiography of the
Ottoman Empire and will be essential for those researching its lasting legacy.

foucault governmentality: Equality and Freedom in Ranciére and Foucault Stuart Blaney,
2024-12-12 Responding to the increasing need for new and peaceful forms of emancipation, Stuart
Blaney offers a unique solution in the synergy between two pioneering strands of continental
philosophy: Michael Foucault's ideas on freedom and Jacques Ranciére's ideas on equality. Building
a dialogue between these two thinkers, Blaney presents new perspectives on their work and a clear
picture that emancipation comes from everyday practices rather than any particular movement or
revolution. In exploring these combined views of equality and freedom, Blaney draws on some of the
central facets of both concepts, including revolution, disagreement, care for the self, free speech and
stoicism. To put these ideas into a practical framework of real, lived experience, we are introduced




to the figure of Louis-Gabriel Gauny the 19th-century worker-poet and self confessed plebeian
philosopher. Gauny is a nexus for Ranciere's and Foucault's ideas; his life exemplifying a dual mode
of existence in-between conformity and political revolution. This lived philosophy of equality and
freedom shows the strong synergy between the two concepts, with one reinforcing the other and
strengthening their efficacy as forms of emancipatory practice.

foucault governmentality: Cyber-nationalism in China Ying Jiang, 2012 The prevailing
consumerism in Chinese cyberspace is a growing element of Chinese culture and an important
aspect of this book. Chinese bloggers, who have strongly embraced consumerism and tend to be
apathetic about politics, have nonetheless demonstrated political passion over issues such as the
Western media's negative coverage of China. In this book, Jiang focuses upon this passion - Chinese
bloggers' angry reactions to the Western media's coverage of censorship issues in current China - in
order to examine China's current potential for political reform. A central focus of this book, then, is
the specific issue of censorship and how to interpret the Chinese characteristics of it as a
mechanism currently used to maintain state control. While Cyber-Nationalism in China examines
fundamental questions surrounding the political implications of the Internet in China, it avoids
simply predicting that the Internet does or does not lead to democratization. Applying a theoretical
approach based on the Foucauldian notion of governmentality, the book builds on current
scholarship that has attempted to move beyond examining the dynamics of the socio-cultural and
-political use of new media technologies. Instead, this book's more intricate theoretical approach
does not only accommodate the kind of liberal (apolitical or political) use observed on the Internet in
China, but indicates that desires for political change, such as they are, are implicitly embedded in
the relationship between China's online communities and state apparatus - noting, however, that the
latter claims total governance over the Internet in the name of the people.

foucault governmentality: Michel Foucault’s Understandings of Power and the Political
Crises in Egypt in the Yacoubian Building and Cairo My City, Our Revolution Ali B.
Mohammed, 2020-02-29 What happens when the largest majority of the population blindly follow the
interests of the tiny minority and lead a so called revolution against their current regime? What
happens to a country, where all its sanctity and sacredness are destroyed by the hands of its own
children? If Orwell’s Mr. Jones is removed from the authority, the emerge of the pigs is an inevitable
likelihood. This book compares the pre and after revolution state, of countries where uprisings
emerged and reaches the vehement conclusion about the pros and cons of these rebellions in the
shadow of Michel Foucault’s understandings of power and his ideas of governmentality.
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