founding fathers deism

founding fathers deism was a significant philosophical influence shaping the intellectual and
political landscape of early America. Many of the key figures involved in the founding of the United
States held beliefs aligned with deism, a rationalist approach to religion that emphasized reason,
natural law, and a non-interventionist Creator. This worldview influenced their perspectives on
governance, individual rights, and the separation of church and state. Understanding the role of
deism among the founding fathers provides insight into the ideological foundations of the American
Revolution and the Constitution. This article explores the origins of deism, its core principles, the
founding fathers who adhered to it, and its lasting impact on American political thought. The
following sections will detail these aspects to offer a comprehensive overview of founding fathers
deism.

e What Is Deism?

¢ Core Beliefs of the Founding Fathers’ Deism

e Prominent Founding Fathers and Their Deistic Beliefs
e Deism’s Influence on American Political Principles

e Legacy of Founding Fathers Deism in Modern America

What Is Deism?

Deism is a philosophical and religious belief system that emerged during the Enlightenment in the
17th and 18th centuries. It rejects revealed religion and the authority of organized churches, instead
advocating for a belief in God based on reason and observation of the natural world. Deists argue
that the existence of a Creator can be deduced through the complexity and order of the universe but
deny supernatural interventions or miracles. This approach to faith emphasizes a rational, ethical
life guided by natural law rather than dogma or scripture.

Historical Origins of Deism

Deism developed as a reaction against traditional religious institutions and the perceived excesses of
superstition. Influenced by scientific discoveries and the philosophy of thinkers like John Locke and
Isaac Newton, deism gained popularity among intellectuals who sought a more reasoned approach
to spirituality. It spread particularly among educated elites in Europe and the American colonies,
where it shaped the intellectual environment of the 18th century.



Distinguishing Features of Deism

Key characteristics that distinguish deism include:

Belief in a Creator who designed the universe but does not intervene in human affairs.

Rejection of revealed religions and sacred texts as divine authority.

Reliance on reason and empirical evidence to understand moral and spiritual truths.

Emphasis on natural law as the foundation for ethics and governance.

¢ Denial of miracles, prophecy, and supernatural revelation.

Core Beliefs of the Founding Fathers’ Deism

The founding fathers embraced several core deistic beliefs that influenced their worldview and
political philosophy. While their personal religious convictions varied, many shared a commitment to
reason, morality based on natural law, and a belief in a Creator who endowed humans with inherent
rights. These ideas underpinned their vision for a society governed by laws rather than religious
mandates.

Reason as the Path to Truth

For the founding fathers, reason was the supreme tool for understanding both the natural world and
human society. They believed that rational inquiry could uncover universal truths about morality,
government, and human rights, making blind faith or dogmatic religion unnecessary. This belief in
reason helped them craft principles based on logic and evidence rather than tradition.

Natural Rights and the Creator

Founding fathers deism emphasized that individuals possess inherent rights bestowed by their
Creator. These rights—such as life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness—were viewed as natural
and inalienable, not granted by governments or religious institutions. This belief in natural rights
forms the foundation of the Declaration of Independence and other key American documents.

Moral Order and Natural Law

Deistic thought held that the universe operates according to a moral order established by the
Creator. Humans, through reason, can discern this natural law, which guides ethical behavior and
just governance. This belief justified the founding fathers’ advocacy for laws that protect individual
freedoms and promote justice without reliance on specific religious doctrines.



Prominent Founding Fathers and Their Deistic Beliefs

Several influential founding fathers are widely recognized for their deistic views. Their writings and
actions reflect a commitment to Enlightenment principles and a cautious approach to organized
religion. Understanding their beliefs provides insight into the religious climate of the American
Revolution and the framing of the nation’s founding documents.

Thomas Jefferson

Thomas Jefferson is often regarded as a quintessential deist among the founding fathers. He
famously created the "Jefferson Bible," which excluded miracles and supernatural elements to
emphasize Jesus’ moral teachings. Jefferson’s writings express skepticism of orthodox Christianity
and a strong belief in reason and natural rights.

Benjamin Franklin

Benjamin Franklin embraced deism, valuing practical morality and the laws of nature. He believed in
a Creator but was critical of organized religion’s dogma. Franklin’s emphasis on virtue, education,
and civic responsibility reflects key deistic ideals.

George Washington

George Washington’s religious beliefs are often described as more ambiguous; however, many
historians note his alignment with deistic principles. Washington emphasized providence and moral
virtue but refrained from explicitly endorsing specific religious doctrines, reflecting a deist’s respect
for natural religion.

Other Influential Figures

Additional founding fathers with deistic tendencies include:

e James Madison - Advocated for religious freedom and separation of church and state.
e John Adams - Valued reason and moral law, skeptical of religious fanaticism.

e Thomas Paine - Authored "The Age of Reason," critiquing organized religion and promoting
deism.

Deism’s Influence on American Political Principles

The principles derived from founding fathers deism significantly shaped the political framework of
the United States. These ideas promoted a government based on reason, individual rights, and the



separation of church and state, laying the groundwork for modern American democracy.

The Declaration of Independence

The Declaration of Independence embodies deistic concepts, particularly in its assertion that all men
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights. This language reflects the belief in
natural rights and a Creator who establishes moral order without dictating specific religious
practices.

Separation of Church and State

Deism influenced the founding fathers’ commitment to separating religious institutions from
government functions. This principle was intended to protect both religious liberty and
governmental neutrality, preventing religious tyranny and ensuring freedom of conscience.

Religious Freedom and Tolerance

The deistic emphasis on reason and individual judgment fostered a climate of religious tolerance.
The founding fathers sought to create a pluralistic society where diverse beliefs could coexist
without state interference, a legacy enshrined in the First Amendment.

Natural Law and Constitutional Framework

The Constitution reflects deistic principles through its reliance on natural law concepts. The idea
that laws should be just, rational, and protect inherent rights aligns with the deistic worldview that
reason can guide human affairs toward fairness and order.

Legacy of Founding Fathers Deism in Modern America

Founding fathers deism continues to influence American political and cultural life. Its principles
remain embedded in the nation’s foundational texts and legal interpretations, shaping ongoing
debates about religion’s role in public life.

Enduring Impact on American Values

The deistic ideals of liberty, reason, and natural rights contribute to core American values such as
freedom of religion, individualism, and democratic governance. These concepts support a society
that values critical thinking and respects diverse beliefs.



Influence on Contemporary Religious and Secular Thought

Modern discussions about religion and government often trace their roots back to the deistic ideas
of the founding fathers. Debates over church-state separation, religious pluralism, and the role of
faith in public policy reflect this enduring influence.

Challenges and Critiques

While founding fathers deism laid important groundwork, it has also faced criticism for its perceived
detachment from traditional religious faith and for leaving moral questions to human reason alone.
Nonetheless, its emphasis on tolerance and reason remains relevant in pluralistic societies.

Summary of Key Contributions

e Promoted a rational basis for belief in God compatible with scientific understanding.
e Advocated natural rights and moral law independent of religious dogma.

¢ Influenced the framing of foundational American documents and principles.

e Supported religious freedom and the separation of church and state.

 Established a legacy of reasoned debate on religion and governance in America.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Deism and how did it influence the Founding Fathers?

Deism is a belief in a rational God who created the universe but does not intervene in human affairs.
Many Founding Fathers were influenced by Deism, emphasizing reason and natural law over
traditional religious dogma.

Which Founding Fathers were known to be Deists?

Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, and Thomas Paine are among the
Founding Fathers often associated with Deist beliefs.

Did the Founding Fathers promote Deism in the US
Constitution?

The US Constitution is secular and does not endorse any religion, reflecting Deist principles of
separation of church and state and religious freedom.



How did Deism shape the Founding Fathers' views on religion
and government?

Deism encouraged the Founding Fathers to advocate for religious tolerance, freedom of belief, and
the idea that government should not establish or favor any religion.

Was George Washington a Deist?

While George Washington expressed belief in a Creator and Providence, his personal religious views
are debated; some scholars suggest he held Deist tendencies but also participated in Christian
practices.

How did Thomas Jefferson's Deist beliefs manifest in his
writings?

Jefferson emphasized reason and morality derived from natural law, famously creating the Jefferson
Bible by removing supernatural elements from the New Testament.

Did Benjamin Franklin openly identify as a Deist?

Benjamin Franklin expressed Deist ideas, such as belief in a Creator and the importance of reason,
although he also valued practical religion and moral behavior.

How did Deism influence the phrase 'In God We Trust'?

The phrase 'In God We Trust' reflects a general belief in a Creator consistent with Deist thought, but
it was not adopted as a national motto until after the Founding Fathers' era.

What role did Deism play in the American Enlightenment?

Deism was a key component of the American Enlightenment, promoting reason, scientific inquiry,
and skepticism of traditional religious authority among the Founding Fathers.

Did the Founding Fathers' Deism conflict with organized
religion?

Many Founding Fathers were critical of organized religion's dogma and clergy power, favoring a
rational, personal faith consistent with Deist beliefs, which sometimes conflicted with orthodox
Christianity.

Additional Resources

1. Founding Faith: Providence, Politics, and the Birth of Religious Freedom in America

This book explores the role of religious belief, particularly deism, among the Founding Fathers. It
delves into how their understanding of a Creator influenced the framing of the Constitution and the
establishment of religious freedom. The author provides historical context and examines key figures
like Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin.



2. The Deist's Constitution: How Enlightenment Rationalism Shaped American Liberty

Focusing on the Enlightenment principles that guided many of the Founders, this book highlights
the impact of deistic thought on American political philosophy. It discusses the ways in which reason
and natural law were integrated into the founding documents, emphasizing a non-sectarian
approach to religion and governance.

3. Jefferson and the Gods of America: Deism and the Founding Era

This biography centers on Thomas Jefferson’s deist beliefs and how they influenced his political life
and writings. The book provides insight into Jefferson’s religious views, his critiques of orthodox
Christianity, and his vision for a secular republic grounded in reason.

4. Benjamin Franklin: The Religious Life of a Founding Deist

A detailed examination of Benjamin Franklin’s spiritual beliefs, this book traces his journey from
traditional Christianity to a more deistic worldview. It explores Franklin’s thoughts on God, morality,
and science, revealing how his faith informed his contributions to the American Revolution.

5. Deism and the American Revolution: Faith and Reason in the Founding Fathers’ Era

This work investigates the prevalence of deism among revolutionary leaders and how it shaped their
motivations and ideals. The author analyzes letters, speeches, and writings to demonstrate the
interplay between faith and reason during the struggle for independence.

6. The Moral Philosophy of the Founders: Deism, Virtue, and the American Experiment

The book discusses the ethical framework of the Founding Fathers, emphasizing their reliance on
deistic principles such as natural morality and human reason. It explores how these ideas influenced
the development of American political and social institutions.

7. God and the Founders: Religion and the Origins of American Political Thought

This volume offers a nuanced view of the religious beliefs among the Founders, highlighting the
spectrum from orthodox Christianity to deism. It examines how these diverse beliefs coexisted and
shaped the founding principles of the United States.

8. The Enlightened Founder: Deism and the Pursuit of Liberty in Early America

Focusing on the intellectual currents of the 18th century, this book shows how deism inspired the
Founders’ commitment to liberty and justice. It traces the influence of Enlightenment thinkers on
American political ideology and constitutional design.

9. Reason and Revelation: The Deist Foundations of the American Republic

This scholarly work delves into the philosophical underpinnings of the American Republic,
emphasizing the role of deism as a foundation for governance and civil society. It discusses how
reason and a belief in a Creator informed the principles of law, rights, and government structure.
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founding fathers deism: The Religion of the Founding Fathers David Lynn Holmes, 2003

founding fathers deism: The Faiths of the Founding Fathers David L. Holmes, 2006-05-01
It is not uncommon to hear Christians argue that America was founded as a Christian nation. But
how true is this claim? In this compact book, David L. Holmes offers a clear, concise and illuminating
look at the spiritual beliefs of our founding fathers. He begins with an informative account of the
religious culture of the late colonial era, surveying the religious groups in each colony. In particular,
he sheds light on the various forms of Deism that flourished in America, highlighting the profound
influence this intellectual movement had on the founding generation. Holmes then examines the
individual beliefs of a variety of men and women who loom large in our national history. He finds
that some, like Martha Washington, Samuel Adams, John Jay, Patrick Henry, and Thomas Jefferson's
daughters, held orthodox Christian views. But many of the most influential figures, including
Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, John and Abigail Adams, Jefferson, James and Dolley
Madison, and James Monroe, were believers of a different stripe. Respectful of Christianity, they
admired the ethics of Jesus, and believed that religion could play a beneficial role in society. But
they tended to deny the divinity of Christ, and a few seem to have been agnostic about the very
existence of God. Although the founding fathers were religious men, Holmes shows that it was a
faith quite unlike the Christianity of today's evangelicals. Holmes concludes by examining the role of
religion in the lives of the presidents since World War II and by reflecting on the evangelical
resurgence that helped fuel the reelection of George W. Bush. An intriguing look at a neglected
aspect of our history, the book will appeal to American history buffs as well as to anyone concerned
about the role of religion in American culture.

founding fathers deism: Hidden Facts of the Founding Era Bill Fortenberry, 2013-07-06
Have you ever wondered how some authors can claim that the founding fathers of America were
Christians while other authors claim that those very same founders were atheists, deists or even
theistic rationalists? In this artfully written volume, Christian apologist Bill Fortenberry examines
several of the quotes from our founding fathers that are frequently used to argue against the
Christian heritage of America. In doing so, Mr. Fortenberry opens up to us a treasury of facts about
our nation's founding that have been hidden by modern scholarship. Did you know that Benjamin
Franklin only experimented with deism as a teenager and that he soon rejected it entirely? Did you
know that at the age of twenty-nine he wrote three bold defenses of his Christian faith? Did you
know that John Adams called the French Enlightenment thinkers cowards and atheists who were
destitute of common sense? Did you know that he frequently referred to Jesus Christ as his Savior?
Did you know that George Washington recorded a prayer expressing his acceptance of the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ for his sins? Did you know that he left the Masonic Lodge as a young man, that he
denied being a member of any lodge during the founding era of our nation and that he referred to
masonry as being mere child's play? With abundant references to the original writings of the
founding era, Mr. Fortenberry provides American Christians with an invaluable defense of our
nation's Christian heritage. Topics covered in Hidden Facts of the Founding Era include: - A detailed
explanation of the importance of studying the founding fathers. - A chapter on the forgotten founder,
Charles Thomson - An expose of the founding fathers' contempt for the writings of Thomas Paine - A
study of the beliefs of Thomas Jefferson - A never before published analysis of Benjamin Franklin's
conversion to Christianity - Documented proof of George Washington's prayer at Valley Forge - The
most complete analysis of the Treaty of Tripoli ever written - A list of forty-nine correlations between
the Bible and the Constitution - And much, much more...

founding fathers deism: "In God We Trust" Norman Cousins, 1958

founding fathers deism: The ~AFounding Fathers and the Debate over Religion in
Revolutionary America Matthew Harris, Thomas Kidd, 2011-11-14 Whether America was founded as
a Christian nation or as a secular republic is one of the most fiercely debated questions in American
history. Historians Matthew Harris and Thomas Kidd offer an authoritative examination of the
essential documents needed to understand this debate. The texts included in this volume - writings



and speeches from both well-known and obscure early American thinkers - show that religion played
a prominent yet fractious role in the era of the American Revolution.

founding fathers deism: The Faiths of the Founding Fathers David Lynn Holmes, 2023
Beginning with an account of the religious culture of the late colonial era, this book surveys the
religious groups in each colony. It describes the various forms of Deism that flourished in America,
highlighting the influence this intellectual movement had on the founding generation.

founding fathers deism: Revolutionary Spirits Gary A. Kowalski, 2008 Revolutionary Spirits
brings to life the complex creeds and personalities of America's founding fathers, and confronts
many of the later myths about the religious views of some of the most notable figures in history.
These founders worshiped Nature's God, not the God of the Bible, and sought spiritual inspiration in
Creation rather than in the traditional religious creeds. They intended to found a republic of virtue,
with the understanding that civic virtue entailed respect for the diverse religious landscape that
characterized America from its very beginning. Together, they fashioned a new, democratic faith
based on reasoned investigation rather than special revelation, grounded in free inquiry and the
right of each individual to approach the Holy in his or her own manner. Offering clear and candid
portraits of Franklin, Washington, Paine, Adams, Jefferson, and Madison as both religious reformers
and political rebels, Revolutionary Spirits tells the illuminating story of these unorthodox men of
faith and thought, and reclaims their spiritual inheritance for us all. -- From publisher's description.

founding fathers deism: The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in America
Frank Lambert, 2010-07-28 How did the United States, founded as colonies with explicitly religious
aspirations, come to be the first modern state whose commitment to the separation of church and
state was reflected in its constitution? Frank Lambert explains why this happened, offering in the
process a synthesis of American history from the first British arrivals through Thomas Jefferson's
controversial presidency. Lambert recognizes that two sets of spiritual fathers defined the place of
religion in early America: what Lambert calls the Planting Fathers, who brought Old World ideas and
dreams of building a City upon a Hill, and the Founding Fathers, who determined the constitutional
arrangement of religion in the new republic. While the former proselytized the one true faith, the
latter emphasized religious freedom over religious purity. Lambert locates this shift in the
mid-eighteenth century. In the wake of evangelical revival, immigration by new dissenters, and
population expansion, there emerged a marketplace of religion characterized by sectarian
competition, pluralism, and widened choice. During the American Revolution, dissenters found
sympathetic lawmakers who favored separating church and state, and the free marketplace of
religion gained legal status as the Founders began the daunting task of uniting thirteen disparate
colonies. To avoid discord in an increasingly pluralistic and contentious society, the Founders left
the religious arena free of government intervention save for the guarantee of free exercise for all.
Religious people and groups were also free to seek political influence, ensuring that religion's place
in America would always be a contested one, but never a state-regulated one. An engaging and
highly readable account of early American history, this book shows how religious freedom came to
be recognized not merely as toleration of dissent but as a natural right to be enjoyed by all
Americans.

founding fathers deism: The New Encyclopedia of Unbelief Tom Flynn, 2007-04-30
Successor to the highly acclaimed Encyclopedia of Unbelief (1985), edited by the late Gordon Stein,
the New Encyclopedia of Unbelief is a comprehensive reference work on the history, beliefs, and
thinking of America''s fastest growing minority: those who live without religion. All-new articles by
the field"s foremost scholars describe and explain every aspect of atheism, agnosticism, secular
humanism, secularism, and religious skepticism. Topics include morality without religion, unbelief in
the historicity of Jesus, critiques of intelligent design theory, unbelief and sexual values, and
summaries of the state of unbelief around the world.In addition to covering developments since the
publication of the original edition, the New Encyclopedia of Unbelief includes a larger number of
biographical entries and much-expanded coverage of the linkages between unbelief and social
reform movements of the 19th and 20th centuries, including the labor movement, woman suffrage,



anarchism, sex radicalism, and second-wave feminism.More than 130 respected scholars and
activists worldwide served on the editorial board and over 100 authoritative contributors have
written in excess of 500 entries. The distinguished advisors and contributors--philosophers,
scientists, scholars, and Nobel Prize laureates--include Joe Barnhart, David Berman, Sir Hermann
Bondi, Vern L. Bullough, Daniel Dennett, Taner Edis, the late Paul Edwards, Antony Flew, Annie
Laurie Gaylor, Peter Hare, Van Harvey, R. Joseph Hoffmann, Susan Jacoby, Paul Kurtz, Gerd
Liudemann, Michael Martin, Kai Nielsen, Robert M. Price, Peter Singer, Victor Stenger, Ibn Warraq,
George A. Wells, David Tribe, Sherwin Wine, and many others. With a foreword by evolutionary
biologist and best-selling author Richard Dawkins, this unparalleled reference work provides
comprehensive knowledge about unbelief in its many varieties and manifestations.

founding fathers deism: The American Revolution: Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness
Zoe Lowery, 2015-07-15 An informative overview of the American Revolution, this book covers
pre-Revolution dissatisfaction, wartime struggles, and the aftermath and its special challenges. This
volume helps readers understand the roots, results, and spirit of the American Revolution, but lets
them make their own deductions about many lingering issues. Readers will also learn about some of
the American Revolution's key players--the Founding Fathers--with a special section on the nation's
first president, George Washington, and features on the likes of Abigail Adams, Mary Otis, and
Thomas Paine. This resource satisfies the Common Core requirements for history, such as evaluating
various explanations for actions or events.

founding fathers deism: Founding Fathers: Atheists? Deists? Are You Sure? Ray Strobo,
2017-08-31 Whats this book about? It's about TRUTH. According to the Internet and the media, the
Founding Fathers were deists and atheists. That is NOT TRUE. The Historical Record is clear: The
Signers of the Declaration of Independence, an exemplar of the Founding Fathers, were, for the
most part, men of religious faith. The reader is directed to hundreds of historical references, many
accessible online, which tell us the TRUTH that none of the Signers of the Declaration were publicly
professing atheists and only a handful of them were ever publicly categorized as deists in their day.
(And most of those characterizations were NOT TRUE.) The author spent years researching this
subject and gathering data about the Signers from biographies, wills, magazine articles, newspaper
articles, personal correspondence, speeches, legislation, first-hand testimonials, obituaries, eulogies,
tombstone engravings, and character studies. The overall conclusion from these sources is
inescapable: Religion played a significant role in the private and public lives of most of these
patriots. (The religion of their day in the British North American colonies was Christianity.) Meet
these Signers for yourself, all 56 of them. See them as real people, ordinary men in many cases,
called on to do extraordinary things in the face of overwhelming odds. Hear them give credit to the
interposition of God as they overcame those odds. See TRUTH through their eyes and through the
eyes of people who knew them or researched them.

founding fathers deism: The Red Herring Effect Paul James Sisler II, 2021-05-11 Systemic
discrimination, recidivism, poor education, poverty, a flawed health-care system, and a
corporate-controlled government are not new topics. Few remedies are tendered to alleviate these
afflictions. Today's political storm is the evidence. Victims of police brutality. Protestors wanting
justice. Business owners closing their doors. Teachers unable to educate. First responders lacking
resources. The evicted unemployed. Politicians serving their corporate masters. The people affected
by this political storm are seeking answers. The Red Herring Effect promotes critical thinking. It
presents step-by-step strategies to reduce or abolish the problems plaguing our nation. The design of
this book is to open the eyes of the politically divided people instead of creating propaganda
designed to divide.

founding fathers deism: The American Revolution Zoe Lowery, 2015-07-15 An informative
overview of the American Revolution, this book covers pre-Revolution dissatisfaction, wartime
struggles, and the aftermath and its special challenges. This volume helps readers understand the
roots, results, and spirit of the American Revolution, but lets them make their own deductions about
many lingering issues. Readers will also learn about some of the American Revolution's key




players--the Founding Fathers--with a special section on the nation's first president, George
Washington, and features on the likes of Abigail Adams, Mary Otis, and Thomas Paine. This resource
satisfies the Common Core requirements for history, such as evaluating various explanations for
actions or events.

founding fathers deism: Jesus in History, Legend, Scripture, and Tradition Leslie Houlden,
Antone Minard, 2015-06-23 This multifaceted work contextualizes Jesus in religion and culture by
bringing together articles on folklore, history, literature, philosophy, popular culture, and theology.
Many books have been written about Jesus, but this two-volume work takes a different approach
than most. What sets it apart is that it emphasizes Jesus' lasting impact on world history and his
legacy in the imagination over 2,000 years. Written as an introduction, the encyclopedia is equally
suitable for Christians who wish to better understand the history and philosophy of their religion and
for non-Christians who wish to grasp Christianity in its historical and social contexts. Alphabetically
arranged entries cover representations of Jesus in the bible and the writings of key theologians,
examining the essentials of philosophical and religious views across history. The set also includes
hundreds of entries that reflect on the role Jesus has played in popular culture and contemporary
vernacular religion—perspectives that are not usually placed alongside theology. Through the
encyclopedia, students will see how artists, writers, philosophers, church figures, and others have
imagined Jesus and been influenced by their perceptions of him. At the same time, primary
documents will encourage students to compare and contrast ideas and evaluate arguments that have
arisen over 20 centuries.

founding fathers deism: Joseph Smith’s Tritheism Dayton Hartman, 2014-01-24 I have
always declared God to be a distinct personage, Jesus Christ a separate and distinct personage from
God the Father, and that the Holy Ghost was a distinct personage and a Spirit: and these three
constitute three distinct personages and three Gods. --Joseph Smith Few figures in North American
religious history are quite as enigmatic as Joseph Smith. His unabashed adherence to tritheism gave
birth to one of the most influential religious movements in American history. Many attempts have
been made to engage his life and unorthodox theology. However, Joseph Smith's Tritheism is a
unique text that blends church history, thoughtful theological exegesis, and evangelical apologetics
in an attempt to engage Joseph Smith's theology anew.

founding fathers deism: George Washington's Religion Stephen ]J. Vicchio, 2019-09-17 In
this book, Professor Stephen Vicchio gives a comprehensive analysis of the religious beliefs of the
first president of the United States, George Washington. After discussing Washington's early
religious life in the Anglican and Episcopal churches, Professor Vicchio goes on to analyze
Washington's views on God, the Bible, religious toleration, ethics and virtue, prayer, and whether or
not America was established as a Christian nation, as well as his understanding of the problem of
evil and the afterlife.

founding fathers deism: Creation David Fergusson, 2014-09-21 This book explores anew the
theme of creation in Scripture, tradition, and contemporary theology. David Fergusson defends the
classical account of creation out of nothing but gives more sustained attention than the Christian
tradition typically has given to the holistic significance of the created world. Offering both doctrinal
exposition and apologetic argument, Fergusson discusses creation in relation to the problem of evil
and the fall, divine providence, deism, Darwinian evolution, environmental ethics, animal rights, and
other matters. Unusually, the book also touches on the topic of extraterrestrial intelligence. Concise
and accessible, Fergusson s Creation will be particularly useful to students and others seeking a
well-informed overview of this important subject.

founding fathers deism: Behind the Lost Symbol Tim Collins, 2010-03-02 With his
blockbuster bestselling novels The Da Vinci Code and Angels and Demons, author Dan Brown
introduced readers to a world of symbols and secret societies, men of God warring with men of
Science, and the adventures of brilliant Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon. With The Lost
Symbol, Brown has woven a complex web of intrigue, religion, technology, and great historical
figures guiding the destiny of mankind. Inside, you will find the truth behind The Lost Symbol’s



history and myths, such as: ¢ The strength and influence of the enigmatic Freemasons throughout
history * The founding fathers of the United States—and their possible connections with secret
organizations such as the Illuminati and the Templars ¢« The meaning within the symbols of the Great
Seal of the United States * The identity of the Masonic Great Architect of the Universe ¢ And so
much more! For armchair historians and devoted fans—or those who want to know where the line is
drawn between fact and fiction—this is the ultimate guide to the mysteries, symbolism, and
historical contexts of Dan Brown'’s thrilling novel. Includes 8 pages of photos and illustrations!

founding fathers deism: Wise Church Scot McKnight, Daniel J. Hanlon, 2021-03-31 Wise
Church is about rethinking church cultures so they become more of a wisdom culture. The topics
vary as widely as church life itself: letter writing as pastoral care, the work life of congregants,
evangelism, music, church economics, spiritual formation as the pursuit of wisdom, racial justice,
marriage, learning how to teach like Jesus, gospeling like the apostles, and the wise use of social
media. These studies are by pastors and scholars pondering wisdom, but more than that, they are
pondering the life we all live in a wise way. We and our churches need wisdom, not simply because
we live in an ever-changing world, but because the God we worship is himself wise. Wise church
cultures reflect the wisdom of God back into the world, a world looking for wisdom. With
contributions from: Jeff Bannman Jeremy Berg Brandon Evans Pete Goodman David Johnston Ernest
F. Ledbetter III Julie Murdock Joshua Little John M. Phelps Ivan Ramirez Bill D. Shiell

founding fathers deism: The Wilder Heart of Florida Leslie K. Poole, 2021-03-02 Fall under
the spell of Florida’s natural environment In this captivating collection, Florida’s most notable
authors, poets, and environmentalists take readers on a journey through the natural wonders of the
state. Continuing in the legacy of the beloved classic The Wild Heart of Florida, this book features
thirty-four pieces by a new slate of well-known and emerging writers. In these pages, New York
Times bestselling author Lauren Groff describes the beauty of Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park.
Environmental writer Cynthia Barnett listens to seashells on Sanibel Island. Legendary journalist
Marjory Stoneman Douglas records the sights and sounds of the Everglades in the 1920s.
Miccosukee elder Buffalo Tiger relates traditional stories of his community’s deep relationship with
the land. Presidential inaugural poet Richard Blanco muses on the shifting vista of the ocean in
“Some Days the Sea.” These writers and many others recount memories of how their lives have been
enriched by the state’s varied and brilliant landscapes. Some tell of encounters with alligators,
pythons, manatees, turtles, and otters, while others marvel at the unique character of flowing
springs and piney scrub. Together, they highlight the need to protect pristine ecosystems and
restore ones that have been damaged due to development. The Wilder Heart of Florida will inspire
readers to explore and celebrate the Florida wilderness.
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