
farewell to manzanar book review

farewell to manzanar book review offers an in-depth exploration of Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D.
Houston’s poignant memoir, which chronicles the harrowing experience of Japanese American internment during
World War II. This book review examines the narrative’s historical context, thematic elements, character
development, and literary style, highlighting why it remains a significant work in American literature. Through a
detailed analysis, the review uncovers how the memoir presents a personal yet universal story of resilience,
identity, and family struggles under oppressive circumstances. Readers will gain insights into the factual
background of Manzanar internment camp, the emotional impact on the Wakatsuki family, and the broader
implications of this chapter in U.S. history. This farewell to manzanar book review also considers the memoir’s
reception and its enduring relevance in discussions about civil rights and social justice. Below is an outline of
the main sections covered in this article.

Historical Background of Farewell to Manzanar

Summary of the Book

Themes and Literary Analysis

Character Development

Reception and Impact

Why Farewell to Manzanar Remains Relevant

Historical Background of Farewell to Manzanar

The farewell to manzanar book review begins with an overview of the historical context that shaped the
memoir. The narrative is set against the backdrop of World War II, specifically the forced relocation and
incarceration of Japanese Americans following Executive Order 9066. Manzanar was one of ten internment
camps established by the U.S. government to detain over 110,000 Japanese Americans, stripping them of their
civil liberties.

Understanding this history is crucial to appreciating the memoir’s significance. The internment was a response
fueled by wartime hysteria and racial prejudice, which had profound effects on the Japanese American community.
The book sheds light on these events through the personal lens of the Wakatsuki family, allowing readers to
grasp the human dimension behind historical facts.

The Manzanar Internment Camp

Manzanar, located in California’s Owens Valley, was one of the most well-known internment camps. It housed
thousands of Japanese Americans under harsh conditions, including inadequate housing, restricted movement, and
limited resources. The camp’s environment and the psychological toll it imposed are central to the memoir’s
narrative.

Japanese American Internment in Context

The wartime internment was a controversial government action with lasting repercussions. The farewell to
manzanar book review highlights how this chapter in U.S. history reflects broader themes of civil rights
violations and racial discrimination that continue to resonate today.



Summary of the Book

This section of the farewell to manzanar book review summarizes the memoir’s plot and structure. The story is
narrated by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, recounting her family’s experiences before, during, and after their
internment at Manzanar. The memoir begins with the attack on Pearl Harbor and progresses through the family’s
forced relocation, life inside the camp, and the challenges faced upon release.

The narrative is divided into chronological segments that detail both external events and internal family
dynamics. It provides a comprehensive look at how internment disrupted the Wakatsuki family’s sense of identity
and stability.

Life Before Internment

Before their relocation, the Wakatsuki family lived a relatively stable life in California. The memoir portrays
their assimilation struggles and cultural identity, setting the stage for the impact of internment on their lives.

Experiences Inside Manzanar

Life in the camp is described with vivid detail, illustrating harsh living conditions and the emotional strain
endured. The memoir discusses camp regulations, community tensions, and the coping strategies employed by
internees.

Post-Internment Challenges

After release, the family faces the difficulties of reintegration into society, dealing with stigma, economic
hardship, and fractured identities. This segment underscores the long-term effects of internment on Japanese
American families.

Themes and Literary Analysis

The farewell to manzanar book review delves into the memoir’s major themes and its literary craftsmanship. The
book combines historical narrative with personal memoir, creating a powerful testimony of endurance and
cultural conflict.

Theme of Identity and Assimilation

One of the central themes is the struggle for identity amid cultural displacement. Jeanne’s story reflects the
tension between Japanese heritage and American upbringing, intensified by the experience of internment. The memoir
explores how identity is challenged and reshaped by trauma.

Resilience and Survival

The memoir portrays resilience not only as physical survival but also emotional and psychological endurance.
The Wakatsuki family’s ability to maintain dignity and hope during adversity is a recurring motif.

Family and Community Dynamics

Family relationships and community ties are explored deeply, showing both support and conflict. These dynamics



reveal the social complexities within the camp and the ways in which individuals navigated their altered
circumstances.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

The authors utilize straightforward prose combined with evocative descriptions, making the memoir accessible
yet profound. The use of first-person narration adds intimacy, while historical details ground the story in
factual reality.

Character Development

This farewell to manzanar book review examines the key characters, focusing on their development throughout
the narrative. The memoir’s strength lies in its detailed portrayal of Jeanne Wakatsuki and her family members.

Jeanne Wakatsuki

Jeanne is presented as a complex protagonist whose growth is central to the memoir. Her evolving understanding
of identity, family, and justice forms the emotional core of the story.

Ko Wakatsuki (Father)

Ko’s character embodies the struggles of pride and vulnerability. His experiences highlight the impact of
internment on traditional family roles and personal dignity.

Other Family Members

The memoir also explores the roles of Jeanne’s mother and siblings, each contributing different perspectives on
the internment experience and its aftermath.

Reception and Impact

The farewell to manzanar book review addresses the critical reception and cultural impact of the memoir since
its publication. The book has been widely praised for its honest depiction of a dark chapter in American history
and its educational value.

It has been used extensively in academic settings to teach about civil liberties, racial injustice, and historical
memory. The memoir’s candid portrayal of internment has helped to foster dialogue about reconciliation and
human rights.

Critical Acclaim

Critics have lauded the book for its balanced narrative, combining personal recollection with historical
accuracy. The memoir’s emotional depth and clarity have made it a staple in American literature curricula.

Influence on Public Awareness

Farewell to Manzanar contributed to raising awareness about the internment camps and influenced efforts



toward redress and apology from the U.S. government. Its impact extends beyond literature into social and
political spheres.

Why Farewell to Manzanar Remains Relevant

This farewell to manzanar book review concludes by examining the memoir’s continued relevance in contemporary
discussions on civil rights and racial discrimination. The themes of identity, resilience, and injustice resonate
strongly in today’s social climate.

The book serves as a reminder of the consequences of prejudice and the importance of protecting civil liberties
for all citizens. Its educational significance makes it essential reading for understanding America’s
multicultural history.

Educational Importance

Schools and institutions continue to include Farewell to Manzanar in their curricula to educate new
generations about the internment and its lessons.

Lessons for Social Justice

The memoir encourages critical reflection on government policies, racial profiling, and the safeguarding of
human rights, making it a relevant resource for advocates and scholars alike.

Provides a detailed historical account of Japanese American internment

Offers a personal and emotional narrative through Jeanne Wakatsuki's perspective

Explores themes of identity, resilience, family, and injustice

Features compelling character development and literary style

Maintains significant cultural and educational impact

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Farewell to Manzanar'?

'Farewell to Manzanar' primarily explores themes of identity, resilience, and the impact of internment on Japanese
American families during World War II.

Who are the authors of 'Farewell to Manzanar'?

The book was co-authored by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and her husband, James D. Houston.

How does 'Farewell to Manzanar' depict life in the internment camps?

The book provides a personal and detailed account of daily life, struggles, and the emotional toll experienced
by Japanese Americans confined in the Manzanar internment camp.



Why is 'Farewell to Manzanar' considered an important book in American
history?

It offers a firsthand perspective on the injustices faced by Japanese Americans during WWII, contributing to a
broader understanding and acknowledgment of this dark chapter in U.S. history.

What age group is 'Farewell to Manzanar' suitable for?

'Farewell to Manzanar' is often recommended for young adults and older readers due to its mature themes and
historical content.

How has 'Farewell to Manzanar' been received by critics?

The book has been widely praised for its honest narrative, emotional depth, and educational value in
highlighting the Japanese American internment experience.

What impact did the internment have on Jeanne Wakatsuki’s family as
described in the book?

The internment caused significant hardship, family tension, loss of identity, and long-lasting emotional scars,
all of which are candidly explored in the memoir.

Are there any notable adaptations of 'Farewell to Manzanar'?

Yes, the book was adapted into a television film in 1976, which helped bring wider attention to the story and
its themes.

How does 'Farewell to Manzanar' contribute to conversations about civil
rights?

By documenting the injustices of Japanese American internment, the book encourages reflection on government
overreach, racial prejudice, and the importance of protecting civil liberties.

Additional Resources
1. When the Emperor Was Divine
This novel by Julie Otsuka tells the story of a Japanese American family’s forced relocation to an internment
camp during World War II. Through sparse yet poignant prose, the book captures the emotional and
psychological impact of displacement and identity loss. It complements *Farewell to Manzanar* by providing a
fictional but deeply human perspective on the same historical events.

2. Snow Falling on Cedars
Written by David Guterson, this novel blends a courtroom drama with a love story set against the backdrop
of Japanese American internment during World War II. It explores themes of racial prejudice, memory, and justice,
offering a nuanced look into the lingering effects of wartime hysteria. The book provides historical context
that enhances the understanding of *Farewell to Manzanar*.

3. Manzanar: An American Story
By Jennifer Ann Baird, this non-fiction book provides a detailed history of the Manzanar internment camp, where
Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and her family were imprisoned. It includes personal narratives, photographs, and
historical documents that deepen readers’ knowledge of the camp’s conditions and significance. It is an excellent
companion to *Farewell to Manzanar* for those seeking factual background.

4. Desert Exile: The Uprooting of a Japanese American Family



This memoir by Yoshiko Uchida recounts her family’s internment experience during World War II. Uchida’s
personal reflections provide insight into the emotional struggles and resilience of Japanese American families.
The book shares thematic similarities with *Farewell to Manzanar*, offering another firsthand account of
internment.

5. Conscience and the Constitution: The Japanese American Internment Cases
Written by Tetsuden Kashima, this book examines the legal battles surrounding the internment of Japanese
Americans, focusing on the constitutional issues involved. It offers a critical look at the government’s
justification and the subsequent challenges to internment policies. This book provides a legal and political
framework that enriches the understanding of the events described in *Farewell to Manzanar*.

6. In Defense of Justice: Joseph Kurihara and the Japanese American Struggle for Equality
This biography by Tetsuden Kashima tells the story of Joseph Kurihara, a Japanese American leader who resisted
internment injustices. It highlights acts of resistance and the fight for civil rights within the internment camps.
The book adds depth to the narrative found in *Farewell to Manzanar* by focusing on activism during this dark
period.

7. American Knees: A Novel
By Shawn Wong, this novel explores the Asian American experience across generations, touching on themes of
identity, family, and cultural heritage. While not focused solely on internment, it provides a broader context
for understanding the long-term effects of displacement and assimilation. Readers of *Farewell to Manzanar*
may appreciate its exploration of similar themes through fiction.

8. Years of Infamy: The Untold Story of America’s Concentration Camps
Michi Nishiura Weglyn’s groundbreaking work uncovers the hidden history of Japanese American internment camps.
The book reveals the harsh realities and government deception surrounding the camps, challenging sanitized
historical narratives. It serves as a powerful supplement to *Farewell to Manzanar* by providing a critical
perspective on the internment experience.

9. Behind Barbed Wire: An American Prisoner’s Story
This memoir by Toshio Mori offers a personal account of life inside the internment camps, capturing both the
hardships and moments of hope. Mori’s storytelling enriches the emotional landscape of internment literature,
similar to Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston’s narrative in *Farewell to Manzanar*. The book is valuable for readers
seeking additional firsthand experiences from the camps.
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  farewell to manzanar book review: CliffsNotes on Houston's Farewell to Manzanar Mei Li
Robinson, 2007-08-20 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer a look into key elements and ideas
within classic works of literature. CliffsNotes on Farewell to Manzanar explores the autobiographical
childhood memories of the author’s wartime incarceration in a Japanese-American internment camp.
Following the first-person story of American-born Jeanne Wakatsuki, who was 7 years old when her
family was forced into confinement with 10,000 other Asian-Americans after the bombing of Pearl
Harbor, this study guide provides summaries and critical commentaries for each chapter within a
narrative that spans three decades. Other features that help you figure out this important work
include Author background, including coverage of Jeanne’s healing return to Manzanar Introduction
to the novel, with historical perspective Critical essays on style, settings, and themes Character
analyses of Jeanne Wakatsuki and her parents Review section that features suggested essay topics
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Classic literature or modern-day treasure — you'll understand it all with expert information and
insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
  farewell to manzanar book review: A Study Guide for Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston's
"Farewell to Manzanar" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Jeanne Wakatsuki
Houston's Farewell to Manzanar, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Literary Themes for Students:
Race and Prejudice. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Literary Themes for Students: Race and Prejudice for all of your
research needs.
  farewell to manzanar book review: FAREWELL TO MANZANAR NARAYAN CHANGDER,
2024-05-25 Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me
at cbsenet4u@gmail.com. You can also get full PDF books in quiz format on our youtube channel
https://www.youtube.com/@smartquiziz. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book
has been designed for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many
objective questions specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of
each page. It will undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an
engaging quiz eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of
most students while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use
this invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.
  farewell to manzanar book review: Something about the Author Kevin S. Hile, 1994 Series
covers individuals ranging from established award winners to authors and illustrators who are just
beginning their careers. Entries cover: personal life, career, writings and works in progress,
adaptations, additional sources, and photographs.
  farewell to manzanar book review: Asian American Literature Elaine Kim, 1982 An
introduction to the literary works of Chinese-Americans, Japanese-Americans, Filipino-Americans,
and Korean-Americans, this book focuses on the self-images and social contexts of the
nineteenth-century immigrants, their descendants, and the Americanized writers of today.Although
the book examines the novels, autobiographies, poems, and plays themselves, the social history of
Asians in American is a significant backdrop-as Maxine Hong Kingston herself argues it should be.
These racially distinctive Americans have confronted in their lives and writings American
stereotypes of the Oriental, racial discrimination, and the cultural gulf between East and West.After
a chapter on Fu Manchu, Charlie Chan, and other Anglo-American caricatures of Asians, the author
turns to a discussion of the first immigrant writers, many of whom were educated aristocrats playing
the role of cultural ambassadors, and then to the less privileged, more socially critical generations of
writers who followed.From works like Flower Drum Song, Eat a Bowl of Tea, The Woman Warrior,
China Men, and a host of lesser-known writings, the author shows how portrayals of Chinatown, the
Japanese-American family, and the roles of all the Asian-American women and men have changed.
Drawing on her personal interviews with Asian-American writers, Kim also conveys their attitudes
towards their own group, other Asian-Americans, other racial minorities, and white Americans-a
complex mix of bitterness, acceptance, and militance. Author note: Elaine H. Kim is Associate
Professor of Ethnic Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. She directs the Korean
Community Center of Oakland and Asian Women United (California).
  farewell to manzanar book review: Book Review Digest , 1989 Excerpts from and citations to
reviews of more than 8,000 books each year, drawn from coverage of 109 publications. Book Review



Digest provides citations to and excerpts of reviews of current juvenile and adult fiction and
nonfiction in the English language. Reviews of the following types of books are excluded:
government publications, textbooks, and technical books in the sciences and law. Reviews of books
on science for the general reader, however, are included. The reviews originate in a group of
selected periodicals in the humanities, social sciences, and general science published in the United
States, Canada, and Great Britain. - Publisher.
  farewell to manzanar book review: Farewell to Manzanar Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, 1998 A
true story of Japanese American experience during and after the World War II internment.
  farewell to manzanar book review: A Companion to Asian American Studies Kent A. Ono,
2008-04-15 A Companion to Asian American Studies is comprised of 20 previously published essays
that have played an important historical role in the conceptualization of Asian American studies as a
field. Essays are drawn from international publications, from the 1970s to the present Includes
coverage of psychology, history, literature, feminism, sexuality, identity politics, cyberspace, pop
culture, queerness, hybridity, and diasporic consciousness Features a useful introduction by the
editor reviewing the selections, and outlining future possibilities for the field Can be used alongside
Asian American Studies After Critical Mass, edited by Kent A. Ono, for a complete reference to Asian
American Studies.
  farewell to manzanar book review: Princeton Review AP English Language & Composition
Premium Prep, 19th Edition The Princeton Review, 2024-08-06 Make sure you’re studying with the
most up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP
English Language & Composition Premium Prep, 20th Edition (ISBN: 9780593518434, on-sale
August 2025) Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by
the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials
included with the original product.
  farewell to manzanar book review: Princeton Review AP English Language &
Composition Premium Prep, 2023 The Princeton Review, 2022-08-16 Make sure you’re studying
with the most up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton
Review AP English Language & Composition Premium Prep, 18th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517079,
on-sale August 2023). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not
guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or
materials included with the original product.
  farewell to manzanar book review: Princeton Review AP English Language & Composition
Premium Prep, 2021 The Princeton Review, 2020-09-22 Make sure you’re studying with the most
up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP English
Language & Composition Premium Prep, 2022 (ISBN: 9780525570615, on-sale August 2021).
Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher
for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the
original product.
  farewell to manzanar book review: Princeton Review AP English Language &
Composition Premium Prep, 18th Edition The Princeton Review, 2023-09-26 Make sure you’re
studying with the most up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The
Princeton Review AP English Language & Composition Premium Prep, 19th Edition (ISBN:
9780593517611, on-sale August 2024). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party
sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to
online tests or materials included with the original product.
  farewell to manzanar book review: Princeton Review AP English Language & Composition
Prep, 2021 The Princeton Review, 2020-09-22 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date
prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP English Language
& Composition Prep, 2022 (ISBN: 9780525570622, on-sale August 2021). Publisher's Note: Products
purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity,
and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.



  farewell to manzanar book review: Princeton Review AP English Language & Composition
Prep, 2023 The Princeton Review, 2022-09-27 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date
prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP English Language
& Composition Prep, 18th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517093, on-sale August 2023). Publisher's Note:
Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or
authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original
product.
  farewell to manzanar book review: Reading the West Michael Kowalewski, 1996-02-23 The
American West of myth and legend has always exerted a strong hold on the popular imagination, and
the essays in Reading the West examine some of the basis of that fascination. Reading the West, first
published in 1996, is a collection of critical essays by writers, independent scholars and critics on
the literature of the American West in the last two centuries. It showcases new ways of reading and
understanding western writing. Arguing for the importance of 'place' in literature, these essays
explore what makes representative literary works 'western'. They also explore the multicultural and
ecological dimensions of western writing. This volume helps enrich our understanding of a
distinguished body of literary work which has sometimes been unjustly ignored. It deals not only
with literature but with the changing conception of the West in the American imagination.
  farewell to manzanar book review: Asian American Literature Lawrence J. Trudeau, 1999
Contains alphabetically arranged entries that profile forty-five Asian American writers; each entry
includes an introduction to the author's life and work, a list of principal works, excerpts from
reviews and criticisms, and a bibliographic citation.
  farewell to manzanar book review: Contemporary Authors , 2003-11 These exciting and
unique author profiles are essential to your holdings because sketches are entirely revised and
up-to-date, and completely replace the original Contemporary Authors entries. A softcover
cumulative index is published twice per year (included in subscription).
  farewell to manzanar book review: Princeton Review AP English Language & Composition
Prep, 18th Edition The Princeton Review, 2023-09-26 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO SCORE A
PERFECT 5! Ace the AP English Language & Composition Exam with this comprehensive study
guide—including 5 full-length practice tests with complete explanations, thorough content reviews,
targeted strategies for every section of the exam, and access to online extras. Techniques That
Actually Work • Tried-and-true strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing
yourself and guessing logically • Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything
You Need for a High Score • Up-to-date information on the AP English Language & Composition
Exam • Comprehensive review of the synthesis, rhetorical analysis, and argumentative essays •
Engaging coverage of word use and rhetorical modes • Access to study plans, a list of key terms,
helpful pre-college information, and more via your online Student Tools Practice You Way to
Excellence • 5 full-length practice tests (4 in the book, 1 online) with detailed answer explanations •
Pacing drills to help you maximize points on the Reading and Writing passages • Detailed guides for
the new analytical scoring rubrics
  farewell to manzanar book review: Cracking the AP English Language & Composition
Exam, 2020 Edition The Princeton Review, 2020-01-28 Make sure you’re studying with the most
up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, Princeton Review AP English
Language & Composition Prep, 2021 (ISBN: 9780525569527, on-sale August 2020). Publisher's
Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or
authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original
product.
  farewell to manzanar book review: The Columbia Guide to Asian American Literature
Since 1945 Guiyou Huang, 2006-08-08 The Columbia Guide to Asian American Literature Since
1945
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