fiction writing

fiction writing is a creative and intricate art form that involves crafting
stories from imagination rather than factual recounting. It encompasses
various genres, styles, and narrative techniques designed to engage readers
emotionally and intellectually. Effective fiction writing requires a blend of
originality, character development, plot structuring, and mastery of
language. This article explores the essential aspects of fiction writing,
including the fundamentals of storytelling, character creation, plot
development, and tips for improving writing skills. Additionally, it
discusses common challenges writers face and strategies to overcome them,
making it a valuable resource for both novice and experienced authors.
Understanding these elements will help writers produce compelling and
memorable fictional works that resonate with audiences. The following
sections provide a comprehensive overview of fiction writing and practical
guidance for success in this craft.

e Understanding Fiction Writing

e Key Elements of Fiction Writing

e Techniques and Styles in Fiction Writing

e Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

e Tips for Improving Fiction Writing Skills

Understanding Fiction Writing

Fiction writing is the process of creating stories that originate from the
writer’s imagination. Unlike non-fiction, which deals with factual
information, fiction allows for creative freedom to explore themes,
characters, and settings beyond reality. This type of writing serves various
purposes, including entertainment, education, and social commentary. Fiction
can take many forms, such as short stories, novels, novellas, and flash
fiction, each with its unique scope and structure. The primary goal of
fiction writing is to craft narratives that captivate readers, evoke
emotions, and provoke thought through compelling storytelling.

Defining Fiction Writing

Fiction writing is narrative prose that is invented rather than based
strictly on real events. It often involves the creation of imaginary
characters, plots, and settings that reflect human experiences in imaginative



ways. Writers of fiction use literary devices such as symbolism, metaphor,
and allegory to add depth and meaning to their stories. The genre includes a
wide range of styles, from realistic fiction to speculative genres like
science fiction and fantasy.

The Role of Imagination and Creativity

Imagination is the cornerstone of fiction writing. It allows writers to
construct entire worlds, develop intricate characters, and devise engaging
plots that do not necessarily exist in the real world. Creativity in fiction
writing involves not only inventing new ideas but also presenting familiar
themes in novel ways. This creative process is essential for producing
original and captivating stories that stand out in a crowded literary market.

Key Elements of Fiction Writing

Successful fiction writing relies on several fundamental elements that work
together to create a cohesive and engaging story. These elements include
plot, character, setting, theme, and point of view. Understanding and
effectively implementing these components are crucial for producing high-
quality fiction.

Plot and Structure

The plot is the sequence of events that make up the story, typically
organized around a central conflict and climax. A well-structured plot
includes an introduction, rising action, climax, falling action, and
resolution. This structure helps maintain reader interest and provides a
satisfying narrative arc. Effective plot development involves careful
planning and pacing to ensure that events unfold logically and compellingly.

Character Development

Characters are the heart of fiction writing. They drive the plot and provide
readers with emotional connections. Strong character development involves
creating multidimensional personalities with distinct motivations, desires,
and flaws. Protagonists and antagonists should be well-rounded and believable
to enhance the story’s realism and impact.

Setting and World-Building

The setting establishes the time and place where the story occurs. Detailed
and vivid settings immerse readers in the narrative and can influence the
plot and characters’ behavior. In speculative fiction, world-building is a



critical aspect that involves constructing fictional universes with their own
rules, cultures, and histories to support the story’s premises.

Theme and Message

The theme represents the underlying message or central idea explored through
the narrative. Themes can address universal human experiences such as love,
power, identity, or morality. Incorporating a clear theme adds depth to
fiction writing, encouraging readers to reflect on broader issues beyond the
story itself.

Point of View and Narrative Voice

The point of view (POV) determines the perspective from which the story is
told. Common POVs include first person, third person limited, and third
person omniscient. Narrative voice influences tone and reader engagement.
Choosing the appropriate POV and maintaining a consistent narrative voice are
vital for clarity and emotional resonance.

Techniques and Styles in Fiction Writing

Various techniques and stylistic choices distinguish different types of
fiction writing. Writers employ these methods to enhance storytelling,
develop characters, and create immersive worlds. Mastery of these techniques
allows authors to adapt their style to suit the story’s needs and target
audience.

Show, Don’t Tell

This technique encourages writers to demonstrate emotions and actions through
descriptive details and dialogue rather than straightforward exposition.
Showing helps readers experience the story firsthand, making it more vivid
and engaging. For example, instead of stating “She was angry,” a writer might
describe clenched fists and a furrowed brow.

Dialogue and Voice

Dialogue is a critical tool for character development and advancing the plot.
Realistic and distinct dialogue voices for different characters enhance
authenticity and help differentiate personalities. Effective dialogue
balances natural speech with narrative purpose, avoiding unnecessary filler.



Foreshadowing and Suspense

Foreshadowing involves hinting at future events to build anticipation and
tension. Suspense keeps readers invested by creating uncertainty about
outcomes. Skilled use of these techniques sustains reader interest and drives
the narrative forward.

Genre-Specific Styles

Different genres have unique stylistic conventions. For example, mystery
fiction often emphasizes clues and red herrings, while fantasy prioritizes
imaginative world-building. Writers should familiarize themselves with genre
expectations to meet reader preferences and market standards.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Fiction writing presents several challenges that can hinder the creative
process and quality of the work. Identifying these obstacles and applying
effective strategies to address them is essential for successful writing.

Writer’s Block

Writer’s block is a common difficulty where a writer struggles to generate
new ideas or continue the narrative. Techniques to overcome writer’s block
include free writing, changing the environment, setting small writing goals,
and taking breaks to refresh creativity.

Maintaining Consistency

Consistency in character behavior, plot details, and narrative tone is
critical for credibility. Writers may use outlines, character sheets, and
timelines to track story elements and prevent contradictions.

Balancing Description and Pacing

Excessive description can slow the narrative, while too little can leave
readers confused. Achieving a balance requires careful editing to ensure
descriptions enhance the story without overwhelming it, maintaining an
engaging pace throughout.



Tips for Improving Fiction Writing Skills

Continuous improvement is vital for fiction writers aiming to refine their
craft and produce compelling stories. Various strategies and practices can
enhance writing abilities over time.

1. Read Widely: Exposure to diverse authors and genres broadens
understanding of different writing styles and techniques.

2. Write Regularly: Consistent writing practice develops fluency and helps
overcome creative barriers.

3. Seek Feedback: Constructive criticism from peers, editors, or writing
groups provides valuable insights for improvement.

4. Revise Thoroughly: Editing multiple drafts refines language, structure,
and coherence.

5. Study Writing Craft: Learning about narrative theory, character arcs,
and genre conventions deepens writing expertise.

6. Experiment with Styles: Trying different genres and techniques fosters
creativity and versatility.

7. Set Clear Goals: Defining objectives for each writing session enhances
focus and productivity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key elements of compelling fiction
writing?

Compelling fiction writing typically includes well-developed characters, a
strong plot with conflict and resolution, vivid settings, and engaging
dialogue. These elements work together to immerse readers in the story and
evoke emotional responses.

How can writers develop unique and believable
characters in fiction?

Writers can develop unique and believable characters by giving them distinct
personalities, backgrounds, motivations, and flaws. Using character profiles,
exploring their desires and fears, and showing how they change over time can
make characters feel authentic.



What techniques help maintain a strong narrative
voice in fiction?

To maintain a strong narrative voice, writers should be consistent in tone,
style, and perspective throughout the story. Using distinctive language, word
choice, and pacing that reflect the narrator or point of view character helps
establish a unique voice that engages readers.

How important is world-building in fiction writing
and how can it be done effectively?

World-building is crucial, especially in genres like fantasy and science
fiction, as it creates a believable and immersive setting. Effective world-
building involves detailed descriptions, consistent rules for the world’s
functioning, and integrating the setting naturally into the plot without
overwhelming the reader.

What are some common pitfalls to avoid in fiction
writing?

Common pitfalls include relying on clichés, creating flat or stereotypical
characters, inconsistent pacing, info-dumping background details, and
neglecting to revise and edit thoroughly. Avoiding these helps maintain
originality and keeps readers engaged.

Additional Resources

1. On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King

This book is part memoir, part master class by one of the bestselling authors
of all time. Stephen King shares his personal journey as a writer, offering
practical advice on the craft of writing, from character development to
narrative style. It's an inspiring read for both new and experienced writers
looking to improve their storytelling skills.

2. Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life by Anne Lamott

Anne Lamott provides a candid and humorous guide to the writing process,
addressing the challenges and joys of writing fiction. The book emphasizes
the importance of taking writing one step at a time, encouraging writers to
tackle their work "bird by bird." Lamott also discusses writer's block,
perfectionism, and the necessity of perseverance.

3. The Elements of Style by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White

This classic guide is a concise reference for writers who want to improve
their prose style and clarity. It covers fundamental principles of English
usage, composition, and grammar, making it an essential tool for fiction
writers aiming for precision and elegance in their writing. The book'’s
straightforward advice helps writers craft clean, compelling sentences.



4. Writing Fiction: A Guide to Narrative Craft by Janet Burroway

A comprehensive textbook widely used in creative writing courses, this book
explores the key elements of fiction writing including plot, character, point
of view, and setting. Janet Burroway provides detailed examples from classic
and contemporary literature to illustrate effective narrative techniques. The
text also includes exercises to help writers practice their craft.

5. Steering the Craft: A Twenty-First-Century Guide to Sailing the Sea of
Story by Ursula K. Le Guin

In this guide, acclaimed author Ursula K. Le Guin offers insights into the
art of storytelling with a focus on language, sound, and sentence structure.
The book is filled with exercises designed to hone a writer’s skills and
deepen their understanding of narrative craft. Le Guin’s thoughtful approach
encourages writers to develop their unique voice.

6. The War of Art: Break Through the Blocks and Win Your Inner Creative
Battles by Steven Pressfield

Though not exclusively about fiction writing, this motivational book
addresses the resistance writers face when trying to create. Steven
Pressfield discusses the psychological challenges of the creative process and
provides strategies to overcome procrastination and self-doubt. It's an
essential read for writers seeking inspiration and discipline.

7. Plot & Structure: Techniques and Exercises for Crafting a Plot That Grips
Readers from Start to Finish by James Scott Bell

This practical guide focuses on the mechanics of plotting and structuring
fiction. James Scott Bell breaks down story architecture, offering clear
techniques and exercises to help writers build compelling and coherent
narratives. The book is especially useful for writers struggling with pacing
and story development.

8. Save the Cat! Writes a Novel: The Last Book 0On Novel Writing You'll Ever
Need by Jessica Brody

Based on the popular screenwriting method, this book adapts the "Save the
Cat" beat sheet for novelists. Jessica Brody explains how to structure a
novel to maintain reader engagement through well-timed plot points and
character arcs. It’s a hands-on guide with templates and examples tailored
for fiction writers.

9. Wonderbook: The Illustrated Guide to Creating Imaginative Fiction by Jeff
VanderMeer

This visually rich guide is ideal for writers interested in speculative and
imaginative fiction. Jeff VanderMeer combines practical advice with creative
exercises, diagrams, and inspiring artwork to explore world-building,
narrative techniques, and originality. Wonderbook encourages writers to think
outside the box and expand their creative horizons.
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fiction writing: Writing Fiction Garry Disher, 2001-09-01 Useful for writers at any level or
age, this guide explains the basic steps to effective fiction writing. From an award-winning author,
sound, practical advice is included on the most significant elements of fiction, such as plot, character
development, and voice, and strategies are provided for the effective use of tense and the dialogue.
All forms of fiction are explored, including novels, novellas, short stories, and crime fiction. In
addition, the writing concepts introduced are illustrated with examples from a wide variety of known
writers, presenting a candid picture of the pleasure and pitfalls from a wide range of fiction-writing
experiences.

fiction writing: Writing Fiction Janet Burroway, 1982

fiction writing: Creative Writing Colin Bulman, 2007 All writers are familiar with terms like
plot, suspense, conflict and character. They may be less familiar with intertextuality, anachrony, and
fabula, and they may be even less confident in achieving the effects these terms refer to. This book
defines fictional techniques and guides the potential writer in their use. It may spark off ideas for
stories and novels and provide first-aid for failing stories. A story's ending may come as a surprise to
the reader, suspense may have the reader on the edge of the seat, and conflict may lead to
unbearable excitement. It is the job of the writer to create these effects and this book illustrates how
it is done. The book is for students doing creative writing in higher education, at A level, and it will
be essential reading for anyone interested in writing fiction. Contents: Definitions of over 200 terms
and techniques to do with fiction writing How to achieve fictional effects Literary examples of the
techniques described Characteristics of genre as well as literary fiction Basic but essential
techniques such as writing dialogue and using figures of speech Definitions of major terms used in
publishing

fiction writing: Writing Fiction For Dummies Randy Ingermanson, Peter Economy, 2009-11-05
A complete guide to writing and selling your novel So you want to write a novel? Great! That’s a
worthy goal, no matter what your reason. But don’t settle for just writing a novel. Aim high. Write a
novel that you intend to sell to a publisher. Writing Fiction for Dummies is a complete guide
designed to coach you every step along the path from beginning writer to royalty-earning author.
Here are some things you’ll learn in Writing Fiction for Dummies: Strategic Planning: Pinpoint
where you are on the roadmap to publication; discover what every reader desperately wants from a
story; home in on a marketable category; choose from among the four most common creative styles;
and learn the self-management methods of professional writers. Writing Powerful Fiction: Construct
a story world that rings true; create believable, unpredictable characters; build a strong plot with all
six layers of complexity of a modern novel; and infuse it all with a strong theme. Self-Editing Your
Novel: Psychoanalyze your characters to bring them fully to life; edit your story structure from the
top down; fix broken scenes; and polish your action and dialogue. Finding An Agent and Getting
Published: Write a query letter, a synopsis, and a proposal; pitch your work to agents and editors
without fear. Writing Fiction For Dummies takes you from being a writer to being an author. It can
happen—if you have the talent and persistence to do what you need to do.

fiction writing: Elements of Fiction Writing - Characters & Viewpoint Orson Scott Card,
2010-12-22 Vivid and memorable characters aren't born: they have to be made. This book is a set of
tools: literary crowbars, chisels, mallets, pliers and tongs. Use them to pry, chip, yank and sift good
characters out of the place where they live in your memory, your imagination and your soul.
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Award-winning author Orson Scott Card explains in depth the techniques of inventing, developing
and presenting characters, plus handling viewpoint in novels and short stories. With specific
examples, he spells out your narrative options-the choices you'll make in creating fictional people so
real that readers will feel they know them like members of their own families. You'll learn how to:
draw the characters from a variety of sources, including a story's basic idea, real life-even a
character's social circumstances * make characters show who they are by the things they do and
say, and by their individual style * develop characters readers will love-or love to hate ¢ distinguish
among major characters, minor characters and walk-ons, and develop each one appropriately °
choose the most effective viewpoint to reveal the characters and move the storytelling * decide how
deeply you should explore your characters' thoughts, emotions and attitudes

fiction writing: Writing 21st Century Fiction Donald Maass, 2012-09-18 Capture the minds,
hearts, and imaginations of 21st century readers! Whether you're a commercial storyteller or a
literary novelist, whether your goal is to write a best-selling novel or captivate readers with a
satisfying, beautifully written story, the key to success is the same: high-impact fiction. Writing 21st
Century Fiction will help you write a novel for today's readers and market, filled with rich
characters, compelling plots, and resonant themes. Author and literary agent Donald Maass shows
you how to: ¢ Create fiction that transcends genre, conjures characters who look and feel more real
than real people, and shows readers the work around them in new ways. * Infuse every page with an
electric current of emotional appeal and micro-tension. * Harness the power of parallels, symbols,
metaphors, and more to illuminate your novel in a lasting way. ¢ Develop a personalized method of
writing that works for you. With an arsenal of thought-provoking prompts and questions, plus plenty
of examples from best-selling titles, Writing 21st Century Fiction will strip away your preconceived
notions about writing in today's world and give you the essential tools you need to create fiction that
will leave both readers and critics in awe.

fiction writing: How to Write Fiction (And Think About It) Robert Graham, 2006-10-29 If you
are a writer of fiction, this practical handbook will teach you how to acquire your own writer's
tool-box. Here you will learn all about developing your craft. The wide-ranging exploration of
fiction-writing skills contains many unique features, such as the focus on reflective learning and
tuition on advanced skills including foreshadowing, transitions and producing short story cycles.
Throughout, the approach is centred on 3 kinds of activity: - Examining the theory of particular
fiction writing skills. - Analysing the practice of these skills in examples of published work. -
Practising the use of skills in fiction-writing exercises. What makes this guide so distinctive, though,
is the way it consistently asks you to reflect on your work, and stresses the importance of being able
to articulate the processes of writing. Packed with wisdom about the art of fiction and filled with
writing exercises, How to Write Fiction (and Think about It) examines the work of today's finest
authors to teach you everything you need to know about writing short stories or longer fiction.
Whether you are a student, a would-be professional author, or a general reader who simply likes to
write for pleasure, this guide will equip you with a portfolio of key fiction-writing skills.

fiction writing: Guide to Fiction Writing Phyllis A. Whitney, 1988 Part I covers methods and
processes for planning and plotting a novel. Part II covers the techniques the fiction writer must
master.

fiction writing: A Field Guide to Writing Fiction Alfred Bertram Guthrie (Jr.), 1991 Vetern
fiction writer A.B. Guthrie, Jr. offers pratical advice for the would-be fiction writer.

fiction writing: Personal Fiction Writing Meredith Sue Willis, 1984 Willis treats the writing of
fiction as a natural process that anyone can do with pleasure. The book includes over 400 helpful
writing assignments for all age levels. In addition, teachers will appreciate the appendixes on
writing ideas according to age level, other books on writing, and magazines that publish student
writing.

fiction writing: Fiction Writing Technique Robert Saunders Dowst, 2015-05-30 Many books
have been written on fiction technique, and the chief excuse for the present addition to the number
is the complexity of the subject. Its range is so wide, it calls for so many and so different capacities




in one attempting to discuss it, that a new work has more than a chance to meet at least two or three
deficiencies in all other treatments. I believe that the chief deficiency in most works on fiction
technique is that the author unconsciously has slipped from the viewpoint of a writer of a story to
that of a reader. Now a reader without intention to try his own hand at the game is not playing fair
in studying technique, and a book on technique has no business to entertain him. Accordingly, I have
striven to keep to the viewpoint of one who seeks to learn how to write stories, and have made no
attempt to analyze the work of masters of fiction for the sake of the analysis alone... Get Your Copy
Today!

fiction writing: The Art of Fiction John Gardner, 2010-08-18 This classic guide, from the
renowned novelist and professor, has helped transform generations of aspiring writers into
masterful writers—and will continue to do so for many years to come. John Gardner was almost as
famous as a teacher of creative writing as he was for his own works. In this practical, instructive
handbook, based on the courses and seminars that he gave, he explains, simply and cogently, the
principles and techniques of good writing. Gardner’s lessons, exemplified with detailed excerpts
from classic works of literature, sweep across a complete range of topics—from the nature of
aesthetics to the shape of a refined sentence. Written with passion, precision, and a deep respect for
the art of writing, Gardner’s book serves by turns as a critic, mentor, and friend. Anyone who has
ever thought of taking the step from reader to writer should begin here.

fiction writing: How To Write Fiction HowExpert, 2011-02-18 If you want to learn how to
write fiction quickly and easily, then check out this How To Write Fiction guide. In this step-by-step
guide, learn the essentials in writing fiction books. - Learn the important tips on planning to write
fiction. - Determine the writing tools or medium to use. - Learn how to intensify your ideas. - Learn
how to set objectives for the target audience and readership. - Learn how to develop a plot line. -
Learn how to conduct research. - Learn how to organize your topic - Learn how to publish your
fiction novel - Learn how to market your hard copies and e-book. - And much more. HowExpert
publishes quick 'how to' guides on all topics from A to Z by everyday experts.

fiction writing: Writing Fiction Blaine Hart, 2017-03-23 Make Your Fiction Stories an Instant
Hit Writing fiction is a fun and easy way to put your creativity skills to the test. Many people love to
read fiction and by writing it, you can boost your creativity muscles, entertain readers by telling a
story and if your story is good enough, you may even be able to get published and makes lots of
money. However, like any craft, fiction writing requires a great deal of practice and precision to
create a story that will captivate your audience and hold their attention. There are many elements to
writing fiction that many writers don't even know about. In this book, you will discover everything
you need to do in order to write a successful, exciting, and well-structured fiction story. You'll
discover the things that you can do before you actually start writing, how to get into the creative
flow state, how to structure and design your book and things you can do once you've reached the
end of the story. Plot, characters, dialogue, techniques, and strategy are just a few of the things you
will learn how to master. You'll also learn the importance of defining your audience, picking your
genre, inserting your theme and everything else that your readers will demand. Finally, you will
discover how to write a killer ending to keep your readers coming back for more! If you're going for
the gold in fiction writing, don't attempt to write your story until you've learned all the best elements
that should be in a book. Writing a story can be hard, so the best way to succeed is to set yourself up
for success in order to make sure you are working smarter and doing things right the first time!
Here Is A Preview Of What You'll Discover... How to Prepare Yourself for Writing Fiction How To Get
Into The Creative Flow State Top Story Mechanics That You Should Include in Your Book How To
Create Your Story Goal and Story Questions How To Properly Create A Story Outline World Class
Tips & Strategies for Writing Fiction Exciting Story Ideas How To Write The Perfect Ending How to
Fully Develop Your Characters Much, much more! What are you waiting for? If you are still reading
this you are obviously motivated to get all the benefits this book has to offer. Stop thinking and take
ACTION. Get Your Copy Right Now!

fiction writing: How to Write a Damn Good Novel James N. Frey, 1987-12-15 Covers




characterization, plot, theme, conflicts, climax and resolution, point of view, dialogue, revision, and
manuscript submission.

fiction writing: A Passion for Narrative Jack Hodgins, 2001-01-18 This book is not intended to
persuade you to take up writing novels or short stories - “It’s going to be a lot of work,” Jack
Hodgins warns. Nor will it tell you how to market your stories. But it will take you through the
problems facing any fiction writer and show you how some of the best writers in English have solved
them. The chapters are clear and comprehensive: Finding Your Own Stories; One Good Sentence
After Another - on the skills of writing well; Setting; Character - how to make your characters come
alive; Plot; Structure - “The Architecture of Story”; Point of View and Voice; Metaphors, Symbols
and Allusions; Revising - an all-important chapter that also deals with the impact of writing on a
computer; The Story of a Story - where Jack Hodgins talks of his own experience with one of his
most famous stories; and the final chapter, And Now What? - Creating Your Own Workshop, which
builds on the fact that every chapter in the book contains writing exercises to help you work away at
home at “the mysterious business of writing fiction.” As an award-winning novelist and short-story
writer Jack Hodgins is uniquely qualified to preach what he practises. As a trained teacher, he has
been giving creative lessons for thirty years, at high schools and universities and to writers’ summer
schools. In recent years his creative writing courses at the University of Victoria have become
discreetly famous. Now, anyone who buys this book can share in the experience of learning
fiction-writing from a master. With its scores of examples of first-class writing this lively, truly
fascinating book will almost certainly make you be atter writer; it is guaranteed to make you a better
reader.

fiction writing: The Lie That Tells a Truth: A Guide to Writing Fiction John Dufresne,
2004-08-17 This is the most practical, hard-nosed, generous, direct, and useful guide to writing
fiction. —Brad Watson Finally, a truly creative—and hilarious—guide to creative writing, full of
encouragement and sound advice. Provocative and reassuring, nurturing and wise, The Lie That
Tells a Truth is essential to writers in general, fiction writers in particular, beginning writers,
serious writers, and anyone facing a blank page. John Dufresne, teacher and the acclaimed author of
Love Warps the Mind a Little and Deep in the Shade of Paradise, demystifies the writing process.
Drawing upon the wisdom of literature's great craftsmen, Dufresne's lucid essays and diverse
exercises initiate the reader into the tools, processes, and techniques of writing: inventing
compelling characters, developing a voice, creating a sense of place, editing your own words. Where
do great ideas come from? How do we recognize them? How can language capture them? In his
signature comic voice, Dufresne answers these questions and more in chapters such as Writing
Around the Block, Plottery, and The Art of Abbreviation. Dufresne demystifies the writing process,
showing that while the idea of writing may be overwhelming, the act of writing is simplicity itself.

fiction writing: Elements of Fiction Writing - Plot Ansen Dibell, 1999-07-15 There are ways
to create, fix, steer and discover plots—ways which, over a writing life, you'd eventually puzzle out
for yourself, writes Ansen Dibell. They aren't laws. They're an array of choices, things to try, once
you've put a name to the particular problem you're facing now. That's what this book is about:
identifying those choices (whose viewpoint? stop and explain now, or wait? how can this lead to
that?), then learning what narrative problems they are apt to create and how to choose an effective
strategy for solving them. The result? Strong, solid stories and novels that move. Inside you'll
discover how to: ¢ test a story idea (using four simple questions) to see if it works ¢ convince your
reader that not only is something happening, but that something's going to happen and it all matters
intensely ¢ handle viewpoint shifts, flashbacks, and other radical jumps in your storyline weave plots
with subplots ¢ get ready for and write your Big Scenes ¢ balance scene and summary narration to
produce good pacing * handle the extremes of melodrama by faking out your readers—making them
watch your right hand while your left hand is doing something sneaky ¢ form subtle patterns with
mirror characters and echoing incidents ¢ choose the best type of ending—linear or circular, happy
or downbeat, or (with caution!) a trick ending Whether your fiction is short or long, subtle or direct,
you'll learn to build strong plots that drive compelling, unforgettable stories your readers will love.




fiction writing: Elements of Fiction Writing - Scene & Structure Jack Bickham, 1999-03-15
Craft your fiction with scene-by-scene flow, logic and readability. An imprisoned man receives an
unexpected caller, after which everything changed... And the reader is hooked. But whether or not
readers will stay on for the entire wild ride will depend on how well the writer structures the story,
scene by scene. This book is your game plan for success. Using dozens of examples from his own
work - including Dropshot, Tiebreaker and other popular novels - Jack M. Bickham will guide you in
building a sturdy framework for your novel, whatever its form or length. You'll learn how to: * worry
your readers into following your story to the end ¢ prolong your main character's struggle while
moving the story ahead ¢ juggle cause and effect to serve your story action As you work on crafting
compelling scenes that move the reader, moment by moment, toward the story's resolution, you'll
see why... * believable fiction must make more sense than real life * every scene should end in
disaster * some scenes should be condensed, and others built big Whatever your story, this book can
help you arrive at a happy ending in the company of satisfied readers.

fiction writing: The Art of Writing Fiction Andrew Cowan, 2013-11-19 The Art of Writing
Fiction guides the reader through the processes of creative writing from journal-keeping to editing,
offering techniques for stimulating creativity and making language vivid. Readers will master key
aspects of fiction such as structure, character, voice and setting. Andrew Cowan provides an
insightful introduction that brings his own well-crafted prose style to bear on the processes and
pleasures of writing fiction, offering practical and personal advice culled from his own experience
and that of other published writers. He lays open to the reader his own notes, his writing, and the
experiences from his own life that he has drawn on in his fiction allowing the reader to develop their
own writing project alongside the author as they go through the book.
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