
existential psychology

existential psychology is a branch of psychology that focuses on the human condition as a whole,
emphasizing individual freedom, choice, and responsibility. It explores the meaning of life, confronting
themes such as death, isolation, freedom, and meaninglessness. Rooted in existential philosophy, this
psychological approach seeks to understand how individuals navigate the complexities and anxieties
inherent in existence. Existential psychology differs from traditional psychology by prioritizing
subjective experience and the search for authentic living. This article delves into the origins, key
concepts, therapeutic applications, and criticisms of existential psychology, providing a
comprehensive overview of this profound psychological discipline.
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Origins and Historical Background of Existential
Psychology
Existential psychology emerged in the mid-20th century, heavily influenced by existential philosophy
and the work of thinkers such as Søren Kierkegaard, Friedrich Nietzsche, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Martin
Heidegger. The movement arose as a reaction against the deterministic and reductionist perspectives
dominant in mainstream psychology at the time. It emphasized the human experience as subjective,
dynamic, and deeply intertwined with existential concerns.

Philosophical Foundations
The philosophical roots of existential psychology lie in existentialism, which focuses on human
existence, freedom, and authenticity. Kierkegaard introduced the concept of individual choice and
anxiety, while Sartre emphasized radical freedom and responsibility. Heidegger’s exploration of Being
and time contributed to understanding human existence as temporally finite and authentic.

Development within Psychology
Key figures such as Rollo May, Viktor Frankl, and Irvin Yalom played pivotal roles in integrating
existential philosophy with psychological practice. Their work established existential psychology as a
distinct approach that addresses the human quest for meaning, especially in the face of suffering and
uncertainty.



Core Concepts in Existential Psychology
Existential psychology revolves around several fundamental concepts that shape its understanding of
human behavior and mental health. These concepts highlight the challenges and opportunities
inherent in human existence.

Existential Anxiety and Angst
Existential anxiety arises from confronting the realities of death, freedom, isolation, and
meaninglessness. Unlike pathological anxiety, existential anxiety is considered a natural part of the
human condition, motivating individuals to seek purpose and authentic living.

Freedom and Responsibility
Central to existential psychology is the belief that humans possess radical freedom to choose their
paths and create meaning. With this freedom comes responsibility for one’s actions, choices, and the
consequences they bring.

Isolation and Connection
Existential isolation refers to the unbridgeable gap between individuals, emphasizing the fundamental
aloneness of human existence. However, the search for genuine connection and relationships remains
a vital aspect of psychological well-being.

Meaning and Authenticity
Existential psychology asserts that individuals must find or create meaning in their lives to achieve
psychological health. Authenticity involves living in accordance with one’s true self and values, rather
than conforming to external pressures or societal expectations.
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Existential Psychology in Therapeutic Practice
Existential psychology has significantly influenced therapeutic approaches aimed at helping
individuals confront and navigate existential concerns. Existential therapy is a form of psychotherapy
grounded in the principles of existential psychology.

Goals of Existential Therapy
The primary goal of existential therapy is to assist clients in discovering meaning, embracing



freedom, and taking responsibility for their lives. Therapy encourages self-awareness, authentic living,
and acceptance of existential givens such as death and isolation.

Therapeutic Techniques
Unlike highly structured therapies, existential therapy is often non-directive and dialogical.
Techniques include exploring clients’ values, fears, and aspirations, fostering an open and honest
therapeutic relationship, and confronting existential dilemmas directly.

Integration with Other Modalities
Existential psychology complements other therapeutic approaches, including humanistic, cognitive-
behavioral, and psychodynamic therapies. Its focus on meaning and existence enriches treatment
strategies, especially for clients facing life transitions, grief, or existential crises.

Applications and Benefits of Existential Psychology
Existential psychology’s emphasis on meaning, freedom, and authenticity offers valuable applications
across various psychological and social contexts.

Addressing Life Transitions
Existential psychology supports individuals coping with significant life changes such as loss, career
shifts, or aging. It helps clients reframe challenges as opportunities for growth and meaning-making.

Enhancing Mental Health and Well-Being
By encouraging self-reflection and authentic living, existential psychology can reduce feelings of
despair, depression, and alienation. Clients often report increased resilience and a stronger sense of
purpose.

Use in End-of-Life Care
Existential psychology plays a crucial role in hospice and palliative care, aiding patients and families
in confronting mortality and finding peace through meaning and acceptance.

Promoting Personal Growth
The approach fosters personal development by challenging individuals to live deliberately and
embrace their freedom, leading to a more fulfilling and authentic existence.
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Criticisms and Challenges of Existential Psychology
Despite its profound contributions, existential psychology faces several criticisms and challenges
within the broader psychological community.

Lack of Empirical Evidence
One major critique is the difficulty in empirically validating existential concepts due to their subjective
and philosophical nature. This limits its acceptance in evidence-based clinical practice.

Abstract and Complex Language
The philosophical terminology and abstract ideas may be challenging for some clients and
practitioners to grasp, potentially hindering accessibility and practical application.

Limited Structured Techniques
Existential psychology’s non-directive approach can be seen as less structured compared to cognitive-
behavioral or other manualized therapies, which may affect its integration into standard clinical
settings.

Cultural Considerations
The focus on individual freedom and autonomy may conflict with cultural values emphasizing
collectivism and interdependence, necessitating culturally sensitive adaptations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is existential psychology?
Existential psychology is a branch of psychology that focuses on understanding human existence,
freedom, and the search for meaning in life. It explores concepts such as anxiety, death, isolation,
and authenticity.

Who are the key figures in existential psychology?
Key figures include Viktor Frankl, Rollo May, Irvin Yalom, and Ludwig Binswanger, who contributed
foundational theories and therapeutic approaches centered on existential themes.

How does existential psychology differ from traditional
psychology?
Unlike traditional psychology that often emphasizes symptom reduction and behavior modification,
existential psychology centers on the individual's experience, meaning-making, and confronting
fundamental human concerns like mortality and freedom.



What role does anxiety play in existential psychology?
In existential psychology, anxiety is seen as a natural response to confronting life's inherent
uncertainties, such as death and freedom, and can serve as a catalyst for personal growth and
authentic living.

How is existential psychology applied in therapy?
Existential therapy encourages clients to explore their values, confront existential givens, take
responsibility for their choices, and find meaning, helping them live more authentic and fulfilling lives.

What is the concept of 'authenticity' in existential
psychology?
Authenticity involves living in accordance with one's true self and values rather than conforming to
external pressures, enabling individuals to lead genuine and meaningful lives.

Can existential psychology help with depression and anxiety?
Yes, existential psychology can help individuals understand and cope with feelings of emptiness,
anxiety, and depression by addressing underlying existential concerns and fostering meaning and
purpose.

How does existential psychology view death and mortality?
Existential psychology views awareness of death as a fundamental aspect of human existence that
can provoke anxiety but also motivate individuals to live more meaningful and authentic lives.

Additional Resources
1. Existential Psychology: A Primer
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the field of existential psychology, exploring
fundamental concepts such as meaning, freedom, and anxiety. It delves into how existentialist
philosophy influences therapeutic approaches and personal growth. Readers gain insight into the
human condition and the search for authenticity in life.

2. Man’s Search for Meaning by Viktor E. Frankl
A seminal work in existential psychology, this book chronicles Frankl’s experiences in Nazi
concentration camps and introduces his concept of logotherapy. It emphasizes the importance of
finding meaning in life, even amidst suffering. The narrative combines personal memoir with profound
psychological insights.

3. The Denial of Death by Ernest Becker
Becker explores the existential terror of mortality and how humans cope with the awareness of death.
The book integrates psychology, philosophy, and anthropology to examine how cultural beliefs and
personal behaviors serve as defenses. It challenges readers to confront death to live more meaningful
lives.



4. Existential Psychotherapy by Irvin D. Yalom
In this influential text, Yalom presents the core existential concerns—death, freedom, isolation, and
meaninglessness—and their relevance in therapy. The book combines case studies with theoretical
discussion, offering practical insights into addressing existential anxiety in clinical settings. It is a
foundational resource for therapists and students alike.

5. The Courage to Be by Paul Tillich
Tillich’s philosophical work explores the concept of courage as the affirmation of life in the face of
existential anxieties. He discusses how individuals confront meaninglessness, guilt, and despair
through acts of courage. The book bridges theology and psychology, providing a deep understanding
of existential courage.

6. Existential Foundations of Medicine and Psychology by Viktor E. Frankl
This collection of essays elaborates on the application of existential philosophy to medical and
psychological practice. Frankl discusses the role of meaning and responsibility in healing and mental
health. The work underscores the importance of addressing existential dimensions in patient care.

7. The Existentialist’s Survival Guide: How to Live Authentically in an Inauthentic Age by Gordon
Marino
Marino offers practical advice for applying existentialist principles to modern life’s challenges.
Drawing on the works of Sartre, Camus, and de Beauvoir, the book encourages readers to embrace
freedom, confront absurdity, and cultivate authenticity. It is both accessible and deeply reflective.

8. Love’s Executioner and Other Tales of Psychotherapy by Irvin D. Yalom
Through ten compelling case studies, Yalom explores the existential themes of love, death, and
meaning as they arise in therapy. The narratives reveal how confronting existential concerns can lead
to profound personal transformation. The book combines storytelling with psychological insight,
making existential psychology relatable.

9. Existentialism and Human Emotions by Jean-Paul Sartre
In this concise work, Sartre articulates key existentialist ideas about freedom, responsibility, and
emotion. He examines how individuals create their essence through choices and how emotions reflect
one’s engagement with existence. The book serves as a philosophical foundation for existential
psychology.
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Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger and Sartre, as well as the literary roots of existentialism in the
writings of Dostoevsky and Kafka and the important contribution of psychoanalysis and
phenomenological psychiatry. The book then goes on to look at the existential psychology schools,
including daseinsanalysis, logotherapy and existential analysis, the existential-humanistic school and
the existential-phenomenological school. Going beyond the questions of therapy and counseling that
typically make up the study of existential psychology, the book offers the ultimate introduction for
students and scholars of this fascinating and deeply rooted discipline. It may also interest
professionals working in related fields.
  existential psychology: Existential Psychology and the Way of the Tao Mark C. Yang,
2017-04-21 In ancient China, a revered Taoist sage named Zhuangzi told many parables. In
Existential Psychology and the Way of the Tao, a selection of these parables will be featured.
Following each parable, an eminent existential psychologist will share a personal and scholarly
reflection on the meaning and relevance of the parable for psychotherapy and contemporary life.
The major tenets of Zhuangzi's philosophy are featured. Taoist concepts of emptiness, stillness, Wu
Wei (i.e. intentional non-intentionality), epistemology, dreams and the nature of reality, character
building in the midst of pain, meaning and the centrality of relationships, authenticity, self-care, the
freedom that can come from one's willingness to confront death, spiritual freedom, and gradations of
therapeutic care are topics highlighted in this book.
  existential psychology: Handbook of Experimental Existential Psychology Jeff Greenberg,
Sander L. Koole, Tom Pyszczynski, 2013-12-17 Social and personality psychologists traditionally
have focused their attention on the most basic building blocks of human thought and behavior, while
existential psychologists pursued broader, more abstract questions regarding the nature of existence
and the meaning of life. This volume bridges this longstanding divide by demonstrating how rigorous
experimental methods can be applied to understanding key existential concerns, including death,
uncertainty, identity, meaning, morality, isolation, determinism, and freedom. Bringing together
leading scholars and investigators, the Handbook presents the influential theories and research
findings that collectively are helping to define the emerging field of experimental existential
psychology.
  existential psychology: Existential Psychotherapy Irvin D. Yalom, 2020-03-17 The definitive
account of existential psychotherapy. First published in 1980, Existential Psychotherapy is widely
considered to be the foundational text in its field— the first to offer a methodology for helping
patients to develop more adaptive responses to life’s core existential dilemmas. In this seminal work,
American psychiatrist Irvin Yalom finds the essence of existential psychotherapy and gives it a
coherent structure, synthesizing its historical background, core tenets, and usefulness to the
practice. Organized around what Yalom identifies as the four ultimate concerns of life—death,
freedom, isolation, and meaninglessness—the book takes up the meaning of each existential concern
and the type of conflict that springs from our confrontation with each. He shows how these concerns
are manifest in personality and psychopathology, and how treatment can be helped by our
knowledge of them. Drawing from clinical experience, empirical research, philosophy, and great
literature, Yalom provides an intellectual home base for those psychotherapists who have sensed the
incompatibility of orthodox theories with their own clinical experience, and opens new doors for
empirical research. The fundamental concerns of therapy and the central issues of human existence
are woven together here as never before, with intellectual and clinical results that have surprised
and enlightened generations of readers.
  existential psychology: Invitation to Existential Psychology Bo Jacobsen, 2008-04-15
Existential psychology examines how people deal with the biggest issues - such as finding meaning
in life and facing death. It deals with many of the same problems as psychoanalysis and analytical
psychology, but emphasises the view that one can understand the life of another by listening to their
way of seeing existence and opening up their ‘phenomenal world’. As a therapeutic approach it is
recognised by the British Psychological Society and taught on a number of courses. This
introductory text discusses all the main contemporary theories of existential psychology, and



illustrates them with case examples. Practical implications for clinical work are considered, and
comparisons with other approaches such as humanistic psychotherapy are made throughout.
  existential psychology: Existential Psychology East-West (Volume 1 - Revised and Expanded
Edition) Louis Hoffman, Mark Yang, Francis J. Kaklauskas, Albert Tsun-Hung Chan, Monica
Mansilla, 2020-06-15 Existential Psychology East-Westis a collection of chapters exploring
existential psychology in a cross-cultural context. The original version was published in preparation
for the First International Conference on Existential Psychology held in Nanjing, China in 2010. This
revised and expanded edition includes several updated chapters as well as four new chapters. The
book consists of three sections. The first section provides an introduction to existential-humanistic
psychotherapy along with a case illustration. Section two contains 13 chapters from Eastern and
Western scholars exploring the theory of existential psychology. The third section contains 10
chapters building from Rollo May's work on myth. Each chapter explores the existential themes of a
myth embedded within a particular cultural context. The book concludes with an Annotated
Bibliography of important works in existential psychology. Existential Psychology East-Westis an
important contribution to the field with many influential Eastern and Western scholars including
Kirk Schneider, Xuefu Wang, Ilene Serlin, Mark Yang, Ed Mendelowitz, Heyong Shen, Erik Craig,
Myrtle Heery, Alan G. Vaughan, Louis Hoffman, and Nathaniel Granger, Jr.
  existential psychology: Becoming an Existential–Humanistic Therapist Julia Falk, Louis
Hoffman, 2021-12-02 Existential-humanistic psychology recognizes that an essential part of
becoming a good therapist is developing a way of being that is healing. This makes the journey to
becoming an existential-humanistic therapist a personal and transforming journey. In Becoming an
Existential-Humanistic Therapist, editors Julia Falk and Louis Hoffman have collected the stories of
11 influential existential-humanistic therapists, including Kirk Schneider, Lisa Xochitl Vallejos, Ed
Mendelowitz, Katerina Zymnis, Mark Yang, Myrtle Heery, Nathaniel Granger, Orah Krug, Xuefu
Wang, Kathleen Galvin, and Shawn Rubin. As these prominent leaders share their stories of
becoming, they also consider what it means to be an existential-humanistic therapist and their vision
for the future of this school of psychotherapy. Alongside these stories, HeeSun Park reviews two
important research studies on becoming an existential-humanistic therapist while Falk and Hoffman
highlight the central themes emerging from the narratives. Park, Falk, and Hoffman also share their
own stories of becoming. The book concludes with reflective exercises for individuals considering
pursuing a career as an existential-humanistic counselor or therapist, as well as exercises for
current therapists to reflect upon their own journey. Whether already an existential-humanistic
therapist wanting to reflect upon your journey or a student considering pursuing becoming an
existential-humanistic therapist, this volume is essential reading to clarify and deepen one’s journey.
  existential psychology: The Psychology of Existence Rollo May, Kirk J Schneider, 2012-02-01 A
prestigious, original title co-authored by Rollo May, one of the best selling American fathers of
existential psychology. This long awaited text in existential psychology presents a practical,
integrative approach to the discipline especially for the training clinician. Three broad dimensions
are emphasized: its literary, philosophical, and psychological heritage, its recent and future trends,
and its therapeutic applications.
  existential psychology: Existential Psychology East-West (Volume 2) Louis Hoffman, Mark
Yang, Monica Mansilla, Jason Dias, Michael Moats, Trent Claypool, 2020-06-17
Existential-Psychology East-West (Volume 2) emerged from continued dialogues on existential
psychology, particularly existential-humanistic psychology, in Southeast Asia. This volume includes
authors from Southeast Asia, India, Africa, Europe, and the United States, including Xuefu Wang,
Louise Sundararajan, Mark Yang, Louis Hoffman, Al Dueck, Albert Chan, Donna Rockwell, Ilene
Serlin, Rainbow Tin Hung Ho, Rochelle Suri, Meili Pinto, and Anthony K. Nkyi. The book is divided
into three sections: 1) Theory and Practice, 2) Applications and Case Illustrations, and 3) Existential
Perspectives on Cultural Myths. The first three chapter focus on Zhi Mian Therapy, an indigenous
Chinese approach to existential psychology. These chapters are the most comprehensive overview of
Zhi Mian Therapy in English to date. Other theory chapters include a discussion of international



psychology from an existential-humanistic perspective, the concept of Sui Wu Fu Xing, men’s
violence against women, Sunyata, and the concept of savoring. The second section focuses on a
variety of case illustrations to illuminate the practice of existential therapy in different cultural
contexts. The final section expands upon existential perspectives of myths as developed in Rollo
May’s The Cry for Myth and Existential Psychology East-West (Volume 1). Seven myths from
different cultural contexts are examined from an existential perspective. Along with Volume 2,
Existential-Psychology East-West (Volume 2) represents a landmark contribution to the existential
psychology literature.
  existential psychology: Clarifying and Furthering Existential Psychotherapy Stefan E.
Schulenberg, 2016-09-23 This exciting volume brings together leading figures across existential
psychology in a clear-sighted guide to its current practice and therapeutic possibilities. Its
accessible yet scholarly presentation dispels common myths about existential psychotherapy while
demonstrating core methods and innovative techniques as compatible with the range of clinicians’
theoretical orientations and practical approaches. Chapters review the evidence for its therapeutic
value, and provide updates on education, training, and research efforts in the field, both in the US
and abroad. Throughout, existential psychotherapy emerges as a vital, flexible, and empirically
sound modality in keeping with the current—and future—promotion of psychological well-being.
Highlights of the coverage include: Emotion, relationship, and meaning as core existential practice:
evidence-based foundations. · Meaning-centered psychotherapy: a Socratic clinical practice.
Experience processing as an aspect of existential psychotherapy: life enhancement methodology.
Structural Existential Analysis (SEA): a phenomenological method for therapeutic work.
Experiencing change: an existential perspective. Creating the World Congress for existential
therapy. Clarifying and Furthering Existential Psychotherapy will spark discussion and debate
among students, therapists, researchers, and practitioners in existential psychology, existential
psychotherapy, and allied fields as well as the interested public. It makes a suitable text for graduate
courses in existential therapy, psychological theories, and related subjects.
  existential psychology: Meaning in Positive and Existential Psychology Alexander
Batthyany, Pninit Russo-Netzer, 2014-04-26 This book is a first attempt to combine insights from the
two perspectives with regard to the question of meaning by examining a collection of theoretical and
empirical works. This volume therefore is destined to become an important addition to psychological
literature: both from the viewpoint of the history of ideas (again this would be one of the first times
that positive and existentialist psychologies meet) and from the viewpoint of theoretical and
empirical research into the meaning concept in psychology.
  existential psychology: Existential Therapies Mick Cooper, 2016-10-18 What does it mean to
practice therapy in an existential way? What are the different existential approaches? What are their
strengths and limitations? Focusing on practical, face-to-face work with clients, the book introduces
students to six existential therapies, highlighting areas of commonality and difference, and discusses
key figures and their contributions, including Yalom, van Deurzen, Spinelli, Frankl and Laing. It
outlines the critical perspectives and key debates, and presents implications for practice, reflection
and further reading. Fully updated to reflect current issues, this book now includes: · Sections
presenting research evidence for each approach · An extended case study running through the book,
demonstrating how different therapies might approach the same case · Chapter overviews, questions
for reflection, and additional case studies of actual existential practice.
  existential psychology: Applications of Existential Psychology Zoltán Kőváry, 2024-12-30
The second in a two-part set, this volume offers a detailed examination of the application of
existential psychology. This book begins by looking at the conditio humana – the most important
topics of existential psychology, including anxiety, freedom, choices, authenticity, suffering and
meaning, creativity, togetherness, time and death. It then moves through the practical application of
existential psychology in the context of dreams, research, pathology and therapy. Examining key
theories, models and research, the volume offers a fascinating overview of how the disciplines of art,
philosophy, literature, science and theology contribute to a deeper understanding of personal



self-knowledge and a person’s sense of purpose. This unique transdisciplinary approach
demonstrates how readers can apply philosophical, historical and artistic aspects of existential
psychology to their lives. The book concludes by considering the role of existential psychology in the
present. Going beyond the questions of therapy and counselling that typically make up the study of
existential psychology, the book offers the ultimate introduction for students and scholars of this
fascinating and deeply rooted discipline. It may also interest professionals working in related fields.
  existential psychology: CBT and Existential Psychology Michael Worrell, 2022-10-06 CBT
and EXISTENTIAL PSYCHOLOGY Explore the possibilities and challenges of bringing two highly
diverse disciplines—CBT and existential therapy—into dialogue In CBT and Existential Psychology:
Philosophy, Psychology and Therapy, distinguished clinical psychologist Dr Michael Worrell delivers
a singular exploration of the relationship between diverse forms of contemporary cognitive
behaviour therapy and existential phenomenology. Written for both experienced and beginning CBT
therapists, as well as therapists who practice from an existential perspective, this book clarifies and
discusses the potential and challenges presented when these two different schools of thought and
practice are brought into dialogue. The author outlines, in accessible fashion, the implications and
possibilities offered by the combination of CBT and existential practice. He also presents a series of
discussions with the highly experienced CBT therapists, researchers, and trainers, Tomas
Heidenreich and Alexander Noyon, and existential therapy leader Ernesto Spinelli. The book
includes a series of “existential reflections” and experiential exercises to allow the reader to develop
an understanding of descriptive phenomenological approaches to therapeutic conversations.
Readers will also find: A thorough introduction to existential philosophy, psychology, and therapy,
including the theory and practice of existential therapy Comprehensive discussions of cognitive and
behavioural psychotherapies, including Beckian CBT, schema-focused therapies, and constructivist,
narrative, and postmodern CBT In-depth explorations of existential challenges and contributions to
therapy, including discussions of anxiety, possibility, and uncertainty Enlightening dialogues on CBT
and existential psychology with Tomas Heidenreich, Alexander Noyon, and Ernesto Spinelli Perfect
for beginning and advanced CBT and existential therapists, CBT and Existential Psychology:
Philosophy, Psychology and Therapy will also earn a place in the libraries of trainee clinical and
counselling psychologists, as well as integrative and humanistic psychotherapists.
  existential psychology: The Wiley World Handbook of Existential Therapy Erik Craig, Alfried
Laengle, Kirk J. Schneider, Digby Tantam, Simon du Plock, 2019-04-15 An existential therapy
handbook from those in the field, with its broad scope covering key texts, theories, practice, and
research The Wiley World Handbook of Existential Therapy is a work representing the collaboration
of existential psychotherapists, teachers, and researchers. It's a book to guide readers in
understanding human life better through the exploration of aspects and applications of existential
therapy. The book presents the therapy as a way for clients to explore their experiences and make
the most of their lives. Its contributors offer an accurate and in-depth view of the field. An
introduction of existential therapy is provided, along with a summary of its historical foundations.
Chapters are organized into sections that cover: daseinsanalysis; existential-phenomenonological,
-humanistic, and -integrative therapies; and existential group therapy. International developments in
theory, practice and research are also examined.
  existential psychology: Existential-Integrative Psychotherapy Kirk J. Schneider, 2011-04-27
Existential-Integrative Psychotherapy promises to be a landmark in the fields of psychotherapeutic
theory and practice. A comprehensive revision of its predecessor, The Psychology of Existence,
co-edited by Kirk Schneider and Rollo May, Existential-Integrative Psychotherapy combines clear
and updated guidelines for practice with vivid and timely case vignettes. These vignettes feature the
very latest in both mainstream and existential therapeutic integrative application, by the top
innovators in the field. The book highlights several notable dimensions: a novel and comprehensive
theory of integrative existential practice; a premium on mainstream integrations of existential theory
as well as existential-humanistic integrations of mainstream theory; a focus on integrative
mainstream as well as existential-humanistic practitioners, students, and theorists; a discussion of



short-term and cognitive-behavioral existential-integrative strategies; a focus on ethnic and
diagnostic diversity, from case studies of multicultural populations to vignettes on gender, sexuality,
and power, and from contributions to the treatment of alcoholism to those elucidating religiosity,
psychoses, and intersubjectivity.
  existential psychology: Existential Psychology , 1969
  existential psychology: Existential Psychology , 1969
  existential psychology: Existential Psychotherapy and Counselling Mick Cooper,
2015-03-16 This book is for trainees and practitioners across the orientations who wish to
incorporate an existential approach into their practice. Using a pluralistic perspective that
recognises the diversity of clients and their individual needs, it shows trainees how and when
existential concepts and practices can be used alongside other approaches. A wealth of resources
and the author’s writing style make this is one of the most accessible and inspiring introductions to
existential therapy. Videos of existential counselling in practice and written case studies ensure
existential theory is illustrated in practice, while reflective questions and exercises help trainees
relate notoriously complex existential themes to their own knowledge and experience. A companion
website offers relevant journal articles, video tutorials on existential counselling skills, the results of
the author’s survey of the ‘Top 10’ existential films, novels and songs, and much more. This
passionate and insightful book is the ideal guide to help your trainees understand existential therapy
and learn how to integrate its ideas and practices into their therapeutic work. Mick Cooper is
Professor of Counselling Psychology at University of Roehampton.
  existential psychology: Clinical Perspectives on Meaning Pninit Russo-Netzer, Stefan E.
Schulenberg, Alexander Batthyany, 2016-12-30 Clinical Perspectives on Meaning: Positive and
Existential Psychotherapy . . . is an outstanding collection of new contributions that build
thoughtfully on the past, while at the same time, take the uniquely human capacity for
meaning-making to important new places. - From the preface by Carol D. Ryff and Chiara Ruini This
unique theory-to-practice volume presents far-reaching advances in positive and existential therapy,
with emphasis on meaning-making as central to coping and resilience, growth and positive change.
Innovative meaning-based strategies are presented with clients facing medical and mental health
challenges such as spinal cord injury, depression, and cancer. Diverse populations and settings are
considered, including substance abuse, disasters, group therapy, and at-risk youth. Contributors
demonstrate the versatility and effectiveness of meaning-making interventions by addressing novel
findings in this rapidly growing and promising area. By providing broad international and
interdisciplinary perspectives, it enhances empirical findings and offers valuable practical insights.
Such a diverse and varied examination of meaning encourages the reader to integrate his or her
thoughts from both existential and positive psychology perspectives, as well as from clinical and
empirical approaches, and guides the theoretical convergence to a unique point of understanding
and appreciation for the value of meaning and its pursuit. Included in the coverage: · The proper aim
of therapy: Subjective well-being, objective goodness, or a meaningful life? · Character strengths
and mindfulness as core pathways to meaning in life · The significance of meaning to
conceptualizations of resilience and posttraumatic growth · Practices of meaning-making
interventions: A comprehensive matrix · Working with meaning in life in chronic or life-threatening
disease · Strategies for cultivating purpose among adolescents in clinical settings · Integrative
meaning therapy: From logotherapy to existential positive interventions · Multiculturalism and
meaning in existential and positive psychology · Nostalgia as an existential intervention: Using the
past to secure meaning in the present and the future · The spiritual dimension of meaning Clinical
Perspectives on Meaning redefines these core healing objectives for researchers, students,
caregivers, and practitioners from the fields of existential psychology, logotherapy, and positive
psychology, as well as for the interested public.
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Existential Psychology - History of the movement - JRank A system in psychology focused on
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approach for your therapeutic needs
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existentialism is that life has no predetermined or innate meaning, but people can use their free will
to create identity and a sense of meaning for
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