forensic anthropology case studies

forensic anthropology case studies provide crucial insights into the
practical applications of forensic anthropology in criminal investigations
and historical analyses. These case studies illustrate how experts analyze
human remains to determine identity, cause of death, and other critical
information that aids law enforcement and legal proceedings. By examining
skeletal remains, forensic anthropologists can reconstruct events surrounding
unexplained or suspicious deaths, contributing to solving complex cases. This
article explores notable forensic anthropology case studies, highlighting
methodologies, discoveries, and the impact of these investigations on
forensic science. Additionally, it discusses the techniques used in forensic
anthropology and the challenges faced during such examinations. Understanding
these real-world applications enhances appreciation for the discipline's role
in modern forensic investigations. The following sections provide an overview
of significant case studies and the scientific principles involved.

e Famous Forensic Anthropology Case Studies
e Techniques Used in Forensic Anthropology
e Challenges in Forensic Anthropology Case Studies

e Impact of Forensic Anthropology on Legal Investigations

Famous Forensic Anthropology Case Studies

Several forensic anthropology case studies have become landmark examples due
to their complexity and contribution to the field. These cases demonstrate
the application of skeletal analysis in identifying victims and determining
circumstances surrounding death.

The Romanov Family Case

The discovery of the Romanov family remains in Russia provided a pivotal
forensic anthropology case study. Experts used skeletal analysis and DNA
testing to confirm the identities of the last Russian royal family members
executed in 1918. This case underscored the importance of combining
anthropological methods with genetic testing in forensic identification.



The Kennewick Man

One of the oldest and most debated forensic anthropology case studies
involves the Kennewick Man, skeletal remains found in Washington State dating
back over 9,000 years. Anthropologists studied the bones to understand
ancient human migration in North America, while also addressing ethical
issues related to indigenous rights and repatriation.

The Identification of Tsarnaev Brothers

In a modern forensic anthropology case, the remains of the Boston Marathon
bombing suspects, the Tsarnaev brothers, were analyzed to confirm identities
post-mortem. Anthropologists collaborated with forensic pathologists and law
enforcement to provide conclusive forensic evidence, illustrating the
discipline’s role in contemporary criminal investigations.

List of Key Forensic Anthropology Case Studies

e The Romanov Family identification

e Kennewick Man ancient remains

e Tsarnaev brothers identification

e The West Memphis Three skeletal analysis

e The identification of victims in mass disasters

Techniques Used in Forensic Anthropology

Forensic anthropology case studies often rely on a variety of scientific
techniques to analyze human remains. These methods enable experts to extract
critical data about the deceased and the circumstances of death.

Skeletal Analysis

Skeletal analysis is foundational to forensic anthropology. Experts examine
bone morphology to estimate age, sex, ancestry, and stature. Trauma analysis
on bones helps determine cause and manner of death, including identifying
perimortem injuries.



DNA Analysis

DNA extraction from bones and teeth is a vital tool in forensic anthropology
case studies. Genetic profiling confirms identity, especially when soft
tissues are unavailable. This technique is often paired with skeletal
findings to strengthen forensic conclusions.

Facial Reconstruction

Facial reconstruction techniques recreate the appearance of unidentified
remains. Using skull measurements and tissue depth markers, forensic artists
and anthropologists can generate approximations of the individual’s face,
aiding in public identification efforts.

Radiographic Imaging

Advanced imaging methods such as X-rays, CT scans, and 3D modeling assist
forensic anthropologists in non-invasive analysis of skeletal remains. These
technologies enhance the ability to detect subtle fractures or pathologies
essential in forensic case studies.

Common Forensic Anthropology Techniques

e Age, sex, and ancestry estimation from skeletal features

e Trauma and pathology analysis

DNA extraction and profiling

Facial reconstruction

Radiographic and 3D imaging

Challenges in Forensic Anthropology Case
Studies

While forensic anthropology provides invaluable information, practitioners
face significant challenges in case studies, impacting the accuracy and
reliability of findings.



Decomposed and Fragmented Remains

Many forensic anthropology case studies involve remains that are decomposed,
burned, or fragmented, complicating analysis. The condition of bones can
limit the ability to estimate vital characteristics or identify trauma.

Environmental Factors

Environmental conditions such as soil acidity, water exposure, and scavenging
can alter skeletal remains. These factors create obstacles in preserving
evidence and interpreting findings accurately.

Legal and Ethical Issues

Forensic anthropology case studies must navigate legal protocols and ethical
considerations, including consent, cultural sensitivity, and chain of
custody. Missteps can undermine the admissibility of forensic evidence in
court.

Interpretation Variability

Interpretation of skeletal data can vary among experts, leading to potential
discrepancies in forensic anthropology case studies. Standardized methods and
peer review are essential to minimize subjective bias.

Challenges Summary

Degraded or incomplete skeletal remains

Environmental degradation effects

Legal and ethical constraints

Variability in expert interpretations

Limitations in technological resources

Impact of Forensic Anthropology on Legal
Investigations

Forensic anthropology case studies have significantly influenced legal



investigations by providing scientific evidence that supports criminal
justice processes. The discipline bridges anthropology and forensic science
to solve challenging cases.

Identification of Unknown Victims

One of the primary impacts of forensic anthropology is the identification of
unknown victims. Case studies demonstrate how anthropologists help law
enforcement agencies return names to the deceased, providing closure to
families and aiding justice.

Determining Cause and Manner of Death

Forensic anthropology case studies often clarify the cause and manner of
death through skeletal trauma analysis. This information is crucial in
homicide investigations and in distinguishing natural deaths from suspicious
circumstances.

Supporting Courtroom Testimony

Forensic anthropologists frequently serve as expert witnesses, presenting
case study findings in court. Their testimony helps juries understand complex
scientific evidence, lending credibility to forensic investigations.

Advancing Forensic Science

Each forensic anthropology case study contributes to the advancement of
forensic methodologies and best practices. Continuous research and case
evaluations improve the accuracy and scope of forensic anthropological

applications.

Key Contributions to Legal Processes

e Accurate victim identification

e Clarification of death circumstances
e Expert testimony in trials

e Enhancement of forensic techniques

e Support in mass disaster victim identification



Frequently Asked Questions

What is forensic anthropology and how is it used in
case studies?

Forensic anthropology is the application of physical anthropology and human
osteology (study of bones) in a legal context. In case studies, it is used to
identify human remains, determine age, sex, ancestry, and cause of death to
assist law enforcement in solving crimes.

What are some common types of cases where forensic
anthropology is applied?

Forensic anthropology is often applied in cases involving unidentified human
remains, mass disasters, war crimes, historical investigations, and cold
cases where skeletal analysis can provide crucial information.

How do forensic anthropologists determine the age of
skeletal remains in case studies?

They analyze bone development, dental eruption patterns, and degenerative
changes in bones and joints. Techniques include examining the pubic
symphysis, cranial sutures, and epiphyseal fusion to estimate age at death.

What role does forensic anthropology play in
identifying victims in mass disaster scenarios?

Forensic anthropologists assist in sorting and analyzing fragmented or
commingled remains, estimating biological profiles, and aiding DNA sampling
to help identify victims and provide closure to families.

How are case studies important for advancing
forensic anthropology methods?

Case studies provide real-world examples that help refine techniques,
validate new methods, and educate practitioners. They also highlight
challenges and ethical considerations in forensic investigations.

What challenges do forensic anthropologists face
when working with degraded or incomplete remains?

Challenges include difficulty in accurate identification due to
fragmentation, taphonomic changes, environmental factors affecting bone
preservation, and limited contextual information, which can complicate
interpretations.



Can forensic anthropology help determine cause and
manner of death in case studies?

While forensic anthropologists primarily analyze skeletal remains, they can
sometimes identify trauma patterns, such as fractures or weapon marks, that
suggest cause and manner of death, but typically collaborate with forensic
pathologists for comprehensive conclusions.

How do forensic anthropology case studies contribute
to criminal investigations?

They provide vital biological information about unknown individuals, help
reconstruct events leading to death, assist in identifying suspects or
victims, and support the legal process by providing expert testimony based on
skeletal evidence.

Additional Resources

1. Written in Bone: Forensic Files of the 17th-Century Chesapeake

This book by Douglas W. Owsley and Roger M. Jacobi explores the forensic
anthropology cases surrounding colonial-era skeletons uncovered in the
Chesapeake Bay area. It combines archaeological findings with forensic
analysis to reconstruct the lives and deaths of early American settlers. The
case studies highlight the application of scientific techniques in uncovering
historical mysteries.

2. Dead Men Do Tell Tales: The Strange and Fascinating Cases of a Forensic
Anthropologist

William R. Maples presents a collection of intriguing forensic anthropology
case studies from his career. The book illustrates how skeletal remains can
reveal crucial details about identity, cause of death, and historical
contexts. Each case is recounted with a narrative style that emphasizes the
detective work involved in solving mysteries through bones.

3. Forensic Anthropology: Case Studies from the Field

Edited by Jonathan D. Bethard and Elizabeth A. DiGangi, this compilation
offers detailed case studies demonstrating the practical application of
forensic anthropology in real-world investigations. The cases cover a variety
of scenarios, including mass disasters, human rights investigations, and
unidentified remains. The book serves as both an educational resource and a
testament to the field's impact.

4. Body Farm: A Forensic Anthropology Casebook

This book delves into forensic anthropology cases linked to the Body Farm, a
research facility dedicated to studying human decomposition. Through vivid
case studies, readers learn how decomposition rates and environmental factors
assist in estimating time since death. The book highlights the scientific
methods used to solve complex forensic puzzles.



5. Bones Don’t Lie: A Forensic Anthropologist’s Casebook

Dr. Kathy Reichs shares a series of real forensic anthropology cases that
reveal how skeletal analysis aids criminal investigations. The book blends
scientific explanation with gripping stories of uncovering truths hidden in
bones. It offers insight into both the science and the human stories behind
forensic cases.

6. Identification of Human Skeletal Remains: Case Studies in Forensic
Anthropology

This text by Douglas H. Ubelaker provides comprehensive case studies focusing
on the identification process in forensic anthropology. It explores
techniques used to determine age, sex, ancestry, and trauma from skeletal
remains. The case studies emphasize methodological rigor and the challenges
faced in forensic identification.

7. Forensic Anthropology: Current Methods and Practice

While primarily a textbook by Angi M. Christensen, et al., this book includes
numerous case studies illustrating contemporary forensic anthropology
practices. The cases cover diverse forensic scenarios, highlighting
technological advances and ethical considerations. It’s a valuable resource
for understanding how theory translates into practice.

8. Silent Witnesses: Forensic Anthropology and the Cases of the Unidentified
This volume examines forensic anthropology cases where skeletal remains were
the only clues to identity and cause of death. It emphasizes the role of
anthropology in giving a voice to the unidentified and solving cold cases.
The case studies demonstrate the intersection of science, law, and human
rights.

9. Forensic Osteology: Advances in the Identification of Human Skeletal
Remains

By examining detailed case studies, this book showcases advances in
osteological analysis pertinent to forensic investigations. It covers methods
for trauma analysis, forensic facial reconstruction, and age estimation. The
book is essential for understanding how evolving techniques enhance the
accuracy of forensic anthropology conclusions.
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forensic anthropology case studies: Forensic Anthropology Megan B. Brickley, Roxana
Ferllini, 2007 This important new text contains the first collection of forensic anthropology case
studies to be published from Europe. Forensic Anthropology: Case Studies From Europe aims to
highlight recent developments in the discipline within Europe, and to allow comparisons to be made
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between work done in various European countries and the Americas. This book is comprehensive,
with nineteen contributors providing case studies from recent work undertaken across twelve
European countries, including three chapters covering the work of forensic anthropologists in cases
that involve human rights issues in the Balkan region. The book not only highlights the history and
development of forensic anthropology in Europe but also illustrates the diversity of work, the
different academic backgrounds of those practicing in the field, and the different approach that they
have towards the work that they undertake, making this book unique. In addition to covering the
work undertaken in a number of European countries, the case studies presented cover a range of
issues dealt with by forensic anthropologists from around the world including; stab wounds; blunt
force trauma; gunshot wounds; dismemberment; burning; personal identification, including issues
relating to the investigation of ancestry in European investigations; juvenile human remains; the
work of forensic anthropologists in unsolved cases; and work undertaken to eliminate discoveries of
human remains from police investigations. The final chapter of the book explores new developments
in the field of forensic anthropology with gait analysis and facial recognition of a living individual
based on analysis of CCTV footage. This book is primarily designed for students of forensic
anthropology and those engaged in forensic anthropological work in various areas of the world. Each
chapter contains clear up- to-date references and a full discussion of the techniques applied, which
also make this book accessible for the nonspecialist reader.

forensic anthropology case studies: Hard Evidence Dawnie Wolfe Steadman, 2015-08-07 An
essential supplement to a forensic anthropology text, this reader provides case studies that
demonstrate innovative approaches and practical experiences in the field. The book provides both
introductory and advanced students with a strong sense of the cases that forensic anthropologists
become involved, along with their professional and ethical responsibilities, the scientific rigor
required, and the multidisciplinary nature of the science. For courses in Forensic Anthropology and
Forensic Science.

forensic anthropology case studies: Case Studies in Forensic Anthropology Heather M.
Garvin, Natalie R. Langley, 2019-10-16 Through a set of unique case studies written by an
international group of practicing forensic anthropologists, Case Studies in Forensic Anthropology:
Bonified Skeletons prepares students and professionals for the diverse range of cases and challenges
they will encounter in the field. Every forensic anthropology case is unique. Practitioners routinely
face new challenges and unexpected outcomes. Courses and introductory texts generally address
standard or ideal cases. In practice, however, forensic anthropologists must improvise frequently
during forensic archaeological recoveries and laboratory analyses based on case circumstances.
Most forensic anthropologists have encountered unconventional cases with surprising results. While
these cases act as continuing education for practitioners—better preparing them for future
encounters— such learning opportunities may be limited by the extent of personal experiences. This
text exposes practitioners and students to a diverse array of case examples they may not otherwise
encounter, sharing experiential knowledge and contributing to the advancement the field. Case
Studies in Forensic Anthropology aims to both prepare aspiring forensic anthropologists and inform
current practitioners. The cases are interesting and unique, detailing how specific challenges
contribute to the body of forensic anthropological knowledge and practice. Key Features Full-color
photographs illustrate the scenes and skeletal features Lessons Learned sections for each case study
emphasize take-away points Thought-provoking Discussion Questions encourage readers to think
critically and facilitate group discussions Actual case experiences by diverse array of forensic
anthropologists who discuss innovative methods and unique challenges

forensic anthropology case studies: FORENSIC OSTEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS Scott .
Fairgrieve, 1999-01-01 This timely volume on case studies in forensic osteology with background
information on how osteological analysis is applied to human/faunal remains found in legal contexts
is primarily designed for students of forensic anthropology/osteology who have a background in
human anatomy and/or osteology. It also will be of interest to those individuals lacking this
background and who may very well want to read the book for its many case studies. Although many



journals publish case reports, there are instances when a more detailed and full description of
circumstances are warranted. Further, beginning students initially require a more thorough
treatment of the thinking behind the application of analytical techniques; an important aspect that
may not be covered in the professional literature. Based on the foregoing, the premise of this book is
that each case has a unique quality and thus presents unique problems for the analyst to approach.
It is important for the reader to understand the limits for forensic osteology by examining not only
its successes but also its failures. This book presents this type of information. The chapters appear
as follows: Forensic Osteological Analysis: An Introduction; Of Beasts and Humans: A Case of
Recognition; Identification of Human Skeletal Remains: Was He a She or She a He?; Sex
Determination: XX or XY from the Human Skeleton; Identification of a Missing Person Using
Biomechanical and DNA Analysis: A Case Study; DISH Rats and a Rolex; Death on the Danforth; The
Identification of the Remains of Don Francisco Pizarro; Clinkers on the Little Bighorn Battlefield: In
Situ Investigation of Scattered Recent Cremains; The Wrong Urn: Commingling of Cremains in
Mortuary Practices; Cremated Remains and Expert Testimony in a Homicide Case; An
Anthropological Investigation of a Rural Homicide Scene; Forensic Osteology of Strangulation;
Pathological Changes on Human Skeletal Remains: Before, During or After?; Unusual Skeletal
Anomalies and Pathologies in Forensic Casework; Biker's Bones: An Avocational Syndrome; Identity
Crisis: Two Case Studies -- Success and Failure in Personal Identification Determination; Mass
Disasters: Comments and Discussion Regarding the Hinton Train Collision of 1986; The Role of
Forensic Anthropology in Human Rights Issues; and Forensic Entomology: The Use of Insects in
Death Investigations.

forensic anthropology case studies: Skeletal Trauma Analysis Nicholas V. Passalacqua,
Christopher W. Rainwater, 2015-04-28 In the post-Daubert era, forensic science disciplines
areincreasingly informed by robust, statistically-sound experimentalresearch. The educational value
of the well-documented case study,however, remains as important as ever. Emphasizing known
contextualinformation, this volume serves as a case-driven guide to skeletaltrauma analysis through
the unique perspective of eachchapter’s authors. Both forensic anthropologists andpathologists
contribute skeletal trauma cases covering a range oftopics including child abuse, blunt force trauma,
descents fromheight, plane crashes, sharp force trauma and dismemberment,gunshot wounds, blast
trauma, and burned body interpretation.Several chapters also include a discussion of
potentiallyconfounding taphonomic influences such as animal scavenging, waterimmersion, burning,
and extended postmortem intervals. Detaileddescriptions with multiple supporting images allow
thepractitioner’s skeletal trauma interpretation to be comparedto the “answer” as it pertains to the
knowncircumstances surrounding the traumatic events of each case.

forensic anthropology case studies: Human Identification Ted A. Rathbun, Jane E. Buikstra,
1984

forensic anthropology case studies: Bone Remains Mary H. Manhein, 2013-09-09 Over the
past thirty years, forensic anthropologist Mary H. Manhein has helped authorities to identify
hundreds of deceased persons throughout Louisiana and beyond. In Bone Remains, she offers details
of twenty riveting cases from her files—many of them involving facial reconstructions where only
bones offered clues to an individual's story. Manhein takes readers into the field, inside her lab, and
through DNA databases and government bureaucracies as she and her team tirelessly work to
identify and seek justice for those who can no longer speak for themselves. From a
two-thousand-year-old mummy, to Civil War sailors, to graves disturbed by Hurricane Isaac,
Manhein presents both modern and historic cases. Her conversational accounts provide a
fascinating look into the stories behind the headlines as well as sometimes heart-wrenching details
of people lost and found. Manhein shows how each case came to her team, how they used scientific
analysis to unravel the secrets the bones had to tell, and how facial reconstructions and a special
database for missing and unidentified people assisted in closing cold cases long believed to be
unsolvable. She also discusses several mysteries that still elude her, further reflecting the
determination and passion central to Manhein's career for over three decades.



forensic anthropology case studies: Handbook of Forensic Anthropology and
Archaeology Soren Blau, Douglas H. Ubelaker, 2016-07-28 With contributions from 70 experienced
practitioners from around the world, this second edition of the authoritative Handbook of Forensic
Archaeology and Anthropology provides a solid foundation in both the practical and ethical
components of forensic work. The book weaves together the discipline’s historical development;
current field methods for analyzing crime, natural disasters, and human atrocities; an array of
laboratory techniques; key case studies involving legal, professional, and ethical issues; and ideas
about the future of forensic work--all from a global perspective. This fully revised second edition
expands the geographic representation of the first edition by including chapters from practitioners
in South Africa and Colombia, and adds exciting new chapters on the International Commission on
Missing Persons and on forensic work being done to identify victims of the Battle of Fromelles
during World War I. The Handbook of Forensic Anthropology and Archaeology provides an updated
perspective of the disciplines of forensic archaeology and anthropology.

forensic anthropology case studies: Forensic Anthropology Angi M. Christensen, Nicholas
V. Passalacqua, Eric J. Bartelink, 2019-07-19 Forensic anthropology has seen a recent expansion in
depth and scope as well as increased attention from the media and the legal system. This constantly
evolving science requires a comprehensive introductory text that approaches forensic anthropology
as a modern discipline, with attention to theory as well as recent advances in research, technology,
and challenges in the field. Forensic Anthropology: Current Methods and Practice, 2nd edition
approaches forensic anthropology using current practices and case studies drawn from the varied
experiences, backgrounds, and practices of working forensic anthropologists. This text guides the
reader through all aspects of human remains recovery and forensic anthropological analysis. It
presents principles at a level that is appropriate for those new to the field, while at the same time
incorporating evolutionary, biomechanical, and other theoretical foundations for the features and
phenomena encountered in forensic anthropological casework. Attention is focused on the most
recent and scientifically valid applications commonly employed by working forensic anthropologists.
Readers will learn about innovative techniques in the discipline, and aspiring practitioners will be
prepared by understanding the necessary background needed to work in the field today. Instructors
and students will find Forensic Anthropology: Current Methods and Practice, 2nd edition
comprehensive, practical, and relevant to the modern discipline of forensic anthropology. - Focuses
on current methods, advances in research and technology, and recent challenges in the science of
forensic anthropology - Addresses issues of international relevance such as the role of forensic
anthropology in mass disaster response and human rights investigations - Includes chapter
summaries, topic-oriented case studies, keywords, and reflective questions to increase active
student learning

forensic anthropology case studies: Forensic Pathology Case Studies Edda Guareschi,
2020-10-22 Forensic Pathology Case Studies features 8-13 case studies from the author's 19-year
career as both a forensic pathologist and anthropologist in northern Italy. Every case will be
presented as an extended version of a professional report, where the descriptions of circumstances,
the scientific approach to investigation techniques, their results, the critical interpretation of results,
and the case resolution are combined. Photos are available for most cases and will help clarifying
the cases to the reader. References will inspire further reading. - Covers investigation techniques
and interpretation of the results - Provides valuable information for how to deal with skeletal
remains - Includes photos for most cases to clarify outcomes for the reader

forensic anthropology case studies: Metropolitan Forensic Anthropology Team (MFAT) Case
Studies in Identification FT. Zugibe, ]J. Taylor, N. Weg, R. DiBennerdo, JT. Costello, P. DeForest,
1985 Skeletal remains removed from an unmarked grave in El Salvador were intensively studied by
a team of forensic science experts. Even though the skull, teeth, and several major bones were
missing, a positive identification was made of the missing journalist. This was contrary to reports
submitted to the State Department by Salvadorian officials. All of the methods used in this
investigation, which includes a new method for simultaneously assessing sex and race by




discriminant function analysis that was tested by application, are fully described. The international
background of this case and information regarding the cause of death is discussed.

forensic anthropology case studies: Trail of Bones Mary H. Manhein, 2005-09 ?

forensic anthropology case studies: Anthropological Forensics Mr. Rohit Manglik,
2024-04-06 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.

forensic anthropology case studies: Handbook of Forensic Anthropology and Archaeology
Soren Blau, Douglas H. Ubelaker, 2011 Draws contributions from fifty experienced practitioners
from around the world to offer a benchmark of knowledge in both the practical and research
components of forensic work conducted by anthropologists and archaeologists.

forensic anthropology case studies: Introduction to Forensic Anthropology, Pearson
eText Steven N. Byers, 2015-08-27 Introduction to Forensic Anthropology provides an overview of
the methods used by forensic anthropologists to examine human skeletal remains, describing each
step in the forensic anthropological process with equal intensity.

forensic anthropology case studies: A Review of Human Identification Case Studies in
Forensic Anthropology DT. Reay, 1985 This is a good book that fuses the methods of human
identification with anecdotal experiences of the authors. An occasional chapter has an almost
whimsical approach to the subject which makes for enjoyable reading. I particularly enjoyed the
chapter on the analysis of osseous material presumably from Jesse James and the melodrama in two
acts concerning the identification of a notorious train robber, Ehner J. McCurdy.

forensic anthropology case studies: War Crimes Trials and Investigations Jonathan Waterlow,
Jacques Schuhmacher, 2018-01-31 This book represents the first multi-disciplinary introduction to
the study of war crimes trials and investigations. It introduces readers to the numerous disciplines
engaged with this complex subject, including: Forensic Anthropology, Economics and
Anthropometrics, Legal History, Violence Studies, International Criminal Justice, International
Relations, and Moral Philosophy. The contributors are experts in their respective fields and the
chapters highlight each discipline’s major trends, debates, methods and approaches to mass
atrocity, genocide, and crimes against humanity, as well as their interactions with adjacent
disciplines. Case studies illustrate how the respective disciplines work in practice, including
examples from the Allied Hunger Blockade, WWII, the Guatemalan and Spanish Civil Wars, the
Former Yugoslavia, and Uganda. Including bibliographical essays to offer readers crucial orientation
when approaching the specialist literature in each case, this edited collection equips readers with
what they need to know in order to navigate a complex, and until now, deeply fragmented field. A
diverse and interdisciplinary body of research, this book will be indispensable reading for scholars of
war crimes.

forensic anthropology case studies: Atlas of Human Cranial Macromorphoscopic Traits
Joseph T. Hefner, Kandus C. Linde, 2018-08-02 Atlas of Human Cranial Macromorphoscopic Traits
synthesizes macromorphoscopic traits and their analysis in an accessible manner, providing detailed
descriptions and examples of the various character state manifestations intended for use in
classrooms, laboratories, and in the field. The volume begins with an outline of the
macromorphoscopic dataset, its history, recent modifications to the historical approach, and recent
technological and analytical advances. Additional sections cover Nomenclature, Gross Anatomy,
Function, Methodology, Line Drawings, Detailed Definitions, Multiple High-resolution Photographs,
and Population Variation Data from the Macromorphoscopic Databank (MaMD). The volume
concludes with a chapter outlining the statistical analysis of macromorphoscopic data and a
summary of the computer programs and reference databases available to forensic anthropologists
for the analysis of these data. Provides detailed descriptions, illustrations and high-resolution images
of various character state manifestations of seventeen macromorphoscopic traits Applies to both
forensic and bioarcheological research Written by the foremost expert on macromorphoscopic trait




analysis and estimation of ancestry in forensic anthropology

forensic anthropology case studies: Handbook of Missing Persons Stephen J. Morewitz,
Caroline Sturdy Colls, 2016-12-19 This ambitious multidisciplinary volume surveys the science,
forensics, politics, and ethics involved in responding to missing persons cases. International experts
across the physical and social sciences offer data, case examples, and insights on best practices, new
methods, and emerging specialties that may be employed in investigations. Topics such as secondary
victimization, privacy issues, DNA identification, and the challenges of finding victims of war and
genocide highlight the uncertainties and complexities surrounding these cases as well as
possibilities for location and recovery. This diverse presentation will assist professionals in accessing
new ideas, collaborating with colleagues, and handling missing persons cases with greater
efficiency—and potentially greater certainty. Among the Handbook’s topics: A profile of missing
persons: some key findings for police officers. -Missing persons investigations and identification:
issues of scale, infrastructure, and political will. -Pregnancy and parenting among runaway and
homeless young women. -Estimating the appearance of the missing: forensic age progression in the
search for missing persons. ‘The use of trace evidence in missing persons investigations. -The
Investigation of historic missing persons cases: genocide and “conflict time” human rights abuses.
The depth and scope of its expertise make the Handbook of Missing Persons useful for criminal
justice and forensic professionals, health care and mental health professionals, social scientists,
legal professionals, policy leaders, community leaders, and military personnel, as well as for the
general public.

forensic anthropology case studies: Legacies of Violence in Contemporary Spain Ofelia
Ferran, Lisa Hilbink, 2016-07-15 This book provides a comprehensive, interdisciplinary study of the
multiple legacies of Francoist violence in contemporary Spain, with a special focus on the
exhumations of mass graves from the Civil War and post-war era. The various contributions frame
their study within a broader reflection on the nature, function and legacies of state-sanctioned
violence in its many forms. Offering perspectives from fields as varied as history, political science,
literary and cultural studies, forensic and cultural anthropology, international human rights law,
sociology, and art, this volume explores the multifaceted nature of a society’s reckoning with past
violence. It speaks not only to those interested in contemporary Spain and Western Europe, but also
to those studying issues of transitional and post-transitional justice in other national and regional
contexts.
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