farewell to manzanar analysis

farewell to manzanar analysis offers an in-depth exploration of Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James
D. Houston’s powerful memoir that chronicles the Japanese American internment experience during
World War Il. This analysis delves into the historical context, key themes, character development, and
literary techniques employed in the narrative. Through a detailed examination of the memoir’s portrayal
of identity, family dynamics, resilience, and the impact of racial prejudice, this article provides a
comprehensive understanding of its significance in American literature and history. The analysis also
considers the memoir’s structure and tone, highlighting how these elements contribute to the reader’s
engagement and empathy. By exploring these facets, the article aids in appreciating the enduring
relevance of Farewell to Manzanar in discussions about civil rights and cultural heritage. The following
sections will guide readers through a systematic breakdown of the work’s major components and their

implications.
¢ Historical Context and Background
e Thematic Exploration
e Character Analysis

e Literary Techniques and Style

¢ Impact and Legacy

Historical Context and Background



The foundation of any thorough farewell to manzanar analysis rests on understanding the historical
circumstances surrounding the Japanese American internment during World War Il. After the attack on
Pearl Harbor in 1941, the U.S. government forcibly relocated approximately 120,000 Japanese
Americans from the West Coast to internment camps. Manzanar was one of the ten camps established
for this purpose. The memoir recounts this period from the perspective of Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston,
who was seven years old when she and her family were sent to Manzanar, providing a personal lens

on a dark chapter of American history.

Japanese American Internment

The internment policy was driven by wartime hysteria, racial prejudice, and a failure of political
leadership. Executive Order 9066 authorized the exclusion of all persons of Japanese ancestry from
designated military areas, leading to mass displacement. Manzanar, located in California’s Owens
Valley, became a symbol of this injustice. The camp was surrounded by barbed wire and guarded by

soldiers, reflecting the loss of freedom experienced by internees.

Author’s Personal Background

Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston’s family history and personal experiences are central to the narrative. Born
to Japanese immigrant parents, Jeanne’s life was profoundly shaped by the turmoil of internment. Her
memoir provides an intimate account of how the government’s actions affected not only individuals but
entire families and communities, offering valuable insight into the social and psychological impact of

the camps.

Thematic Exploration



A critical farewell to manzanar analysis must address the prominent themes woven throughout the
memoir. These themes illuminate the broader messages the authors convey about identity, resilience,

injustice, and cultural conflict.

Identity and Assimilation

The memoir explores the complex struggle of Japanese Americans to maintain their cultural identity
while assimilating into American society. Jeanne’s experiences reflect a tension between pride in her
heritage and the desire to fit in with her peers. This duality is a recurring theme, revealing the

challenges of bicultural identity under the strain of discrimination and displacement.

Family and Community Dynamics

Family relationships and community bonds serve as pillars of strength amid the hardships of
internment. The memoir details how Jeanne’s family adapted to life in Manzanar, highlighting the roles
of each member and the shifting dynamics caused by incarceration. The narrative emphasizes the

importance of solidarity and support in overcoming adversity.

Resilience and Survival

The theme of resilience permeates the memoir, showcasing the internees’ ability to endure physical
and emotional hardship. Despite the oppressive conditions, many internees, including Jeanne’s family,
found ways to assert their dignity and hope for the future. This resilience underscores the human

spirit’s capacity to withstand injustice.



Racial Prejudice and Injustice

Farewell to Manzanar confronts the realities of racial prejudice and governmental injustice that led to
internment. The memoir serves as a testimony to the violation of civil liberties and the lasting scars of
discrimination. It encourages readers to reflect on the consequences of racism and the importance of

safeguarding constitutional rights.

Character Analysis

The farewell to manzanar analysis also focuses on the development and portrayal of key characters,
particularly Jeanne Wakatsuki and her family members. Their experiences provide a human dimension

to historical events, making the narrative relatable and impactful.

Jeanne Wakatsuki

As the memoir’s narrator, Jeanne’s growth from a confused child to a reflective adult is central to the
story. Her evolving understanding of her identity, family, and the injustices they face shapes the
memoir’s emotional core. Jeanne’s perspective invites readers to witness the personal ramifications of

internment on an individual level.

Papa (Ko Wakatsuki)

Jeanne’s father is a complex figure whose pride and struggles embody the challenges faced by many
internees. His initial resistance to the camp’s conditions and eventual adaptation illustrate themes of
dignity and resilience. Papa’s character also highlights the strain internment placed on traditional family

roles and authority.



Other Family Members

The memoir offers insights into the experiences of Jeanne’s mother, siblings, and extended family,
each contributing to the portrayal of community life within Manzanar. Their varied reactions to

internment underscore the diverse ways individuals cope with oppression and uncertainty.

Literary Techniques and Style

Analyzing the literary techniques in farewell to manzanar reveals how the authors effectively convey
their message and engage the reader. The memoir employs a range of stylistic elements that enhance

its emotional resonance and historical authenticity.

Narrative Structure

The memoir is structured chronologically, interspersed with reflective commentary from adult Jeanne.
This dual timeline allows the authors to juxtapose childhood innocence with mature understanding,

deepening the reader’s comprehension of the internment’s impact.

Use of Imagery and Symbolism

Vivid imagery brings the harsh environment of Manzanar to life, from the barracks to the surrounding
desert. Symbolic elements, such as the barbed wire fences and the “Manzanar riot,” represent

confinement and resistance. These literary devices enrich the narrative by adding layers of meaning.



Tone and Language

The tone balances candidness with sensitivity, reflecting both the trauma and hope present in the
story. The language is accessible yet evocative, enabling a wide audience to connect with the

memoir’s themes and experiences.

Impact and Legacy

The farewell to manzanar analysis would be incomplete without considering the memoir’s lasting
influence on literature, education, and social awareness. Since its publication, the book has become a

seminal work in Asian American studies and civil rights discourse.

Educational Significance

Farewell to Manzanar is widely used in academic settings to teach about the Japanese American
internment and broader issues of racial injustice. Its personal narrative format helps students

empathize with historical events that might otherwise seem distant or abstract.

Contribution to Asian American Literature

The memoir is a pioneering work in Asian American literature, providing visibility to a marginalized
community’s history. It has inspired subsequent generations of writers to explore themes of identity,

displacement, and resilience.



Social and Political Influence

The book has played a role in raising public awareness about the injustices suffered by Japanese
Americans, contributing to discussions that led to government apologies and reparations. It remains a
powerful reminder of the consequences of prejudice and the importance of vigilance in protecting civil

rights.

e Historical background of Japanese American internment
e Themes of identity, family, and resilience

¢ Character development and personal narratives

e Literary style and narrative techniques

¢ Cultural impact and educational importance

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Farewell to Manzanar?

The central theme of Farewell to Manzanar is the impact of internment on Japanese American identity

and the struggle for resilience and acceptance in the face of injustice.

How does Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston portray the experience of



internment in Farewell to Manzanar?

Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston portrays internment through a personal and emotional narrative that
highlights the loss of freedom, the breakdown of family dynamics, and the resilience of internees,

providing a human perspective on historical events.

What role does family play in Farewell to Manzanar?

Family plays a crucial role as both a source of strength and conflict in Farewell to Manzanar,
illustrating how internment affected familial relationships and how the Wakatsuki family coped with

adversity together.

How does Farewell to Manzanar address issues of identity and
assimilation?

Farewell to Manzanar explores identity and assimilation by showing Jeanne's struggle to reconcile her
Japanese heritage with her American upbringing, highlighting the challenges faced by Japanese

Americans in maintaining cultural identity while adapting to American society.

What literary techniques are used in Farewell to Manzanar to enhance
the narrative?

Farewell to Manzanar employs memoir-style narration, vivid imagery, and reflective commentary, which
together create an intimate and engaging account that deepens readers' understanding of the

internment experience and its lasting effects.

Additional Resources

1. Farewell to Manzanar: A True Story of Japanese American Experience
This book provides an in-depth analysis of Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston's memoir, exploring the

historical context of Japanese American internment during World War Il. It delves into themes of



identity, resilience, and family dynamics within the Manzanar camp. The analysis also highlights the

memoir’s impact on contemporary discussions about civil rights and racial discrimination in America.

2. Voices from Manzanar: Understanding Japanese American Internment

This title collects various perspectives and testimonies from internees at Manzanar, complementing the
narrative found in Farewell to Manzanar. It examines the psychological and social effects of internment
on Japanese American families. The book offers critical reflections on how these experiences shaped

subsequent generations.

3. Memory and Identity in Farewell to Manzanar

Focusing on the themes of memory and identity, this book analyzes how Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston
reconstructs her personal and cultural identity through her memoir. It discusses the role of storytelling
in preserving history and addressing trauma. The work also considers the memoir’s contribution to

Asian American literature.

4. The Historical Context of Farewell to Manzanar

This book situates Farewell to Manzanar within the broader historical events of World War Il and
Japanese American internment policies. It provides background on Executive Order 9066 and its
implications. Readers gain a comprehensive understanding of the political and social forces that

shaped the experiences depicted in the memoir.

5. Resilience and Resistance in Japanese American Internment Narratives
This analysis explores themes of resilience and resistance as portrayed in Farewell to Manzanar and
other internment narratives. It examines how internees maintained dignity and hope despite harsh

conditions. The book also discusses acts of cultural preservation and subtle defiance within the camps.

6. The Role of Family in Farewell to Manzanar

Centering on family dynamics, this book analyzes the Wakatsuki family relationships and their
evolution throughout the internment experience. It highlights the strains and solidarities that emerge
under confinement. The study reveals how family bonds serve as both a source of strength and

conflict in the memoir.



7. Race, Citizenship, and Identity in Farewell to Manzanar

This work delves into the complex issues of race and citizenship raised by the memoir. It discusses
the challenges faced by Japanese Americans in asserting their identity and loyalty in a society marked
by prejudice. The book provides critical insights into the intersection of race, law, and national

belonging.

8. Psychological Impact of Internment: Insights from Farewell to Manzanar
Focusing on the psychological dimensions, this analysis explores the emotional and mental health
effects of internment as depicted in the memoir. It addresses themes of trauma, shame, and healing.

The book also considers therapeutic approaches to understanding and coping with historical injustice.

9. Comparative Studies of Japanese American Internment Literature
This book compares Farewell to Manzanar with other literary works on Japanese American internment.
It highlights differing narrative styles, themes, and authorial perspectives. The comparative approach

enriches readers’ understanding of the genre and its significance in American literature.

Farewell To Manzanar Analysis
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farewell to manzanar analysis: Farewell to Manzanar (SparkNotes Literature Guide)
SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 Farewell to Manzanar (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Jeanne Wakatsuki
Houston Making the reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere,
SparkNotes is a new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster.Geared to what today's students
need to know, SparkNotes provides:chapter-by-chapter analysis explanations of key themes, motifs,
and symbols a review quiz and essay topics Lively and accessible, these guides are perfect for
late-night studying and writing papers.

farewell to manzanar analysis: CliffsNotes on Houston's Farewell to Manzanar Mei Li
Robinson, 2007-08-20 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer a look into key elements and ideas
within classic works of literature. CliffsNotes on Farewell to Manzanar explores the autobiographical
childhood memories of the author’s wartime incarceration in a Japanese-American internment camp.
Following the first-person story of American-born Jeanne Wakatsuki, who was 7 years old when her
family was forced into confinement with 10,000 other Asian-Americans after the bombing of Pearl
Harbor, this study guide provides summaries and critical commentaries for each chapter within a
narrative that spans three decades. Other features that help you figure out this important work
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include Author background, including coverage of Jeanne’s healing return to Manzanar Introduction
to the novel, with historical perspective Critical essays on style, settings, and themes Character
analyses of Jeanne Wakatsuki and her parents Review section that features suggested essay topics
Classic literature or modern-day treasure — you'll understand it all with expert information and
insight from CliffsNotes study guides.

farewell to manzanar analysis: Farewell to Manzanar BookCaps Study Guides Staff,
2012-04-24 The perfect companion to Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston's Farewell to Manzanar, this study
guide contains a chapter by chapter analysis of the book, a summary of the plot, and a guide to
major characters and themes.BookCap Study Guides do not contain text from the actual book, and
are not meant to be purchased as alternatives to reading the book.

farewell to manzanar analysis: Farewell to Manzanar Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, Ross
Gregory Douthat, Brian Phillips, 2003 A Japanese-American woman looks back on life at an
internment camp during World War II and tells of how the fear, confusion, and ultimate dignity of
the people there shaped her life. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.

farewell to manzanar analysis: Ecocriticism and Asian American Literature Begona
Simal-Gonzalez, 2020-01-24 Ecocriticism and Asian American Literature: Gold Mountains,
Weedflowers, and Murky Globes offers an ecocritical reinterpretation of Asian American literature.
The book considers more than a century of Asian American writing, from Eaton’s Mrs. Spring
Fragrance (1912) to Ozeki's A Tale for the Time Being (2013), through an ecocritical lens. The
volume explores the most relevant landmarks in Asian American literature: the first-contact
narratives written by Bulosan, Kingston, Mukherjee, and Jen; the controversial texts published by
Sui Sin Far (Edith Eaton) at the time of the Yellow Peril; the rise of cultural nationalism in the 1970s
and 1980s, illustrated by Wong’s Homebase and Kingston’s China Men; old and recent examples of
“internment literature” dealing with the incarceration of Japanese Americans during WWII (Sone,
Houston, Miyake, Kadohata); and the new trends in Asian American literature since the 1990s,
exemplified by Yamashita’s and Ozeki’s novels, which explore the challenges of our transnational,
transnatural era. Begofia Simal-Gonzalez’s ecocritical readings of these texts provide crucial
interdisciplinary insights, addressing and analyzing important narratives within Asian American
culture and literature.

farewell to manzanar analysis: Cultural Landscape Report , 2006 In 1942, the United States
government ordered more than 110,000 men, women, and children to leave their homes and
detained them in remote, military-style camps. Manzanar War Relocation Center was one of ten
camps where Japanese American citizens and resident Japanese aliens were interned during World
War II. This book is about the site and its history.

farewell to manzanar analysis: Farewell to Manzanar BookCaps Study Guides Staff, 2011 The
perfect companion to Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston’s Farewell to Manzanar, this study guide contains a
chapter by chapter analysis of the book, a summary of the plot, and a guide to major characters and
themes. BookCap Study Guides do not contain text from the actual book, and are not meant to be
purchased as alternatives to reading the book.

farewell to manzanar analysis: Memorials Matter Jennifer K Ladino, 2019-02-06 From the
sculptured peaks of Mount Rushmore to the Coloradan prairie lands at Sand Creek to the idyllic
islands of the Pacific, the West’s signature environments add a new dimension to the study of
memorials. In such diverse and often dramatic landscapes, how do the natural and built
environments shape our emotions? In Memorials Matter, author Jennifer Ladino investigates the
natural and physical environments of seven diverse National Park Service (NPS) sites in the
American West and how they influence emotions about historical conflict and national identity.
Chapters center around the region’s diverse inhabitants (Mexican, Chinese, Japanese, African, and
Native Americans) and the variously traumatic histories these groups endured—histories of
oppression, exploitation, incarceration, slavery, and genocide. Drawing on material ecocritical
theory, Ladino emphasizes the ideological and political importance of memorials and how they evoke
visceral responses that are not always explicitly “storied,” but nevertheless matter in powerful ways.



In this unique blend of narrative scholarship and critical theory, Ladino demonstrates how these
memorial sites and their surrounding landscapes, combined with written texts, generate emotion
and shape our collective memory of traumatic events. She urges us to consider our everyday
environments and to become attuned to features and feelings we might have otherwise overlooked.

farewell to manzanar analysis: Asian American Autobiographers Guiyou Huang,
2001-05-30 Asian Americans have made many significant contributions to industry, science, politics,
and the arts. At the same time, they have made great sacrifices and endured enormous hardships.
This reference examines autobiographies and memoirs written by Asian Americans in the twentieth
century. Included are alphabetically arranged entries on 60 major autobiographers of Asian descent.
Some of these, such as Meena Alexander and Maxine Hong Kingston, are known primarily for their
writings; others, such as Daniel K. Inouye, are known largely for other achievements, which they
have chronicled in their autobiographies. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and
provides a reliable account of the autobiographer's life; reviews major autobiographical works and
themes, including fictionalized autobiographies and autobiographical novels; presents a meticulously
researched account of the critical reception of these works; and closes with a bibliography of
primary and secondary sources. An introductory essay considers the history and development of
autobiography in American literature and culture and discusses issues and themes vital to Asian
American autobiographies and memoirs, such as family, diaspora, nationhood, identity, cultural
assimilation, racial dynamics, and the formation of the Asian American literary canon. The volume
closes with a selected bibliography.

farewell to manzanar analysis: Fevered Measures John Mckiernan-Gonzalez, 2012-08-29 In
Fevered Measures, John Mckiernan-Gonzalez examines public health campaigns along the
Texas-Mexico border between 1848 and 1942 and reveals the changing medical and political
frameworks U.S. health authorities used when facing the threat of epidemic disease. The medical
borders created by these officials changed with each contagion and sometimes varied from the
existing national borders. Federal officers sought to distinguish Mexican citizens from U.S. citizens,
a process troubled by the deeply interconnected nature of border communities. Mckiernan-Gonzalez
uncovers forgotten or ignored cases in which Mexicans, Mexican Americans, African Americans, and
other groups were subject to—and sometimes agents of—quarantines, inspections, detentions, and
forced-treatment regimens. These cases illustrate the ways that medical encounters shaped border
identities before and after the Mexican Revolution. Mckiernan-Gonzalez also maintains that the
threat of disease provided a venue to destabilize identity at the border, enacted processes of
racialization, and re-legitimized the power of U.S. policymakers. He demonstrates how this complex
history continues to shape and frame contemporary perceptions of the Latino body today.

farewell to manzanar analysis: Children and Families in the Social Environment James
Garbarino, 2017-07-12 The first edition of this volume successfully applied Bronfenbrenner's
micro-systems taxonomy to childrearing and family life. Emphasizing how forces in the environment
influence children's behavior, Garbarino has staked out an intermediate position between the
psychoanalytic and the systems approach to human development. Taking cognizance of new
research and of changes in American society, Garbarino has once again carefully analyzed the
importance of children's social relationships. For this wholly revised second edition, he has
incorporated a greater emphasis on ethnic, cultural, and racial issues.

farewell to manzanar analysis: Racial Castration David L. Eng, 2001-03-20 A psychoanalytic
study that argues for the centrality of sexuality in the construction of Asian-American identity, and of
racial identity in general.

farewell to manzanar analysis: Finding Solace in the Soil Bonnie ]. Clark, 2020-12-07
Finding Solace in the Soil tells the largely unknown story of the gardens of Amache, the War
Relocation Authority incarceration camp in Colorado. Combining physical evidence with oral
histories and archival data and enriched by the personal photographs and memories of former
Amache incarcerees, the book describes how gardeners cultivated community in confinement.
Before incarceration, many at Amache had been farmers, gardeners, or nursery workers. Between



1942 and 1945, they applied their horticultural expertise to the difficult high plains landscape of
southeastern Colorado. At Amache they worked to form microclimates, reduce blowing sand, grow
better food, and achieve stability and preserve community at a time of dehumanizing dispossession.
In this book archaeologist Bonnie ]J. Clark examines botanical data like seeds, garden-related
artifacts, and other material evidence found at Amache, as well as oral histories from survivors and
archival data including personal letters and government records, to recount how the prisoners of
Amache transformed the harsh military setting of the camp into something resembling a town. She
discusses the varieties of gardens found at the site, their place within Japanese and Japanese
American horticultural traditions, and innovations brought about by the creative use of limited camp
resources. The gardens were regarded by the incarcerees as a gift to themselves and to each other.
And they were also, it turns out, a gift to the future as repositories of generational knowledge where
a philosophical stance toward nature was made manifest through innovation and horticultural skill.
Framing the gardens and gardeners of Amache within the larger context of the incarceration of
Japanese Americans and of recent scholarship on displacement and confinement, Finding Solace in
the Soil will be of interest to gardeners, historical archaeologists, landscape archaeologists, cultural
anthropologists, and scholars of Japanese American history and horticultural history.

farewell to manzanar analysis: A Companion to the American West William Deverell,
2008-04-15 A Companion to the American West is a rigorous, illuminating introduction to the history
of the American West. Twenty-five essays by expert scholars synthesize the best and most
provocative work in the field and provide a comprehensive overview of themes and historiography.
Covers the culture, politics, and environment of the American West through periods of migration,
settlement, and modernization Discusses Native Americans and their conflicts and integration with
American settlers

farewell to manzanar analysis: Teaching Comics and Graphic Narratives Lan Dong,
2014-01-10 The essays in this collection discuss how comics and graphic narratives can be useful
primary texts and learning tools in college and university classes across different disciplines. There
are six sections: American Studies, Ethnic Studies, Women's and Gender Studies, Cultural Studies,
Genre Studies, and Composition, Rhetoric and Communication. With a combination of practical and
theoretical investigations, the book brings together discussions among teacher-scholars to advance
the scholarship on teaching comics and graphic narratives--and provides scholars with useful
references, critical approaches, and particular case studies.

farewell to manzanar analysis: Rhetorical Listening Krista Ratcliffe, 2005 Long ignored
within rhetoric and composition studies, listening has returned to the disciplinary radar. Rhetorical
Listening: Identification, Gender, Whiteness argues that rhetorical listening facilitates conscious
identifications needed for cross-cultural communication.

farewell to manzanar analysis: Love Dances SanSan Kwan, 2021-09-07 Love Dances: Loss and
Mourning in Intercultural Collaboration explores global relationality within the realm of intercultural
collaboration in contemporary dance. Author SanSan Kwan looks specifically at duets, focusing on
East West pairings, and how dance artists from different cultural and movement backgrounds -Asia,
the Asian diaspora, Europe, and the United States; trained in contemporary dance, hip hop,
flamenco, Thai classical dance, kabuki, and butoh - find ways to collaborate. Kwan acknowledges the
forces of dissension, prejudice, and violence present in any contact zone, but ultimately asserts that
choreographic invention across difference can be an act of love in the face of loss and serve as a
model for difficult, imaginative, compassionate global affiliation. Love Dances contends that the
practice and performance of dance serves as a revelatory site for working across culture.
Body-to-body interaction on the stage carries the potential to model everyday encounters across
difference in the world.

farewell to manzanar analysis: History Repeats Itself in the Classroom, Too! Gregory
Gray, Jennifer Donnelly, 2014-04-01 The best history/social studies classes are those in which
students act as historians, political scientists, and economists. The best teachers are those who
model “discipline-specific expertise.” There is an effective formula for achieving the Common Core




State Standards’ goal of college and career readiness in history/social studies: Establish the
foundation for future academic work, subject area knowledge and skill developmentTake deliberate
advantage of students prior knowledge of those topics taught multiple times from elementary school
through high school Increase the complexity of reading materials in these subjects as they are
covered in subsequent coursesDevelop a multi-year plan to vertically spiral writing and speaking
skills towards producing work that demonstrates thinking commensurate with college and career
readinessThis resource book is intended for both new and experienced teachers. School-site
departments and district curriculum specialists will find this book useful. In addition, this book will
be an excellent supplement for university methods instructors interested in helping their student
teachers meet the goals of the Common Core State Standards.

farewell to manzanar analysis: The Oxford Companion to Twentieth-Century Literature in
English Jenny Stringer, 1996-09-26 This is a unique new reference book to English-language writers
and writing throughout the present century, in all major genres and from all around the world - from
Joseph Conrad to Will Self, Virginia Woolf to David Mamet, Ezra Pound to Peter Carey, James Joyce
to Amy Tan. The survivors of the Victorian age who feature in The Oxford Companion to
Twentieth-Century Literature in English - writers such as Thomas Hardy, Olive Schreiner,
Rabindranath Tagore, Henry James - could hardly have imagined how richly diverse " Literature in
English' would become by the end of the century. Fiction, plays, poetry, and a whole range of
non-fictional writing are celebrated in this informative, readable, and catholic reference book, which
includes entries on literary movements, periodicals, and over 400 individual works, as well as
articles on some 2,400 authors. All the great literary figures are included, whether American or
Australian, British, Irish, or Indian, African or Canadian or Caribbean - among them Samuel Beckett,
Edith Wharton, Patrick White, T. S. Eliot, Derek Walcott, D. H. Lawrence, Tennessee Williams,
Vladimir Nabokov, Wole Soyinka, Sylvia Plath - as well as a wealth of less obviously canonical
writers, from Anais Nin to L. M. Montgomery, Bob Dylan to Terry Pratchett. The book comes right
up to date with contemporary figures such as Toni Morrison, Ben Okri, Salman Rushdie, Carol
Shields, Tim Winton, Nadine Gordimer, Vikram Seth, Don Delillo, and many others. Title entries
range from Aaron's Rod to The Zoo Story; topics from Angry Young Men, Bestsellers, and Concrete
Poetry to Soap Opera, Vietnam Writing, and Westerns. A lively introduction by John Sutherland
highlights the various and sometimes contradictory canons that have emerged over the century, and
the increasingly international sources of writing in English which the Companion records. Catering
for all literary tastes, this is the most comprehensive single-volume guide to modern (and
postmodern) literature.

farewell to manzanar analysis: Japanese American Internment during World War II Wendy
Ng, 2001-12-30 The internment of thousands of Japanese Americans during World War II is one of
the most shameful episodes in American history. This history and reference guide will help students
and other interested readers to understand the history of this action and its reinterpretation in
recent years, but it will also help readers to understand the Japanese American wartime experience
through the words of those who were interned. Why did the U.S. government take this extraordinary
action? How was the evacuation and resettlement handled? How did Japanese Americans feel on
being asked to leave their homes and live in what amounted to concentration camps? How did they
respond, and did they resist? What developments have taken place in the last twenty years that have
reevaluated this wartime action? A variety of materials is provided to assist readers in
understanding the internment experience. Six interpretive essays examine key aspects of the event
and provide new interpretations based on the most recent scholarship. Essays include: - A short
narrative history of the Japanese in America before World War II - The evacuation - Life within
barbed wire-the assembly and relocation centers - The question of loyalty-Japanese Americans in the
military and draft resisters - Legal challenges to the evacuation and internment - After the
war-resettlement and redress A chronology of events, 26 biographical profiles of important figures,
the text of 10 key primary documents--from Executive Order 9066, which authorized the internment
camps, to first-person accounts of the internment experience--a glossary of terms, and an annotative



bibliography of recommended print sources and web sites provide ready reference value. Every
library should update its resources on World War II with this history and reference guide.
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