
environmental colonialism

environmental colonialism is a critical concept that examines the intersection of environmental degradation
and colonial power dynamics. It refers to the practice where wealthy or powerful nations exploit the
natural resources of less developed countries, often leading to environmental harm and social injustices.
This phenomenon extends beyond traditional colonialism, embedding itself in modern environmental
policies and economic systems that disproportionately impact Indigenous peoples and marginalized
communities. Understanding environmental colonialism requires exploring its historical roots,
contemporary manifestations, and the socio-political implications it entails. This article delves into the
definition, causes, examples, and consequences of environmental colonialism, offering a comprehensive
overview of this pressing global issue. The following sections will provide an in-depth analysis of key
aspects related to environmental colonialism and its role in shaping environmental justice debates.

Definition and Historical Context of Environmental Colonialism

Mechanisms and Drivers of Environmental Colonialism

Impact on Indigenous Communities and Biodiversity

Case Studies Illustrating Environmental Colonialism

Responses and Strategies to Combat Environmental Colonialism

Definition and Historical Context of Environmental Colonialism
Environmental colonialism is a form of domination where the natural resources and ecosystems of one
region, typically inhabited by Indigenous or marginalized populations, are exploited by external powers.
This exploitation often results in ecological degradation and the displacement of local communities.
Historically, environmental colonialism emerged alongside traditional colonialism during the 15th to 20th
centuries, when European powers expanded their territories and extracted resources across the Americas,
Africa, Asia, and Oceania. The imposition of colonial governments disrupted indigenous land management
practices and introduced extractive industries that prioritized profit over sustainability.

The legacy of environmental colonialism persists in contemporary global relations, where resource-rich
developing countries continue to face exploitation by multinational corporations and foreign governments.
These dynamics often perpetuate economic dependency and environmental harm, reinforcing systemic
inequalities that echo colonial-era patterns.



Mechanisms and Drivers of Environmental Colonialism
Environmental colonialism operates through various mechanisms that facilitate the extraction of natural
resources and control of ecosystems. Key drivers include economic globalization, international trade policies,
and the demand for commodities such as minerals, timber, and fossil fuels. These factors create incentives
for powerful actors to exploit vulnerable regions under weak governance or legal protections.

Economic Exploitation and Resource Extraction
One primary mechanism is the establishment of extractive industries that prioritize short-term economic
gains over environmental sustainability. These industries often involve mining, logging, agriculture, and
fossil fuel extraction, which lead to habitat destruction, pollution, and loss of biodiversity. Economic
exploitation under environmental colonialism also includes land grabbing, where large tracts of land are
acquired by foreign investors for monoculture plantations or infrastructure projects.

Policy and Legal Frameworks
International policies and agreements sometimes reinforce environmental colonialism by favoring corporate
interests and limiting the sovereignty of developing nations over their natural resources. Trade
agreements, intellectual property rights, and environmental regulations can constrain local communities'
ability to protect their lands and traditional knowledge.

Trade liberalization facilitating resource exports

Weak environmental regulations in developing countries

Intellectual property laws restricting indigenous knowledge use

Unequal power relations in international negotiations

Impact on Indigenous Communities and Biodiversity
Environmental colonialism disproportionately affects Indigenous peoples and local communities who rely
on natural ecosystems for their livelihoods, culture, and identity. The disruption of traditional land use and
resource management practices often leads to social dislocation and loss of cultural heritage. Additionally,
environmental degradation caused by resource extraction threatens biodiversity and ecosystem services
critical to global ecological health.



Displacement and Social Injustice
Many Indigenous groups face forced displacement due to mining projects, deforestation, or infrastructure
development initiated by foreign entities. This loss of land undermines community autonomy and
exacerbates poverty and marginalization. Social injustices linked to environmental colonialism include
inadequate compensation, lack of consultation, and violation of human rights.

Ecological Consequences
The environmental impacts of colonial resource exploitation include deforestation, soil erosion, water
pollution, and species extinction. These effects not only degrade local environments but also contribute to
global challenges such as climate change and biodiversity loss. The destruction of biodiverse habitats
undermines ecosystem resilience and the provision of essential services like clean air, water, and food
security.

Case Studies Illustrating Environmental Colonialism
Concrete examples of environmental colonialism can be found in various regions worldwide where
resource extraction and environmental policies have marginalized Indigenous populations and harmed
ecosystems. These case studies highlight the ongoing relevance and complexity of environmental
colonialism in the 21st century.

Amazon Rainforest and Indigenous Rights
The Amazon rainforest, home to numerous Indigenous groups, has been subject to extensive deforestation
driven by logging, agriculture, and mining. External actors often disregard Indigenous land claims, leading
to environmental degradation and cultural loss. The exploitation of the Amazon's resources exemplifies how
environmental colonialism undermines Indigenous sovereignty and global ecological stability.

Mining in Africa
In many African countries, foreign mining companies extract valuable minerals such as gold, diamonds, and
cobalt. These operations frequently result in environmental pollution, displacement of communities, and
weak enforcement of environmental standards. The extraction benefits multinational corporations more
than local populations, perpetuating a cycle of environmental colonialism and economic inequality.

Oil Extraction in the Arctic
Oil exploration in the Arctic region impacts Indigenous communities and fragile ecosystems. Despite the
environmental risks posed by drilling and increased shipping traffic, powerful nations and corporations
pursue Arctic resources, often sidelining Indigenous voices and disregarding ecological concerns.



Responses and Strategies to Combat Environmental Colonialism
Addressing environmental colonialism requires multifaceted strategies that promote environmental justice,
Indigenous rights, and sustainable development. Various stakeholders, including governments, NGOs, and
Indigenous organizations, have developed approaches to counteract colonial environmental practices.

Recognition of Indigenous Land Rights
Securing legal recognition and protection of Indigenous territories is a fundamental step toward mitigating
environmental colonialism. Land tenure rights empower communities to manage resources sustainably and
resist exploitative projects.

Environmental Justice Movements
Grassroots and international environmental justice movements advocate for equitable resource governance
and highlight the disproportionate impacts of environmental harm on marginalized groups. These
movements emphasize the need for inclusive decision-making processes and respect for traditional
ecological knowledge.

Sustainable and Ethical Resource Management
Promoting sustainable development models that prioritize ecological integrity and social equity can reduce
the harmful effects of environmental colonialism. This includes supporting community-led conservation
initiatives, enforcing environmental regulations, and developing fair trade practices.

Empower Indigenous communities through legal frameworks1.

Strengthen environmental policies and enforcement2.

Increase transparency and accountability in resource extraction3.

Foster international cooperation for sustainable development4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is environmental colonialism?
Environmental colonialism refers to the exploitation and degradation of natural resources in developing
countries by more powerful nations or corporations, often continuing patterns of historical colonialism.



How does environmental colonialism impact indigenous communities?
Environmental colonialism often leads to the displacement, marginalization, and loss of livelihoods for
indigenous communities, as their lands and resources are exploited without their consent.

What are some examples of environmental colonialism?
Examples include multinational corporations extracting minerals or timber from African, Latin American,
or Southeast Asian countries, often causing environmental damage and social disruption.

How is environmental colonialism linked to climate change?
Environmental colonialism contributes to climate change by enabling resource extraction and pollution in
vulnerable regions, while those regions often bear the brunt of climate impacts despite contributing least to
global emissions.

What role do developed countries play in environmental colonialism?
Developed countries often drive environmental colonialism by investing in resource extraction projects
abroad, imposing economic policies, and benefiting from the exploitation of natural resources in less
developed nations.

Can environmental colonialism be seen in current global trade practices?
Yes, global trade practices can perpetuate environmental colonialism by prioritizing resource extraction and
export from developing countries, often under unfair conditions that harm local environments and
economies.

What are some strategies to combat environmental colonialism?
Strategies include supporting indigenous land rights, implementing fair trade practices, promoting
environmental justice, enforcing stricter regulations on multinational corporations, and fostering sustainable
development.

How does environmental colonialism affect biodiversity?
Environmental colonialism often leads to habitat destruction, pollution, and overexploitation of species,
resulting in significant loss of biodiversity in affected regions.

What is the connection between environmental colonialism and
environmental justice?
Environmental colonialism is a critical issue within environmental justice, as it highlights how



marginalized communities disproportionately suffer from environmental harm caused by external powers
exploiting their natural resources.

Additional Resources
1. Environmental Colonialism: The Ecological Impact of Imperial Expansion
This book explores the historical relationship between colonial powers and environmental exploitation. It
highlights how imperialist policies systematically altered landscapes, depleted natural resources, and
marginalized indigenous ecological knowledge. Through case studies from Africa, Asia, and the Americas,
the author reveals the long-term consequences of colonial environmental practices.

2. Green Imperialism: Nature and Power in the Age of Empire
"Green Imperialism" examines the intersection of environmentalism and colonialism, focusing on how
colonial powers justified resource extraction under the guise of conservation. The book discusses how
ecological narratives were used to control both land and native populations. It also critiques the legacy of
these practices in contemporary environmental conflicts.

3. Colonial Ecologies: Environmental Histories of the British Empire
This volume analyzes the British Empire's environmental policies and their effects on colonized regions. It
delves into the transformation of ecosystems caused by plantation agriculture, deforestation, and mining.
The author also considers indigenous resistance and adaptation to these imposed ecological changes.

4. Extracting Empire: Resource Exploitation and Environmental Change in Colonial Contexts
Focusing on resource extraction industries like mining and logging, this book investigates the
environmental degradation wrought by colonial enterprises. It argues that colonial extraction was not just
economic but also deeply ecological, reshaping landscapes and social structures. The narratives include
voices of indigenous communities affected by these activities.

5. Eco-Colonialism and Indigenous Resistance
This book centers on indigenous responses to environmental colonialism, highlighting movements that
challenge ongoing ecological dispossession. It presents case studies from North America, Australia, and Latin
America, illustrating how indigenous groups reclaim environmental stewardship. The work underscores
the importance of traditional ecological knowledge in resisting colonial legacies.

6. Plantation Environments: Colonialism, Ecology, and the Making of the Caribbean
Examining the Caribbean, this book reveals how plantation economies transformed island ecologies through
monoculture and forced labor. It discusses the environmental and social consequences of colonial agricultural
practices. The author also explores the connections between ecological change and colonial power dynamics.

7. Water and Empire: Hydraulic Engineering and Environmental Control in Colonial India
This book investigates the role of water management projects in British colonial India, such as irrigation
canals and dams. It argues that these hydraulic interventions were tools of both environmental control and



political domination. The book assesses the ecological impacts and the disruption of traditional water systems.

8. Forests of Empire: Environmental Change and Colonial Rule in Southeast Asia
"Forests of Empire" explores the exploitation and management of tropical forests under colonial regimes in
Southeast Asia. It examines logging, plantation agriculture, and conservation efforts imposed by colonial
authorities. The book highlights the environmental transformations and their effects on indigenous
communities.

9. Postcolonial Ecologies: Environmental Justice and the Legacy of Colonialism
This work addresses the continuing environmental injustices rooted in colonial histories. It discusses how
postcolonial states grapple with ecological degradation and attempts to rectify colonial environmental harms.
The author advocates for integrating social justice and ecological restoration in postcolonial development
policies.

Environmental Colonialism
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  environmental colonialism: The Politics of Environment, a Profile Vandana Asthana, 1992
  environmental colonialism: Ecology, Climate and Empire Richard H. Grove, 1997 This
collection of essays from a pioneering scholar in the field of environmental history vividly
demonstrates that concerns about climate change are far from being a uniquely modern
phenomenon. Grove traces the origins of present-day environmental debates about soil erosion,
deforestation and climate change in the writings of early colonial administrators, doctors and
missionaries. He traces what is known and what can be inferred concerning historic El Nino events
centuries before the devastating 1997/98 instance. In an important and wide-ranging concluding
essay he analyses the general significance of 'marginal' land and its ecology in the history of popular
resistance movements.--Amazon.com.
  environmental colonialism: Colonialism, Development, and the Environment Pallavi V.
Das, 2016-03-14 This study explores the confluence of economy and ecology in British India,
showing that Britain initiated economic development strategies in India in order to efficiently extract
resources from it. It looks specifically at how state railway construction and forest conservation
efforts took on a cyclical, almost symbiotic relationship.
  environmental colonialism: Colonialism, Environment and Tribals in South India,1792-1947
Velayutham Saravanan, 2016-08-12 This book offers a bird’s eye view of the economic and
environmental history of the Indian peninsula during colonial era. It analyses the nature of colonial
land revenue policy, commercialisation of forest resources, consequences of coffee plantations,
intrusion into tribal private forests and tribal-controlled geographical regions, and disintegration of
their socio-cultural, political, administrative and judicial systems during the British Raj. It explores
the economic history of the region through regional and ‘non-market’ economies and addresses the
issues concerning local communities. Comprehensive, systematic and rich in archival material, this
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book will be useful to scholars and researchers in history, especially those concerned with economic
and environmental history.
  environmental colonialism: Disability, the Environment, and Colonialism Tatiana Konrad,
2024-08-02 Aligning discourses surrounding hegemonic colonial visions of the environment and
disability, this volume illustrates the ways in which colonial understandings of disability were and
continue to be defined by relationships with the environment, collectively creating a form of
eco-ableism that continues to this day--
  environmental colonialism: Ecology and Empire Tom Griffiths, 2019-07-30 No detailed
description available for Ecology and Empire.
  environmental colonialism: Environmental Postcolonialism Shubhanku Kochar, Anjum Khan,
2021-02-08 A 2022 Choice Reviews Outstanding Academic Title Environmental Postcolonialism: A
Literary Response is an academic investigation of the environmental repercussions of colonial
destruction. This volume addresses the complex interplay between postcolonialism and
environmental discourse through literature produced in the ex-colonies. This literature is read from
the standpoint of ex-colonies within their human and non-human context. The primary objective of
this volume is to scrutinize environmental concerns in the light of postcolonial theory, and so it
examines works of art from the twin perspective of eco-criticism and postcolonialism which
illuminates and underscores how colonizers destroyed and interfered with both nature and culture.
Through discussing the intersecting layers of ecocriticism and postcolonial criticism, the volume
gestures to new directions and generates a hopeful vision of a decolonized world.
  environmental colonialism: Landscape, Environment and Technology in Colonial and
Postcolonial Africa Toyin Falola, Emily Brownell, 2013-03 This volume explores the concepts of
environment and landscape in colonial and postcolonial discourse about Africa, analysing the points
of convergence and conflict between Western notions of pastoral Africa and the introduction of
colonial technology, scientific ideas, and capitalist agriculture.
  environmental colonialism: Environmental Hermeneutics in the Anthropocene David
Utsler, Forrest Clingerman, Brian Treanor, 2025-10-15 Environmental Hermeneutics in the
Anthropocene is a diverse collection of essays that approach contemporary environmental problems
with the tools and perspectives provided by the tradition of philosophical hermeneutics, advanced by
philosophers such as Martin Heidegger, Hans-Georg Gadamer, and Paul Ricoeur. Engaging both
established and new voices, this book presents a significant contribution to the field by expanding
the scope of philosophical hermeneutics to environmental issues. It addresses a broad scope of
environmental topics such as the Anthropocene, climate change, degrowth, environmental justice,
the limits of language in understanding nature, and environmental aesthetics in environmental
practice. Together, the chapters show the crisis of regional and global environmental problems to be
in part a crisis of interpretation. The ways that human beings understand their relationship to
environments shape and determine how to act and live within places. Yet the values and ideals that
different people have about their lived environments often come into conflict. Thus hermeneutics
plays an important role in environmental discourse: it helps adjudicate these conflicting
understandings. This collection of essays demonstrates the unique way that environmental
hermeneutics can be employed to understand environments in this age of the Anthropocene. It will
appeal to researchers and upper-level students in environmental humanities, environmental studies,
ethics and philosophy.
  environmental colonialism: Routledge Handbook of Latin America and the Environment
Beatriz Bustos, Salvatore Engel-Di Mauro, Gustavo García-López, Felipe Milanez, Diana Ojeda,
2023-05-31 The Routledge Handbook of Latin America and the Environment provides an in-depth
and accessible analysis and theorization of environmental issues in the region. It will help readers
make connections between Latin American and other regions’ perspectives, experiences, and
environmental concerns. Latin America has seen an acceleration of environmental degradation due
to the expansion of resource extraction and urban areas. This Handbook addresses Latin America
not only as an object of study, but also as a region with a long and profound history of critical



thinking on these themes. Furthermore, the Handbook departs from most treatments on the topic by
studying the environment as a social issue inextricably linked to politics, economy, and culture. The
Handbook will be an invaluable resource for those wanting not only to understand the issues, but
also to engage with ideas about environmental politics and social-ecological transformation. The
Handbook covers a broad range of topics organized according to three areas: physical geography,
ecology, and crucial environmental problems of the region. These are key theoretical and
methodological issues used to understand Latin America’s ecosocial contexts, and institutional and
grassroots practices related to more just and ecologically sustainable worlds. The Handbook will set
a research agenda for the near future and provide comprehensive research on most subregions
relative to environmental transformations, challenges, struggles and political processes. It stands as
a fresh and much needed state of the art introduction for researchers, scholars, post-graduates and
academic audiences on Latin American contributions to theorization, empirical research and
environmental practices.
  environmental colonialism: Greening International Law Philippe Sands, 1993 First Published
in 1993. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  environmental colonialism: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Business Ethics and Society
Robert W. Kolb, 2018-03-27 Thoroughly revised, updated, and expanded, The SAGE Encyclopedia of
Business Ethics and Society, Second Edition explores current topics, such as mass social media,
cookies, and cyber-attacks, as well as traditional issues including accounting, discrimination,
environmental concerns, and management. The new edition also includes an in-depth examination of
current and recent ethical affairs, such as the dangerous work environments of off-shore factories
for Western retailers, the negligence resulting in the 2010 BP oil spill, the gender wage gap, the
minimum wage debate and increasing income disparity, and the unparalleled level of debt in the
U.S. and other countries with the challenges it presents to many societies and the considerable
impact on the ethics of intergenerational wealth transfers. Key Features Include: Seven volumes,
available in both electronic and print formats, contain more than 1,200 signed entries by significant
figures in the field Cross-references and suggestions for further readings to guide students to
in-depth resources Thematic Reader′s Guide groups related entries by general topics Index allows
for thorough browse-and-search capabilities in the electronic edition
  environmental colonialism: Environmental Sustainability Fraser Smith, 2020-02-05 In
1994, representatives from all over the world met in Costa Rica to discuss the impact of ecological
economics on developing countries. That groundbreaking conference laid the foundation for this new
collection of research on environmental sustainability. While most discussions on sustainable
development focus on the industrialized nations, Environmental Sustainability: Practical Global
Applications takes a different angle: it presents the views of the developing countries themselves on
issues such as wildlife resources in Nambia, timber production in Costa Rica, property rights and
land reform in South Africa, and other steps being taken to implement environmentally sustainable
economies around the world. This is an ideal text for students of natural and social sciences,
development professionals and entrepreneurs seeking opportunities for ecologically sustainable
businesses. Academics will find it useful as a source of current research and for making new
contacts in the field. For anyone interested in exploring the link between man and his
environment-specifically, the relationship between economics and ecology- Environmental
Sustainability, is a must.
  environmental colonialism: The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Sociology: Volume 1
Katharine Legun, Julie C. Keller, Michael Carolan, Michael M. Bell, 2020-12-03 The Cambridge
Handbook of Environmental Sociology is a go-to resource for cutting-edge research in the field. This
two-volume work covers the rich theoretic foundations of the sub-discipline, as well as novel
approaches and emerging areas of research that add vitality and momentum to the discipline. Over
the course of sixty chapters, the authors featured in this work reach new levels of theoretical depth,
incorporating a global scope and diversity of cases. This book explores the broad scope of crucial
disciplinary ideas and areas of research, extending its investigation to the trajectories of thought



that led to their unfolding. This unique work serves as an invaluable tool for all those working in the
nexus of environment and society.
  environmental colonialism: East India Company and Urban Environment in Colonial
South India Moola Atchi Reddy, 2021-09-27 This book makes a pioneering attempt to analyse the
linkages between the rule of East India Company and urban environment in colonial India over more
than a half-century - from 1746 to 1803 - through a study of the city of Madras (present Chennai).
The book traces urban development in colonial South India from a broad economic history point of
view and with a focus on its environmental dimension, covering the period from the First Carnatic
War until the 18th century by which time the English East India Company had consolidated its
power. It discusses themes such as urban development; infrastructural development; housing and
buildings, city and suburbs; and development of land and roads in the colonial period. Using
extensive archival resources, it offers new insights on the various aspects of the shifting urban
physical environment and captures the development of Madras city limits; road infrastructure,
building of paved streets, whitewashed walls and compounded houses; establishment of garden
houses; use of land resources; development of masonry bridges by merchants; housing problems;
and the building of Fort House, Garden House, Admiralty House, Pantheon House, Custom House,
etc. in Madras, to describe the impact of colonialism on urban environment. An important
contribution to the history of urban economics and environment, this book with its lucid style and
rich illustrations will be an essential read for scholars and researchers of colonial history, modern
Indian history, environmental history, urban environment, urban history, political economy, urban
economic history, Indian history, and South Asian studies.
  environmental colonialism: The Routledge Companion to Environmental Ethics Benjamin
Hale, Andrew Light, Lydia Lawhon, 2022-07-29 Written for a wide range of readers in environmental
science, philosophy, and policy-oriented programs The Routledge Companion to Environmental
Ethics is a landmark, comprehensive reference work in this interdisciplinary field. Not merely a
review of theoretical approaches to the ethics of the environment, the Companion focuses on specific
environmental problems and other concrete issues. Its 65 chapters, all appearing in print here for
the first time, have been organized into the following eleven parts: I. Animals II. Land III. Water IV.
Climate V. Energy and Extraction VI. Cities VII. Agriculture VIII. Environmental Transformation IX.
Policy Frameworks and Response Measures X. Regulatory Tools XI. Advocacy and Activism The
volume not only explains the nuances of important core philosophical positions, but also cuts new
pathways for the integration of important ethical and policy issues into environmental philosophy. It
will be of immense help to undergraduate students and other readers coming up to the field for the
first time, but also serve as a valuable resource for more advanced students as well as researchers
who need a trusted resource that also offers fresh, policy-centered approaches.
  environmental colonialism: Pollution Is Colonialism Max Liboiron, 2021-03-29 In Pollution Is
Colonialism Max Liboiron presents a framework for understanding scientific research methods as
practices that can align with or against colonialism. They point out that even when researchers are
working toward benevolent goals, environmental science and activism are often premised on a
colonial worldview and access to land. Focusing on plastic pollution, the book models an anticolonial
scientific practice aligned with Indigenous, particularly Métis, concepts of land, ethics, and
relations. Liboiron draws on their work in the Civic Laboratory for Environmental Action Research
(CLEAR)—an anticolonial science laboratory in Newfoundland, Canada—to illuminate how pollution
is not a symptom of capitalism but a violent enactment of colonial land relations that claim access to
Indigenous land. Liboiron's creative, lively, and passionate text refuses theories of pollution that
make Indigenous land available for settler and colonial goals. In this way, their methodology
demonstrates that anticolonial science is not only possible but is currently being practiced in ways
that enact more ethical modes of being in the world.
  environmental colonialism: The Routledge Handbook of Environmental History Emily
O'Gorman, William San Martín, Mark Carey, Sandra Swart, 2023-12-06 The Routledge Handbook of
Environmental History presents a cutting-edge overview of the dynamic and ever-expanding field of



environmental history. It addresses recent transformations in the field and responses to shifting
scholarly, political, and environmental landscapes. The handbook fully and critically engages with
recent exciting changes, contextualizes them within longer-term shifts in the field, and charts
potential new directions for study. It focuses on five key areas: Theories and concepts related to
changing considerations of social justice, including postcolonial, antiracist, and feminist approaches,
and the field’s growing emphasis on multiple human voices and agencies. The roles of non-humans
and the more-than-human in the telling of environmental histories, from animals and plants to
insects as vectors of disease and the influences of water and ice, the changing theoretical
approaches and the influence of concepts in related areas such as animal and discard studies. How
changes in theories and concepts are shaping methods in environmental history and shifting
approaches to traditional sources like archives and oral histories as well as experiments by
practitioners with new methods and sources. Responses to a range of current complex problems,
such as climate change, and how environmental historians can best help mitigate and resolve these
problems. Diverse ways in which environmental historians disseminate their research within and
beyond academia, including new modes of research dissemination, teaching, and engagements with
stakeholders and the policy arena. This is an important resource for environmental historians,
researchers and students in the related fields of political ecology, environmental studies, natural
resources management and environmental planning. Chapters 9, 10 and 26 of this book are freely
available as a downloadable Open Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
  environmental colonialism: Global Environmental Politics Simon Nicholson, Paul Wapner,
2016-09-16 Today's students want to understand not only the causes and character of global
environmental problems like climate change, species extinction, and freshwater scarcity, but also
what to do about them. This book offers the most comprehensive, fair-minded, accessible, and
forward-looking text for introducing students to the challenge of global environmental protection.
Drawing on a diverse range of voices, the book sequentially explains our current predicament,
examines what is being done to respond at a variety of levels from the international to the local, and
outlines different, relevant strategic choices for genuine political engagement. Developed by two top
researchers and master teachers of global environmental politics, the book brings together sharply
written introductory essays with tightly edited selections from a broad cross section of thinkers to
provide a text that will excite and educate students of global environmental affairs. In addition, the
book introduces a series of exercises designed specifically to help students draw connections
between their own lives and the broader challenge of global sustainability. Global Environmental
Politics: From Person to Planet finally answers the question of how to teach students about
environmental harm with a sober sense of ecological reality, a firm grasp on politics, and an
optimistic look toward the future. Features of This Innovative Text Reader: Original section
introductions by the volume editors cover key topics such as the four major planetary challenges
(climate, extinction, water, and food); leading causes of environmental harm; the role of states,
markets, and civil society; race, class, and geopolitical difference; and the value of thinking
strategically and using a broad political imagination. Carefully selected and judiciously edited
readings from a wide range of sources feature high-profile authors from popular as well as specialist
media. Action-oriented exercises engage students in being part of the solution.
  environmental colonialism: Environment and Identity Politics in Colonial Africa
Emmanuel Mbah, 2016-12-08 Economic, political, and ethnic favoritism are common themes in the
historiography of colonial Africa. Land ownership and control, and the abilities of the respective
landscapes to sustain Africa’s growing population, have created recurrent identity crises throughout
Africa. The chapters discuss the recurrent environmental issues, the problems of contested
ownership of land, autochthonism as well as the blending of different cultures in a restricted area.
Also highlighted is a neglected aspect of the history of Fulani migrations in West Africa - the colonial
extension of the Fulani into the Southern Cameroons.
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