dreaming in cuban plot

dreaming in cuban plot revolves around the intricate lives of three
generations of Cuban women, exploring themes of identity, family, and
political exile. The novel, written by Cristina Garcia, delves deeply into
the personal and political struggles faced by Cuban immigrants and their
descendants. Through a multi-layered narrative, the story captures the
emotional complexities and cultural tensions that shape the characters'
destinies. This article provides a detailed analysis of the dreaming in cuban
plot, highlighting key events, characters, and thematic elements.
Additionally, it offers insight into the novel's structure and its
significance within the context of Cuban-American literature. Readers will
gain a comprehensive understanding of the novel’s core storyline and its
broader cultural implications.
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Overview of Dreaming in Cuban

Dreaming in Cuban is a novel by Cristina Garcia that explores the lives of a
Cuban family divided by geography and ideology. The story spans several
decades, beginning in pre-revolutionary Cuba and extending into the lives of
Cuban exiles in the United States. It addresses themes such as political
displacement, cultural identity, and the enduring bonds of family despite
physical and ideological separation. The novel’s rich narrative is marked by
its lyrical prose and evocative portrayal of Cuban history and culture.

Historical Context

The dreaming in cuban plot is deeply intertwined with Cuba’s political
history, particularly the Cuban Revolution of 1959 and its aftermath. These
historical events form the backdrop against which the characters experience
profound personal transformations. The novel effectively captures the
tensions between loyalty to one’s homeland and the challenges of exile,



reflecting the broader Cuban diaspora experience.

Author’s Background

Cristina Garcia, a Cuban-American writer, draws on her own heritage to craft
a narrative that is both intimate and expansive. Her background informs the
novel’s authentic depiction of Cuban culture and the emotional realities of
exile. This personal connection enriches the dreaming in cuban plot, lending
it depth and resonance.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The dreaming in cuban plot centers around the del Pino family, whose members
represent different perspectives on Cuban identity and political ideology.
Each character’s experiences and choices illuminate various facets of the
Cuban-American experience.

Celia del Pino

Celia is the matriarch, firmly rooted in Cuba and supportive of the
revolution. Her steadfast political beliefs and personal sacrifices shape
much of the story’s emotional core. Celia’s relationships with her daughters
highlight generational and ideological conflicts.

Isabel del Pino

Isabel, Celia’s daughter, represents the Cuban exile experience in the United
States. Torn between her love for her homeland and the realities of her new
life, Isabel’s character explores themes of displacement and cultural
adaptation. Her struggles with identity are central to the dreaming in cuban
plot.

Lila and Lourdes

Isabel’s daughters, Lila and Lourdes, embody the complexities of bicultural
identity. Their differing attitudes toward their Cuban heritage and American
upbringing provide insight into the challenges faced by second-generation
immigrants. Their narratives add depth to the intergenerational dynamics
within the novel.



Plot Summary

The dreaming in cuban plot unfolds through multiple perspectives and time
periods, weaving together personal and political histories. The narrative
structure allows for a nuanced exploration of the characters’ inner lives and
external realities.

Early Life in Cuba

The story begins with Celia’s life in Cuba before the revolution, focusing on
her family relationships and the social environment of Havana. This period
sets the stage for the upheavals that follow and introduces key themes of
love, loss, and political awakening.

Impact of the Cuban Revolution

The revolution serves as a pivotal turning point in the dreaming in cuban
plot. It triggers the fragmentation of the family, with some members
remaining in Cuba and others fleeing to the United States. The contrasting
experiences of those who stay and those who leave are portrayed with
emotional intensity.

Life in Exile

Isabel’s journey to the United States and her subsequent life in New York
City highlight the challenges of exile, including cultural assimilation,
identity crises, and generational conflicts. The novel captures the tension
between nostalgia for Cuba and the realities of American life.

Reunions and Reconciliations

Throughout the novel, moments of reconnection and understanding occur between
family members, despite ideological differences. These instances illustrate
the enduring power of familial bonds and the possibility of healing.

Thematic Elements

Dreaming in Cuban explores several interrelated themes that enrich the
narrative and provide deeper insight into the characters’ experiences.

Identity and Displacement

The novel examines how political exile and cultural dislocation shape



personal identity. Characters grapple with questions of belonging and self-
understanding, reflecting the broader Cuban diaspora’s struggles.

Family and Generational Conflict

Family dynamics are central to the dreaming in cuban plot, highlighting
conflicts between parents and children, as well as between different
generations. These tensions often mirror political and cultural divides.

Memory and History

Memory plays a crucial role in the narrative, as characters recall past
events that inform their present lives. The interplay of personal and
collective history adds complexity to the story.

Political Ideology

The novel contrasts differing political beliefs within the family,
particularly Celia’'s support of the revolution versus Isabel’s exile. This
ideological divide underscores the impact of politics on personal
relationships.

Narrative Structure and Style

Dreaming in Cuban employs a non-linear narrative, shifting between multiple
perspectives and timeframes. This structure allows for a comprehensive
portrayal of the family’s history and emotional landscape.

Multiple Perspectives

The story is told through the voices of several characters, providing varied
viewpoints and deepening the reader’s understanding of the dreaming in cuban
plot. This technique emphasizes the subjectivity of memory and experience.

Use of Magical Realism

The novel incorporates elements of magical realism, blending reality with
fantastical occurrences. This stylistic choice enhances the emotional and
cultural atmosphere of the story.



Lyrical Prose

Garcia's writing is noted for its poetic and evocative language, which
enriches the narrative and immerses readers in the sensory world of Cuba and
the characters’ inner lives.

Significance in Cuban-American Literature

Dreaming in Cuban holds an important place in Cuban-American literature,
offering a nuanced portrayal of the Cuban exile experience and the
complexities of bicultural identity.

Cultural Representation

The novel provides an authentic depiction of Cuban culture, history, and the
emotional realities of displacement. It contributes to a greater
understanding of the Cuban-American community’s diverse experiences.

Exploration of Diaspora Themes

Dreaming in Cuban addresses universal themes relevant to many immigrant
communities, such as cultural preservation, adaptation, and intergenerational
tensions.

Influence and Legacy

The novel has influenced subsequent writers and continues to be studied for
its literary merit and social insights. It remains a significant work for
those interested in Latin American and diaspora literature.

Multi-generational family saga

Exploration of Cuban history and politics

Interplay of personal and political themes

Rich narrative style with magical realism

Insight into Cuban-American identity and diaspora



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the novel 'Dreaming in
Cuban' by Cristina Garcia?

The central theme of 'Dreaming in Cuban' is the exploration of family
dynamics, cultural identity, and the political tensions between Cuba and the
United States, as experienced through the lives of three generations of Cuban
women.

How does Cristina Garcia structure the narrative in
'Dreaming in Cuban'?

Cristina Garcia employs a nonlinear narrative structure with multiple
perspectives, shifting between different characters’ viewpoints and time
periods to reveal the complexities of the family’s history and their personal
struggles.

What role does Cuban political history play in
'Dreaming in Cuban'?

Cuban political history is integral to the plot, as it shapes the characters'
lives and decisions. The Cuban Revolution and its aftermath influence themes
of exile, loyalty, and identity throughout the novel.

Who are the main characters in 'Dreaming in Cuban'
and how are they connected?

The main characters are three generations of the del Pino family: Celia, her
daughters Lourdes and Felicia, and her granddaughter Pilar. Their
relationships and differing perspectives illustrate the impact of cultural
and political changes on their family.

How does 'Dreaming in Cuban' address the concept of
exile and displacement?

The novel portrays exile and displacement through characters who live in the
United States but maintain connections to Cuba. It explores the emotional and
cultural conflicts that arise from living between two worlds.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Dreaming in
Cuban' to convey its themes?

Cristina Garcia uses magical realism, rich symbolism, and vivid imagery to
convey themes of memory, identity, and the blending of personal and political
histories in 'Dreaming in Cuban.'



Additional Resources

1. Whispers of Havana Nights

Set against the vibrant streets of Havana, this novel explores the dreams and
aspirations of a young Cuban artist determined to break free from societal
constraints. As she navigates family expectations and political unrest, her
dreams become both a sanctuary and a battleground. The story beautifully
weaves magical realism with the harsh realities of Cuban life.

2. The Sugarcane Dream

This compelling tale follows a sugarcane farmer’s son who dreams of
transforming his small village into a thriving community. Amidst Cuba’s
shifting political landscape, he grapples with loyalty, sacrifice, and the
price of ambition. The narrative captures the spirit of Cuban resilience and
the power of hope.

3. Echoes of the Caribbean Moon

A mystical journey centered on a Cuban fisherman who experiences vivid dreams
that reveal secrets about his ancestry and future. As the lines between dream
and reality blur, he embarks on a quest to uncover hidden truths about his
family and the island’s history. The novel blends folklore with contemporary
Cuban culture.

4. Dreams Beneath the Malecdn

Set in Havana's iconic seaside promenade, this story follows a group of
friends whose shared dreams reveal their deepest desires and fears. Through
interconnected narratives, the book explores themes of friendship, love, and
the pursuit of freedom within the confines of Cuban society. The Malecén
serves as a powerful symbol of both hope and longing.

5. The Havana Dreamscape

In a city where reality often feels surreal, a young writer’s dreams inspire
a revolutionary novel that challenges the status quo. As his dreams grow more
intense and prophetic, he must decide whether to confront the dangers of
speaking out or remain silent. This book is a tribute to the power of
imagination and storytelling.

6. Moonlit Shadows of Cuba

This haunting novel tells the story of a woman whose recurring dreams unlock
memories of a forgotten past linked to Cuba’s turbulent history. Through
dream sequences and flashbacks, the narrative uncovers hidden family secrets
and the enduring legacy of colonialism. It’s a profound exploration of
memory, identity, and healing.

7. Dreams of the Caribbean Sky

A young Cuban pilot dreams of flying beyond the island’s shores to discover a
new world. His aspirations collide with political barriers and personal
dilemmas, highlighting the tension between individual freedom and collective
responsibility. The story soars with themes of courage, hope, and the pursuit
of dreams.



8. The Lucid Nights of Santiago

In the eastern city of Santiago de Cuba, a man experiences lucid dreams that
guide him through the challenges of life under a repressive regime. His
nocturnal visions become a source of strength and insight, helping him
navigate love, loss, and resistance. The book offers a poignant look at the
power of dreams to inspire change.

9. Caribbean Dreams: Tales from the Island

A collection of interconnected short stories that delve into the dreams of
various Cuban characters from different walks of life. Each tale reveals
unique perspectives on hope, struggle, and the quest for identity in a
rapidly changing Cuba. The anthology captures the rich tapestry of Cuban
culture through the lens of dreaming.
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dreaming in cuban plot: Dreaming in Cuban Cristina Garcia, 1993-02-10 “Impressive . . .
[Cristina Garcia’s] story is about three generations of Cuban women and their separate responses to
the revolution. Her special feat is to tell it in a style as warm and gentle as the ‘sustaining aromas of
vanilla and almond,” as rhythmic as the music of Beny Moré.”—Time Cristina Garcia’s acclaimed
book is the haunting, bittersweet story of a family experiencing a country’s revolution and the
revelations that follow. The lives of Celia del Pino and her husband, daughters, and grandchildren
mirror the magical realism of Cuba itself, a landscape of beauty and poverty, idealism and
corruption. Dreaming in Cuban is “a work that possesses both the intimacy of a Chekov story and
the hallucinatory magic of a novel by Gabriel Garcia Marquez” (The New York Times). In celebration
of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the novel’s original publication, this edition features a new
introduction by the author. Praise for Dreaming in Cuban “Remarkable . . . an intricate weaving of
dramatic events with the supernatural and the cosmic . . . evocative and lush.”—San Francisco
Chronicle “Captures the pain, the distance, the frustrations and the dreams of these family dramas
with a vivid, poetic prose.”—The Washington Post “Brilliant . . . With tremendous skill, passion and
humor, Garcia just may have written the definitive story of Cuban exiles and some of those they left
behind.”—The Denver Post

dreaming in cuban plot: Dreaming in Cuban Cristina Garcia, 1992 Three women within a
Cuban family struggle to persevere during the Cuban Revolution

dreaming in cuban plot: A Study Guide for Cristina Garcia's "Dreaming in Cuban" Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for Cristina Garcia's Dreaming in Cuban, excerpted
from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research
needs.

dreaming in cuban plot: A Post-Neoliberal Era in Latin America? Daniel Nehring, Gerardo
Gomez Michel, Magdalena Lopez, 2019-02-27 Available Open Access under CC-BY-NC licence.
Ongoing conflicts between neoliberal and post-neoliberal politics have resulted in growing social
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instability in Latin America. This book explores the cultural dynamics of neoliberalism and
anti-neoliberal resistance in Latin America as a complex set of interrelated cultural forms, examining
the ways in which neoliberalism has transformed public discourses of self and social relationships,
popular cultures and modes of everyday experience. Contributors from an international range of
different disciplinary perspectives look at how Latin Americans construct subjectivities, build
communities and make meaning in their everyday lives in order to analyse the discourses and
cultural practices through which a societal consensus for the pursuit of neoliberal politics may be
established, defended and contested.

dreaming in cuban plot: Cuban-American Literature and Art Isabel Alvarez Borland, Lynette
M. F. Bosch, 2009-01-26 This groundbreaking collection offers an understanding of why
Cuban-American literature and visual art have emerged in the United States and how they are so
essentially linked to both Cuban and American cultures. The contributors explore crucial issues
pertinent not only to Cuban-American cultural production but also to other immigrant
groups—hybrid identities, biculturation, bilingualism, immigration, adaptation, and exile. The
complex ways in which Cuban Americans have been able to keep a living memory of Cuba while
developing and thriving in America are both intriguing and instructive. These essays, written from a
variety of perspectives, range from useful overviews of fictional and visual works of art to close
readings of individual texts.

dreaming in cuban plot: A Post-Neoliberal Fra in Latin America? Daniel Nehring, Gerardo
Gomez Michel, Magdalena Lépez, 2019-02-27 Available Open Access under CC-BY-NC licence.
Ongoing conflicts between neoliberal and post-neoliberal politics have resulted in growing social
instability in Latin America. This book explores the cultural dynamics of neoliberalism and
anti-neoliberal resistance in Latin America as a complex set of interrelated cultural forms, examining
the ways in which neoliberalism has transformed public discourses of self and social relationships,
popular cultures and modes of everyday experience. Contributors from an international range of
different disciplinary perspectives look at how Latin Americans construct subjectivities, build
communities and make meaning in their everyday lives in order to analyse the discourses and
cultural practices through which a societal consensus for the pursuit of neoliberal politics may be
established, defended and contested.

dreaming in cuban plot: A Companion to American Literature Susan Belasco, Theresa
Strouth Gaul, Linck Johnson, Michael Soto, 2020-04-03 A comprehensive, chronological overview of
American literature in three scholarly and authoritative volumes A Companion to American
Literature traces the history and development of American literature from its early origins in Native
American oral tradition to 21st century digital literature. This comprehensive three-volume set
brings together contributions from a diverse international team of accomplished young scholars and
established figures in the field. Contributors explore a broad range of topics in historical, cultural,
political, geographic, and technological contexts, engaging the work of both well-known and
non-canonical writers of every period. Volume One is an inclusive and geographically expansive
examination of early American literature, applying a range of cultural and historical approaches and
theoretical models to a dramatically expanded canon of texts. Volume Two covers American
literature between 1820 and 1914, focusing on the development of print culture and the literary
marketplace, the emergence of various literary movements, and the impact of social and historical
events on writers and writings of the period. Spanning the 20th and early 21st centuries, Volume
Three studies traditional areas of American literature as well as the literature from previously
marginalized groups and contemporary writers often overlooked by scholars. This inclusive and
comprehensive study of American literature: Examines the influences of race, ethnicity, gender,
class, and disability on American literature Discusses the role of technology in book production and
circulation, the rise of literacy, and changing reading practices and literary forms Explores a wide
range of writings in multiple genres, including novels, short stories, dramas, and a variety of poetic
forms, as well as autobiographies, essays, lectures, diaries, journals, letters, sermons, histories, and
graphic narratives. Provides a thematic index that groups chapters by contexts and illustrates their




links across different traditional chronological boundaries A Companion to American Literature is a
valuable resource for students coming to the subject for the first time or preparing for field
examinations, instructors in American literature courses, and scholars with more specialized
interests in specific authors, genres, movements, or periods.

dreaming in cuban plot: Introduction to the U.S. Latina and Latino Religious
Experience Hector Avalos, 2021-10-01 Latinos/Latinas are the largest “minority” in the United
States, but the field of U.S. Latino/Latina studies is still in its infancy. This work represents the first
single volume ever published on the U.S. Latino/Latina religious experience, an area that is even less
explored. A carefully selected group of experts examines the major sub-groups of Latinos/Latinas
including Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans, and Cuban Americans, along with some of the lesser
studied groups such as Dominicans and Central Americans. In addition, the volume includes
important thematic chapters on the role of art, film, health care, literature, music, politics, and
women’s influence in the U.S. Latino/Latina religious experience.

dreaming in cuban plot: Cuban-American Literature of Exile Isabel Alvarez-Borland, 1998
The Cuban revolution of 1959 initiated a significant exodus, with more than 700,000 Cubans
eventually settling in the United States. This community creates a major part of what is now known
as the Cuban diaspora. In Cuban-American Literature of Exile, Isabel Alvarez Borland forces the
dialogue between literature and history into the open by focusing on narratives that tell the story of
the 1959 exodus and its aftermath. Alvarez Borland pulls together a diverse array of
Cuban-American voices writing in both English and Spanish--often from contrasting perspectives and
approaches--over several generations and waves of immigration. Writers discussed include
Guillermo Cabrera Infante, Reinaldo Arenas, Roberto Fernandez, Achy Obejas, and Cristina Garcia.
The author's analysis of their works uncovers a movement from narratives that reflect the personal
loss caused by the historical fact of exile, to autobiographical writings that reflect the need to search
for a new identity in a new language, to fictions that dramatize the authors' constructed
Cuban-American personae. If read collectively, she argues, these sometimes dissimilar texts appear
to be in dialogue with one another as they all document a people's quest to reinvent themselves
outside their nation of origin. Cuban-American Literature of Exile encourages readers to consider
the evolution of Cuban literature in the United States over the last forty years. Alvarez Borland
defines a new American literature of Cuban heritage and documents the changing identity of an
exiled literature.

dreaming in cuban plot: Comparing Postcolonial Literatures A. Bery, P. Murray, 2000-03-14
Bringing together a range of critics working on the hispanic and francophone as well as anglophone
post-colonial regions, this book aims to dislocate some of the commonly accepted cultural, linguistic
and geographical boundaries that have previously informed post-colonial studies. Collected essays
include: cross-cultural comparisons from areas as diverse as Africa, Ireland and Latin America;
analysis of specific texts as sites of border conflict; and revisions of post-colonial theoretical
frameworks. A timely questioning of the categories of a critical field at the point when it is becoming
increasingly comparative, this volume seeks to suggest more dynamic ways of working in
post-colonial cultural studies.

dreaming in cuban plot: Masterplots II.: Cont-Gor Steven G. Kellman, 2000 Includes more
than 360 interpretative essays on works of twentieth-century fiction published in the United States
and Latin America.

dreaming in cuban plot: A Study Guide for Julia Alvarez's "I Want to Be Miss America" Gale,
Cengage, 2018-09-13 A Study Guide for Julia Alvarez's I Want to Be Miss America, excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your
research needs.

dreaming in cuban plot: Identity, Memory, and Diaspora Jorge J. E. Gracia, Lynette M. F.
Bosch, Isabel Alvarez Borland, 2009-01-08 This fascinating volume contains interviews with nineteen




prominent Cuban-American artists, writers, and philosophers who tell their stories and share what
they consider important for understanding their work. Struggling with issues of Cuban-American
identity in particular and social identity in general, they explore such questions as how they see
themselves, how they have dealt with the diaspora and their memories, what they have done to find
a proper place in their adopted country, and how their work has been influenced by the experience.
Their answers reveal different perspectives on art, literature, and philosophy, and the different
challenges encountered personally and professionally. The interviews are gathered into three
groups: nine artists, six writers, and four philosophers. An introductory essay for each group is
included, and the interviews are accompanied by brief biographical notes, along with samples of the
work of those interviewed.

dreaming in cuban plot: Cuban Studies 23 Jorge Perez-Lopez, 1994-01-15 Cuban Studies has
been published annually by the University of Pittsburgh Press since 1985. Founded in 1970, it is the
preeminent journal for scholarly work on Cuba. Each volume includes articles in both English and
Spanish, a large book review section, and an exhaustive compilation of recent works in the field.

dreaming in cuban plot: Latin America 1810-2010 Claude Auroi, Aline Helg, 2012 The book
analyses present Latin American issues in their historical course since independence (beginning
1810) and its aftermath, up to the contemporary period. The authors focus on political, economic,
social, environmental and cultural developments.It examines the legacies of the past and the
multiple changes that have taken place in the last two centuries. Today's situation suggests that
modernization is well under way and will continue. Offering broad insight into present and future
concerns, the book enables readers to evaluate potential areas of economic and social growth, as
well as assess risks stemming from past events.

dreaming in cuban plot: Diaspora and Exile Lucia Mora Gonzalez, Bernhard Dietz Guerrero,
Asuncion Sénchez Villalén, 2001 The different contributions of this body of work attemp to
demonstrate that the concept of diaspora (exile) has acquired a renewed currency among scholars
by examining that to be in exile, at least in some way, is to live a disjoint life. Thus, to live in exileor
diaspora implies to take up the difficult task of kee-ping one's dignity and one’s story, despite the on
slaught of a colonial power. The relationship with a past, often through stories of the mother/land or
through remembrance and (re)creation, becomes a means of survival. Futhermore, the sense (or
absence) of community, and the positioning in language generate an ever more complex and dialogic
definition of Canadian and American nationalities and identities.

dreaming in cuban plot: Cuban American Fiction in English Delores M. Carlito, 2005-05-25
This bibliography contains listings and annotations of all novels, anthologies, and short story
collections written by the first, 1.5, and second generations of Cuban Americans. This work also
contains listings and annotations of all secondary works dealing with this fiction, ...

dreaming in cuban plot: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in
Context Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work surveys American literature
from the early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse range of American works and
authors and an expansive selection of primary source materials. Bringing useful and engaging
material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a century of American literary
history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in
Context profiles authors and their works and provides overviews of literary movements and genres
through which readers will understand the historical, cultural, and political contexts that have
shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in Context
provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are emblematic of the
diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary movements represented, such as the Beats,
but this work also highlights the emergence and development of modern Native American literature,
African American literature, and other representative groups that showcase the diversity of
American letters. A rich selection of primary documents and background material provides
indispensable information for student research.

dreaming in cuban plot: Magical Realism and Cosmopolitanism K. Sasser, 2014-09-02



Magical Realism and Cosmopolitanism details a variety of functionalities of the mode of magical
realism, focusing on its capacity to construct sociological representations of belonging. This usage is
traced closely in the novels of Ben Okri, Salman Rushdie, Cristina Garcia, and Helen Oyeyemi.

dreaming in cuban plot: Doom Patterns Maia Gil'Adi, 2024-11-01 In Doom Patterns, Maia
Gil’Adi takes up speculative fiction as a site for theorizing Latinx identity across national and ethnic
borders and shows the vital role of historical trauma in its formation. Her analysis moves beyond
reparative modes of reading to consider how literary representations of violence, destruction, and
pain also elicit pleasurable affective and aesthetic experiences. Gil’Adi theorizes the paradox of
pleasurable violence through the notion of doom patterns—narrative devices that include thematic
repetition, nonlinear narration, character fragmentation, and unresolved plots. Doom patterns
return the reader to instances of historical violence and destruction, revealing them as excessive and
otherworldly processes that require the tropes of speculative fiction. Examining novels by
established Latinx authors such as Junot Diaz and Cristina Garcia as well as multiethnic writers such
as Colson Whitehead and Sesshu Foster, Gil’Adi challenges definitions of what constitutes Latinx
literature and notions of the speculative by dismantling generic boundaries and entrenched
definitions of race, ethnicity, and nationhood. In so doing, she allows for a more capacious
consideration of the speculative, realism, history, and the role of violence in literature.
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