
entheogen map

entheogen map is an essential tool for understanding the diverse landscape of entheogens,
substances traditionally used to induce spiritual or mystical experiences. This comprehensive guide
explores the various types of entheogens, their cultural significance, and their effects on
consciousness. By examining the entheogen map, readers can gain insight into how different plants,
fungi, and compounds are classified and interconnected. The article will also cover the historical
context, modern applications, and safety considerations associated with entheogenic use.
Furthermore, it will highlight key regions and traditions where entheogens have played a vital role.
This detailed overview aims to provide a foundational understanding of the entheogen map,
facilitating a more informed and respectful approach to these powerful substances.
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Cultural and Historical Significance of Entheogens

Modern Applications and Research

Safety, Legal Status, and Ethical Considerations

Understanding the Entheogen Map
The entheogen map is a conceptual framework that categorizes various psychoactive substances
used for spiritual, ritualistic, or religious purposes. These substances are primarily derived from
natural sources such as plants, fungi, and sometimes animals. The map helps to visualize the
relationships between different entheogens based on their chemical properties, effects on the human
mind, and traditional uses. Understanding this map allows researchers, practitioners, and enthusiasts
to appreciate the diversity and complexity of entheogens, as well as their role in human culture and
consciousness.

Definition and Purpose
An entheogen is any substance that induces alterations in perception, mood, consciousness,
cognition, or behavior for religious or spiritual purposes. The entheogen map serves as a guide to
categorize these substances, making it easier to study their effects, origins, and applications. It also
aids in distinguishing between recreational use and ritualistic or therapeutic use, emphasizing the
spiritual context in which entheogens are traditionally consumed.



Components of the Map
The entheogen map includes various categories based on chemical families, such as tryptamines,
phenethylamines, and ergolines. It also considers the source organisms, including specific plants like
peyote or ayahuasca, and fungi such as Psilocybe mushrooms. Each classification highlights unique
characteristics like duration of effects, intensity, and typical ceremonial uses.

Types of Entheogens and Their Classifications
Entheogens can be broadly classified based on their chemical structure and natural sources. This
classification is important for understanding their pharmacological effects and historical usage
patterns. The main categories include tryptamines, phenethylamines, and others, each with distinct
attributes and cultural contexts.

Tryptamines
Tryptamines are a group of compounds structurally similar to the neurotransmitter serotonin. They
are known for their potent psychedelic effects and are commonly found in plants and fungi used in
traditional rituals. Examples include psilocybin from magic mushrooms and DMT
(dimethyltryptamine), which is a key ingredient in ayahuasca brews.

Phenethylamines
Phenethylamines include substances like mescaline, found in the peyote cactus and San Pedro cactus.
These compounds induce visual and emotional alterations and have been used in Native American
spiritual ceremonies for centuries. Phenethylamines generally produce longer-lasting effects
compared to tryptamines.

Ergolines and Other Classes
Ergolines, such as LSD and compounds derived from morning glory seeds or ergot fungi, represent
another significant group within the entheogen map. Additionally, some entheogens are derived from
animal sources or synthetic origins, expanding the diversity of this category.

Summary of Common Entheogens

Psilocybin (magic mushrooms) – tryptamine class

DMT (ayahuasca) – tryptamine class

Mescaline (peyote, San Pedro) – phenethylamine class

Ibogaine (iboga root) – indole alkaloid



LSD (lysergic acid diethylamide) – ergoline class

Cultural and Historical Significance of Entheogens
Entheogens have played a crucial role in many indigenous cultures worldwide, serving as sacraments
that facilitate communication with the divine, healing, and self-discovery. The entheogen map reflects
this rich heritage by linking substances to their cultural origins and ritual uses.

Ancient Traditions
Historical records and archaeological findings indicate that entheogens have been used for thousands
of years. For example, the use of peyote in Native American rituals dates back over 5,000 years.
Similarly, the spiritual practices of the Amazon basin tribes involve ayahuasca ceremonies that guide
participants through intense visionary experiences.

Religious and Shamanic Uses
Shamans and religious leaders have traditionally used entheogens to induce trance states, facilitate
healing, and provide spiritual guidance. These substances were and continue to be integral to rites of
passage, divination, and communal bonding within various cultures.

Entheogens in Modern Spirituality
In recent decades, there has been a resurgence of interest in entheogens among contemporary
spiritual seekers. Many modern practitioners incorporate these substances into their personal growth
and healing practices, often drawing inspiration from indigenous knowledge and ceremonial
frameworks.

Modern Applications and Research
Scientific research into entheogens has expanded significantly, revealing their potential therapeutic
benefits and neuropsychological effects. The entheogen map supports this research by providing a
structured way to study and compare different substances.

Psychotherapy and Mental Health
Clinical trials have demonstrated the efficacy of certain entheogens, such as psilocybin and
ayahuasca, in treating conditions like depression, anxiety, PTSD, and addiction. These studies
underscore the importance of set, setting, and guided experiences to maximize therapeutic
outcomes.



Neuroscientific Insights
Advances in neuroscience have shed light on how entheogens affect brain function, particularly
regarding neuroplasticity, default mode network activity, and emotional processing. Understanding
these mechanisms helps refine treatment protocols and enhances safety.

Integration into Mainstream Medicine
While some entheogens remain federally controlled substances, regulatory changes and increased
research funding suggest a gradual integration into mainstream medicine. This shift encourages the
development of standardized dosing, quality control, and professional training for facilitators.

Safety, Legal Status, and Ethical Considerations
Using entheogens entails important safety and ethical considerations. The entheogen map highlights
the need for responsible use, cultural respect, and awareness of legal frameworks governing these
substances.

Safety Guidelines
Safe entheogen use involves understanding dosage, potential interactions with other substances, and
the importance of a supportive environment. Proper preparation and post-experience integration are
also critical to minimizing adverse effects.

Legal Status Worldwide
The legal status of entheogens varies globally, with some countries permitting traditional or medical
use while others enforce strict prohibition. Awareness of local laws is essential for anyone interested
in entheogenic experiences.

Ethical Considerations
Respecting indigenous knowledge and cultural heritage is paramount when engaging with
entheogens. Ethical concerns include biopiracy, cultural appropriation, and environmental
sustainability related to the harvesting of entheogenic plants and fungi.

Key Safety and Ethical Practices

Conduct thorough research on substance and context

Use under supervision or guidance when possible



Respect cultural origins and traditions

Ensure sustainable sourcing of natural entheogens

Comply with local laws and regulations

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an entheogen map?
An entheogen map is a visual or digital tool that categorizes and illustrates various entheogenic
substances, their cultural origins, effects, and uses in spiritual or ritual contexts.

How can an entheogen map be used for educational
purposes?
An entheogen map can help educators and students understand the diversity, history, and uses of
entheogenic plants and substances by providing organized information and visual connections
between different entheogens.

Are entheogen maps available as interactive digital
platforms?
Yes, some entheogen maps are available as interactive digital platforms that allow users to explore
different entheogens, learn about their effects, cultural significance, and safety information in an
engaging way.

What are some common categories found on an entheogen
map?
Common categories on an entheogen map include plant-based entheogens, synthetic entheogens,
their traditional cultural uses, pharmacological effects, legal status, and safety guidelines.

Can entheogen maps help in harm reduction for psychedelic
users?
Yes, entheogen maps can aid harm reduction by providing accurate information about dosage,
effects, interactions, and risks associated with various entheogens, helping users make informed and
safer choices.



Additional Resources
1. The Entheogen Map: Exploring Sacred Plant Medicine
This book serves as a comprehensive guide to the world of entheogens, detailing their historical,
cultural, and spiritual significance. It maps out various sacred plants used in traditional rituals
worldwide and explains their effects on consciousness. Readers will find practical advice on safe use
and the transformative potential of these substances.

2. Journeys Through the Entheogenic Landscape
Delving into personal experiences and scientific studies, this title offers a vivid exploration of the
entheogenic experience. It covers the psychological and mystical dimensions of using plant
medicines, with a focus on how they alter perception and promote healing. The book also discusses
the ethical considerations surrounding entheogen use.

3. Mapping Mystical Realms: An Entheogen User’s Guide
This guide provides a detailed "map" of the various states of consciousness accessed through
entheogens. It categorizes different plants and fungi according to their effects, cultural context, and
spiritual applications. The author includes practical tips for preparation, dosage, and integration of the
experiences.

4. Sacred Botanicals: The Entheogen Map of the Americas
Focusing on the indigenous plants of the Americas, this book traces the use of entheogens from
ancient times to modern practices. It highlights the cultural rituals and spiritual teachings associated
with plants like peyote, ayahuasca, and psilocybin mushrooms. The text is enriched with ethnographic
insights and vivid illustrations.

5. Entheogen Atlas: Navigating the Spirit World
A visually stunning atlas that charts the global varieties of entheogenic plants and their spiritual roles.
Each entry includes botanical information, traditional uses, and symbolic meanings. The book aims to
foster respect and understanding of these plants as tools for spiritual growth.

6. The Psychedelic Map: Entheogens and the Expansion of Consciousness
This book explores the relationship between entheogens and the expansion of human consciousness.
It discusses the neurochemical mechanisms behind psychedelic experiences and their potential for
psychotherapy. The author also reviews historical and contemporary research that supports the
healing power of these substances.

7. Entheogen Cartography: Mapping Sacred Experiences
Combining anthropology and neuroscience, this book charts the varied experiences induced by
entheogens across cultures. It examines how different societies interpret visions and altered states,
providing a map of spiritual symbolism and meaning. The work encourages a deeper appreciation of
the entheogenic experience as a universal human phenomenon.

8. The Spirit Plant Map: A Guide to Entheogenic Traditions
This guidebook provides an overview of global entheogenic traditions and their ritualistic contexts. It
emphasizes the role of shamans and healers in mediating the use of these plants. The book also
addresses modern challenges, including legal issues and cultural appropriation.

9. Entheogen Pathways: Mapping the Journey Within
Focusing on the inner journey facilitated by entheogens, this book offers practical advice for spiritual
seekers. It outlines stages of the entheogenic experience and methods for integrating insights into



daily life. The author combines personal narrative with scientific perspectives to provide a holistic
understanding of entheogen use.
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  entheogen map: Where God and Science Meet Patrick McNamara Ph.D., 2006-09-30 Spiritual
practices, or awakenings, have an impact on brain, mind and personality. These changes are being
scientifically predicted and proven. For example, studies show Buddhist priests and Franciscan nuns
at the peak of religious feelings show a functional change in the lobes of their brain. Similar
processes have been found in people with epilepsy, which Hippocrates called the sacred disease.
New research is showing that not only does a person's brain activity change in particular areas while
that person is experiencing religious epiphany, but such events can be created for some people, even
self-professed atheists, by stimulating various parts of the brain. In this far-reaching and novel set,
experts from across the nation and around the world present evolutionary, neuroscientific, and
psychological approaches to explaining and exploring religion, including the newest findings and
evidence that have spurred the fledgling field of neurotheology. It is not the goal of neurotheology to
prove or disprove the existence of God, but to understand the biology of spiritual experiences. Such
experiences seem to exist outside time and space - caused by the brain for some reason losing its
perception of a boundary between physical body and outside world - and could help explain other
intangible events, such as altered states of consciousness, possessions, alien visitations, near-death
experiences and out-of-body events. Understanding them - as well as how and why these abilities
evolved in the brain - could also help us understand how religion contributes to survival of the
human race. Eminent contributors to this set help us answer questions including: How does religion
better our brain function? What is the difference between a religious person and a terrorist who kills
in the name of religion? Is there one site or function in the brain necessary for religious experience?
  entheogen map: Spiritual Growth with Entheogens Thomas B. Roberts, 2012-03-19 Reveals
entheogens as catalysts for spiritual development and direct encounters with the sacred • With
contributions by Albert Hofmann, Huston Smith, Stanislav Grof, Charles Tart, Alexander “Sasha”
Shulgin, Frances Vaughan, and many others • Includes personal accounts of Walter Pahnke’s Good
Friday Experiment as well as a 25-year follow-up with its participants • Explores protocols for
ceremonial use of psychedelics and the challenges of transforming entheogenic insights into
enduring change Modern organized religion is based predominantly on secondary religious
experience--we read about others’ extraordinary direct spiritual encounters in the distant past and
have faith that God is out there. Yet what if powerful sacraments existed to help us directly
experience the sacred? What if there were ways to seek out the meaning of being human and our
place in the universe, to see the sacred in the world that surrounds us? In this book, more than 25
spiritual leaders, scientists, and psychedelic visionaries examine how we can return to the primary
spiritual encounters at the basis of all religions through the guided use of entheogens. With
contributions by Albert Hofmann, Huston Smith, Stanislav Grof, Charles Tart, Alexander “Sasha”
Shulgin, Frances Vaughan, Myron Stolaroff, and many others, this book explores protocols for
ceremonial use of psychedelics, the challenges of transforming entheogenic insights into enduring
change, psychoactive sacraments in the Bible, myths surrounding the use of LSD, and the
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transformative ayahuasca rituals of Santo Daime. It also includes personal accounts of Walter
Pahnke’s Good Friday Experiment as well as a 25-year follow-up with its participants. Dispelling
fears of inauthentic spirituality, addiction, and ill-prepared encounters with the holy, this book
reveals the potential of entheogens as catalysts for spiritual development, a path through which faith
can directly encounter God’s power, and the beginning of a new religious era based on personal
spiritual experience.
  entheogen map: Psychedelic Horizons Thomas B. Roberts, 2015-11-03 This is a different kind
of book about psychedelics. Rather than describing psychedelic experiences, it presents four
future-oriented ideas 'coming over the psychedelic horizon', which illustrate the potential benefits of
psychedelics for humanity: * Stanislav Grof's view of our minds as a way to understand works of art
(looking at Disney's Snow White). * The evidence that psychedelic-occasioned mystical experiences
can boost our immune systems. * Psychedelics as a way of adding new cognitive programmes to our
thinking skills. * Applying the ideas from Part 3 to learning.
  entheogen map: Tuning In Steven J. Gelberg, 2025-04-01 The first authoritative study of the
important role of music in psychedelic use and the ways in which psychedelics provide
unprecedented access to the deeper mysteries of music. Tuning In is the first authoritative study of a
subject that is of wide and growing importance within the current psychedelic renaissance: the role
and experience of music in personal growth and healing via psychedelics. The book brings together
the best insights and creative musings on the subject from respected figures within the psychedelic
community. Going back several decades (and beyond), this book includes first-hand testimony from
numerous trip reports, along with relevant insights from psychologists, scientists, philosophers,
scholars of religion, musicologists, musicians, and mystics. Tuning In takes an experiential approach
to understanding the unique synergy between psychedelic states and music: how music profoundly
supports and enhances psychedelic sessions while psychedelic states provide a unique doorway into
the inner mysteries of music. Author Steven J. Gelberg includes helpful guidance in assessing and
choosing music appropriate for psychedelic sessions, along with links to curated music playlists.
  entheogen map: Entheogens, Myth, and Human Consciousness Carl A. P. Ruck, Mark Alwin
Hoffman, 2012-12-11 ENTHEOGENS, MYTH AND HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS is a much needed
accessible exploration into the role of psychoactive sacraments - entheogens - in religion, mythology,
and history, and also includes most treatments of the subject focus on modern scientific research,
psychotherapy, are auto-bibliographic accounts, or are agenda-driven or otherwise naive and
myopic. A great mystery of altered states of consciousness and species development is expanding
with new archeological and anthropological discoveries. Religious story telling (myth) is a timeless
journey. Surprisingly it’s not about truth. It’s about finding one’s self in the midst of the discovery of
the “Other.” It is the story of what is separate and unknown that creates self-consciousness. Our
entire life consists ultimately in the discovery of the “Other,” which gives meaning to the discovery
of the self. The arts and language are the fossil remnants scattered on our path. ENTHEOGENS,
MYTH AND HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS discusses the influence of psychoactive substances on
consciousness, human evolution and mystical experiences. It explores how religion, mythology, art
and culture stem from entheogenic consciousness and why it's important to us today. Entheogens, or
psychoactive sacraments, have a long, storied history that has played an essential role in the
evolution of consciousness, mythology, culture, religion, art - and even history and politics.
ENTHEOGENS, MYTH AND HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS outlines this suppressed - yet seminal -
undercurrent of history, giving examples of the role of entheogens from the primal shamanic
religions through, the historical religions, esoteric mystical traditions including the Mystery
Religions, alchemy and Freemasonry, and into contemporary expressions. Authors Ruck and
Hoffman draw upon decades of research and personal experience in discussing the best documented
examples of historically important entheogenic evidences, various ongoing threads of research and
speculation to muse upon the 'meaning' of it all... Our hominid ancestors experienced a spiritual
wakening at the very dawn of consciousness that set them apart from the other creatures of our
planet. It was a journey to another realm induced by a special food that belonged to the gods. This



was a plant that was animate with the spirit of deity. It was an entheogen. It was the visionary
vehicle for the trip of the first shaman. The story was told over and over again until it achieved the
perfect form of a myth. The realm was imagined as a topographical place, the outer limit of the
cosmos, the fiery empyrean, or its geocentric opposite, our own planet Gaia. Myths multiplied over
time, but they always preserved this primordial truth. These myths provide a road map, a scenario, if
you can read them, for whoever today wants to follow. However, it is not an easy journey, and it is
also fraught with many dangers, of getting lost, of finding no return. Access to the entheogens is
now largely prohibited or strictly licensed. The restrictions constitute an infringement of cognitive
freedom, limiting the further evolution of human potential into productive creative imagination and
experiences that lie beyond the normal, the traditional province of shamans, who can understand the
speech of plants and animals, change shape at will, and journey, both physically and in the spirit, to
distant exotic realms. In addition, religions have staked out territorial claims to this realm of
spiritual consciousness. They have colonized it, identified it with their god, often reserving the
access for their own elite. Similarly, trade in drugs, both medicinal and illegal, has colonized the
etheogens, making them only chemicals, rationally depriving them of their spirit. ENTHEOGENS,
MYTH AND HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS is a guide for the curious that provides a historical overview
of the role that entheogens have played in the development of our unique supremacy as a species
and offers also pathways and advice for reconnecting with the primordial sources of nature’s power.
ENTHEOGENS, MYTH AND HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS investigates the role entheogens have
played in the evolution of humankind’s attempt to define reality in a context of metaphysical or
theological dimensions. Although other botanical intoxicants will be considered (cannabis, daphne,
opium, Syrian rue, datura, mandrake), none, with the possible exception of mandrake, seem to have
lent themselves so readily to metaphoric personifications, which make this the subject for a course
on mythology. The source of humankind’s fascination and repulsion for fungi, indeed, leads to a
fundamental consideration of the psychological nature of mankind’s fascination or awareness of
what in the categorization of religions is termed animism and rituals of ecstatic shamanism. In
addition, the linking of bread and wine as sacramental foods is due to parallel concepts of controlled
fungal growth as a simulacrum of the cosmos itself. The goal is not so much to acquire factual
knowledge of this vast subject, but to open up pathways for reflection upon the basic nature of
human existence and consciousness. The narrative is the awesome history of discovery and the
findings of ancient rituals that meld into twentieth-century controversy and criticism of psychedelics.
The future of humanity and the direction of twenty-first century brain science is challenged as well
as our sense of social convention. Entheogens have been deemed be prohibited controlled
substances and as such is an infringement of cognitive freedom. Whatever the danger of potential
abuse, the substance is not the fault, but the user. The hammer is not guilty, but the carpenter who
misuses it because of deficient training. In order to exonerate the executioner in Classical antiquity,
the axe was brought to trial and found guilty. The prohibition has drastically retarded the
investigation into the therapeutic potential of proscribed drugs, including their efficacy in curing
addiction. Some of these substances also offer the potential for accessing levels of cognition and
consciousness beyond the ordinary, the traditional provenance of mystics and shamans, like
bilocation, clairvoyance, and zoomorphism.
  entheogen map: The Healing Power of Spirituality J. Harold Ellens, 2009-12-30 This
three-volume set addresses how the role of spirituality and its constructive expressions in various
religions—and outside of formal religion—enhances human personality and experience. Theologian
and acclaimed scholar J. Harold Ellens now offers a breakthrough work on the positive impact of
faith. In The Healing Power of Spirituality and Religion, an extraordinary group of scholars discuss
the latest scientific research into the connection between belief and psychological and physical
well-being. Each volume of The Healing Power of Spirituality focuses on a specific aspect of the
scientific exploration of faith and well being: volume one examines the healing power of personal
spiritualities like I Ching and Transcendentalism; volume two looks at the subject in the context of
Christianity, Judaism, and other world faiths; and volume three explores the psychodynamics of



healing spirituality and religion, including the role of biochemical and chemical reactions in
heightening psychospiritual apperception.
  entheogen map: Psychedelics and Spirituality Thomas B. Roberts, 2020-08-04 Reveals how
psychedelics can facilitate spiritual development and direct encounters with the sacred • With
contributions by Albert Hofmann, Huston Smith, Stanislav Grof, Charles Tart, Alexander “Sasha”
Shulgin, Brother David Steindl-Rast, and many others • Includes personal accounts of Walter
Pahnke’s Good Friday Experiment as well as a 25-year follow-up with its participants • Explores
protocols for ceremonial use of psychedelics and the challenges of transforming entheogenic
insights into enduring change Modern organized religion is based predominantly on secondary
religious experience--we read about others’ extraordinary spiritual encounters with God but have no
direct experience ourselves. Yet there exist powerful sacraments to help us directly experience the
sacred, to help us seek out the meaning of being human and our place in the universe, and to help us
see the sacred in the world that surrounds us. In this book, more than 25 spiritual leaders, scientists,
and psychedelic visionaries examine how we can return to the primary spiritual encounters at the
basis of all religions through the guided use of psychedelics. With contributions by Albert Hofmann,
Huston Smith, Stanislav Grof, Charles Tart, Alexander “Sasha” Shulgin, Brother David Steindl-Rast,
Myron Stolaroff, and many others, this book explores protocols for ceremonial and spiritual use of
psychedelics, including LSD, psilocybin, ayahuasca, and MDMA, and the challenges of transforming
entheogenic insights into enduring change. It examines psychoactive sacraments in the Bible, myths
surrounding the use of LSD, and the transformative ayahuasca rituals of Santo Daime. The book also
includes personal accounts of Walter Pahnke’s Good Friday Experiment as well as a 25-year
follow-up with its participants. Dispelling fears of inauthentic spirituality, addiction, and ill-prepared
encounters with the holy, this book reveals the potential of psychedelics as catalysts for spiritual
development, a path through which faith can directly encounter God’s power, and the beginning of a
new religious era based on personal spiritual experience.
  entheogen map: Handbook of Entheogenic Healing , 2025-07-24 Entheogenic Healing
describes contemporary psychedelic therapies of indigenous cultures, mestizo adaptations, and
emerging global traditions. Analysis of cultural contexts and ritual practices of diverse entheogenic
traditions provides an understanding of their individual and common dynamics. A common
framework situates the practices in cultural context, describes training of healers, examines
preparatory and ritual activities, and analyzes the dynamics of healing. The chapters examine the
roles entheogens play in healing, focused on the alterations of consciousness and spirit experiences
produced, the forms of illness treated, the nature of the healing processes, and post-session
integration practices. Their commonalities provide guidelines for the Psychedelic Renaissance.
  entheogen map: Journey through Entheogenic Facilitation Adrienne Perales, 2025-03-05
This book of wisdom is essential for spiritual awakening and the art of working with entheogens.
Created for those called to experience or facilitate transformative ceremonies, it offers insights,
spiritual guidance, and ethical considerations vital to the journey. Entheogens, sacred plant, and
animal medicines have been revered throughout history for their ability to heal, facilitate spiritual
growth, and open doors to higher states of consciousness. As global interest in entheogenic
experiences continues to rise, so too does the need for responsible, knowledgeable facilitators.
These guardians must create safe, nurturing spaces where participants can explore the depths of
their souls and heal in profound ways. Journey into the essence of spiritual evolution and explore the
sacred bond between facilitators, participants, and entheogenic allies. Learn the importance of
integrity, compassion, and the reverence required for the intelligence of these sacred medicines.
  entheogen map: Entheogens and the Development of Culture John A. Rush, 2013-07-30
Entheogens and the Development of Culture makes the radical proposition that mind-altering
substances have played a major part not only in cultural development but also in human brain
development. Researchers suggest that we have purposely enhanced receptor sites in the brain,
especially those for dopamine and serotonin, through the use of plants and fungi over a long period
of time. The trade-off for lowered functioning and potential drug abuse has been more creative



thinking--or a leap in consciousness. Experiments in entheogen use led to the development of
primitive medicine, in which certain mind-altering plants and fungi were imbibed to still fatigue,
pain, or depression, while others were taken to promote hunger and libido. Our ancestors selected
for our neural hardware, and our propensity for seeking altered forms of consciousness as a survival
strategy may be intimately bound to our decision-making processes going back to the dawn of time.
Fourteen essays by a wide range of contributors—including founding president of the American
Anthropological Association’s Anthropology of Religion section Michael Winkelman, PhD; Carl A. P.
Ruck, PhD, Boston University professor of classics and an authority on the ecstatic rituals of the god
Dionysus; and world-renowned botanist Dr. Gaston Guzma, member of the Colombian National
Academy of Sciences and expert on hallucinogenic mushrooms—demonstrate that altering
consciousness continues to be an important part of human experience today. Anthropologists,
cultural historians, and anyone interested in the effects of mind-altering substances on the human
mind and soul will find this book deeply informative and inspiring.
  entheogen map: Entheogens and the Future of Religion Robert Forte, 2012-01-25 A study
of the importance of psychedelic plants and drugs in religion and society • With contributions by
Albert Hofmann, R. Gordon Wasson, Jack Kornfield, Terence McKenna, the Shulgins, Rick
Strassman, and others • Explores the importance of academic and religious freedom in the study of
psychedelics and the mind • Exposes the need for an organized spiritual context for entheogen use
in order to fully realize their transformative and sacred value We live in a time when a great many
voices are calling for a spiritual renewal to address the problems that face humanity, yet the way of
entheogens--one of the oldest and most widespread means of attaining a religious experience--is
forbidden, surrounded by controversy and misunderstanding. Widely employed in traditional
shamanic societies, entheogens figure prominently in the origins of religion and their use continues
today throughout the world. They alter consciousness in such a profound way that, depending on the
set and setting, they can produce the ultimate human experiences: union with God or revelation of
other mystical realities. With contributions by Albert Hofmann, Terence McKenna, Ann and
Alexander Shulgin, Thomas Riedlinger, Dale Pendell, and Rick Strassman as well as interviews with
R. Gordon Wasson and Jack Kornfield, this book explores ancient and modern uses of psychedelic
drugs, emphasizing the complementary relationship between science and mystical experience and
the importance of psychedelics to the future of religion and society. Revealing the mystical-religious
possibilities of substances such as psilocybin mushrooms, mescaline, and LSD, this book exposes the
vital need for developing an organized spiritual context for their use in order to fully realize their
transformative and sacred value. Stressing the importance of academic and religious freedom, the
authors call for a revival of scientific and religious inquiry into entheogens so they may be used
safely and legally by those seeking to cultivate their spiritual awareness.
  entheogen map: The Steersman John C. Lilly, 2009-06-15 In this intellectually bracing work,
John C. Lilly, whose groundbreaking research inspired Day of the Dolphins and Altered States, likens
humans to biochemical robots without an operating manual. By learning to program the robot, he
argues, humans gain spiritual independence. Knowing one’s core beliefs and understanding how
they direct one’s actions are critical steps towards such independence. But for many people,
spiritual beliefs are like clothes, put on and taken off for various occasions — and like clothes,
become a kind of confining uniform, rendering one person virtually identical to the next. In The
Steersman, Lilly shows readers how to identify their guiding beliefs and, most importantly, how to
change them in ways that they choose, making it possible to break out of the confines of beliefs
accepted without consideration and navigate a new path of self-discovery.
  entheogen map: The Entheogen Law Reporter , 1993
  entheogen map: Heads Jesse Jarnow, 2016-03-29 Heads: A Biography of Psychedelic America
uncovers a hidden history of the biggest psychedelic distribution and belief system the world has
ever known. Through a collection of fast-paced interlocking narratives, it animates the tale of an
alternate America and its wide-eyed citizens: the LSD-slinging graffiti writers of Central Park, the
Dead-loving AI scientists of Stanford, utopian Whole Earth homesteaders, black market chemists,



government-wanted Anonymous hackers, rogue explorers, East Village bluegrass pickers, spiritual
seekers, Internet pioneers, entrepreneurs, pranksters, pioneering DJs, and a nation of Deadheads.
WFMU DJ and veteran music writer Jesse Jarnow draws on extensive new firsthand accounts from
many never-before-interviewed subjects and a wealth of deep archival research to create a
comic-book-colored and panoramic American landscape, taking readers for a guided tour of the
hippie highway filled with lit-up explorers, peak trips, big busts, and scenic vistas, from Vermont to
the Pacific Northwest, from the old world head capitals of San Francisco and New York to the
geodesic dome-dotted valleys of Colorado and New Mexico. And with the psychedelic research
moving into the mainstream for the first time in decades, Heads also recounts the story of the quiet
entheogenic revolution that for years has been brewing resiliently in the Dead's Technicolor shadow.
Featuring over four dozen images, many never before seen-including pop artist Keith Haring's first
publicly sold work-Heads weaves one of the 20th and 21st centuries' most misunderstood
subcultures into the fabric of the nation's history. Written for anyone who wondered what happened
to the heads after the Acid Tests, through the '70s, during the Drug War, and on to the psychedelic
present, Heads collects the essential history of how LSD, Deadheads, tie-dye, and the occasional bad
trip have become familiar features of the American experience.
  entheogen map: The New Psychedelic Revolution James Oroc, 2018-01-16 A bold
exploration of modern psychedelic culture, its history, and future • Examines 3 modern psy-culture
architects: chemist Alexander “Sasha” Shulgin, mycologist-philosopher Terence McKenna, and
visionary artist Alex Grey • Investigates the use of microdosing in extreme sports, the psy-trance
festival experience, and the relationship between the ego, entheogens, and toxicity • Presents a
“History of Visionary Art,” from its roots in prehistory, to Ernst Fuchs and the Vienna School of the
Fantastic, to contemporary psychedelic art After the dismantling of a major acid laboratory in 2001
dramatically reduced the world supply of LSD, the psychedelic revolution of the 1960s appeared to
have finally run its course. But the opposite has actually proven to be true, and a psychedelic
renaissance is rapidly emerging with the rise in popularity of transformational festivals like Burning
Man and BOOM!, the return to positive media coverage of the potential benefits of entheogens, and
the growing number of celebrities willing to admit the benefits of their own personal use. Along with
the return of university research, the revival of psychedelic philosophy, and the increasing
popularity of visionary art, these new developments signify the beginning of a worldwide psychedelic
cultural revolution more integrated into the mainstream than the counterculture uprising of the
1960s. In his latest book, James Oroc defines the borders of 21st-century psychedelic culture
through the influence of its three main architects-- chemist Alexander Shulgin, mycologist Terence
McKenna, and visionary artist Alex Grey--before illustrating a number of facets of this “Second
Psychedelic Revolution,” including the use of microdosing in extreme sports, the tech-savvy
psychedelic community that has arisen around transformational festivals, and the relationship
between the ego, entheogens, and toxicity. This volume also presents for the first time a “History of
Visionary Art” that explains its importance to the emergence of visionary culture. Exploring the
practical role of entheogens in our selfish and fast-paced modern world, the author explains how
psychedelics are powerful tools to examine the ego and the shadow via the transpersonal
experience. Asserting that a cultural adoption of the entheogenic perspective is the best chance that
our society has to survive, he then proposes that our ongoing psychedelic revolution--now a century
old since the first synthesis of a psychedelic in 1918--offers the potential for the birth of a new
Visionary Age.
  entheogen map: Spirit Tech Wesley J. Wildman, Kate J. Stockly, 2025-08-22 Featuring a
Foreword by Mikey Siegel, founder of Consciousness Hacking. Technology can now control the
spiritual experience. This is a journey through the high-tech aids for psychological growth that are
changing our world, while exploring the safety, authenticity and ethics of this new world. We already
rely on technology to manage our health, sleep, relationships, and finances, so it's no surprise that
we're turning to technological aids for the spiritual journey. From apps that help us pray or
meditate, to cybernauts seeking the fast track to nirvana through magnetic brain stimulation, we are



on the brink of the most transformative revolution in the practice of religion: an era in which we
harness the power of spirit tech to deepen our experience of the divine. Spirit tech products are
rapidly improving in sophistication and power, and ordinary people need a trustworthy guide.
Through their own research and insiders' access to the top innovators and early adopters, Wesley J.
Wildman and Kate J. Stockly take you deep inside an evolving world: - Find out how increasingly
popular wearables work on your brain, promising a shortcut to transformative meditative states. -
Meet the inventor of the God Helmet who developed a tool to increase psychic skills, and overcome
fear, sadness, and anger. - Visit churches that use ayahuasca as their sacrament and explore the
booming industry of psychedelic tourism. - Journey to a mansion in the heart of Silicon Valley where
a group of scientists and entrepreneurs are working feverishly to bring brain-based spirit tech
applications to the masses. - Discover a research team who achieved brain-to-brain communication
between individuals thousands of miles apart, harnessing neurofeedback techniques to sync and
share emotions among group members. Spirit Tech offers readers a compelling glimpse into the
future and is the definitive guide to the fascinating world of new innovations for personal
transformation, spiritual growth, and pushing the boundaries of human nature.
  entheogen map: Mindapps Thomas B. Roberts, 2019-06-18 An exploration of “mind design”
technologies and practices--mindapps--that boost intellectual capacity and enable new ways of
thought and action • Reveals how mindapps transform the patterns of our mind-body complex and
help generate new ideas by enabling access to new mind states • Examines the singlestate
fallacy--the myth that useful thinking only occurs in our ordinary awake mental state • Explores a
wealth of mindapp practices and techniques, including microdosing with psychedelics, yoga and
martial arts, hypnosis, breathing techniques, lucid dreaming, rites of passage, biofeedback and
neurofeedback, and transcranial brain stimulation Just as we can write and install apps in our
electronic devices, we can construct “mindapps” and install them in our brain-mind complex, and as
just as digital apps add capabilities to our devices, mindapps can expand our mental powers and
creative abilities, allowing us to intentionally redesign our minds. Using psychedelics as the prime
example, Thomas B. Roberts explores the many different kinds of mindapps, including meditation,
other psychoactive plants and chemicals, sensory overload and deprivation, biofeedback and
neurofeedback, hypnosis and suggestion, sleep and lucid dreaming, creative imagery, transcranial
brain stimulation and optical brain stimulation, rites of passage, martial arts and exercise routines,
yoga, breathing techniques, and contemplative prayer. He also looks at the future of mindapps, the
potential for new mindapps yet to be invented, and how installing multiple mindapps can produce
new, yet to be explored mind states. Drawing on decades of research, he shows how psychedelics in
particular are “ideagens”--powerful tools for generating new ideas and new ways of thinking.
Uniting the many forms of mindapps into one overall Multistate Mind Theory, Roberts examines the
singlestate fallacy--the myth that useful thinking only occurs in our ordinary awake mental state--and
demonstrates the many mind-body states we are capable of. He shows how mindapps not only allow
us to design and redesign our own minds but also offer benefits for artistic performance, mystical
and spiritual experience, and scientific research by improving creativity, open-mindedness, problem
solving, and inner-brain connections. Reformulating how we think about the human mind, Mindapps
unveils the new multistate landscape of the mind and how we can each enter the world of mind
design.
  entheogen map: The Spirit of the Internet Lawrence Hagerty, 2000-09
  entheogen map: The Healing Power of Spirituality [3 volumes] J. Harold Ellens,
2009-12-30 This three-volume set addresses how the role of spirituality and its constructive
expressions in various religions--and outside of formal religion--enhances human personality and
experience. Theologian and acclaimed scholar J. Harold Ellens now offers a breakthrough work on
the positive impact of faith. In The Healing Power of Spirituality and Religion, an extraordinary
group of scholars discuss the latest scientific research into the connection between belief and
psychological and physical well-being. Each volume of The Healing Power of Spirituality focuses on a
specific aspect of the scientific exploration of faith and well being: volume one examines the healing



power of personal spiritualities like I Ching and Transcendentalism; volume two looks at the subject
in the context of Christianity, Judaism, and other world faiths; and volume three explores the
psychodynamics of healing spirituality and religion, including the role of biochemical and chemical
reactions in heightening psychospiritual apperception. 55 distinguished contributors, representing
numerous religious traditions, research disciplines, and psychospiritual perspectives, from North
America, Latin America, Africa, Asia, and Europe Graphic illustrations of brain functions under
varied conditions with various electrical and chemical stimuli, as well as a graphic depiction of
personal narrative material
  entheogen map: The Power Within Tav Sparks, 2019-07-02 'The Power Within is a treasure
trove of important information for people involved in self-exploration and healing, as well as
individuals who facilitate and support their process. - Stanislav Grof, M.D., author of Psychology of
the Future, Healing our Deepest Wounds, and The Cosmic Game and co-author of Holotropic
Breathwork (with Christina Grof) Only by accessing the healing and spiritual potential of the power
within, which Tav Sparks so eloquently describes, can we respond, both as individuals and
collectively, to the challenges involved in the birthing of a globally inter- connected and loving
world. - Rick Doblin, founder and executive director of the Multidisciplinary Association for
Psychedelic Studies (MAPS) A sweeping review of contemporary psychological thought through a
lens of direct experience... A valuable and innovative book. - Jim Fadiman, author of The Psychedelic
Explorer's GuideIn The Power Within, Tav shares a truth he has taught for decades... there is an
Inner Healer within us all that, when met with awareness, cooperation and proper support, propels
individuals and collectives into the fast lane for healing, consciousness, and empowerment. - Kylea
Taylor, author of The Breathwork Experience, and Considering Holotropic BreathworkBoth healers
and seekers will find The Power Within a treasure of hard-won insights and observations from a
lifetime of therapeutic work with non- ordinary states of consciousness. - Richard Tarnas, professor
of psychology and cultural history, California Institute of Integral Studies The Power Within conveys
the good news that expanded states of consciousness are more readily accessible than many of us
may had suspected; in fact, in the right set and setting, expanded awareness is only a few breaths
away. - Michael Mithoefer, M.D.
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