
examination day short story summary

examination day short story summary provides a concise overview of the thought-provoking narrative
centered around a dystopian society where intelligence testing determines an individual's fate. This story, often
studied in literature classes, highlights themes of government control, fear, and the consequences of a rigid
societal system. The plot revolves around a young boy and his family facing the anxiety and tension of the
mandated intelligence examination. Understanding the key elements of the story, including its setting,
characters, and plot development, is essential to grasp the underlying messages conveyed by the author. This
article explores these aspects in detail and offers insight into the story’s impact and relevance. The following
sections cover the plot summary, themes, character analysis, and the story's significance in contemporary
discussions about education and control.
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Plot Summary of Examination Day

The examination day short story summary begins by introducing a society where the government exercises strict
control over its citizens, especially children. Every child reaching a certain age must take an intelligence exam,
which determines their future opportunities and freedoms. The story focuses on a boy named Dickie and his
parents as they prepare for and attend the examination. Despite their initial confidence, the family experiences
growing tension as the exam results are revealed. The narrative concludes with a startling and tragic
outcome that underscores the story's critical view of authoritarian governance and the suppression of
individuality.

Key Events in the Plot

The story's progression can be outlined as follows:

Introduction of the government’s intelligence testing policy.

Dickie’s preparation for the exam under his parents’ watchful eyes.

The journey to the testing center and the examination process.

The anxious wait for the test results.

The revelation of Dickie’s test score and its consequences.



Main Characters in the Story

The characters in examination day short story summary provide insight into the societal pressures and
emotional conflicts central to the narrative. Each character embodies different aspects of the story’s themes,
making their analysis crucial for a full understanding.

Dickie

Dickie is the young protagonist who represents the innocence caught in a harsh system. His experience highlights
the vulnerability of youth under oppressive regimes. Throughout the story, his emotions shift from confidence
to fear, illustrating the psychological impact of the examination.

Dickie’s Parents

His parents portray the conflicted role of citizens who must comply with government rules while protecting
their child. They demonstrate a mix of hope, anxiety, and helplessness, emphasizing the human cost of such
societal control mechanisms.

Themes and Symbolism

The examination day short story summary reveals several prominent themes that contribute to its enduring
significance. These themes explore the consequences of authoritarianism and the dehumanizing effects of rigid
social structures.

Government Control and Oppression

The story critiques governments that limit personal freedom through intrusive policies like mandatory testing.
It reflects fears about surveillance and loss of individuality in controlled societies.

Fear and Anxiety

The pervasive fear experienced by the characters highlights the emotional toll of living under constant
scrutiny. Anxiety about the examination serves as a metaphor for the broader societal pressure to conform.

Intelligence and Worth

The narrative questions the value placed on intelligence as a singular measure of a person’s worth, exposing
the dangers of such reductionist views.

Setting and Context

The setting of the story is a dystopian future where government mandates dictate personal and social
outcomes. This context shapes the narrative and supports its themes of control and conformity.



Time and Place

The story is set in an unspecified future, lending it a universal quality that warns against potential directions
society might take. The setting is deliberately vague to emphasize the story’s allegorical nature.

Societal Environment

The environment is marked by strict regulations and a lack of personal freedoms. Citizens live under constant
government surveillance, and children face life-changing tests at a young age.

Author’s Purpose and Message

The author’s intent in crafting the examination day short story summary was to provoke critical thought
about the role of government and the value of human life beyond measurable traits. The story serves as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of authoritarianism and the loss of individuality.

Caution Against Authoritarianism

The narrative warns readers about the potential consequences of unchecked governmental power, particularly
when it invades private life and enforces conformity.

Advocacy for Individuality

The story champions the importance of recognizing human complexity and the dangers of reducing people to mere
statistics or test scores.

Relevance and Impact

Despite being a short story, its themes remain highly relevant in modern discussions about education, government
surveillance, and personal freedoms. The examination day short story summary continues to be a powerful
tool for examining ethical and social issues.

Educational Importance

The story is widely taught in schools to encourage critical thinking about societal structures and the role
of intelligence testing.

Contemporary Discussions

Its themes resonate in debates about standardized testing, privacy rights, and government overreach, making it
a lasting contribution to literary and social discourse.

Key Takeaways

Examination as a metaphor for societal control.



The psychological impact of oppressive regimes.

The critique of valuing intelligence over humanity.

The importance of questioning authority and policies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the short story 'Examination Day'?

The central theme of 'Examination Day' is the dangers of a totalitarian government and the loss of
individuality through controlled intelligence testing.

Who is the protagonist in 'Examination Day' and what is his situation?

The protagonist is a young boy named Dickie Jordan, who is about to take a government-mandated intelligence
test on his twelfth birthday.

What is the setting of 'Examination Day'?

The story is set in a dystopian future where the government strictly controls the population through
intelligence testing on children.

What happens during the examination in the story?

During the examination, Dickie takes a difficult intelligence test administered by the government, which measures
his IQ.

What is the twist ending of 'Examination Day'?

The twist is that Dickie's parents already knew his test results and his father reveals that Dickie scored above
the acceptable limit, implying severe consequences.

Why is the intelligence test important in 'Examination Day'?

The intelligence test is important because it determines whether a child is allowed to live, reflecting the
government's oppressive control over its citizens.

What message does 'Examination Day' convey about government control?

The story conveys a warning about oppressive government control and how it can lead to the suppression of
individual freedoms and tragic outcomes.

How do Dickie’s parents react to the examination results?

Dickie's parents appear anxious and resigned, knowing the consequences of his high intelligence score, which
foreshadows a grim fate.



What genre does 'Examination Day' belong to?

'Examination Day' is a dystopian science fiction short story with elements of social commentary and suspense.

Additional Resources
1. “Examination Day” by Henry Slesar – Short Story Summary and Analysis
This book offers a detailed summary and analysis of Henry Slesar’s “Examination Day.” It explores the story’s
themes of government control, the impact of intelligence testing, and the dystopian setting. Readers gain insight
into the characters’ motivations and the chilling conclusion of the narrative.

2. Understanding Dystopian Literature: A Study of “Examination Day”
Focuses on the dystopian elements present in “Examination Day,” this book examines the societal implications of
the story’s setting. It discusses how the government’s oppressive policies reflect fears of authoritarianism and
loss of individuality. The analysis also connects the story to broader dystopian works.

3. Short Stories for Critical Thinking: “Examination Day” and Beyond
Designed for educators and students, this book includes “Examination Day” alongside other thought-provoking
short stories. Each story is accompanied by summaries, discussion questions, and critical thinking exercises
aimed at enhancing comprehension and interpretation skills.

4. Thematic Explorations in Henry Slesar’s Works: Focus on “Examination Day”
This volume delves into recurring themes across Henry Slesar’s writing, with a special focus on “Examination
Day.” It analyzes themes such as government surveillance, family dynamics, and societal expectations. The book
also places the story within the context of Cold War era anxieties.

5. “Examination Day”: A Classroom Guide to Teaching and Discussion
A practical resource for teachers, this guide provides a summary of “Examination Day” and suggests lesson
plans and discussion topics. It encourages students to consider ethical questions raised by the story and to
relate its themes to contemporary issues.

6. Science Fiction Short Stories: Summaries and Interpretations of “Examination Day”
This compilation includes “Examination Day” as a key example of science fiction short stories. It offers concise
summaries and interpretations that highlight the speculative aspects and social commentary within the story.

7. Government Control and Individual Rights: Insights from “Examination Day”
This book explores the tension between state authority and personal freedom as depicted in “Examination Day.”
Through summary and critical discussion, it examines how the story critiques invasive governmental policies
and the consequences for citizens.

8. Literary Analysis of “Examination Day”: Plot, Characters, and Symbolism
Providing a thorough summary, this book breaks down the plot structure, character development, and
symbolism in “Examination Day.” It helps readers understand the deeper meanings behind the story’s events and the
significance of its ending.

9. Short Story Anthology: Highlighting “Examination Day” and Its Themes
This anthology features “Examination Day” among other influential short stories, accompanied by summaries
and thematic essays. It is designed for readers interested in exploring powerful narratives that address societal
and ethical dilemmas.
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  examination day short story summary: Read, Talk, Write Laura Robb, 2016-09-16 Yes—we
can have our cake and eat it too! We can improve students’ reading and writing performance
without sacrificing authenticity. In Read, Talk, Write, Laura Robb shows us how. First, she makes
sure students know the basics of six types of talk. Next, she shares 35 lessons that support rich
conversation. Finally, she includes new pieces by Seymour Simon, Kathleen Krull, and others so you
have texts to use right away. Read, Talk, Write: it’s a process your students not only can do, but one
they will love to do.
  examination day short story summary: Exam Secrets in Literature-in-English: What
JAMB, WAEC and NECO Want from Candidates Mazi Basil Nwokorie, Exam Secrets in
Literature-in-English: What JAMB, WAEC, NECO and NABTEB Want from candidates is specifically
crafted for students and candidates who are preparing to take the examinations in
Literature-in-English, as administered by esteemed bodies such as Joint Admission And
Matriculation Board (JAMB), West African Examination Council (WAEC), National Examination
Council (NECO) and other similar institutions across Nigeria and Anglophonic West Africa. With
clear guidance and focused insights, it equips candidates with the knowledge and strategies needed
to succeed in these examinations confidently.
  examination day short story summary: The Medical Summary R. H. Andrews, 1900 Edited by
R.H. Andrews.
  examination day short story summary: The Hemingway Short Story George Monteiro,
2017-03-23 Ernest Hemingway revolutionized the American short story, establishing himself as a
master of realist fiction in the tradition of Guy de Mauppasant. Yet none of Hemingway's emulators
has succeeded in duplicating his understated, minimalist style. In his Iceberg Theory of fiction, only
the tip of the story is seen on the surface--the rest is submerged out of sight. This study surveys the
scope of Hemingway's mastery of the short story form, enabling a fuller understanding of such
works as Indian Camp, Big Two-Hearted River, The Killers, The Mother of a Queen, In Another
Country, Hills Like White Elephants, The Snows of Kilimanjaro, and The Mercenaries, among many
others. All 13 stories from his underrated Winner Take Nothing collection are evaluated in detail.
  examination day short story summary: Metropolitan Pulpit and Homiletic Monthly , 1927
  examination day short story summary: Library of Congress Catalog United States, 1977
  examination day short story summary: Flannery O'Connor R. Neil Scott, 2002
  examination day short story summary: Reader's Guide to Literature in English Mark
Hawkins-Dady, 2012-12-06 Reader's Guide Literature in English provides expert guidance to, and
critical analysis of, the vast number of books available within the subject of English literature, from
Anglo-Saxon times to the current American, British and Commonwealth scene. It is designed to help
students, teachers and librarians choose the most appropriate books for research and study.
  examination day short story summary: Independent and Weekly Review , 1918
  examination day short story summary: The Saturday Review of Politics, Literature,
Science and Art , 1910
  examination day short story summary: Library of Congress Catalog: Motion Pictures
and Filmstrips Library of Congress, 1968
  examination day short story summary: The University correspondent and University
correspondence college magazine (and The Educational review). , 1891
  examination day short story summary: Sessional Papers Great Britain. Parliament. House
of Commons, 1908
  examination day short story summary: Athenaeum and Literary Chronicle , 1859
  examination day short story summary: Justice of the Peace and Local Government
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Review , 1841
  examination day short story summary: Fundamentals of the Physical Therapy Examination:
Patient Interview and Tests & Measures Stacie J. Fruth, 2013-02-14 Fundamentals of the Physical
Therapy Examination: Patient Interview and Tests & Measures introduces physical therapy students
to essential screening and examination techniques that form the foundation of their practice, across
all body systems. It then builds on the foundational knowledge and helps students develop clinical
decision-making skills. Experienced clinicians make numerous and rapid decisions about what
questions to ask during a patient interview, what systems need to be screened for problems that lie
outside the scope of physical therapy, and what tests and measures must be performed during an
initial patient examination. Physical therapy students and some new graduates often struggle with
this decision-making process and answering the why questions. This text provides the reader with
fundamental, step-by-step approach to the subjective and objective portions of the examination
process for a broad spectrum of patients within the musculoskeletal, neuromuscular, integumentary,
and cardiopulmonary realms (according to the Guide to Physical Therapist Practice). Ample rationale
is provided for why a test/measure would or would not be selected based on the patient's diagnosis
or presentation. In addition to rationale to help with the clinical decision-making process, case
examples and sample documentation will also be provided. Each new textbook includes access to an
extensive array of online videos demonstrating the how to for a wide variety of fundamental physical
therapy tests and measures, such as gross strength testing, various sensory tests, reflex assessment,
and examples of a number of abnormal gait patterns. Also included in the videos are two complete
patient examinations (interview and tests/measures), one musculoskeletal and one neurological. Key
Features Clinical decision-making flow charts Key point callouts Clinical challenge questions
Rationales Case examples Documentation examples Hundreds of full-color photographs Videos* (an
online access code accompanies each new print textbook) Key Topics Patient interview techniques
and communication tools, including sample interview questions Review of body systems Overview of
physical screening tests and measures as outlined by the Guide to Physical Therapist Practice
Descriptions, rationales, and case scenarios for each test and measure The step-by-step approach
Types of tests and measures: Observation, mental status, and functional assessment Musculoskeletal
screening Neurological screening Integumentary screening Companion Website* includes: Key
Image Review Web Links Videos of Patient Interviews and Exams Videos of Exam Procedures:
Musculoskeletal patient interview and exam Neurological patient interview and exam Gait
abnormalities Videos of Tests and Measures: Postural assessments Range of motion Muscle length
testing Gross strength testing Dermatome/myotome testing Deep tendon reflexes Sensation C
  examination day short story summary: Scanty plot of ground William T. Going, 2019-01-14
No detailed description available for Scanty plot of ground.
  examination day short story summary: Love in the Time of Cholera by Gabriel García
Márquez | Summary & Study Guide ,
  examination day short story summary: A Brief History of Chinese Fiction Lu Hsun,
2000-12 Lu Hsun, pioneer and standard-bearer of modern Chinese literature, wrote this book during
the early twenties. It is a study of the historical development of Chinese fiction from early myths and
legends down to well-developed long novels written at the end of the Ching Dynasty.The
characteristics of various forms of fiction through the centuries, the development of these forms and
their influence on each other are lucidly presented, while such major works as the novels Hung Lou
Meng (A Dream of Red Mansions) and Shue Hu Chuan (Water Margin) are reviewed in
detail.Chinese fiction had its roots in story telling, and the feudal ruling class despised folk literature
of this kind. The May 4th Movement of 1919 dealt a mortal blow to the feudal forces in Chinese
culture. Then the study of this form of literature began to make headway, Lu Hsun being one of the
first to carry out research in this field.This book, the earliest systematic study of the history of
Chinese fiction by a Chinese writer, still exercises a great influence among Chinese scholars.This
English translation is illustrated with reproductions of early Chinese woodcuts.
  examination day short story summary: Athenaeum James Silk Buckingham, John Sterling,



Frederick Denison Maurice, Henry Stebbing, Charles Wentworth Dilke, Thomas Kibble Hervey,
William Hepworth Dixon, Norman Maccoll, Vernon Horace Rendall, John Middleton Murry, 1859
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