
eric foner historian
eric foner historian is widely recognized as one of the preeminent scholars in American history,
particularly known for his expertise on the Civil War, Reconstruction, and the broader issues of
freedom and equality in the United States. His extensive body of work has significantly shaped
contemporary understanding of 19th-century American history, offering nuanced interpretations that
challenge traditional narratives. This article will explore the life, academic career, key contributions,
and influence of Eric Foner as a historian. It will also highlight his major publications and the lasting
impact of his scholarship on both academia and public discourse. By examining the themes and
methodologies employed by Eric Foner, readers can gain insight into why he is considered a leading
figure in the field of American history.
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Early Life and Education
Eric Foner historian began his journey in New York City, where he was born into a family deeply
engaged in intellectual and political life. He pursued his undergraduate studies at Columbia
University, followed by graduate work at Princeton University, where he earned his Ph.D. His early
academic influences included prominent historians who shaped his critical approach to American
history. This foundation laid the groundwork for Foner’s lifelong commitment to exploring the
complexities of freedom, race, and democracy in the United States.

Academic Career and Teaching
Eric Foner’s academic career spans several prestigious institutions, reflecting his stature as a
distinguished historian. He has held teaching positions at universities such as Columbia University,
where he is currently a professor. Throughout his career, Foner has mentored countless students and
contributed to the development of history curricula that emphasize critical thinking and diverse
perspectives on American history.



Teaching Philosophy
Foner emphasizes the importance of understanding history as a dynamic and contested field. His
teaching encourages students to analyze primary sources and engage with multiple viewpoints,
fostering a comprehensive understanding of historical events and themes. This approach has
influenced generations of historians and students alike.

Academic Contributions
Beyond the classroom, Eric Foner historian has played an active role in academic organizations and
editorial boards, shaping the direction of historical scholarship. His involvement in historical societies
and conferences underscores his commitment to advancing the field.

Major Works and Publications
Eric Foner historian is perhaps best known for his prolific writing, which includes numerous books,
articles, and essays that have become essential readings in American history. His scholarship is
characterized by meticulous research and a clear, accessible writing style that appeals to both
academics and general readers.

Notable Books

Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863–1877 – A definitive account that
reexamines the Reconstruction era and its impact on American society.

Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction – A detailed narrative
exploring the emancipation of enslaved people and the subsequent political changes.

The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery – An insightful biography that
analyzes Lincoln’s evolving views on slavery and freedom.

Gateway to Freedom: The Hidden History of the Underground Railroad – A
groundbreaking study uncovering new dimensions of the Underground Railroad’s operation.

Scholarly Articles and Essays
In addition to his books, Eric Foner has published numerous articles in leading historical journals.
These works often focus on themes such as civil rights, constitutional history, and the legacy of
slavery. His essays contribute to ongoing debates and enrich the historiographical landscape.



Contributions to the Study of Reconstruction
Eric Foner historian is especially renowned for reshaping the understanding of the Reconstruction era,
a period following the Civil War that has been subject to varied interpretations. His research highlights
the struggles for racial justice and the political battles that defined this transformative time.

Reinterpretation of Reconstruction
Foner challenged the long-standing narrative that portrayed Reconstruction as a failed experiment
dominated by corruption and misrule. Instead, he presented it as a revolutionary effort to establish
civil rights and extend democracy. His work emphasizes the agency of African Americans and the
significant advances made during this period.

Impact on Historical Scholarship
Through his detailed analysis and use of diverse sources, Eric Foner has influenced historians to
reconsider the complexities of Reconstruction. His interpretation has become a foundational
framework for understanding this era, inspiring further research and debate.

Influence on Historiography and Public History
Eric Foner historian’s impact extends beyond academia into public history and the broader cultural
understanding of America’s past. His ability to communicate complex historical themes to a wider
audience has enhanced public knowledge and appreciation of American history.

Public Engagement
Foner has contributed to documentaries, public lectures, and museum exhibitions, bringing historical
insights to non-specialists. His role as a public intellectual helps bridge the gap between scholarly
research and popular understanding.

Shaping Historiography
His work has prompted a reevaluation of key periods and figures in American history, influencing
textbooks, educational programs, and scholarly debates. Eric Foner’s historiographical contributions
have helped create a more inclusive and nuanced narrative of the nation’s past.

Recognition and Awards
Throughout his career, Eric Foner historian has received numerous awards and honors recognizing his
scholarly excellence and contributions to history. These accolades reflect his status as a leading
figure in the field and his influence on both scholarship and public discourse.



Pulitzer Prize for History

Bancroft Prize

National Humanities Medal

Membership in the American Academy of Arts and Sciences

Multiple honorary degrees from prestigious universities

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Eric Foner?
Eric Foner is a prominent American historian specializing in the Civil War, Reconstruction, and
American political history. He is known for his extensive work on the history of slavery and
emancipation.

What are some of Eric Foner's most influential books?
Some of Eric Foner's most influential books include 'Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution,
1863–1877,' 'The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery,' and 'Gateway to Freedom: The
Hidden History of the Underground Railroad.'

What contributions has Eric Foner made to the study of
Reconstruction?
Eric Foner revolutionized the study of Reconstruction by emphasizing its significance as a
transformative period in American history. He highlighted the era's advances in civil rights and the
challenges faced during the attempt to rebuild and integrate Southern society after the Civil War.

Has Eric Foner received any notable awards for his work?
Yes, Eric Foner has received numerous prestigious awards, including the Pulitzer Prize for History in
2011 for his book 'The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery,' as well as the Bancroft
Prize and the Lincoln Prize.

Where has Eric Foner taught and conducted his research?
Eric Foner has been a professor at Columbia University for many years, where he has taught
American history and conducted much of his research. He is also a prolific public intellectual,
frequently contributing to discussions on American history and politics.



Additional Resources
1. Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877
Eric Foner’s seminal work explores the transformative period of Reconstruction in the United States
following the Civil War. He examines the political, social, and economic changes during this era,
emphasizing the struggles for racial equality and the legacy of emancipation. The book challenges
earlier interpretations and highlights the unfinished nature of the revolution sparked by the war.

2. Give Me Liberty! An American History
This comprehensive textbook by Eric Foner offers an accessible yet thorough overview of American
history from the colonial period to the present. It emphasizes themes of freedom and democracy,
exploring how different groups have sought liberty throughout U.S. history. The book is widely used in
academic settings for its clear narrative and insightful analysis.

3. Gateway to Freedom: The Hidden History of the Underground Railroad
In this engaging work, Foner sheds light on the role of New York City in the Underground Railroad and
the broader abolitionist movement. He reveals the complex networks of activists, both black and
white, who helped enslaved people escape to freedom. The book uncovers lesser-known stories and
highlights the courage and determination of those involved.

4. The Story of American Freedom
Foner traces the evolving concept of freedom in American history, exploring how its meaning has
changed over time. From the Revolutionary era to the present, he investigates the tensions and
contradictions between freedom and inequality. This book offers a deep understanding of how
freedom has been both a rallying cry and a contested ideal.

5. Politics and Ideology in the Age of the Civil War
This collection of essays by Eric Foner examines the political ideas and movements that shaped the
United States during the tumultuous years leading up to and including the Civil War. Foner analyzes
the debates over slavery, union, and democracy, providing insight into the ideological battles that
defined the era. The book is essential for understanding the intellectual context of the Civil War.

6. Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology of the Republican Party before the Civil War
Foner explores the rise of the Republican Party and its foundational beliefs in free labor and
opposition to the expansion of slavery. He explains how these ideas resonated with northern voters
and shaped the political landscape of the 1850s. The book offers a detailed account of the ideological
foundations that led to the Civil War.

7. Our Lincoln: New Perspectives on Lincoln and His World
As editor of this collection, Eric Foner brings together essays that reconsider Abraham Lincoln’s life,
presidency, and legacy. The volume presents fresh interpretations and debates about Lincoln’s
policies on slavery, emancipation, and Reconstruction. It is a valuable resource for anyone interested
in the complexities of Lincoln’s leadership.

8. Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction
This concise book provides an accessible overview of the end of slavery and the challenges of
Reconstruction. Foner highlights the experiences of formerly enslaved people and the political
struggles that followed emancipation. The narrative underscores the ongoing fight for civil rights and
justice in the post-Civil War United States.

9. Who Owns History? Rethinking the Past in a Changing World



In this thought-provoking work, Foner addresses the controversies surrounding the interpretation and
ownership of history. He discusses how history is used in public debates, education, and politics,
emphasizing the importance of understanding different perspectives. The book encourages readers to
critically engage with history in the modern world.
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  eric foner historian: Who Owns History? Eric Foner, 2002-04-20 Publisher Description
  eric foner historian: Reconstruction Eric Foner, 2002-02-05 This masterful treatment of one
of the most complex periods of American history (New Republic) made history when it was originally
published in 1988. It redefined how Reconstruction was viewed by historians and people everywhere
in its chronicling of how Americans -- black and white -- responded to the unprecedented changes
unleashed by the war and the end of slavery. This smart book of enormous strengths (Boston Globe)
has since gone on to become the classic work on the wrenching post-Civil War period -- an era whose
legacy reverberates still today in the United States.
  eric foner historian: Forever Free Eric Foner, 2013-06-26 From one of our most distinguished
historians, a new examination of the vitally important years of Emancipation and Reconstruction
during and immediately following the Civil War–a necessary reconsideration that emphasizes the
era’s political and cultural meaning for today’s America. In Forever Free, Eric Foner overturns
numerous assumptions growing out of the traditional understanding of the period, which is based
almost exclusively on white sources and shaped by (often unconscious) racism. He presents the
period as a time of determination, especially on the part of recently emancipated black Americans,
to put into effect the principles of equal rights and citizenship for all. Drawing on a wide range of
long-neglected documents, he places a new emphasis on the centrality of the black experience to an
understanding of the era. We see African Americans as active agents in overthrowing slavery, in
helping win the Civil War, and–even more actively–in shaping Reconstruction and creating a legacy
long obscured and misunderstood. Foner makes clear how, by war’s end, freed slaves in the South
built on networks of church and family in order to exercise their right of suffrage as well as gain
access to education, land, and employment. He shows us that the birth of the Ku Klux Klan and
renewed acts of racial violence were retaliation for the progress made by blacks soon after the war.
He refutes lingering misconceptions about Reconstruction, including the attribution of its ills to
corrupt African American politicians and “carpetbaggers,” and connects it to the movements for civil
rights and racial justice. Joshua Brown’s illustrated commentary on the era’s graphic art and
photographs complements the narrative. He offers a unique portrait of how Americans envisioned
their world and time. Forever Free is an essential contribution to our understanding of the events
that fundamentally reshaped American life after the Civil War–a persuasive reading of history that
transforms our sense of the era from a time of failure and despair to a threshold of hope and
achievement.
  eric foner historian: Give Me Liberty! An American History Eric Foner, 2016-09-15 Give Me
Liberty! is the #1 book in the U.S. history survey course because it works in the classroom. A
single-author text by a leader in the field, Give Me Liberty! delivers an authoritative, accessible,
concise, and integrated American history. Updated with powerful new scholarship on borderlands
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and the West, the Fifth Edition brings new interactive History Skills Tutorials and Norton InQuizitive
for History, the award-winning adaptive quizzing tool. The best-selling Seagull Edition is also
available in full color for the first time.
  eric foner historian: Story of American Freedom Eric Foner, 1999-09-07 Freedom is the
cornerstone of his sweeping narrative that focuses not only congressional debates and political
treatises since the Revolution but how the fight for freedom took place on plantation and picket lines
and in parlors and bedrooms.
  eric foner historian: Voices of Freedom: "What is freedom?": reconstruction, 1865-1877 Eric
Foner, 2004
  eric foner historian: Give Me Liberty! an American History 5e Full 1 Volume with Ebook and
IQ Eric Foner, 2017 The leading text in the U.S. survey course.
  eric foner historian: Give Me Liberty! Eric Foner, 2013-10-29 It's the leading text in the field
because it works in the classroom.
  eric foner historian: Give Me Liberty! Eric Foner, 2008 Adopted at over 600 universities,
colleges, and schools across the country, Eric Foner's Give Me Liberty! is making a difference in the
American history survey course.
  eric foner historian: The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery Eric Foner,
2011-09-20 From a master historian comes the story of Lincoln's--and the nation's--transformation
through the crucible of slavery and emancipation.
  eric foner historian: Give Me Liberty! and Voices of Freedom Eric Foner, 2014-04-07 The
leading text in a brief, full-color edition.
  eric foner historian: Battles for Freedom Eric Foner, 2017-04-30 In thiscollection of
polemical pieces, Foner expounds on the relevance ofAbraham Lincoln's legacy in the age of Obama
and on the need foranother era of Reconstruction. In addition to articles in which Fonercalls out
politicians and the powerful for their abuse and misuseof American history, Foner assesses some of
his fellow leadinghistorians of the late 20th century, including Richard Hofstadter,Howard Zinn and
Eric Hobsbawm. Foner ends with an open letterto Bernie Sanders analysing the great tradition of
radicalism thathe has spent his career studying and which, he argues, Americansof progressive
disposition should seek to celebrate and retrieve.
  eric foner historian: Give Me Liberty! Eric Foner, 2017 The leading text in the U.S. survey
course.
  eric foner historian: Give Me Liberty! Eric Foner, 2014 The leading text, in a compact, value
edition.
  eric foner historian: Give Me Liberty! (vol. 2) Eric Foner, 2014
  eric foner historian: The New American History American Historical Association, 1997
Originally released in 1990, The New American Historyedited for the American Historical
Association by Eric Foner, has become an indispensable volume for teachers and students. In essays
that chart the shifts in interpretation within their fields, some of our most prominent American
historians survey the key works and themes in the scholarship of the last three decades. Along with
substantially revised essays from the first edition, this volume presents three entirely new ones - on
intellectual history, the history of the West, and the histories of the family and sexuality. The second
edition of The New American Historyreflects, in Foner's words, the continuing vitality and creativity
of the study of the past, how traditional fields are being expanded and redefined even as new ones
are created. Author note: Eric Foner is DeWitt Clinton Professor of History at Columbia University.
He is the author of numerous books, including Reconstruction, 1863-1877which was awarded the
Bancroft Prize.
  eric foner historian: Freedom Road Howard Fast, 1995-01-01
  eric foner historian: Tom Paine and Revolutionary America Eric Foner, 2005 Since its
publication in 1976, Tom Paine and Revolutionary America hasbeen recognized as a classic study of
the career of the foremost politicalpamphleteer of the Age of Revolution, and a model of how to
integrate thepolitical, intellectual, and social history of the struggle for



Americanindependence.Foner skillfully brings together an account of Paine's remarkable career
witha careful examination of the social worlds within which he operated, in GreatBritain, France,
and especially the United States. He explores Paine's politicaland social ideas and the way he
popularized them by pioneering a new form ofpolitical writing, using simple, direct language and
addressing himself to areading public far broader than previous writers had commanded. He shows
whichof Paine's views remained essentially fixed throughout his career, whiledirecting attention to
the ways his stance on social questions evolved under thepressure of events. This enduring work
makes clear the tremendous impact Paine'swriting exerted on the American Revolution, and
suggests why he failed to have asimilar impact during his career in revolutionary France. And it
offers newinsights into the nature and internal tensions of the republican outlook thathelped to
shape the Revolution.In a new preface, Foner discusses the origins of this book and the influencesof
the 1960s and 1970s on its writing. He also looks at how Paine has beenadopted by scholars and
politicians of many stripes, and has even been calledthe patron saint of the Internet.
  eric foner historian: A Short History of Reconstruction Eric Foner, 2010-10-19 An abridged
version of Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, the definitive study of the aftermath of
the Civil War, winner of the Bancroft Prize, Avery O. Craven Prize, Los Angeles Times Book Award,
Francis Parkman Prize, and Lionel Trilling Prize.
  eric foner historian: Give Me Liberty! Eric Foner, 2014
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