dreaming in cuban author

dreaming in cuban author Cristina Garcia is a distinguished Cuban-American
writer renowned for her compelling narratives that explore themes of
identity, exile, and cultural heritage. Her debut novel, "Dreaming in Cuban,"
published in 1992, established her as a significant voice in contemporary
literature, particularly in the genre of Latinx and immigrant storytelling.
The novel delves deep into the lives of three generations of Cuban women,
intertwining personal and political histories against the backdrop of Cuba’s
complex socio-political landscape. This article examines the life and
literary contributions of the dreaming in cuban author, highlighting the
themes, style, and cultural impact of her work. Additionally, it explores
Garcia’s influence on Hispanic literature and her continued relevance in
discussions about diaspora and memory. For readers and scholars interested in
Latin American literature and immigrant narratives, understanding Cristina
Garcia’'s role as the dreaming in cuban author provides valuable insight into
the broader context of Cuban-American literature and identity formation.
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Biography of the Dreaming in Cuban Author

Cristina Garcia, the dreaming in cuban author, was born in Havana, Cuba, in
1958. Her family left Cuba in 1961 and settled in the United States, where
Garcia grew up and later pursued higher education. She studied at the
University of Miami and eventually earned a Master'’s degree from Syracuse
University’s Newhouse School of Public Communications. Garcia’s multicultural
upbringing and experiences as an immigrant profoundly shape her writing,
allowing her to authentically portray the complexities of Cuban identity and
exile. Throughout her career, she has been recognized for her literary
achievements and has received numerous awards and fellowships. Beyond
writing, Garcia has contributed to journalism and academia, further
solidifying her position as a prominent figure in the field of Latinx



literature.

Overview of "Dreaming in Cuban"

The novel "Dreaming in Cuban" is Cristina Garcia’s first published work and
remains her most acclaimed. It offers a multi-generational saga of the del
Pino family, focusing on three women: Celia, her daughter Lourdes, and
granddaughter Pilar. The narrative spans decades and locations, primarily
Cuba and the United States, exploring the impact of political upheaval and
exile on family relationships. The dreaming in cuban author uses a non-linear
timeline and multiple perspectives to weave together personal and historical
threads, enriching the reader’s understanding of Cuban culture and the
immigrant experience. The novel has been praised for its vivid character
development and its nuanced portrayal of the Cuban diaspora.

Themes Explored in the Novel

The dreaming in cuban author addresses several profound themes in "Dreaming
in Cuban," which contribute to the novel’s depth and resonance. These themes
include:

e Family and Intergenerational Conflict: The novel highlights the tensions
and bonds between different generations, emphasizing how history and
politics shape family dynamics.

e Exile and Identity: Characters grapple with their sense of belonging,
displacement, and cultural identity amid political exile and
immigration.

e Political Turmoil: The Cuban Revolution and its aftermath provide a
crucial backdrop, influencing characters’ lives and decisions.

e Memory and Storytelling: The narrative emphasizes how memories and
personal histories preserve cultural heritage and identity.

e Spirituality and Mysticism: Elements of magical realism and spiritual
beliefs enrich the novel’s exploration of Cuban culture.

Literary Style and Structure

Cristina Garcia, the dreaming in cuban author, employs a distinctive literary
style characterized by lyrical prose, shifting viewpoints, and a non-linear
narrative structure. The novel is divided into multiple sections, each
presenting a different character’s perspective, which allows readers to



engage with the story on various emotional and intellectual levels. Garcia’s
use of magical realism and poetic language evokes the vibrancy of Cuban
culture and the complexities of memory. The blending of personal stories with
historical events creates a layered narrative that captures the nuances of
exile and cultural identity. This approach not only enhances the thematic
richness but also invites readers to reflect on the nature of storytelling
itself.

Impact and Reception

Since its publication, "Dreaming in Cuban" has received critical acclaim and
has been widely studied in academic settings. The dreaming in cuban author’s
debut novel was praised for its authentic representation of Cuban-American
experiences and its innovative narrative techniques. It received numerous
literary awards and nominations, establishing Garcia as a leading figure in
Latinx literature. The novel’s impact extends beyond literature, contributing
to cultural discussions about diaspora, memory, and identity politics. It has
been translated into multiple languages and remains a staple in courses on
contemporary American and Latin American literature.

Other Works by Cristina Garcia

While Cristina Garcia is best known as the dreaming in cuban author of her
debut novel, she has written several other significant works that continue to
explore themes of identity, culture, and history. These include:

1. The Lady Matador’s Hotel (1999) — A novel blending magical realism and
political commentary set in Latin America.

2. Monkey Hunting (2003) — A multigenerational saga tracing Chinese and
Cuban heritage.

3. King of Cuba (2016) — A novel focusing on political intrigue and family
secrets in Cuba.

4. Dreaming in Cuban (1992) - Garcia’s groundbreaking debut that remains
influential.

Each of these works reflects Garcia’s continued commitment to exploring
complex cultural identities and historical narratives.

Contribution to Cuban-American and Latinx



Literature

The dreaming in cuban author has made a lasting contribution to Cuban-
American and Latinx literature through her nuanced exploration of exile,
identity, and memory. Cristina Garcia’'s work challenges stereotypes and
offers a multifaceted portrayal of Cuban culture and immigrant experiences.
Her narratives provide visibility to Latinx voices in American literature and
inspire new generations of writers. Garcia’s literary achievements have
helped to broaden the scope of American literature by incorporating
perspectives that highlight the intersections of politics, history, and
personal identity within the Cuban-American community. Her influence extends
into academic discourse, where her novels are often studied for their
thematic and stylistic innovation.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'Dreaming in Cuban'?

The author of 'Dreaming in Cuban' is Cristina Garcia.

What is the main theme of 'Dreaming in Cuban' by
Cristina Garcia?

The main theme of 'Dreaming in Cuban' is the complex relationships within a
Cuban family, exploring themes of exile, identity, and political conflict.

When was 'Dreaming in Cuban' first published?

‘Dreaming in Cuban' was first published in 1992.

How does Cristina Garcia portray Cuban culture in
'Dreaming in Cuban'?

Cristina Garcia portrays Cuban culture in 'Dreaming in Cuban' through rich
descriptions of daily life, traditions, and the political backdrop of Cuba,
highlighting the emotional and social impacts on her characters.

Is 'Dreaming in Cuban' a work of fiction or non-
fiction?

‘Dreaming in Cuban' is a work of fiction, specifically a novel.

What narrative style is used in 'Dreaming in Cuban'?

‘Dreaming in Cuban' uses a multi-generational and multi-perspective narrative
style, with different characters narrating parts of the story.



Has 'Dreaming in Cuban' received any literary awards
or recognition?

Yes, 'Dreaming in Cuban' has received critical acclaim and was a finalist for
the National Book Award in 1992.

What impact did 'Dreaming in Cuban' have on Latin
American literature?

‘Dreaming in Cuban' is considered an important work in Latin American
literature for its portrayal of Cuban exile and the female experience,
influencing later writers in the genre.

Are there any recurring symbols in 'Dreaming in
Cuban'?

Yes, recurring symbols in 'Dreaming in Cuban' include the sea, which
represents separation and connection, and letters, which symbolize
communication and memory.

Additional Resources

1. El sueno eterno

This novel by Cuban author José Lezama Lima explores the complex relationship
between dreams and reality. Set in Havana, the story delves into the
subconscious desires of its characters, blending surreal imagery with poetic
prose. It captures the mystical and symbolic nature of dreams as a gateway to
understanding identity.

2. Los suefios de la isla

Written by Daina Chaviano, this book weaves together Cuban folklore and
dreams to create a magical realist narrative. The protagonist embarks on a
journey through dreamscapes that reveal hidden histories and cultural
memories of Cuba. The novel highlights how dreams serve as a connection to
ancestral roots.

3. Visiones nocturnas

A collection of short stories by Leonardo Padura, focusing on the theme of
dreams and nightmares. Each story examines the psychological and social
dimensions of dreaming, often reflecting the struggles of contemporary Cuban
life. Padura uses dreams as metaphors for hope and despair.

4. La casa de los suefios rotos

This work by Zoé Valdés portrays a family haunted by their past through
recurring dreams. The narrative explores themes of exile, memory, and the
longing for home. Dreams in the novel function as a bridge between personal
trauma and collective Cuban history.



5. El jardin de los suefos

By Miguel Barnet, this novel intertwines the natural world with dream
sequences that reveal the spiritual beliefs of Afro-Cuban culture. The
protagonist’s dreams serve as a spiritual quest to reconcile with his
heritage. The book emphasizes the power of dreams in cultural identity.

6. Entre sombras y suefios

A poetic novel by Nancy Morején, focusing on the interplay between dreams and
political realities in Cuba. The narrative uses dream imagery to critique
social injustice and envision a hopeful future. Morején’s lyrical style
captures the fluidity of dreams and memory.

7. Navegando en suefos

This novel by Reynaldo Gonzalez tells the story of a sailor whose dreams
guide him through the challenges of life at sea and exile. The sea becomes a
metaphor for the unconscious, and dreams reveal hidden fears and desires. The
book reflects on the Cuban diaspora experience.

8. El eco de los sueiios

A work by Marilyn Bobes that uses dreams as a narrative device to explore
female identity and resistance in Cuban society. The protagonist’s dreams
challenge patriarchal norms and offer visions of empowerment. The book blends
social commentary with surreal dreamscapes.

9. Suefios de libertad

Written by Enrique Cirules, this novel centers on the dreams of political
prisoners in Cuba. The story portrays how dreams act as a form of mental
escape and a symbol of hope amidst oppression. Cirules highlights the
resilience of the human spirit through the power of dreaming.
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dreaming in cuban author: Dreaming in Cuban Cristina Garcia, 1993-02-10 “Impressive . . .
[Cristina Garcia’s] story is about three generations of Cuban women and their separate responses to
the revolution. Her special feat is to tell it in a style as warm and gentle as the ‘sustaining aromas of
vanilla and almond,” as rhythmic as the music of Beny Moré.”—Time Cristina Garcia’s acclaimed
book is the haunting, bittersweet story of a family experiencing a country’s revolution and the
revelations that follow. The lives of Celia del Pino and her husband, daughters, and grandchildren
mirror the magical realism of Cuba itself, a landscape of beauty and poverty, idealism and
corruption. Dreaming in Cuban is “a work that possesses both the intimacy of a Chekov story and
the hallucinatory magic of a novel by Gabriel Garcia Marquez” (The New York Times). In celebration
of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the novel’s original publication, this edition features a new
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introduction by the author. Praise for Dreaming in Cuban “Remarkable . . . an intricate weaving of
dramatic events with the supernatural and the cosmic . . . evocative and lush.”—San Francisco
Chronicle “Captures the pain, the distance, the frustrations and the dreams of these family dramas
with a vivid, poetic prose.”—The Washington Post “Brilliant . . . With tremendous skill, passion and
humor, Garcia just may have written the definitive story of Cuban exiles and some of those they left
behind.”—The Denver Post

dreaming in cuban author: Dreaming in Cuban Cristina Garcia, 1999-05-01 A vivid and funny
first novel about three generations of a Cuban family divided by conflicting loyalties over the Cuban
revolution, set in the world of Havana in the 1970s and '80s and in an emigre neighborhood of
Brooklyn. It is a story of immense charm about women and politics, women and witchcraft, women
and their men. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.

dreaming in cuban author: The Aguero Sisters Cristina Garcia, 1998-04-20 Reina and
Constancia Aguero are Cuban sisters who have been estranged for thirty years. Reina--tall, darkly
beautiful, and magnetically sexual--still lives in her homeland. Once a devoted daughter of la
revolucion, she now basks in the glow of her many admiring suitors, believing only in what she can
grasp with her five senses. The pale and very petite Constancia lives in the United States, a beauty
expert who sees miracles and portents wherever she looks. After she and her husband retire to
Miami, she becomes haunted by the memory of her parents and the unexplained death of her
beloved mother so long ago. Told in the stirring voices of their parents, their daughters, and
themselves, The Aguero Sisters tells a mesmerizing story about the power of myth to mask,
transform, and finally, reveal the truth--as two women move toward an uncertain, long awaited
reunion.

dreaming in cuban author: King of Cuba Cristina Garcia, 2013-05-21 A “darkly hilarious”
(Elle) novel about a fictionalized Fidel Castro and an octogenarian Cuban exile obsessed with
seeking revenge by the National Book Award finalist Cristina Garcia, this “clever, well-conceived
dual portrait shows what connects and divides Cubans inside and outside of the island” (Kirkus
Reviews). Vivid and teeming with life, King of Cuba transports readers to Cuba and Miami, and into
the heads of two larger-than-life men: a fictionalized Fidel Castro and an octogenarian Cuban exile
obsessed with seeking revenge against the dictator. Garcia’s masterful twinning of these characters
combines with a rabble of other Cuban voices to portray the passions and realities of two Cubas—on
the island and off— in a pulsating story that entertains and illuminates.

dreaming in cuban author: Cuban American Fiction in English Delores M. Carlito, 2005-05-25
This bibliography contains listings and annotations of all novels, anthologies, and short story
collections written by the first, 1.5, and second generations of Cuban Americans. This work also
contains listings and annotations of all secondary works dealing with this fiction, ...

dreaming in cuban author: Vanishing Maps Cristina Garcia, 2023-07-18 From the acclaimed
author of Dreaming in Cuban, a follow-up novel that tracks four generations of the del Pino family
against the tumultuous backdrops of Cuba, the U.S., Germany, and Russia in the new millennium A
beautiful novel: hilarious one moment, haunting the next.” —Chris Bohjalian, author of The Flight
Attendant and The Lioness Celia del Pino, the matriarch of a far-flung Cuban family, has watched
her descendants spread out across the globe, struggling to make sense of their transnational
identities and strained relationships with one another. In Berlin, the charismatic yet troubled Ivanito
performs on stage as his drag queen persona, while being haunted by the ghost of his mother. Pilar
Puente, adrift in Los Angeles, is a struggling sculptor and the single mother of a young son. In
Moscow, Ivanito’s cousin Irina has become the wealthy owner of a lingerie company, but she
remains deeply lonely in the wake of her parents’ deaths and her estrangement from her Cuban
heritage. Meanwhile, in Havana, Celia prepares to reunite with her lost lover, Gustavo, and wonders
whether age and the decades spent apart have altered their bond. Cut off from their Cuban roots,
yet still feeling the island’s ineluctable pull, Ivanito and his extended family try to reimagine
where—and with whom—they belong. Over the course of a momentous year, each will grapple with
their histories as they are pulled to Berlin for a final, explosive reunion. Set twenty years after the



events in Dreaming in Cuban, Cristina Garcia’s new novel is an epic tale of family, devotion, and the
timeless search for home.

dreaming in cuban author: The Aguero Sisters Cristina Garcia, 1998-12-15 When Cristina
Garcia's first novel, Dreaming in Cuban, was published in 1992, The New York Times called the
author a magical new writer...completely original. The book was nominated for a National Book
Award, and reviewers everywhere praised it for the richness of its prose, the vivid drama of the
narrative, and the dazzling illumination it brought to bear on the intricacies of family life in general
and the Cuban American family in particular. Now, with The Aguero Sisters, Garcia gives us her
widely anticipated new novel. Large, vibrant, resonant with image and emotion, it tells a
mesmerizing story about the power of family myth to mask, transform, and, finally, reveal the truth.
It is the story of Reina and Constancia Aguero, Cuban sisters who have been estranged for thirty
years. Reina, forty-eight years old, living in Cuba in the early 1990s, was once a devoted daughter of
la revolucion; Constancia, an eager to assimilate naturalized American, smuggled herself off the
island in 1962. Reina is tall, darkly beautiful, unmarried, and magnetically sexual, a master
electrician who is known as Companera Amazona among her countless male suitors, and who basks
in the admiration she receives in her trade and in her bed. Constancia is petite, perfectly put
together, pale skinned, an inspirationally successful yet modest cosmetics saleswoman, long
resigned to her passionless marriage. Reina believes in only what she can grasp with her five senses;
Constancia believes in miracles that arrive every day from the succulent edge of disaster. Reina lives
surrounded by their father's belongings, the tangible remains of her childhood; Constancia has
inherited only a startling resemblance to their mother--the mysterious Blanca--which she wears like
an unwanted mask. The sisters' stories are braided with the voice from the past of their father,
Ignacio, a renowned naturalist whose chronicling of Cuba's dying species mirrored his own sad
inability to prevent familial tragedy. It is in the memories of their parents--dead many years but still
powerfully present--that the sisters' lives have remained inextricably bound. Tireless scientists,
Ignacio and Blanca understood the perfect truth of the language of nature, but never learned to
speak it in their own tongue. What they left their daughters--the picture of a dark and uncertain
history sifted with half-truths and pure lies--is the burden and the gift the two women struggle with
as they move unknowingly toward reunion. And during that movement, as their stories unfurl and
intertwine with those of their children, their lovers and husbands, their parents, we see the
expression and effect of the passions, humor, and desires that both define their differences and
shape their fierce attachment to each other and to their discordant past. The Aguero Sisters is clear
confirmation of Cristina Garcia's standing in the front ranks of new American fiction.

dreaming in cuban author: Cuban-American Literature of Exile Isabel Alvarez-Borland, 1998
The Cuban revolution of 1959 initiated a significant exodus, with more than 700,000 Cubans
eventually settling in the United States. This community creates a major part of what is now known
as the Cuban diaspora. In Cuban-American Literature of Exile, Isabel Alvarez Borland forces the
dialogue between literature and history into the open by focusing on narratives that tell the story of
the 1959 exodus and its aftermath. Alvarez Borland pulls together a diverse array of
Cuban-American voices writing in both English and Spanish--often from contrasting perspectives and
approaches--over several generations and waves of immigration. Writers discussed include
Guillermo Cabrera Infante, Reinaldo Arenas, Roberto Fernandez, Achy Obejas, and Cristina Garcia.
The author's analysis of their works uncovers a movement from narratives that reflect the personal
loss caused by the historical fact of exile, to autobiographical writings that reflect the need to search
for a new identity in a new language, to fictions that dramatize the authors' constructed
Cuban-American personae. If read collectively, she argues, these sometimes dissimilar texts appear
to be in dialogue with one another as they all document a people's quest to reinvent themselves
outside their nation of origin. Cuban-American Literature of Exile encourages readers to consider
the evolution of Cuban literature in the United States over the last forty years. Alvarez Borland
defines a new American literature of Cuban heritage and documents the changing identity of an
exiled literature.



dreaming in cuban author: Dreaming in Cuban : a Novel Cristina Garcia, 1993-02-10 A
vivid and funny first novel about three generations of a Cuban family divided by conflicting loyalties
over the Cuban revolution, set in the world of Havana in the 1970s and '80s and in an emigre
neighborhood of Brooklyn. It is a story of immense charm about women and politics, women and
witchcraft, women and their men.

dreaming in cuban author: Identity, Memory, and Diaspora Jorge J. E. Gracia, Lynette M. F.
Bosch, Isabel Alvarez Borland, 2009-01-08 This fascinating volume contains interviews with nineteen
prominent Cuban-American artists, writers, and philosophers who tell their stories and share what
they consider important for understanding their work. Struggling with issues of Cuban-American
identity in particular and social identity in general, they explore such questions as how they see
themselves, how they have dealt with the diaspora and their memories, what they have done to find
a proper place in their adopted country, and how their work has been influenced by the experience.
Their answers reveal different perspectives on art, literature, and philosophy, and the different
challenges encountered personally and professionally. The interviews are gathered into three
groups: nine artists, six writers, and four philosophers. An introductory essay for each group is
included, and the interviews are accompanied by brief biographical notes, along with samples of the
work of those interviewed.

dreaming in cuban author: Latinas in the United States, set Vicki L. Ruiz, Virginia Sénchez
Korrol, 2006-05-03 Latinas in the United States: A Historical Encyclopedia records the contribution
of women of Latin American birth or heritage to the economic and cultural development of the
United States. The encyclopedia, edited by Vicki L. Ruiz and Virginia Sdnchez-Korrol, is the first
comprehensive gathering of scholarship on Latinas. This encyclopedia will serve as an essential
reference for decades to come. In more than 580 entries, the historical and cultural narratives of
Latinas come to life. From mestizo settlement, pioneer life, and diasporic communities, the
encyclopedia details the contributions of women as settlers, comadres, and landowners, as
organizers and nuns. More than 200 scholars explore the experiences of Latinas during and after
EuroAmerican colonization and conquest; the early-19th-century migration of Puerto Ricans and
Cubans; 20th-century issues of migration, cultural tradition, labor, gender roles, community
organization, and politics; and much more. Individual biographical entries profile women who have
left their mark on the historical and cultural landscape. With more than 300 photographs, Latinas in
the United States offers a mosaic of historical experiences, detailing how Latinas have shaped their
own lives, cultures, and communities through mutual assistance and collective action, while
confronting the pressures of colonialism, racism, discrimination, sexism, and poverty. Meant for
scholars and general readers, this is a great resource on Latinas and historical topics connected with
them. -- curledup.com

dreaming in cuban author: Monkey Hunting Cristina Garcia, 2004-04-27 In this deeply
stirring novel, acclaimed author Cristina Garcia follows one extraordinary family through four
generations, from China to Cuba to America. Wonderfully evocative of time and place, rendered in
the lyrical prose that is Garcia’s hallmark, Monkey Hunting is an emotionally resonant tale of
immigration, assimilation, and the prevailing integrity of self.

dreaming in cuban author: Dreaming in Cuban Cristina Garcia, 1992

dreaming in cuban author: Reading U.S. Latina Writers A. Quintana, 2003-03-18 This
essential teaching guide focuses on an emerging body of literature by U.S. Latina and Latin
American Women writers. It will assist non-specialist educators in syllabus revision, new course
design and classroom presentation. The inclusive focus of the book - that is, combining both US
Latina and Latin American women writers - is significant because it introduces a more global and
transnational way of approaching the literature. The introduction outlines the major historical
experiences that inform the literature, the important genres, periods, movements and authors in its
evolution; the traditions and influences that shape the works; and key critical issues of which
teachers should be aware. The collection seeks to provide readers with a variety of Latina texts that
will guarantee its long-term usefulness to teachers and students of pan-American literature. Because




it is no longer possible to understand U.S. Latina literature without taking into consideration the
histories and cultures of Latin America, the volume will, through its organization, argue for a more
globalized type of analysis which considers the similarities as well as the differences in U.S. and
Latin American women's cultural productions. In this context, the term Latina evokes a diasporic,
transnational condition in order to address some of the pedagogical issues posed by the bicultural
nature which is inherent in pan-American women's literature.

dreaming in cuban author: A Study Guide for Cristina Garcia's "Dreaming in Cuban"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for Cristina Garcia's Dreaming in Cuban,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.

dreaming in cuban author: The Lesser Tragedy of Death Cristina Garcia, 2010-05-01 From
the National Book Award-nominated author of Dreaming in Cuban, “breathtakingly beautiful” poems
about her troubled, self-destructive brother (The Austin Chronicle). “[A] brave and moving tribute to
a brother gone astray; with skill, unflinching honesty, and redemptive compassion, Cristina Garcia
tracks his marvelous, complex, and errant life...These poems are the beautiful, painful, astonishing
result of a journey to hell and back in search of the brother she loves. With this first book of poems,
Garcia, one of our best novelists and storytellers, proves herself to be a talented poet as well.”—Julia
Alvarez, author of Saving the World “Garcia’s spare language lucidly invokes the brother’s insistence
on remaining a wreck and the speaker’s helplessness to stop him.”—The Adirondack Review

dreaming in cuban author: Dreams of Significant Girls Cristina Garcia, 2012-05-22 In the
1970s, a teenaged Iranian princess, a German-Canadian girl, and a Cuban-Jewish girl from New York
City become friends when they spend three summers at a Swiss boarding school.

dreaming in cuban author: I Wanna Be Your Shoebox Cristina Garcia, 2009-09-22
Clarinet-playing surfer Yumi Ruiz-Hirsch comes from a complex family, and when her grandfather is
diagnosed with terminal cancer, she asks him to tell her his life story, which helps her to understand
her own history and identity.

dreaming in cuban author: Here in Berlin Cristina Garcia, 2017-10-01 Long-listed for the
Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence * A New York Times Book Review Editor's Choice Here in
Berlin is one of the most interesting new works of fiction I've read . . . The voices are remarkably
distinct, and even with their linguistic mannerisms . . . mark them out as separate people . . . [This
novel] is simply very, very good. —The New York Times Book Review Here in Berlin is a portrait of a
city through snapshots, an excavation of the stories and ghosts of contemporary Berlin—its complex,
troubled past still pulsing in the air as it was during World War II. Critically acclaimed novelist
Cristina Garcia brings the people of this famed city to life, their stories bristling with regret, desire,
and longing. An unnamed Visitor travels to Berlin with a camera looking for reckonings of her own.
The city itself is a character—vibrant and postapocalyptic, flat and featureless except for its rivers,
its lakes, its legions of bicyclists. Here in Berlin she encounters a people's history: the Cuban teen
taken as a POW on a German submarine only to return home to a family who doesn’t believe him;
the young Jewish scholar hidden in a sarcophagus until safe passage to England is found; the female
lawyer haunted by a childhood of deprivation in the bombed-out suburbs of Berlin who still defends
those accused of war crimes; a young nurse with a checkered past who joins the Reich at a medical
facility more intent to dispense with the wounded than to heal them; and the son of a zookeeper at
the Berlin Zoo, fighting to keep the animals safe from both war and an increasingly starving
populace. A meditation on war and mystery, this an exciting new work by one of our most gifted
novelists, one that seeks to align the stories of the past with the stories of the future. Garcia’s new
novel is ingeniously structured, veering from poignant to shocking . . . Here in Berlin has echoes of
W.G. Sebald, but its vivid, surprising images of wartime Berlin are Garcia’s own. —BBC Culture, 1 of
the 10 Best Books of 2017

dreaming in cuban author: Magical Realism and Cosmopolitanism K. Sasser, 2014-09-02



Magical Realism and Cosmopolitanism details a variety of functionalities of the mode of magical
realism, focusing on its capacity to construct sociological representations of belonging. This usage is
traced closely in the novels of Ben Okri, Salman Rushdie, Cristina Garcia, and Helen Oyeyemi.
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