elvis presley

elvis presley remains one of the most iconic figures in the history of music and popular
culture. Known as the "King of Rock and Roll," Elvis Presley revolutionized the music
industry with his distinctive voice, charismatic stage presence, and groundbreaking blend
of musical genres. His influence extended beyond music to fashion, film, and cultural
attitudes during the mid-20th century. This article explores the life, career, and lasting
legacy of Elvis Presley, providing a comprehensive overview of his contributions and
impact. From his early beginnings in Tupelo, Mississippi, to his rise as a global superstar,
the story of Elvis Presley is a testament to talent, innovation, and enduring appeal. The
following sections will delve into his biography, musical achievements, film career, and the
cultural significance that keeps his memory alive today.
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Early Life and Background

Elvis Presley was born on January 8, 1935, in Tupelo, Mississippi. Growing up in a modest
household, he was exposed to a variety of musical styles, including gospel, country, and
rhythm and blues. These early influences played a crucial role in shaping his unique
sound. Presley’s family later moved to Memphis, Tennessee, where his musical aspirations
began to take shape more seriously. His exposure to the vibrant Memphis music scene
provided him with opportunities to develop his talent and connect with key figures in the
industry.

Childhood and Family

Elvis was the only child of Vernon and Gladys Presley. His parents were hardworking and
supportive, nurturing his interest in music from a young age. The family’s financial
struggles did not hinder Elvis’s passion for singing and performing. He frequently
attended church services where gospel music inspired his vocal style. The strong bond
with his mother remained a defining aspect of his personal life throughout his career.



Musical Influences

Elvis Presley’s early musical influences included country artists like Hank Snow and Roy
Acuff, as well as African American musicians such as B.B. King and Sister Rosetta Tharpe.
The blend of these genres helped Presley develop a sound that crossed racial and cultural
boundaries, appealing to a wide audience. This fusion of styles was revolutionary at the
time and set the stage for the emergence of rock and roll as a dominant musical force.

Musical Career and Breakthrough

The musical career of Elvis Presley began in earnest in 1954 when he recorded his first
single at Sun Studio in Memphis. His unique voice and energetic performance style
quickly attracted attention. Presley’s ability to combine country, blues, and gospel
elements into a fresh rockabilly sound distinguished him from other artists. His early hits
laid the groundwork for his rapid ascent to fame and set new standards in the music
industry.

Sun Studio Sessions

Elvis’s initial recordings at Sun Studio were pivotal in defining his early sound. The single
"That's All Right" is often cited as one of the first rock and roll records, signaling a shift in
popular music. These sessions showcased his raw talent and charisma, earning him local
popularity and eventually attracting the attention of major record labels.

Rise to Stardom

After signing with RCA Victor in 1955, Elvis Presley’s career skyrocketed. Hits like
"Heartbreak Hotel," "Hound Dog," and "Jailhouse Rock" captured the imagination of young
audiences. His television appearances, including his groundbreaking performance on The
Ed Sullivan Show, solidified his status as a cultural phenomenon. Elvis’s ability to connect
with fans through both his music and his onstage persona contributed to his enduring
popularity.

Musical Style and Innovation

Elvis Presley’s music was characterized by its energetic rhythms, emotive vocals, and
blending of diverse genres. He helped popularize rock and roll by breaking down racial
barriers and bringing African American musical styles to mainstream audiences. His
influence can be seen in the work of countless artists who followed, making him a
foundational figure in modern music.



Film and Television Contributions

In addition to his musical achievements, Elvis Presley also enjoyed a successful career in
film and television. Between 1956 and 1969, he starred in over 30 films, showcasing his
versatility as an entertainer. These movies helped expand his appeal and introduced his
music to new audiences. Presley’s work in film also contributed to the broader acceptance
of rock and roll culture in American society.

Notable Films

Some of Elvis Presley's most popular films include "Love Me Tender," "Jailhouse Rock,"
and "Viva Las Vegas." These movies combined musical performances with entertaining
storylines, highlighting his talents as both a singer and actor. His on-screen charisma
helped to establish the template for future musician-actors in Hollywood.

Television Appearances

Elvis’s television performances played a crucial role in his career, providing a platform to
reach millions of viewers. His appearances on shows like The Ed Sullivan Show and the
’68 Comeback Special are legendary moments in entertainment history. These televised
events showcased his ability to captivate audiences and helped maintain his relevance
throughout his career.

Personal Life and Challenges

While Elvis Presley enjoyed immense professional success, his personal life was marked by
challenges and complexities. His relationships, health issues, and struggles with fame are
well documented. Understanding these aspects of his life provides a more complete
picture of the man behind the music and the pressures faced by one of the world’s most
famous entertainers.

Relationships and Family

Elvis married Priscilla Beaulieu in 1967, and the couple had one daughter, Lisa Marie
Presley. Their marriage attracted significant media attention but ended in divorce in 1973.
Elvis’s relationships and personal struggles were often scrutinized by the public, adding to
the pressures of his celebrity status.

Health and Lifestyle

Throughout his life, Elvis dealt with various health issues exacerbated by a demanding
schedule and substance use. His lifestyle choices eventually contributed to his untimely
death at the age of 42 in 1977. Despite these challenges, his dedication to performance
and his connection to fans remained strong until the end of his life.



Legacy and Cultural Impact

The legacy of Elvis Presley continues to influence music, fashion, and popular culture
worldwide. As a pioneering figure in rock and roll, his contributions helped shape modern
entertainment and inspire generations of artists. His estate and fan base remain active,
preserving his memory and introducing his work to new audiences.

Influence on Music and Artists

Elvis Presley’s impact on music is profound, with many artists citing him as a major
influence. His fusion of different musical genres paved the way for future innovations in
rock, pop, and country music. His dynamic performance style and vocal techniques remain
benchmarks for musicians and performers across genres.

Enduring Popularity

Decades after his death, Elvis Presley’s music continues to sell millions of records, and his
image remains iconic. Graceland, his former home, has become a pilgrimage site for fans
worldwide. Annual events and tribute performances celebrate his life and career, ensuring
that his legacy endures.

Key Elements of Elvis Presley’s Legacy

e Revolutionizing rock and roll music

Breaking racial and cultural barriers in music

Influencing countless musicians and entertainers

Establishing a lasting fan community globally

Leaving an indelible mark on American popular culture

Frequently Asked Questions

What made Elvis Presley known as the 'King of Rock and
Roll'?

Elvis Presley earned the title 'King of Rock and Roll' due to his pioneering influence on the
genre, blending rhythm and blues with country music, his charismatic stage presence, and
his numerous hit songs that helped popularize rock and roll worldwide.



When was Elvis Presley born and where?

Elvis Presley was born on January 8, 1935, in Tupelo, Mississippi, USA.

What are some of Elvis Presley's most famous songs?

Some of Elvis Presley's most famous songs include 'Hound Dog,' 'Jailhouse Rock,' 'Can't
Help Falling in Love,' 'Love Me Tender,' and 'Suspicious Minds.'

How did Elvis Presley impact popular culture?

Elvis Presley had a profound impact on popular culture by breaking racial barriers in
music, influencing fashion and hairstyle trends, popularizing rock and roll music, and
becoming a symbol of youthful rebellion and freedom.

What was significant about Elvis Presley's 1968
Comeback Special?

Elvis Presley's 1968 Comeback Special was significant because it marked his return to live
performances after years focused on movies, revitalized his career, showcased his raw
talent and charisma, and is considered one of the greatest moments in rock and roll
history.

Additional Resources

1. Elvis Presley: A Life in Music

This book offers a comprehensive look at Elvis Presley’s musical journey from his early
days in Tupelo to his rise as the King of Rock 'n' Roll. It explores his groundbreaking
recordings, live performances, and the evolution of his unique sound. Featuring rare
photographs and insightful commentary, the book celebrates the enduring legacy of his
music.

2. Elvis and the Memphis Mafia

Delving into the close-knit group of friends and associates known as the Memphis Mafia,
this book reveals the personal side of Elvis Presley. It details the loyalty, conflicts, and
everyday life surrounding the superstar. Readers gain an intimate understanding of how
this entourage influenced Elvis’s career and personal decisions.

3. The King Remembered: Elvis Presley’s Life and Legacy

A tribute to Elvis Presley’s impact on culture and music, this book chronicles his
milestones and the global phenomenon he became. It highlights his contributions to rock,
gospel, and pop music while addressing his influence on subsequent generations of artists.
The narrative also touches on his philanthropic efforts and personal struggles.

4. Elvis: The Biography

This definitive biography offers an in-depth exploration of Elvis Presley’s life, from his
humble beginnings to his untimely death. Through extensive research and interviews, the
author paints a nuanced portrait of the man behind the music. The book covers his rise to



fame, relationships, and the challenges he faced in the spotlight.

5. Elvis Presley’s Graceland: The Home of the King

Focusing on Elvis’s iconic mansion, Graceland, this book provides a detailed tour of the
estate and its significance. It tells stories about the King’s private life and how Graceland
became a symbol of his success and personal sanctuary. Rich with photos and anecdotes,
the book captures the spirit of Elvis’s home.

6. From Memphis to Hollywood: Elvis Presley’s Film Career

This book examines Elvis Presley’s transition from music star to movie actor, covering his
filmography and on-screen persona. It discusses the challenges and successes he
experienced in Hollywood, as well as the impact of his films on his career. The book offers
behind-the-scenes insights and critical analysis of his cinematic work.

7. Elvis Presley: The King of Rock 'n' Roll

A celebration of Elvis Presley’s revolutionary role in shaping rock 'n' roll, this book traces
the origins and development of his style. It highlights key songs, performances, and
moments that defined the genre. The author also discusses Elvis’s influence on fashion,
dance, and youth culture during the 1950s and beyond.

8. Elvis and the Gospel Roots

This book explores the profound influence of gospel music on Elvis Presley’s artistry and
personal faith. It delves into his gospel recordings, church experiences, and how this
genre shaped his vocal style. The narrative reveals a lesser-known but deeply important
aspect of the King’s musical identity.

9. Remembering Elvis: Fans and the King’s Enduring Appeal

Focusing on the fan culture surrounding Elvis Presley, this book investigates the ways his
legacy continues to thrive. It covers fan clubs, tribute artists, and the annual
commemorations at Graceland. The book also reflects on how Elvis’s image has been
preserved and transformed across decades.
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elvis presley: Who Was Elvis Presley? Geoff Edgers, Who HQ, 2007-08-16 Put on your blue
suede shoes and get ready for another addition to the Who Was...? series! The King could not have
come from humbler origins: Born in Tupelo, Mississippi, during the Depression, he grew up with the
blues music of the rural South, the gospel music of local churches, and the country-western classics.
But he forged a sound all his own—and a look that was all his own, too. With curled lip, swiveling
hips, and greased pompadour, Elvis changed popular music forever, ushering in the age of rock and
roll. Geoff Edgers’s fascinating biography of this icon of American pop culture includes black and-
white illustrations on nearly every spread.

elvis presley: My Way Sherry Lee Hoppe, 2012-01-10 Elvis Presley had a vision of who he
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wanted to be and it was different! My Way tells the story of how Elvis persevered and lived his
dream to become an American idol in music and movies. Though he never wrote a song, he changed
the music we listen to. With his inimitable style, his unique voice, his irrepressible charm and his
endearing touch of na vet Elvis paved the way for rock and roll to become America's, and the
world's, music. Long after his death, Elvis is alive to new generations of fans who visit his home,
Graceland, buy his records and watch his films. From a virtual overnight sensation in 1954 to the
king of music in three years, Elvis grabbed our attention with his voice and his erotic gyrations. He
galvanized and polarized the world to become the heartthrob of millions of girls and a demon to
thousands of pulpits. From his startling and controversial beginning Elvis became the model for how
to build and market a star, with his management team launching the first multimedia campaigns,
broad merchandising deals and stadium concerts. He was the original idol. Yet beneath this idol was
a gentle young man, constantly looking for love and acceptance, and his story touches us deeply. My
Way is Vol. 2 of the Wakestone Legacy Series. The Wakestone Legacy Series is about approachable
history. Stories of the people who shaped our nation and culture and upon whose shoulders we all
stand. Written for young adults (of all ages) these books bring alive the men and women we know we
are supposed to know. We are the beneficiaries of the experiences of those who came before, but
their stories have too often been lost amongst the press of scholarship, buried under the need for the
new and controversial. The Wakestone Legacy Series biographies bring their stories into a modern
context and allow us to see them through a new, brighter lens.

elvis presley: Elvis Presley: A Life In Music Ernst Jorgensen, 1998 With exclusive access to the
RCA vaults, producer Ernst Jorgensen brings to intimate life every moment that Elvis spent in the
studio--from the spontaneous joy of his early sessions to the intensely creative periods of his later
career. 150 color and b&w photos.

elvis presley: Elvis Presley: Rock & Roll's King Stephanie Watson, 2012-08-01 This informative
title covers the life Elvis Presley. Readers learn of his childhood in Tupelo, Mississippi and his
family's relocation to Memphis, Tennessee. Presley's musical work is discussed, from his beginning
singing Ole Shep at a state fair to his collaboration with Sam Phillips at Sun Studios in Memphis to
his recording of That's All Right, and his introduction to Colonel Tom Parker to his signing with RCA
and his first hits Heartbreak Hotel, Don't Be Cruel, and Hound Dog through his television
appearances Ed Sullivan and live performances such as 68 Comeback Special and Aloha From
Hawaii. Opposition to his controversial dance moves by parents, ministers and lawmakers is
included, including his censorship on the Steve Allen Show and public banning of his music. Elvis's
movie career is included with hits such as Love Me Tender, Viva Las Vegas, Jailhouse Rock, and Blue
Hawaii as is his military service in the US Army. Presley's courtship with Priscilla Beaulieu is
included, as is their marriage and the birth of their daughter Lisa Marie, their home Graceland, and
their eventual divorce. Elvis's descent into drug use is included, leading to his death by heart failure
at age 42. This book includes details of Elvis's life and covers the controversies surrounding his life
and death. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Essential Library
is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.

elvis presley: Elvis Presley Wilborn Hampton, 2008-07-03 ?Elvis left no one indifferent to rock
and roll??so begins award-winning author Wilborn Hampton?s thoughtful account of the beloved and
controversial Elvis Presley. When Elvis shook his hips and sang his soulful songs, teenagers
screamed and parents fretted. Fans, record executives, movie producers, and even the army wanted
a piece of this enigmatic performer and shy boy from Tupelo, Mississippi. What Elvis gave them
changed music forever. This latest addition to Viking?s ongoing biography series, Up Close, includes
gorgeous black-and-white photographs and introduces readers to the complicated life of the king of
rock and roll.

elvis presley: Elvis Presley John Micklos, Jr., 2017-12-15 This biography revisits an all American
classic; the King of Rock and Roll. The original rock-n-roll rebel, Elvis Presley revolutionized the
music industry. His hip-shaking performances made young fans scream, television censors scramble,
and parents furious. But Elvis was far more than a sex symbol. Over a period of two decades, he had



nearly 40 Top 10 hits. His music influenced The Beatles, Bruce Springsteen, and many others. Elvis
showed remarkable range as a singer, excelling at rock songs, ballads, rhythm and blues, country,
and even gospel. Elvis died of heart failure in 1977 at the age of 42, but his legend and music live
on.

elvis presley: Elvis Presley Kathleen A. Tracy, 2006-11-30 Almost 30 years after his death, Elvis
Presley remains one of the most influential performers and recognized pop culture icons the world
over. His then-unprecedented musical style-a fusion of blues, country, pop, bluegrass, and
gospel-ushered in the age of rock n' roll and paved the way for generations of musicians and singers
to follow. This biography will offer a seldom seen glimpse into the life of Elvis, tracing his family life,
musical career, films, and legacy. The volume closes with a timeline and bibliography. Not only did
Elvis usher in a new genre of music, he also came to represent the growing dissatisfaction young
people had with the mores and conventions of the restrictive 1950s. At a time when the top pop stars
were Pat Boone and Andy Williams, Elvis' blatant sensuality on stage and his smoldering presence
off it made him the anti-establishment poster boy. This biography offers a seldom seen glimpse into
the life and career of Elvis, tracing his family life, musical career, films, and legacy. Today, the King
lives on in popular culture-on Top 20 lists, in film and television, on the radio, in cyberspace, and
yes, even in the countless performances by Elvis impersonators throughout the world.

elvis presley: The Seeker King Gary Tillery, 2013-09-09 A woman in the audience once
handed Elvis a crown saying, “You're the King.” “No, honey,” Elvis replied. “There is only one king
— Jesus Christ. I'm just a singer.” Gary Tillery presents a coherent view of Elvis’s thoughts through
such anecdotes and other recorded facts. We learn, for instance, that Elvis read thousands of books
on religion; that his crisis over making bimbo movies like Girl Happy led him to writers such as
Gurdjieff, Krishnamurti, and Helena Blavatsky; and that, while driving in Arizona, an epiphany he
had inspired him to learn Hindu practice. Elvis came to believe that the Christ shines in everyone
and that God wanted him to use his light to uplift people. And so he did. Elvis’s excesses were as
legendary as his generosity, yet, despite his lethal reliance on drugs, he remained ever spiritually
curious. When he died, he was reading A Scientific Search for the Face of Jesus. This intimate,
objective portrait inspires new admiration for the flawed but exceptional man who said, “All I want is
to know and experience God. I'm a searcher, that’s what I'm all about.”

elvis presley: Elvis Presley, Reluctant Rebel Glen Jeansonne, David Luhrssen, Dan Sokolovic,
2011-02-18 This fresh interpretation explains how an untutored musician changed music while at the
same time playing an inadvertent role in the youth rebellion that has shaped the Baby Boomer
generation into the 21st century. Elvis Aaron Presley was born in a two-room house in Tupelo, MS,
on January 8, 1935. He died at his Memphis home, Graceland, on August 16, 1977. In those 42 years,
Elvis made an indelible impression on pop culture the world over. Elvis Presley, Reluctant Rebel: His
Life and Our Times probes both the man and his influence, delving deeply into the personality of its
protagonist, his needs and motivations, and the social and musical forces that shaped his career.
Elvis's musical talents and liabilities are explored, as are his records, films, and live performances
and his relationship with his manager, Colonel Tom Parker, whom he allowed to manipulate him as a
money-making machine. Readers will learn about Elvis's personal life, his devotion to conventional
religious and political beliefs, and his decline into self-destruction and death. Finally, the book
explores Elvis's impact on the musical and racial revolutions of the 1950s and 1960s, his legacy, and
his importance in shaping a generation of Baby Boomers.

elvis presley: The Elvis Presley Story James Gregory, 2016-06-06 First biography of Elvis
Presley (1960). 10 REASONS WHY THIS BOOK IS A MUST FOR EVERY ELVIS PRESLEY FAN ... A
Beautiful Full-Page Color Pinup of Elvis! 32 Pages of Photos of Elvis, His Friends and Family, and
His Four Movies! A Specially Written Introduction by Dick Clark! A Complete Listing of Elvis’ RCA
Victor Records! AND THESE SPECIAL NEVER-BEFORE-PUBLISHED STORIES ABOUT ELVIS: The
Fantastic Life of Elvis Presley! The Whole Story of Elvis in the Army! The Woman Behind Elvis! A
Fan’s Tribute to Elvis! Why the Future Looks Bright for Elvis! An Advance Peek at Elvis’ New Movie,
“G.I. Blues”!



elvis presley: Elvis for Kids: A Biography of Elvis Presley Just for Kids! Sam Rogers,
2013-08-12 He was one of the most brilliant men in the world. His music inspired millions of lives
and changed culture as we know it. But who was he really? This book, just for kids, will look at his
childhood, education, marriage and work to see what made him who he was! KidLit-o is a leading
electronic publisher in children’s books; each month, it publishes several history, science and
language arts books.

elvis presley: Last Train to Memphis Peter Guralnick, 2012-12-20 Written with grace, humor,
and affection, Last Train to Memphis has been hailed as the definitive biography of Elvis Presley. It
is the first to set aside the myths and focus on Elvis' humanity in a way that has yet to be duplicated.
A New York Times Notable BookWinner of the Ralph J. Gleason Music Book Award Elvis steps from
the pages. You can feel him breathe. This book cancels out all others. --Bob Dylan From the moment
that he first shook up the world in the mid 1950s, Elvis Presley has been one of the most vivid and
enduring myths of American culture. Last Train to Memphis: The Rise of Elvis Presley is the first
biography to go past that myth and present an Elvis beyond the legend. Based on hundreds of
interviews and nearly a decade of research, it traces the evolution not just of the man but of the
music and of the culture he left utterly transformed, creating a completely fresh portrait of Elvis and
his world. This volume tracks the first twenty-four years of Elvis' life, covering his childhood, the
stunning first recordings at Sun Records (That's All Right, Mystery Train), and the early RCA hits
(Heartbreak Hotel, Hound Dog, Don't Be Cruel). These were the years of his improbable
self-invention and unprecedented triumphs, when it seemed that everything that Elvis tried
succeeded wildly. There was scarcely a cloud in sight through this period until, in 1958, he was
drafted into the army and his mother died shortly thereafter. The book closes on that somber and
poignant note. Last Train to Memphis takes us deep inside Elvis' life, exploring his lifelong passion
for music of every sort (from blues and gospel to Bing Crosby and Mario Lanza), his compelling
affection for his family, and his intimate relationships with girlfriends, mentors, band members,
professional associates, and friends. It shows us the loneliness, the trustfulness, the voracious
appetite for experience, and above all the unshakable, almost mystical faith that Elvis had in himself
and his music. Drawing frequently on Elvis' own words and on the recollections of those closest to
him, the book offers an emotional, complex portrait of young Elvis Presley with a depth and
dimension that for the first time allow his extraordinary accomplishments to ring true. Peter
Guralnick has given us a previously unseen world, a rich panoply of people and events that
illuminate an achievement, a place, and a time as never revealed before.

elvis presley: Elvis Presley Joel Williamson, Donald Lewis Shaw, 2015 An eminent Southern
biographer interprets one of the most famous Southern icons of popular culture.

elvis presley: Elvis Presley's From Elvis in Memphis Eric Wolfson, 2020-11-12 A Classic Rock
book of 2020 I had to leave town for a little while-- with these words, Elvis Presley truly came home
to rock and roll. A little over a month earlier he had staged rock's first and greatest comeback in a
television program, forever known as The '68 Comeback Special. With this show, he resurrected
himself--at the age of 33, no less--from the ashes of a career mired in bad movies and soundtracks.
So where to go from here? Like a killer returning to the scene of the crime, Elvis came back home to
Memphis, where it had all begun. Eschewing the fancier studios of Nashville and Hollywood, he set
up shop at the ramshackle American Sound Studio, run by a maverick named Chips Moman with an
in-house backing band now known as The Memphis Boys, and made the music of his life. The
resulting work, From Elvis in Memphis, would be the finest studio album of his career, an explosion
of mature confidence and fiery inspiration. It was the sound of Elvis establishing himself as a true
rock and roll artist--and proving his status as a legend.

elvis presley: Elvis Presley Robert Daily, 1996 Examines the rock star's childhood, family life,
musical career, films, and legacy.

elvis presley: Elvis Presley Magdalena Alagna, 2001-12-15 Presents the life and career of the
legendary and influential rock and roll artist, from the early years to his controversial death in 1977.

elvis presley: Elvis Presley's Love Me Tender Elvis Presley, 2017-11-14 The king of



rock-and-roll's #1 hit song Love Me Tender is now an endearing picture book Adapted from the
unforgettable classic song, Elvis Presley's Love MeTender is a heartwarming ode to the special bond
between children and the adults who love and care for them--be they parents, grandparents,
adoptive parents, aunts, uncles, or guardians. With its simple, timeless message, Elvis Presley's Love
Me Tender is destined to join Guess How Much I Love You as a baby shower staple. And the sweet,
inclusive illustrations make it a book every family will treasure all through the years, 'till the end of
time.

elvis presley: Elvis Presley John Micklos, Jr., 2017-12-15 This biography revisits an all
American classic; the King of Rock and Roll. The original rock-n-roll rebel, Elvis Presley
revolutionized the music industry. His hip-shaking performances made young fans scream, television
censors scramble, and parents furious. But Elvis was far more than a sex symbol. Over a period of
two decades, he had nearly 40 Top 10 hits. His music influenced The Beatles, Bruce Springsteen,
and many others. Elvis showed remarkable range as a singer, excelling at rock songs, ballads,
rhythm and blues, country, and even gospel. Elvis died of heart failure in 1977 at the age of 42, but
his legend and music live on.

elvis presley: Images of Elvis Presley in American Culture, 1977-1997 George Plasketes, 1997
Was Al Gore only half-kidding at the 1992 Democratic Convention when he compared Bill Clinton to
the King? Why does Elvis's name and image still pop up in so many movies, television shows, and
songs? From black velvet paintings, comic books, and postage stamps to impersonators, movie
characters, and sports stars, Images of Elvis Presley in American Culture, 1977--1997 provides a
surprisingly broad vista from which to view American popular culture. An insightful exploration of
America's overwhelming and enduring cultural fascination with the expanding and elusive Elvis
myth, this book combines historical, textual, and sociocultural analysis with a wide range of resource
materials to examine the many images of Elvis in American culture. Focusing on the period following
his death in 1977 up to the present, Elvis Presley in American Culture, 1977--1997 informs and
entertains popular readers and academicians in American studies, popular culture,
radio/television/film, sociology, music, and 20th-century American history. Elvis fans (Elfans) and
collectors of Elvis Presley materials and memorabilia also need to add this perspective-enhancing
book to your personal libraries. Author George Plasketes shows us how representations, reflections,
responses, and references to Elvis in art, artifacts, film, video, television, music, performance,
literature, memorabilia, and alleged sightings, continue to make American culture a mystery terrain
of endless Elvistas. The repetition of these images is a link to our cultural identity. Elvis Presley in
American Culture, 1977--1997 provides the necessary critical analysis and the resource guide to the
various representations of Elvis during the past 20 years, to give readers an engaging and
informative way to pursue and interpret the expansive and ever-evolving Elvis myth and its
importance to American popular culture.

elvis presley: Elvis Presley Bobbie Ann Mason, 2007-07-31 A vibrant, sympathetic portrait of
the once and future king of rock 'n' roll by the award-winning author of Shiloh and In Country To
this clear-eyed portrait of the first rock 'n' roll superstar, Bobbie Ann Mason brings a novelist's
insight and the empathy of a fellow Southerner who, from the first time she heard his voice on the
family radio, knew that Elvis was one of us. Elvis Presley deftly braids the mythic and human aspects
of his story, capturing both the charismatic, boundary-breaking singer who reveled in his celebrity
and the soft-spoken, working-class Southern boy who was fatally unprepared for his success. The
result is a riveting, tragic book that goes to the heart of the American dream.
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