
economic geography

economic geography is a vital subfield of human geography that examines the spatial distribution
of economic activities across the world. It explores how economic processes and structures are
influenced by geographic factors such as location, natural resources, climate, and infrastructure. This
discipline analyzes patterns of production, consumption, trade, and development, thereby providing
insights into regional inequalities, urbanization, globalization, and economic growth. Understanding
economic geography is essential for policymakers, businesses, and researchers aiming to optimize
resource allocation and foster sustainable development. This article delves into key concepts,
methodologies, and applications of economic geography, offering a comprehensive overview of its
scope and significance. The following sections outline the fundamental areas covered in this article.

Fundamental Concepts in Economic Geography

Factors Influencing Economic Geography

Economic Geography and Regional Development

Globalization and Economic Geography

Applications and Methodologies in Economic Geography

Fundamental Concepts in Economic Geography
Economic geography focuses on how economic activities are distributed spatially and the implications
of these patterns on societies and environments. It integrates concepts from economics, geography,
sociology, and environmental science to analyze the interaction between economic agents and their
geographic settings.

Spatial Distribution of Economic Activities
The spatial distribution refers to how various economic activities such as agriculture, manufacturing,
services, and trade are arranged across different regions. This distribution is influenced by factors
including resource availability, transportation networks, and market accessibility.

Location Theory
Location theory is a critical framework within economic geography that explains the locational choices
of firms and industries. It evaluates factors like transportation costs, labor availability, and economies
of scale to determine optimal site selection for economic activities.



Economic Regions and Agglomeration
Economic regions are defined areas characterized by particular economic activities or industries.
Agglomeration refers to the concentration of businesses and industries in a specific location, which
can lead to increased productivity, innovation, and economic growth through shared resources and
knowledge spillovers.

Factors Influencing Economic Geography
Several geographic, economic, and social factors shape the patterns observed in economic
geography. Understanding these factors is essential for analyzing regional disparities and
development potential.

Natural Resources and Environment
The availability and distribution of natural resources such as minerals, fertile land, and water
significantly impact economic activities. Regions rich in resources often develop specialized
industries, though overreliance on resources can lead to economic vulnerabilities.

Infrastructure and Transportation
Efficient infrastructure, including roads, ports, and communication systems, facilitates trade and
mobility, influencing the location and growth of industries. Transportation costs are a major
determinant of economic geography, affecting market access and production costs.

Labor Markets and Human Capital
The quality and availability of labor influence economic development. Skilled labor attracts high-value
industries, while demographic factors such as population density and migration patterns also affect
regional economic dynamics.

Government Policies and Institutions
Regulatory frameworks, taxation, trade policies, and investment incentives shape the economic
landscape. Institutions that promote stability and transparency tend to attract businesses and foster
economic growth.

Economic Geography and Regional Development
Economic geography provides insights into the causes and consequences of regional development
and disparities. It helps explain why some regions prosper while others lag behind.



Urbanization and Economic Growth
Urban areas often serve as hubs of economic activity due to dense networks of industries, services,
and labor markets. Urbanization facilitates innovation, economies of scale, and consumption patterns
that drive economic growth.

Regional Disparities and Inequalities
Economic geography highlights significant disparities between regions in terms of income,
employment, and infrastructure. Factors such as geographic isolation, lack of resources, and
inadequate infrastructure contribute to these inequalities.

Industrial Clusters and Innovation
Clusters of related industries, such as Silicon Valley for technology or Detroit for automotive
manufacturing, demonstrate how geographic concentration can lead to enhanced innovation,
knowledge sharing, and competitive advantages.

Globalization and Economic Geography
The process of globalization has profoundly transformed economic geography by reshaping trade
patterns, production networks, and labor markets on a global scale.

Global Production Networks
Global production networks involve the international fragmentation of production processes, where
different stages of manufacturing occur in various geographic locations to optimize costs and
efficiency.

Trade Flows and Economic Integration
Economic geography examines how global trade flows connect regions, influencing economic
integration and interdependence. Free trade agreements and regional blocs affect spatial economic
dynamics.

Impact of Technology and Communication
Advances in technology and communication have reduced geographic barriers, enabling firms to
coordinate activities across continents and allowing services to be delivered remotely.



Applications and Methodologies in Economic
Geography
Economic geography employs diverse methodologies to analyze spatial economic phenomena,
supporting practical applications in planning, policy, and business strategy.

Geospatial Analysis and Geographic Information Systems
(GIS)
GIS technology allows for the visualization and analysis of economic data in spatial contexts, aiding in
the identification of patterns, resource allocation, and regional planning.

Quantitative Models and Spatial Econometrics
Quantitative approaches, including spatial econometrics, model economic relationships while
accounting for geographic dependencies and spatial autocorrelation to provide robust analyses.

Policy Formulation and Regional Planning
Insights from economic geography inform policies aimed at regional development, infrastructure
investment, and economic diversification to reduce disparities and promote sustainable growth.

Business Location and Market Analysis
Companies use economic geography principles to select optimal locations, understand market
potentials, and adapt to regional economic conditions, thereby enhancing competitiveness.

Understanding spatial economic processes

Analyzing regional development and disparities

Applying geospatial technologies for economic planning

Supporting global trade and production network strategies

Frequently Asked Questions



What is economic geography?
Economic geography is a branch of human geography that studies the location, distribution, and
spatial organization of economic activities across the world.

How does economic geography impact globalization?
Economic geography helps explain patterns of trade, investment, and production, shedding light on
how global economic integration shapes regions and local economies.

What role do natural resources play in economic geography?
Natural resources influence the economic development of regions by determining the location of
industries, trade patterns, and the comparative advantages of countries.

How has technology influenced economic geography?
Advancements in technology have transformed economic geography by enabling remote work,
reshaping supply chains, and altering the spatial distribution of industries.

What is the significance of urbanization in economic
geography?
Urbanization concentrates economic activities in cities, fostering innovation, labor markets, and
infrastructure development, which are key topics in economic geography.

How do transportation networks affect economic geography?
Transportation networks facilitate the movement of goods, services, and people, influencing regional
economic development and the spatial organization of industries.

What are economic clusters in economic geography?
Economic clusters are geographic concentrations of interconnected businesses and institutions in a
particular field, which enhance productivity, innovation, and competitiveness.

Additional Resources
1. Economic Geography: A Contemporary Introduction
This book offers a comprehensive overview of economic geography, focusing on the spatial aspects of
economic activities. It explores how location, resources, and spatial organization impact economic
development and regional economies. The text integrates contemporary theories with real-world case
studies to provide a clear understanding of global economic patterns.

2. The Geography of Economic Development
Focusing on the uneven distribution of economic growth, this book examines factors that influence
regional development disparities. It covers topics such as urbanization, globalization, and policy
interventions. The author combines empirical data with theoretical frameworks to explain how



geography shapes economic opportunities and challenges.

3. Global Shift: Mapping the Changing Contours of the World Economy
This seminal work analyzes the dynamic changes in the global economy and their spatial implications.
It discusses the rise of new economic powers, shifts in production locations, and the impact of
technology on economic geography. The book provides insights into globalization processes and their
effects on regional and urban economies.

4. Urban Economic Geography
This book delves into the economic functions of cities and metropolitan areas, exploring how urban
spaces facilitate economic activities. It covers topics such as labor markets, industrial clustering, and
the role of infrastructure in urban economic growth. The text combines theoretical perspectives with
case studies to highlight the complexity of urban economies.

5. Location and Space Economy
An in-depth exploration of location theory and spatial economics, this book addresses how businesses
and industries choose their locations. It discusses concepts like agglomeration economies,
transportation costs, and spatial competition. The book is essential for understanding the spatial
organization of economic activities and regional planning.

6. Regions and the World Economy
This text examines the interconnections between regional economies and the global economic
system. It focuses on regional specialization, trade patterns, and the role of multinationals in shaping
local economies. The author provides a balanced analysis of regional economic integration and its
implications for development.

7. The Economic Geography of Innovation
This book explores the spatial dimensions of innovation and knowledge economies. It highlights how
geographic clusters, networks, and institutions foster technological advancements and economic
growth. The text offers insights into policies that encourage innovation-driven regional development.

8. Industrial Location: Principles, Practice, and Policy
Focusing on the principles guiding industrial site selection, this book discusses economic,
environmental, and social factors influencing industrial location decisions. It includes case studies on
industrial parks, zoning, and government policies. The book serves as a practical guide for planners,
policymakers, and business strategists.

9. Economic Landscapes: The Production of Space in Economic Geography
This book investigates how economic activities shape and are shaped by physical and social spaces. It
combines theories from geography, economics, and sociology to analyze the production of economic
landscapes. The author emphasizes the role of power, culture, and environment in economic spatial
arrangements.

Economic Geography

Find other PDF articles:
https://ns2.kelisto.es/gacor1-21/Book?trackid=lFD01-9802&title=network-cable-types.pdf

https://ns2.kelisto.es/gacor1-12/Book?title=economic-geography.pdf&trackid=PGS23-1302
https://ns2.kelisto.es/gacor1-21/Book?trackid=lFD01-9802&title=network-cable-types.pdf


  economic geography: Key Concepts in Economic Geography Yuko Aoyama, James T
Murphy, Susan Hanson, 2010-11-17 A comprehensive and highly readable review of the conceptual
underpinnings of economic geography. Students and professional scholars alike will find it extremely
useful both as a reference manual and as an authoritative guide to the numerous theoretical debates
that characterize the field. - Allen J. Scott, University of California Guides readers skilfully through
the rapidly changing field of economic geography... The key concepts used to structure this
narrative range from key actors and processes within global economic change to a discussion of
newer areas of research including work on financialisation and consumption. The result is a highly
readable synthesis of contemporary debates within economic geography that is also sensitive to the
history of the sub-discipline. - Sarah Hall, University of Nottingham The nice thing about this text is
that it is concise but with depth in its coverage. A must have for any library, and a useful desk
reference for any serious student of economic geography or political economy. - Adam Dixon, Bristol
University Organized around 20 short essays, Key Concepts in Economic Geography provides a
cutting edge introduction to the central concepts that define contemporary research in economic
geography. Involving detailed and expansive discussions, the book includes: An introductory chapter
providing a succinct overview of the recent developments in the field. Over 20 key concept entries
with comprehensive explanations, definitions and evolutions of the subject. Extensive pedagogic
features that enhance understanding including figures, diagrams and further reading. An ideal
companion text for upper-level undergraduate and postgraduate students in economic geography,
the book presents the key concepts in the discipline, demonstrating their historical roots and
contemporary applications to fully understand the processes of economic change, regional growth
and decline, globalization, and the changing locations of firms and industries. Written by an
internationally recognized set of authors, the book is an essential addition to any geography
student′s library.
  economic geography: The Oxford Handbook of Economic Geography Gordon L. Clark,
Maryann P. Feldman, Meric S. Gertler, 2003-07-10 1 Economic Geography: Transition and Growth
Gordon L Clark and Maryann Feldmann and Meric Gertler 2 Economic Geography: The Great Half
Century Allen Scott Part I Conceptual Perspectives Section 1 Mapping the Territory 3 Where in the
World is the 'New Economic Geography'? Paul Krugman 4 Doing Regulation Jamie Peck Section 2
Analytical Frameworks 5 The New Economics of Urban and Regional Growth Ed Glaeser 6
Geography or Economics? Conceptions of Space, Time, Interdependence, and Agency Eric Sheppard
Part II Global Economic Integration Section 3 Investment and Trade 7 The Geography of
International Investment Tony Venables and Howard Shatz 8 Globalization, Localization, and Trade
Michael Storpor Section 4 Development and Underdevelopment 9 Geography and Economic
Development John Gallup and Andrew Mellinger and Jeffrey Sachs 10 The Great Tablecloth: Bread
and Butter Politics and the Political Economy of Food and Poverty Michael Watts Section 5 Finance
Capital 11 The Regulation of International Finance Risto Laulajainen 12 Finance and Localities
Adam Tickell Part III Corporate Structure, Strategy, and Location Section 6 Competition, Location,
and Strategy 13 Locations, Clusters, and Company Strategy Michael Porter 14 Places and Flows:
Situating International Investment Peter Dicken 15 The Globalization of Retail Capital: Themes for
Economic Geography Neil Wrigley Section 7 Remaking the Corporation 16 The Management of Time
and Space Erica Schoenberger 17 Corporate Form and Spatial Form David B. Audretsch Part IV The
Geography of Innovation Section 8 National and Localized Learning 18 National States and
Economic Development: from National Systems of Production to National Systems of Knowledge
Creation and Learning Bengt-Ake Lundvall and Peter Maskell 19 Location and Innovation: The New
Economic Geography of Innovation, Spillover, and Agglomeration Maryann Feldman 20
Restructuring and Innovation in Long Term Regional Change Cristiano Antonelli Section 9 Districts
and Regional Innovation Systems 21 Industrial Districts: The Contributions of Marshall and Beyond
Bjorn Asheim 22 Innovation Networks, Regions, and Globalization Beat Hotz-Hart Part V Localities
and Difference Section 10 Labour and Locality 23 Local Labour Markets: Their Nature,



Performance, and Regulation Ron Martin 24 Firms, Workers, and the Geographic Concentration of
Economic Activity Gordon Hanson Section 11 Gender, Race, and Place 25 Feminists Rethink the
Economic: The Economics of Gender/the Gender of Economics Linda McDowelll 26 Racial and
Economic Segregation in US Metropolitan Areas John Kain Section 12 Communities, Politics, and
Power 27 Elite Power, Global Forces, and the Political Economy of Global Development Eric
Swyngedouw 28 Economic Geography in Practice: Local Economic Development Policy Amy
Glasmeier Part VI Global Transformations Section 13 Environment and Regulation 29 Markets and
Environmental Quality R. Kerry Turner 30 Environmental Innovation and Regulation David Angel
Section 14 Trade and Investment Blocs 31 Spontaneous Integration in Japan and East Asia:
Development Crisis and Beyond Tetsuo Abo 32 Regional Economic Integration in North America
John Holmes 33 The EU as more than a Triad Market for National Economic Spaces Ash Amin Part
VII Coda 34 Pandora's Box? Cultural Geographies of Economies Nigel Thrift.
  economic geography: Economic Geography , 1928
  economic geography: Reading Economic Geography Trevor J. Barnes, Jamie Peck, Eric
Sheppard, Adam Tickell, 2008-04-15 This reader introduces students to examples of the most
important research in the field of economic geography. Brings together the most important research
contributions to economic geography. Editorial commentary makes the material accessible for
students. The editors are highly respected in their field.
  economic geography: Economic Geography William P. Anderson, 2012-07-26 Economic
geographers study and attempt to explain the spatial configuration of economic activities, including
the production of goods and services, their transfer from one economic agent to another and their
transformation into utility by consumers. The spatial configuration, which includes both the pattern
of activities on the map and the relationships between activities occurring in different places, is the
outcome of a vast number of distinct but interrelated decisions made by firms, households,
governments and a variety of other private and public institutions. The goal of this book is to provide
the student with a rigorous introduction to a diverse but logically consistent set of analytical models
of the spatial decisions and interactions that drive the evolution of the economic landscape. It begins
by explaining fundamental concepts that are critical to all topics in economic geography: the friction
of distance, agglomeration, spatial interaction, market mechanisms, natural resources and
production technologies. Sections follow to cover major areas of inquiry including multiregional
economies, location theory, markets for space and systems of cities. The final section synthesizes
and builds on these topics to address two trends that provide particular challenges to economic
geographers today: globalization and the emergence of the knowledge economy.
  economic geography: Economic Geography Trevor J. Barnes, Brett Christophers, 2018-01-09
This volume in the celebrated Critical Introductions to Geography series introduces readers to the
vibrant discipline of economic geography. The authors provide an original definition of the
discipline, and they make a strong case for its vital importance in understanding the dynamic
interconnections, movements, and emerging trends shaping our globalized world. Economic
Geography addresses the key theories and methods that form the basis of the discipline, and
describes its “communities of practice” and relations to related fields including economics and
sociology. Numerous illustrative examples explore how economic geographers examine the world
and how and why the discipline takes the forms it does, demonstrating the critical value of economic
geography to making sense of globalization, uneven development, money and finance, urbanization,
environmental change, and industrial and technological transformation. Engaging and
thought-provoking, Economic Geography: A Critical Introduction is the ideal resource for students
studying across a range of subject areas, as well as the general reader with an interest in world
affairs and economics.
  economic geography: Economic Geography Pierre-Philippe Combes, Thierry Mayer,
Jacques-François Thisse, 2008-09-08 Economic Geography is the most complete, up-to-date textbook
available on the important new field of spatial economics. This book fills a gap by providing
advanced undergraduate and graduate students with the latest research and methodologies in an



accessible and comprehensive way. It is an indispensable reference for researchers in economic
geography, regional and urban economics, international trade, and applied econometrics, and can
serve as a resource for economists in government. Economic Geography presents advances in
economic theory that explain why, despite the increasing mobility of commodities, ideas, and people,
the diffusion of economic activity is very unequal and remains agglomerated in a limited number of
spatial entities. The book complements theoretical analysis with detailed discussions of the empirics
of the economics of agglomeration, offering a mix of theoretical and empirical research that gives a
unique perspective on spatial disparities. It reveals how location continues to matter for trade and
economic development, yet how economic integration is transforming the global economy into an
economic space in which activities are performed within large metropolitan areas exchanging goods,
skills, and information. Economic Geography examines the future implications of this evolution in the
spatial economy and relates them to other major social and economic trends. Provides a complete
introduction to economic geography Explains the latest theory and methodologies Covers the
empirics of agglomeration, from spatial concentration measurement to structural estimations of
economic geography models Includes history and background of the field Serves as a textbook for
students and a resource for professionals
  economic geography: Economic Geography Neil M. Coe, Philip F. Kelly, Henry W. C. Yeung,
2019-12-31 A revised and updated edition of the leading introductory text on the geography of
economic life, from the local to the global Economic Geography is an engaging and accessible
introduction to the different ways modern economic geographers understand, analyze, and interpret
economic processes. This comprehensive text addresses significant questions relevant to
contemporary economic life, from the activities of transnational corporations to issues surrounding
workplaces and consumption. It encourages readers to explore how spatial patterns, places,
networks, and territories shape large-scale economic processes. Accessible, highly-illustrated
material presents fresh insights from the field—complemented by relatable, real-world examples that
help students understand the social, cultural, and political contexts underpinning global economic
processes. Now in its third edition, this extensively revised and updated textbook retains the
features and thematic structure that have proved popular with students and instructors alike, while
adding exciting new content. New chapters explore how the global economy and global development
are institutionalized and governed, the economic geographies of global climate change, economic
practices outside the capitalist mainstream, the role of migrants in labour markets, global
production networks, and more. Introduces economic geography with a thematic approach including
major concepts, current debates, and case studies Revised and updated to enhance international
coverage, including three entirely new chapters on international development, alternative
economies, and global climate change Substantial new content on labour migration, global
production networks, and recent intellectual trends such as evolutionary economic geography Highly
illustrated with diagrams and photographs closely integrated into the text Pedagogical aids
including key case studies, learning objectives, text boxes, chapter essay questions, summaries, and
further reading Core geographical concepts – such as place, networks and territory – are closely
integrated into all chapters. Economic Geography: A Contemporary Introduction is an invaluable
source of up-to-date knowledge for students new to the field, for those requiring a solid foundation,
as well as for a broader academic and public readership with interest in this area of study.
  economic geography: An Introduction to Economic Geography Wellington Downing Jones,
Derwent Stainthorpe Whittlesey, 1925
  economic geography: Economic Geography B. W. Hodder, Roger Lee, 2015-03-27 This book
introduces the reader to the many lines of thought in the literature on economic geography and ties
these various aspects together within the concept of the economy. The book focusses on the dynamic
and integrated nature of economies at different scales and levels of development. Emphasis is laid
on the processes at work within economies. The authors discuss the concept of the economy, helping
both to clarify the nature of economic activity and to reveal the importance and sources of economic
power as the underlying means of control in economies. They also demonstrate that the operation of



an economy and the distribution of economic power are critical influences on many other, apparently
non-economic, aspects of human existence.
  economic geography: An Introduction to Economic Geography Danny MacKinnon, Andrew
Cumbers, 2018-11-12 In the context of great economic turmoil and uncertainty, the emergent
conflict between continued globalisation and growing economic nationalism means that a
geographical economic perspective has never been so important. An Introduction to Economic
Geography guides students through the key debates of this vibrant area, exploring the range of ideas
and approaches that invigorate the wider discipline. This third edition includes new chapters on
finance, cities and the digital economy, consumption and the environment. Underpinned by the
themes of globalisation, uneven development and place, the text conveys the diversity of
contemporary economic geography and explores the social and spatial effects of global economic
restructuring. It combines a critical geographical perspective on the changing economic landscape
with an appreciation of contemporary themes such as neoliberalism, financialisation, innovation and
the growth of new technologies. An Introduction to Economic Geography is an essential textbook for
undergraduate students taking courses in Economic Geography, Globalisation Studies and more
broadly in Human Geography. It will also be of much interest to those in Planning, Business and
Management Studies and Economics.
  economic geography: Elementary Economic Geography Charles Redway Dryer, 1916
  economic geography: Handbook of Economic Geography Dr. Sanjay Kumar, 2021-09-11
Economic geography has taken a variety of approaches to many different subject matters, including
but not limited to the location of industries, economies of agglomeration (also known as “linkages”),
transportation, international trade, economic development, real estate, gentrification, ethnic
economies, gendered economies, core-periphery theory, the economics of urban form, the
relationship between the environment and the economy, and globalization. The subject matter
investigated is strongly influenced by the researcher’s methodological approach. Neoclassical
location theorists, following in the tradition of Alfred Weber, tend to focus on industrial location and
use quantitative methods. Economists such as Paul Krugman and Jeffrey Sachs have also analyzed
many traits related to economic geography. Krugman has gone so far as to call his application of
spatial thinking to international trade theory the “new economic geography”, which directly
competes with an approach within the discipline of geography that is also called “new economic
geography”. The name geographical economics has been suggested as an alternative. Various
factors, events, conditions, occurrences and constituents of geography have a tremendous bearing
on the distribution of resources resulting in a wide disparity in the level of economic activity in the
nation or region concerned. Such differences impact no production, manufacturing and resource
utilisation capacity of the nations. Each and every such factor has been dealt with in the present
book. Contents: • Introduction • Location of Economic Activities and Spatial Organization of
Economies • Classification of Economies • Sectors of Economy: Primary, Secondary, Tertiary and
Quaternary • Natural Resources: Renewable and Non-renewable • Measurement of Agricultural
Productivity and Efficiency • Crop Combination and Diversification • Von Thunen’s Model •
Classification of Industries • Weber’s and Losch’s Approaches • Resource-Based and Footloose
Industries • Models of Transportation and Transport Cost: Accessibility and Connectivity
  economic geography: Economic Geography Sharmistha Bagchi-Sen, Helen Lawton-Smith,
2006-09-27 The impact of economic geography both within and beyond the wider field of geography
has been constrained in the past by its own limitations. Drawing together the work of several
eminent geographers this superb collection assesses the current state of knowledge in the sub
discipline and its future direction. In doing so, the contributors show how economic geographers
have offered explanations that affect places and lives in the broader context of the global economy.
Offering a discussion of theoretical constructs and methodologies with the purpose to show the need
to combine different approaches in understanding spatial (inter) dependencies, contributors also
demonstrate the need to engage with multiple audiences, and within this context they proceed to
examine how geographers have interfaced with businesses and policy. This excellent collection



moves economic geography from a preoccupation with theory towards more rigorous empirical
research with greater relevance for public policy. With excellent breadth of coverage, it provides an
outstanding introduction to research topics and approaches.
  economic geography: Introduction to Economic Geography Danny MacKinnon, Andrew
Cumbers, 2014-05-22 Today’s rapidly flowing global economy, hit by recession following the
financial crisis of 2008/9, means the geographical economic perspective has never been more
important. An Introduction to Economic Geography comprehensively guides you through the core
issues and debates of this vibrant and exciting area, whilst also exploring the range of approaches
and paradigms currently invigorating the wider discipline. Rigorous and accessible, the authors
demystify and enliven a crucial subject for geographical study. Underpinned by the themes of
globalisation, uneven development and place, the text explores the diversity and vitality of
contemporary economic geography. It balances coverage of 'traditional' areas such as regional
development and labour markets with insight into new and evolving topics like neoliberalism,
consumption, creativity and alternative economic practices. An Introduction to Economic Geography
is an essential textbook for undergraduate students taking courses in Economic Geography,
Globalisation Studies and more broadly in Human Geography. It will also be of key interest to
anyone in Planning, Business and Management Studies and Economics.
  economic geography: Economic Geography Andrew Wood, Susan Roberts, 2012-10-12 The
turbulence of the current times has dramatically transformed the world’s economic geographies. The
scale and scope of such changes require urgent attention. With intellectual roots dating to the
nineteenth century, economic geography has traditionally sought to examine the spatial distributions
of economic activity and the principles that account for them. More recently, the field has turned its
attention to a range of questions relating to: globalization and its impact on different peoples and
places; economic inequalities at different geographic scales; the development of the
knowledge-based economy; and the relationship between economy and environment. Now, more
than ever, the changing fortunes of peoples and places demands our attention. Economic Geography
provides a stimulating and innovative introduction to economic geography by establishing the
substantive concerns of economic geographers, the methods deployed to study them, the key
concepts and theories that animate the field, and the major issues generating debate. This book is
the first to address the diverse approaches to economic geography as well as the constantly shifting
economic geographies on the ground. It encompasses traditional approaches, albeit from a critical
perspective, while providing a thorough, accessible and engaging examination of the concerns,
methods and approaches of the ‘new economic geography’. This unique introductory text covers the
breadth of economic geography while engaging with a range of contemporary debates at the
cutting-edge of the field. Written in an accessible and lucid style, this book offers a thorough and
systematic introductory survey. It is enhanced by pedagogical features throughout including case
studies dealing with topics ranging from the head office locations of the Fortune 500, Mexico’s
maquiladoras to China’s investments in Southern Africa. This book also contains exercises based on
the key concepts and annotated further reading and websites.
  economic geography: Economic Geography and the Unequal Development of Regions
Jean-Claude Prager, Jacques-François Thisse, 2012-06-25 Behind the mystery of economic growth
stands another mystery: why do some places fare better than others? Casual evidence shows that
sizable differences exist at very different spatial scales (countries, regions and cities). This book
aims to discuss the main economic reasons for the existence of peaks and troughs in the spatial
distribution of wealth and people, with a special emphasis on the role of large cities and regional
agglomerations in the process of economic development.
  economic geography: The SAGE Handbook of Economic Geography Andrew Leyshon,
Roger Lee, Linda McDowell, 2011-03-04 What difference does it make to think about the economy in
geographical terms? The SAGE Handbook of Economic Geography illustrates the significance of
thinking the 'economy' and the 'economic' geographically. It identifies significant stages in the
discipline's development, and focuses on the key themes and ideas that inform present thinking in



economic geography. Organised in sections with multiple chapters, The SAGE Handbook of
Economic Geography is a complete overview of the discipline that critically assesses: * Location, the
quantitative revolution, the new economic geography * Geographies of globalization - making sense
of globalization and its consequences; the geography of capitalism * Geographies of scale and place:
local and global, space and place * Geographies of nature: agriculture; sustainable development; the
political ecology and the social construction of nature * Geographies of uneven development:
economic decline; technology; money and finance * Geographies of consumption and services:
formal and informal spaces of consumption; the culture industries; performance * Geographies of
regulation and governance: neo-liberalism, regulation, welfare Placing the discipline in vivid
historical and contemporary context, The SAGE Handbook of Economic Geography is a timely,
essential work for postgraduates, researchers and academics in economic geography.
  economic geography: Introduction to Economic Geography Danny MacKinnon, Andrew
Cumbers, 2014-05-22 Today’s rapidly flowing global economy, hit by recession following the
financial crisis of 2008/9, means the geographical economic perspective has never been more
important. An Introduction to Economic Geography comprehensively guides you through the core
issues and debates of this vibrant and exciting area, whilst also exploring the range of approaches
and paradigms currently invigorating the wider discipline. Rigorous and accessible, the authors
demystify and enliven a crucial subject for geographical study. Underpinned by the themes of
globalisation, uneven development and place, the text explores the diversity and vitality of
contemporary economic geography. It balances coverage of 'traditional' areas such as regional
development and labour markets with insight into new and evolving topics like neoliberalism,
consumption, creativity and alternative economic practices. An Introduction to Economic Geography
is an essential textbook for undergraduate students taking courses in Economic Geography,
Globalisation Studies and more broadly in Human Geography. It will also be of key interest to
anyone in Planning, Business and Management Studies and Economics.
  economic geography: The New Oxford Handbook of Economic Geography Dariusz Wójcik,
2018-01-02 The first fifteen years of the 21st century have thrown into sharp relief the challenges of
growth, equity, stability, and sustainability facing the world economy. In addition, they have exposed
the inadequacies of mainstream economics in providing answers to these challenges. This volume
gathers over 50 leading scholars from around the world to offer a forward-looking perspective of
economic geography to understanding the various building blocks, relationships, and trajectories in
the world economy. The perspective is at the same time grounded in theory and in the experiences
of particular places. Reviewing state-of-the-art of economic geography, setting agendas, and with
illustrations and empirical evidence from all over the world, the book should be an essential
reference for students, researchers, as well as strategists and policy makers. Building on the success
of the first edition, this volume offers a radically revised, updated, and broader approach to
economic geography. With the backdrop of the global financial crisis, finance is investigated in
chapters on financial stability, financial innovation, global financial networks, the global map of
savings and investments, and financialization. Environmental challenges are addressed in chapters
on resource economies, vulnerability of regions to climate change, carbon markets, and energy
transitions. Distribution and consumption feature alongside more established topics on the firm,
innovation, and work. The handbook also captures the theoretical and conceptual innovations of the
last fifteen years, including evolutionary economic geography and the global production networks
approach. Addressing the dangers of inequality, instability, and environmental crisis head-on, the
volume concludes with strategies for growth and new ways of envisioning the spatiality of economy
for the future.
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