
early islamic history books

early islamic history books provide essential insights into the formative periods of Islam,
documenting the religious, political, and social developments that shaped the Muslim world. These
historical texts, written by early Muslim scholars and historians, offer valuable perspectives on the
life of Prophet Muhammad, the Rashidun Caliphate, and the expansion of Islamic civilization.
Understanding these sources is critical for scholars, students, and enthusiasts seeking to explore the
origins and growth of Islam. This article examines some of the most authoritative early Islamic
history books, their authors, and their historical contexts. Additionally, it discusses the
methodologies employed in these works and their significance in modern Islamic studies. The article
concludes with a guide to the main themes and contributions of these texts to historical scholarship.
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Prominent Early Islamic History Books
The corpus of early Islamic history books is rich and diverse, encompassing works that serve as
foundational texts for understanding the early Muslim community. These books often blend
historical narrative with religious discourse, reflecting the intertwined nature of faith and
governance in early Islam.

Al-Tabari’s "Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Muluk"
One of the most comprehensive and influential early Islamic history books is "Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-
Muluk" (History of Prophets and Kings) by Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari. Completed in the 10th
century, this monumental chronicle covers history from creation through the late Abbasid period. Al-
Tabari’s work is valued for its extensive use of isnad (chain of transmission) to authenticate reports
and its compilation of various traditions and accounts.

Ibn Ishaq’s "Sirat Rasul Allah"
The biography of the Prophet Muhammad, known as "Sirat Rasul Allah," composed by Ibn Ishaq, is
another cornerstone of early Islamic history literature. Though the original manuscript is lost, later
editors like Ibn Hisham preserved and augmented this narrative, which provides detailed accounts



of the Prophet’s life, the early Muslim community, and the socio-political conditions of 7th-century
Arabia.

Ibn Sa’d’s "Kitab al-Tabaqat al-Kabir"
"Kitab al-Tabaqat al-Kabir" by Ibn Sa’d is a biographical dictionary that offers extensive profiles of
the Prophet Muhammad’s companions and subsequent generations. This work is crucial for
understanding the development of early Islamic society and the roles played by key figures in the
spread of Islam.

Al-Waqidi’s "Kitab al-Maghazi"
Al-Waqidi’s "Kitab al-Maghazi" focuses primarily on the military campaigns of the Prophet
Muhammad, providing detailed narratives about battles, strategies, and the expansion of the Muslim
community during his lifetime. This book is an important source for military history within early
Islamic studies.

Key Authors and Their Contributions
The authors of early Islamic history books were often scholars who combined rigorous historical
research with religious scholarship. Their contributions laid the groundwork for Islamic
historiography and provided frameworks for later historians.

Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari
Al-Tabari’s methodical approach combined isnad verification with the collection of diverse accounts,
allowing readers to assess differing perspectives. His scholarship profoundly influenced both Islamic
and Western historians, making his "Tarikh" a cornerstone text.

Ibn Ishaq and Ibn Hisham
Ibn Ishaq’s pioneering efforts in sira literature established the biography of the Prophet as a key
genre. Ibn Hisham’s editorial work ensured the survival and dissemination of this biography,
shaping subsequent Muslim historical discourse.

Ibn Sa’d
Ibn Sa’d’s biographical compilations enriched the understanding of early Muslim personalities and
their contributions, helping to contextualize the political and social dynamics of the period.



Al-Waqidi
Al-Waqidi’s focus on military history provided insights into the tactical and strategic aspects of early
Islamic expansion, complementing the broader historical narratives of his contemporaries.

Historical Context and Methodology
Early Islamic history books were written within specific historical and cultural contexts, reflecting
the priorities and challenges of their times. These texts often employed methodologies that
combined oral traditions, written sources, and isnad chains to ensure authenticity.

Use of Isnād and Oral Traditions
Isnād, the chain of transmission, was a critical methodological tool used by early historians to verify
the reliability of reports. By tracing narrations through trusted transmitters, authors aimed to
establish the credibility of historical accounts.

Compilation and Critical Analysis
Authors often compiled multiple versions of events, presenting them side-by-side and sometimes
commenting on their relative reliability. This approach reflects an early form of source criticism
within Islamic historiography.

Integration of Religious and Historical Narratives
Early Islamic history books frequently integrated theological perspectives with historical facts,
illustrating the inseparability of religion and politics during the formative Islamic period. This dual
focus enriched the texts but also requires careful analysis by modern readers.

Themes and Topics Covered in Early Islamic History
Books
The scope of early Islamic history books encompasses a broad range of themes, from prophetic
biography to political history and social developments. These themes provide a comprehensive
understanding of early Islamic civilization.

Life and Mission of Prophet Muhammad
Accounts of the Prophet’s life, his prophethood, revelations, and interactions with the community
form a central theme. These narratives also include the challenges faced and the establishment of
the Muslim ummah.



Rashidun and Umayyad Caliphates
Detailed histories of the first four caliphs, known as the Rashidun Caliphate, and the subsequent
Umayyad dynasty highlight political transitions, governance, and expansion of Islamic territories.

Military Campaigns and Conquests
Descriptions of battles, conquests, and strategies illustrate the rapid expansion of Islam beyond the
Arabian Peninsula and the establishment of a vast empire.

Social and Religious Developments
Early Islamic history books also explore changes in social structures, legal developments, and the
spread of Islamic teachings across diverse populations.

Biographies of Companions and Key Figures
Profiles of the Prophet’s companions, early converts, and notable leaders provide personalized
insights into the individuals who shaped Islamic history.

Significance and Influence on Modern Scholarship
Early Islamic history books remain indispensable resources for modern historians and scholars
studying Islam’s origins and early development. Their influence extends across disciplines including
theology, history, and Middle Eastern studies.

Foundations for Islamic Historiography
These early works established historiographical standards within the Islamic tradition, influencing
how history has been recorded and interpreted for centuries.

Primary Sources for Academic Research
Modern researchers rely on translations and critical editions of these texts to reconstruct historical
events, analyze socio-political contexts, and understand religious developments.

Challenges and Critical Approaches
Contemporary scholarship applies critical methodologies to address issues such as bias,
hagiography, and the blending of myth with history found in early Islamic books.



Preservation of Islamic Cultural Heritage
These texts preserve invaluable cultural and historical knowledge, serving as a bridge between past
and present in the Muslim world and beyond.

Al-Tabari’s comprehensive chronicle and methodology

Sira literature and the biography of Prophet Muhammad

Biographical dictionaries and their role in Islamic social history

Military accounts and their contribution to understanding early Islamic expansion

Integration of oral tradition and isnād chains in historical writing

Themes such as political history, religious development, and social change

Impact on modern Islamic studies and historiographical traditions

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the earliest Islamic history books?
Some of the earliest Islamic history books include 'Tarikh al-Tabari' by Muhammad ibn Jarir al-
Tabari, 'Al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh' by Ibn al-Athir, and 'The Muqaddimah' by Ibn Khaldun.

Who is considered the father of Islamic historiography?
Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari is often considered the father of Islamic historiography due to his
comprehensive work 'Tarikh al-Tabari,' which is one of the earliest and most detailed chronicles of
Islamic history.

What topics do early Islamic history books typically cover?
Early Islamic history books typically cover the life of the Prophet Muhammad, the Rashidun
Caliphate, the Umayyad and Abbasid dynasties, important battles, and the spread of Islam through
different regions.

Are early Islamic history books written in Arabic only?
Most early Islamic history books were originally written in Arabic, as it was the lingua franca of the
Islamic world at that time, but many have since been translated into various languages including
English, Persian, and Turkish.



How reliable are early Islamic history books?
The reliability of early Islamic history books varies; while many provide valuable historical insights,
some contain biases or legendary elements. Scholars often cross-examine multiple sources to get a
more accurate understanding.

What is 'Tarikh al-Tabari' known for?
'Tarikh al-Tabari' is known for being one of the most comprehensive and detailed early Islamic
history chronicles, covering events from creation to the year 915 CE, and for its methodical
collection of various narratives and sources.

Did early Islamic historians use oral traditions in their books?
Yes, early Islamic historians frequently used oral traditions (hadith and isnad chains) as primary
sources for their historical accounts, often verifying the reliability of narrators to maintain
authenticity.

How did early Islamic history books influence modern Islamic
studies?
Early Islamic history books laid the foundation for modern Islamic studies by preserving historical
narratives, setting standards for historiography, and providing primary source material for
contemporary scholars.

Can early Islamic history books be accessed online today?
Yes, many early Islamic history books have been digitized and are accessible online through
academic databases, libraries, and platforms such as Archive.org, making them available for study
worldwide.

Additional Resources
1. The Life of Muhammad by Ibn Ishaq
This is one of the earliest and most important biographies of the Prophet Muhammad. Compiled by
Ibn Ishaq in the 8th century, it provides detailed accounts of Muhammad’s life, his mission, and the
early days of Islam. Although the original text has been lost, later editions and fragments have
preserved much of its content, making it invaluable for understanding the foundation of Islamic
history.

2. The History of al-Tabari (Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Muluk)
Written by the Persian historian al-Tabari in the 9th century, this comprehensive chronicle covers
the history of the world from creation up to the late 9th century. Its sections on early Islamic history,
including the life of Muhammad and the Rashidun Caliphs, are particularly significant. The work is a
critical primary source for historians studying the formative years of the Islamic empire.

3. The Succession to Muhammad by Wilferd Madelung
This modern scholarly work examines the political and religious disputes that followed the death of



Muhammad, focusing on the question of rightful succession. Madelung challenges traditional Sunni
narratives by presenting a detailed analysis of early Shia perspectives. The book provides deep
insights into the origins of sectarian divisions within Islam.

4. The Early Caliphate: A Political History of Islam, 632-661 by Hugh Kennedy
This book offers a thorough political history of the formative period of the Islamic caliphate from the
death of Muhammad to the rise of the Umayyad dynasty. Kennedy explores the challenges faced by
the early caliphs, including internal dissent and external conquests. It is praised for its clear
narrative and critical use of sources.

5. In the Shadow of the Sword by Tom Holland
Tom Holland provides a revisionist perspective on the origins of Islam, combining archaeological
evidence with traditional Islamic sources. The book explores the broader context of late antiquity
and the transformations in the Near East that led to the emergence of Islam. It is a provocative and
engaging account for readers interested in the historical context of early Islam.

6. The Origins of the Islamic State by Philip K. Hitti
This classic work traces the political and social developments that gave rise to the early Islamic state
under the leadership of Muhammad and his successors. Hitti discusses the spread of Islam and the
administrative foundations laid by the early caliphs. The book remains a foundational text for
understanding the early Islamic polity.

7. Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam by Fred M. Donner
Donner presents a nuanced interpretation of early Islam, emphasizing the communal and religious
aspects of Muhammad’s movement. The book argues that the early Muslim community was a
broader coalition of monotheists before the crystallization of distinct Islamic identity. It is a
significant contribution to the study of early Islamic history and theology.

8. The Cambridge History of Islam, Volume 1: The Central Islamic Lands from Pre-Islamic Times to
the First World War
This edited volume offers a scholarly overview of the early history of Islam, including the life of
Muhammad, the Rashidun and Umayyad caliphates, and the social and cultural contexts of the time.
Contributions from leading historians provide a comprehensive and authoritative resource. It is
widely used in academic settings.

9. God's Crucible: Islam and the Making of Europe, 570-1215 by David Levering Lewis
Lewis explores the impact of early Islam on the broader Mediterranean and European world during
the Middle Ages. The book traces the origins and expansion of Islam alongside the political and
cultural developments in Europe. It offers a comparative perspective on early Islamic history and its
interactions with neighboring civilizations.
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  early islamic history books: Islamic Historiography Chase F. Robinson, 2003 How did Muslims
of the classical Islamic period understand their past? What value did they attach to history? How did
they write history? How did historiography fare relative to other kinds of Arabic literature? These
and other questions are answered in Chase F. Robinson's Islamic Historiography, an introduction to
the principal genres, issues, and problems of Islamic historical writing in Arabic, that stresses the
social and political functions of historical writing in the Islamic world. Beginning with the origins of
the tradition in the eighth and ninth centuries and covering its development until the beginning of
the sixteenth century, this is an authoritative and yet accessible guide through a complex and
forbidding field, which is intended for readers with little or no background in Islamic history or
Arabic.
  early islamic history books: Islamic History R. Stephen Humphreys, 2020-06-16 This book will
be immensely helpful to those who wish to orient themselves to what has become a very large body
of literature on medieval Islamic history. Combining a bibliographic study with an inquiry into
method, it opens with a survey of the principal reference tools available to historians of Islam and a
systematic review of the sources they will confront. Problems of method are then examined in a
series of chapters, each exploring a broad topic in the social and political history of the Middle East
and North Africa between A.D. 600 and 1500. The topics selected represent a cross-section of
Islamic historical studies, and range from the struggles for power within the early Islamic
community to the life of the peasantry. Each chapter pursues four questions. What concrete
research problems are likely to be most challenging and productive? What resources do we possess
for dealing with these problems? What strategies can we devise to exploit our resources most
effectively? What is the current state of the scholarly literature for the topic under study?
  early islamic history books: Early Islamic History Tamima Bayhom-Daou, Teresa
Bernheimer, 2014 This new collection brings together major works in the historical study of Islam
during its formative and classical periods (600-1000 CE). A comprehensive and nuanced
understanding of the origins and early development of Islam has become relevant not only to the
specialist, but also to those seeking to make sense of the debates relating to Islam and the Middle
East in the contemporary period.
  early islamic history books: The New Cambridge History of Islam: Volume 1, The Formation of
the Islamic World, Sixth to Eleventh Centuries Chase F. Robinson, 2010-11-04 Volume One of The
New Cambridge History of Islam, which surveys the political and cultural history of Islam from its
Late Antique origins until the eleventh century, brings together contributions from leading scholars
in the field. The book is divided into four parts. The first provides an overview of the physical and
political geography of the Late Antique Middle East. The second charts the rise of Islam and the
emergence of the Islamic political order under the Umayyad and the Abbasid caliphs of the seventh,
eighth and ninth centuries, followed by the dissolution of the empire in the tenth and eleventh.
'Regionalism', the overlapping histories of the empire's provinces, is the focus of Part Three, while
Part Four provides a cutting-edge discussion of the sources and controversies of early Islamic
history, including a survey of numismatics, archaeology and material culture.
  early islamic history books: Ibn ʻAsākir and Early Islamic History James E. Lindsay, 2001
Begun in 1134 and completed some four decades later, Ibn 'Asakir's massive Ta'rikh madinat
Dimashq (History of Damascus), with its 10,226 biographical notices, is a veritable gold mine of
information for our understanding of the first five and one-half centuries of Islamic history. Now that
it has finally been edited and published in its entirety, scholars will have far greater access to this
fundamentally important (and to date little exploited) Syrian source. Ibn 'Asakir and Early Islamic
History seeks to demonstrate the kinds of questions that Ibn 'Asakir (d. 571/1176) can answer for us,
and highlights Ibn 'Asakir's importance for the study of early Islamic History and historiography,
especially in the context of geographic Syria (Bilad al-Sham). Although the essays in this volume do
not necessarily represent agreement as to the particulars of Ibn 'Asakir's historiographic agenda(s),
each essay addresses important aspects of his methodology in his presentation of his vision of Syria's
past. Taken separately, the individual contributions serve as guides through the perils and pitfalls of



specific aspects of Ibn 'Asakir's coverage of the early Islamic past. Taken together, they show us how
one Crusader-era Muslim envisioned the formative centuries of his own embattled religious and
cultural community.--Publisher description.
  early islamic history books: Ibn ʿAsākir and Early Islamic History James E. Lindsay, 2020
Ibn ʿAsākir's massive Taʼrīkh madīnat Dimashq (TMD) is a veritable gold mine of information for our
understanding of the first five and one-half centuries of Islamic history. This book offers important
insights on the mechanics of Arabic historiography, in particular on biographical sources from the
Middle period. Moreover, two contributions show that Ibn ʿAsākir pursued a political and sectarian
agenda within his TMD. 1. James E. Lindsay, Ibn ʿAsākir, His Taʼrīkh madīnat Dimashq and its
Usefulness for Understanding Early Islamic History; 2. Suleiman A. Mourad, Jesus According to Ibn
ʿAsākir;
  early islamic history books: Studies in Early Islamic History Martin Hinds, 1996 Reprints
all nine published articles by British Egyptologist and linguist Hinds (1941-88) except his
encyclopedia articles. They deal with several important themes, including the first Civil War and the
social and political tensions underlying it, early Islamic historiography, conquests, relations between
Muslims and others, and the inquisition during the early 'Abbasid times. Annotation copyright by
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  early islamic history books: Narratives of Islamic Origins Fred McGraw Donner, 1998
Donner (Near Eastern history, Oriental Institute and U. of Chicago) challenges the scholarly
assumption that the earliest Muslim believers wanted to write history out of idle curiosity and
suggests that Islamic historical tradition resulted from a variety of challenges facing the community
during the seventh to tenth centuries, C.E. He identifies the intellectual context in which Muslims
began to think and write historically; sketches the issues, themes, and forms of the early Islamic
historiographical tradition; considers the value of some radically revisionist interpretations of early
Islam that have appeared in the past 20 years; and discusses the problem of sources in studying
Islamic origins. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  early islamic history books: Early Islamic History: Scholarly traditions Tamima Bayhom-Daou,
Teresa Bernheimer, 2014 Insight into the origins and early development of Islam has become
relevant not only to the specialist, but underlies a thorough understanding of debates relating to
Islam and the Middle East in the contemporary period. Over the past decades, the field has seen the
publication of some excellent in-depth studies on aspects of Islamic history 600-1000 CE, and has
also undergone a revision of its own boundaries. Some studies have thus placed the origins of Islam
in the wider context of Late Antiquity, and argued for an examination of the development of Islam as
a religion and civilization in a broader monotheistic and Mediterranean context. Moreover, the
historiographic debates of the 1970s are far from resolved: in the seventies a new critical approach
to the study of early Islamic history emerged, often described as the sceptical or revisionist
approach. Questioning the reliability of the Muslim tradition about Islamic origins, the 'revisionists'
also at times suggested that it is impossible to recover any kernel of historical truth (what 'actually
happened'). Their assumptions and findings have been (and continue to be) criticized in numerous
works, though not often in sustained or comprehensive manners. More recently, the field has
witnessed a return to more 'conventional' approaches, where attempts are made to recover and
reconstruct aspects of early Islamic history by analysis of the transmission history of hadith
traditions and their chains of narrators. An understanding of the sources and the historiography thus
remains pivotal to discussions of early Islamic history. This important issue is addressed particularly
in the first volume, and in a thorough introduction which draws together the main themes and
developments of the period. Early Years of Islam provides excellent reference work and very useful
teaching material for a number of different university level courses, in subjects including History,
Area Studies, Religious Studies, and Islamic Studies.-
  early islamic history books: Studies in Early Islamic History Martin Hinds, 2020 Collection of
all of Martin Hinds' (1941-1988) full-length articles which appeared in journals as well as one of his
articles for the Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2nd Edition. Most of the articles have to do with the early



period of Islamic history, while two others deal with the early Abbasid caliphate. The volume is
especially important in light of the fact that all of the articles were revised by the editors based on
Hinds' own corrected copies:_x000B__x000B_1. Kufan Political Alignments and Their Background in
the Mid-Seventh Century A.D _x000B_2. The Murder of the Caliph 'Uthman _x000B_3. The.
  early islamic history books: Documents and the History of the Early Islamic World ,
2014-11-28 Documents and the History of the Early Islamic World presents new Greek, Arabic and
Coptic material from the seventh to the fifteenth centuries C.E. from Egypt and Palestine and
explores its rich potential for historical analysis.
  early islamic history books: Islamic History R. Stephen Humphreys, 1988 This book will be
immensely helpful to those who wish to orient themselves to what has become a very large body of
literature on medieval Islamic history. Combining a bibliographic study with an inquiry into method,
it opens with a survey of the principal reference tools available to historians of Islam and a
systematic review of the sources they will confront. Problems of method are then examined in a
series of chapters, each exploring a broad topic in the social and political history of the Middle East
and North Africa between A.D. 600 and 1500. The topics selected represent a cross-section of
Islamic historical studies, and range from the struggles for power within the early Islamic
community to the life of the peasantry. Each chapter pursues four questions. What concrete
research problems are likely to be most challenging and productive? What resources do we possess
for dealing with these problems? What strategies can we devise to exploit our resources most
effectively? What is the current state of the scholarly literature for the topic under study?
  early islamic history books: Parable and Politics in Early Islamic History Tayeb El-Hibri,
2010-10-19 The story of the succession to the Prophet Muhammad and the rise of the Rashidun
Caliphate (632-661) is familiar to historians from the political histories of medieval Islam, which
treat it as a factual account. The story also informs the competing perspectives of Sunni and Shi'i
Islam, which read into it the legitimacy of their claims. Yet while descriptive and varied, these
approaches have long excluded a third reading, which views the conflict over the succession to the
Prophet as a parable. From this vantage point, the motives, sayings, and actions of the protagonists
reveal profound links to previous texts, not to mention a surprising irony regarding political and
religious issues. In a controversial break from previous historiography, Tayeb El-Hibri privileges the
literary and artistic triumphs of the medieval Islamic chronicles and maps the origins of Islamic
political and religious orthodoxy. Considering the patterns and themes of these unified narratives,
including the problem of measuring personal qualification according to religious merit, nobility, and
skills in government, El-Hibri offers an insightful critique of both early and contemporary Islam and
the concerns of legitimacy shadowing various rulers. In building an argument for reading the texts
as parabolic commentary, he also highlights the Islamic reinterpretation of biblical traditions, both
by Qur'anic exegesis and historical composition.
  early islamic history books: Scientists and Scholars of the Early Islamic World - Islamic
Empire History Book 3rd Grade Children's History Baby Professor, 2024-12 Did you know the
early Islamic word bred scientists and scholars who made significant contributions to the field of
science and technology? This book will introduce some of the most important names of the time.
Read this book to open your mind into a different definition of Islam. Grow your knowledge with one
topic at a time. Include this book in your collection.
  early islamic history books: Early Islamic History: The sources and historiographic
debates Tamima Bayhom-Daou, Teresa Bernheimer, 2014 Insight into the origins and early
development of Islam has become relevant not only to the specialist, but underlies a thorough
understanding of debates relating to Islam and the Middle East in the contemporary period. Over
the past decades, the field has seen the publication of some excellent in-depth studies on aspects of
Islamic history 600-1000 CE, and has also undergone a revision of its own boundaries. Some studies
have thus placed the origins of Islam in the wider context of Late Antiquity, and argued for an
examination of the development of Islam as a religion and civilization in a broader monotheistic and
Mediterranean context. Moreover, the historiographic debates of the 1970s are far from resolved: in



the seventies a new critical approach to the study of early Islamic history emerged, often described
as the sceptical or revisionist approach. Questioning the reliability of the Muslim tradition about
Islamic origins, the 'revisionists' also at times suggested that it is impossible to recover any kernel of
historical truth (what 'actually happened'). Their assumptions and findings have been (and continue
to be) criticized in numerous works, though not often in sustained or comprehensive manners. More
recently, the field has witnessed a return to more 'conventional' approaches, where attempts are
made to recover and reconstruct aspects of early Islamic history by analysis of the transmission
history of hadith traditions and their chains of narrators. An understanding of the sources and the
historiography thus remains pivotal to discussions of early Islamic history. This important issue is
addressed particularly in the first volume, and in a thorough introduction which draws together the
main themes and developments of the period. Early Years of Islam provides excellent reference work
and very useful teaching material for a number of different university level courses, in subjects
including History, Area Studies, Religious Studies, and Islamic Studies.-
  early islamic history books: Early Islamic History: Authority and sect formation Tamima
Bayhom-Daou, Teresa Bernheimer, 2014 Insight into the origins and early development of Islam has
become relevant not only to the specialist, but underlies a thorough understanding of debates
relating to Islam and the Middle East in the contemporary period. Over the past decades, the field
has seen the publication of some excellent in-depth studies on aspects of Islamic history 600-1000
CE, and has also undergone a revision of its own boundaries. Some studies have thus placed the
origins of Islam in the wider context of Late Antiquity, and argued for an examination of the
development of Islam as a religion and civilization in a broader monotheistic and Mediterranean
context. Moreover, the historiographic debates of the 1970s are far from resolved: in the seventies a
new critical approach to the study of early Islamic history emerged, often described as the sceptical
or revisionist approach. Questioning the reliability of the Muslim tradition about Islamic origins, the
'revisionists' also at times suggested that it is impossible to recover any kernel of historical truth
(what 'actually happened'). Their assumptions and findings have been (and continue to be) criticized
in numerous works, though not often in sustained or comprehensive manners. More recently, the
field has witnessed a return to more 'conventional' approaches, where attempts are made to recover
and reconstruct aspects of early Islamic history by analysis of the transmission history of hadith
traditions and their chains of narrators. An understanding of the sources and the historiography thus
remains pivotal to discussions of early Islamic history. This important issue is addressed particularly
in the first volume, and in a thorough introduction which draws together the main themes and
developments of the period. Early Years of Islam provides excellent reference work and very useful
teaching material for a number of different university level courses, in subjects including History,
Area Studies, Religious Studies, and Islamic Studies.-
  early islamic history books: Scientists and Scholars of the Early Islamic World - Islamic
Empire History Book 3rd Grade | Children's History Baby, Baby Professor, 2024-09 Did you
know the early Islamic word bred scientists and scholars who made significant contributions to the
field of science and technology? This book will introduce some of the most important names of the
time. Read this book to open your mind into a different definition of Islam. Grow your knowledge
with one topic at a time. Include this book in your collection.
  early islamic history books: Islamic History as Global History Richard Maxwell Eaton, 1990
  early islamic history books: Damascus after the Muslim Conquest Nancy Khalek,
2011-09-16 Before it fell to Muslim armies in AD 635-6 Damascus had a long and prestigious history
as a center of Christianity. How did this city, which became the capitol of the Islamic Empire and its
people, negotiate the transition from a late antique or early Byzantine world to an Islamic culture? In
Damascus after the Muslim Conquest, Nancy Khalek demonstrates that the changes that took place
in Syria during this formative period of Islamic life were not simply a matter of the replacement of
one civilization by another as a result of military conquest, but rather of shifting relationships and
practices in a multifaceted social and cultural setting. Even as late antique forms of religion and
culture persisted, the formation of Islamic identity was affected by the people who constructed, lived



in, and narrated the history of their city. Khalek draws on the evidence of architecture and the
testimony of pilgrims, biographers, geographers, and historians to shed light on this process of
identity formation. Offering a fresh approach to the early Islamic period, she moves the study of
Islamic origins beyond a focus on issues of authenticity and textual criticism, and initiates an
interdisciplinary discourse on narrative, storytelling, and the interpretations of material culture.
  early islamic history books: The Prophet and the Age of the Caliphates Hugh Kennedy,
2022-07-07 The Prophet and the Age of the Caliphates is an accessible history of the Near East from
c.600 to 1050 AD, the period in which Islamic society was formed. Beginning with the life of
Muhammad and the birth of Islam, Hugh Kennedy goes on to explore the great Arab conquests of
the seventh century and the golden age of the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphates when the world of
Islam was politically and culturally far more developed than the West. The crisis of the tenth century
put an end to the political unity of the Muslim world and saw the emergence of the Fatimid caliphate
in Egypt and independent dynasties in the Eastern Islamic world. The book concludes with the
advent of Seljuk Turkish rule in the mid-eleventh century. This new edition is fully updated to take
into account recent research and there are two entirely new chapters covering the economic
background during the period, and the north-east of Iran in the post Abbasid period. Based on
extensive reading of the original Arabic sources, Kennedy breaks away from the Orientalist tradition
of seeing early Islamic history as a series of ephemeral rulers and pointless battles by drawing
attention to underlying long-term social and economic processes. The Prophet and the Age of the
Caliphates deals with issues of continuing and increasing relevance in the twenty-first century, when
it is, perhaps, more important than ever to understand the early development of the Islamic world.
Students and scholars of early Islamic history will find this book a clear, informative and readable
introduction to the subject.
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