
dying languages

dying languages represent a critical issue in the preservation of global cultural heritage
and linguistic diversity. These languages, often spoken by small communities or indigenous
groups, face the threat of extinction as younger generations shift toward dominant
languages for socioeconomic reasons. The loss of dying languages results not only in the
disappearance of unique phonetic and grammatical structures but also in the erosion of
traditional knowledge, customs, and worldviews embedded within these tongues. This
article explores the causes behind the decline of dying languages, the consequences for
cultural identity, and ongoing efforts aimed at revitalizing and preserving endangered
linguistic traditions. Furthermore, it examines the role of technology, education, and policy
in combating language extinction. The following sections provide a comprehensive
overview of dying languages and their significance in today's rapidly changing world.

Understanding Dying Languages

Causes of Language Decline

Consequences of Language Extinction

Efforts to Preserve and Revitalize Dying Languages

The Role of Technology in Language Preservation

Policy and Educational Strategies

Understanding Dying Languages
Dying languages refer to those languages that are at risk of falling out of use as their last
native speakers pass away. These languages often have very few fluent speakers
remaining and lack intergenerational transmission, meaning children are not learning them
as their first language. Linguists classify languages on a spectrum from safe to extinct, with
dying languages positioned precariously close to extinction. The vitality of a language
depends on factors such as community support, usage in daily life, and institutional
recognition.

Definition and Classification
Linguists use specific criteria to assess the status of dying languages, including the number
of native speakers, the age distribution of those speakers, and the domains in which the
language is used. UNESCO classifies languages into categories such as vulnerable,
definitely endangered, severely endangered, critically endangered, and extinct. This
classification helps prioritize efforts for language documentation and revitalization.



Examples of Dying Languages
Many dying languages are found among indigenous populations and isolated communities
worldwide. Examples include languages such as Eyak in Alaska, which became extinct in
2008, and Manx of the Isle of Man, which experienced extinction but has since seen
revitalization efforts. Other notable examples include Ainu in Japan, Livonian in Latvia, and
many Aboriginal languages in Australia, all experiencing varying degrees of decline.

Causes of Language Decline
The decline of dying languages results from a complex interplay of social, political, and
economic factors. Globalization, urbanization, and cultural assimilation contribute
significantly to language shift, where speakers abandon their native tongue in favor of more
dominant languages that offer greater perceived economic or social advantages.

Globalization and Cultural Assimilation
As global communication and commerce expand, dominant languages such as English,
Mandarin, Spanish, and Arabic gain prominence. Speakers of minority languages often
adopt these widely spoken tongues to access education, employment, and social mobility,
leading to reduced transmission of their native language within families and communities.

Political and Historical Influences
Historical colonization, forced assimilation policies, and suppression of minority languages
have contributed to language decline. In many cases, governments have promoted a single
official language to foster national unity, inadvertently marginalizing and stigmatizing
minority languages and cultures.

Socioeconomic Pressures
Economic factors heavily influence language use; communities facing poverty or
marginalization may prioritize learning dominant languages that facilitate integration into
broader society and improve economic prospects. This often results in younger generations
abandoning their ancestral languages.

Consequences of Language Extinction
The extinction of dying languages has profound implications for cultural identity, knowledge
preservation, and linguistic diversity. Language is a vessel for history, traditions, and
unique cognitive frameworks, and its loss diminishes the richness of human heritage.



Loss of Cultural Identity
Languages carry the collective memory and identity of communities. When a language dies,
the cultural practices, oral histories, and traditional knowledge embedded within it often
disappear, leading to a loss of community cohesion and self-understanding.

Impact on Linguistic Diversity
Each dying language represents a loss of unique grammatical structures, phonemes, and
worldviews. The reduction in linguistic diversity limits scientific understanding of human
cognition and language evolution, as well as the potential for new discoveries in linguistics
and anthropology.

Endangerment of Traditional Knowledge
Many dying languages encode ecological knowledge, medicinal practices, and social norms
that have been passed down for generations. The extinction of these languages risks the
disappearance of this invaluable information, which could benefit broader global society.

Efforts to Preserve and Revitalize Dying
Languages
Recognizing the importance of dying languages, numerous initiatives aim to document,
preserve, and revitalize endangered tongues. These efforts often involve collaboration
between linguistic experts, native speakers, and local communities.

Documentation and Archiving
Linguists work to record dying languages through audio recordings, written dictionaries,
and grammatical descriptions. These archives serve as resources for future generations and
form the basis for revitalization programs.

Community-Based Revitalization Programs
Grassroots initiatives empower native speaker communities to teach their language to
younger generations. These programs may include language classes, cultural events, and
the development of educational materials tailored to the community’s needs.

Examples of Successful Revitalization
Some languages once considered extinct or critically endangered have experienced revival
through dedicated efforts. For example, Hebrew was successfully revitalized as a living



language, and the Maori language in New Zealand has gained renewed usage through
immersion schools and government support.

The Role of Technology in Language Preservation
Modern technology plays a vital role in combating the decline of dying languages by
providing new tools for documentation, learning, and dissemination. Digital platforms
facilitate access and engagement, especially among younger speakers.

Digital Archives and Databases
Online repositories store vast amounts of linguistic data, including audio recordings, texts,
and grammatical analyses. These digital archives make dying language resources widely
accessible to researchers and community members worldwide.

Language Learning Apps and Software
Mobile applications and computer-based programs offer interactive language learning
opportunities. These tools enable users to practice vocabulary, pronunciation, and grammar
at their own pace, supporting language acquisition beyond traditional classroom settings.

Social Media and Multimedia
Social media platforms and multimedia content allow speakers to use dying languages in
daily communication and creative expression. Videos, podcasts, and social networks help
raise awareness and foster vibrant language communities online.

Policy and Educational Strategies
Governmental and institutional policies significantly impact the survival of dying languages.
Education systems that incorporate minority languages promote linguistic diversity and
encourage language maintenance.

Official Recognition and Legal Protection
Legal frameworks that recognize minority languages and protect language rights provide a
foundation for preservation efforts. Such policies may include bilingual education mandates
and support for cultural institutions.



Incorporation into School Curricula
Introducing dying languages into primary and secondary education ensures that children
gain proficiency and cultural connection. Immersion schools and language nests have
proven effective in increasing fluency among younger speakers.

International Cooperation and Funding
Global organizations and governments collaborate to provide funding and expertise for
language preservation projects. International conventions advocate for the protection of
linguistic heritage as part of cultural diversity and human rights.

Understanding the status and classification of dying languages

Identifying the social, political, and economic causes behind language decline

Recognizing the profound cultural and scientific consequences of language extinction

Exploring community and scholarly efforts to document and revitalize endangered
languages

Leveraging technology to enhance preservation and learning opportunities

Implementing effective policies and educational strategies to support linguistic
diversity

Frequently Asked Questions

What are dying languages?
Dying languages are languages that are at risk of falling out of use entirely because they
have very few speakers left and are not being passed on to younger generations.

Why do languages become endangered or die out?
Languages become endangered or die out due to factors such as globalization, cultural
assimilation, urbanization, lack of intergenerational transmission, and dominance of major
languages in education and media.

How many languages are currently considered
endangered or dying?
According to linguistic research, approximately 40% to 50% of the world's estimated 7,000
languages are endangered, with many at risk of extinction within the next century.



What are the consequences of languages dying out?
The loss of a language results in the loss of unique cultural heritage, traditional knowledge,
history, and identity of the communities that speak it, as well as a reduction in linguistic
diversity globally.

What efforts are being made to preserve dying
languages?
Efforts to preserve dying languages include documentation projects, language revitalization
programs, education in native languages, community initiatives, and the use of technology
to create digital resources and apps.

Can technology help save dying languages?
Yes, technology can aid in saving dying languages by providing tools for documentation,
creating language learning apps, facilitating online communities, and enabling the
recording and sharing of oral traditions.

Additional Resources
1. Vanishing Voices: The Extinction of the World's Languages
This book explores the alarming rate at which languages around the globe are
disappearing. It delves into the cultural, social, and linguistic consequences of language
loss. Through case studies and expert interviews, readers gain insight into efforts to
preserve endangered languages and the challenges these initiatives face.

2. Endangered Tongues: Preserving the World's Dying Languages
Focusing on the plight of minority languages, this work highlights the stories of
communities striving to keep their native tongues alive. It examines the factors leading to
language decline, such as globalization and cultural assimilation. The author also discusses
strategies for revitalization and the role of technology in language preservation.

3. The Last Speakers: Voices of Dying Languages
This poignant collection presents firsthand accounts from the last native speakers of
various endangered languages. Through their narratives, the book captures the emotional
and cultural significance of language loss. It also reflects on the urgency of documenting
and revitalizing these languages before they disappear completely.

4. Language Death and Rebirth: Revitalization in Action
Highlighting successful language revival movements, this book offers hope amidst the crisis
of language extinction. It analyzes case studies from around the world where communities
have managed to revive or stabilize their languages. The author emphasizes the
importance of education, community involvement, and policy support in these efforts.

5. Silent Tongues: The Global Crisis of Language Extinction
This comprehensive study investigates the socio-political and economic factors contributing
to language endangerment. It discusses how dominant languages overshadow minority
tongues, leading to their gradual disappearance. The book calls for global cooperation and



awareness to address this cultural loss.

6. Echoes of the Past: Documenting Dying Languages
Focusing on the role of linguists and anthropologists, this book details the methods used to
document endangered languages. It highlights the urgency of recording these languages
through audio, video, and written materials before they vanish. Readers learn about
fieldwork challenges and the ethical considerations involved in language documentation.

7. Words at Risk: The Politics of Language Preservation
This book explores the intersection of language, identity, and politics in the context of
endangered languages. It examines government policies, language rights, and activism
aimed at protecting linguistic diversity. The author discusses how political will and
community engagement are crucial for successful language preservation.

8. Lost Languages: The Stories Behind Language Extinction
Offering a historical perspective, this book recounts the stories of languages that have
already disappeared. It investigates the causes behind their extinction and the impact on
the respective cultures. The narrative serves as a cautionary tale and a motivation for
current preservation efforts.

9. Reviving Voices: Technology and the Future of Endangered Languages
This forward-looking book assesses the potential of digital tools and platforms in saving
dying languages. It showcases innovative projects using apps, social media, and artificial
intelligence to engage younger generations. The author argues that technology can be a
powerful ally in the fight against language extinction.
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  dying languages: Endangered Languages Lenore A. Grenoble, Lindsay J. Whaley, 1998-03-26
This book provides an overview of the issues surrounding language loss. It brings together work by
theoretical linguists, field linguists, and non-linguist members of minority communities to provide an
integrated view of how language is lost, from sociological and economic as well as from linguistic
perspectives. The contributions to the volume fall into four categories. The chapters by Dorian and
Grenoble and Whaley provide an overview of language endangerment. Grinevald, England, Jacobs,
and Nora and Richard Dauenhauer describe the situation confronting threatened languages from
both a linguistic and sociological perspective. The understudied issue of what (beyond a linguistic
system) can be lost as a language ceases to be spoken is addressed by Mithun, Hale, Jocks, and
Woodbury. In the last section, Kapanga, Myers-Scotton, and Vakhtin consider the linguistic
processes which underlie language attrition.
  dying languages: Endangered Languages in the 21st Century Eda Derhemi, Christopher
Moseley, 2023-02-24 Endangered Languages in the 21st Century provides research on endangered
languages in the contemporary world, the challenges still to be faced, the work still to be done, and
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the methods and practices that have come to characterize efforts to revive and maintain
disadvantaged indigenous languages around the world. With contributions from scholars across the
field, the book brings fresh data and insights to this imperative, but still relatively young, field of
linguistics. While the studies acknowledge the threat of losing languages in an unprecedented way,
they focus on cases that show resilience and explore paths to sustainable progress. The articles are
also intended as a celebration of the 25 years’ work of the Foundation for Endangered Languages,
and as a parting gift to FEL’s founder and quarter-century chair, Nick Ostler. This book will be
informative for researchers, instructors, and specialists in the field of endangered languages. The
book can also be useful for university graduate or undergraduate students, and language activists.
The Open Access version of this book, available at www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available
under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.
  dying languages: Language Diversity Endangered Matthias Brenzinger, 2008-08-22 This
book presents a comprehensive overview of endangered languages with a global coverage. It
features such well-known specialists as Michael Krauss, Willem F. H. Adelaar, Denny Moore, Colette
Grinevald, Akira Yamamoto, Roger Blench, Bruce Connell, Tapani Salminen, Olga Kazakevich,
Aleksandr Kibrik, Jonathan Owens, David Bradley, George van Driem, Nicholas Evans, Stephen A.
Wurm, Darrell Tryon and Matthias Brenzinger. The contributions are unique in analysing the
present extent and the various kinds of language endangerment by applying shared general
indicators for the assessment of language endangerment. Apart from presenting the specific
situations of language endangerment at the sub-continental level, the volume discusses major issues
that bear universally on language endangerment. The actual study of endangered languages is
carefully examined, for example, against the ethics and pragmatics of fieldwork. Practical aspects of
community involvement in language documentation are discussed, such as the setting up of local
archives and the training of local linguists. Numerous case studies illustrate different language shift
environments with specific replacing factors, such as colonial and religious conquests, migrations
and governmental language education. The book is of interest to students and scholars of linguistics
with particularfocus on endangered languages (and their documentation), typology, and
sociolinguistics as well as to anthropologists and language activists.
  dying languages: Endangered Languages Sarah G. Thomason, 2015-04-23 Most of the 7,000
languages spoken in the world today will vanish before the end of this century, taking with them
cultural traditions from all over the world, as well as linguistic structures that would have improved
our understanding of the universality and variability of human language. This book is an accessible
introduction to the topic of language endangerment, answering questions such as: what is it? How
and why does it happen? Why should we care? The book outlines the various causes of language
endangerment, explaining what makes a language 'safe', and highlighting the danger signs that
threaten a minority language. Readers will learn about the consequences of losing a language, both
for its former speech community and for our understanding of human language. Illustrated with case
studies, it describes the various methods of documenting endangered languages, and shows how
they can be revitalised.
  dying languages: Dying Words Nicholas Evans, 2009-05-04 The next century will see more than
half of the world’s 6,000 languages become extinct, and most of these will disappear without being
adequately recorded. Written by one of the leading figures in language documentation, this
fascinating book explores what humanity stands to lose as a result. Explores the unique philosophy,
knowledge, and cultural assumptions of languages, and their impact on our collective intellectual
heritage Questions why such linguistic diversity exists in the first place, and how can we can best
respond to the challenge of recording and documenting these fragile oral traditions while they are
still with us Written by one of the leading figures in language documentation, and draws on a wealth
of vivid examples from his own field experience Brings conceptual issues vividly to life by weaving in
portraits of individual ‘last speakers’ and anecdotes about linguists and their discoveries
  dying languages: The Last Speakers K. David Harrison, 2010-09-21 Part travelogue and part
scientist's notebook, The Last Speakers is the poignant chronicle of author K. David Harrison's



expeditions around the world to meet with last speakers of vanishing languages. The speakers'
eloquent reflections and candid photographs reveal little-known lifeways as well as revitalization
efforts to teach disappearing languages to younger generations. Thought-provoking and engaging,
this unique book illuminates the global language-extinction crisis through photos, graphics,
interviews, traditional wisdom never before translated into English, and first-person essays that
thrillingly convey the adventure of science and exploration.
  dying languages: Encyclopedia of the World's Endangered Languages Christopher Moseley,
2008-03-10 The concern for the fast-disappearing language stocks of the world has arisen
particularly in the past decade, as a result of the impact of globalization. This book appears as an
answer to a felt need: to catalogue and describe those languages, making up the vast majority of the
world's six thousand or more distinct tongues, which are in danger of disappearing within the next
few decades. Endangerment is a complex issue, and the reasons why so many of the world's smaller,
less empowered languages are not being passed on to future generations today are discussed in the
book's introduction. The introduction is followed by regional sections, each authored by a notable
specialist, combining to provide a comprehensive listing of every language which, by the criteria of
endangerment set out in the introduction, is likely to disappear within the next few decades. These
languages make up ninety per cent of the world's remaining language stocks. Each regional section
comprises an introduction that deals with problems of language preservation peculiar to the area,
surveys of known extinct languages, and problems of classification. The introduction is followed by a
list of all known languages within the region, endangered or not, arranged by genetic affiliation,
with endangered and extinct languages marked. This listing is followed by entries in alphabetical
order covering each language listed as endangered. Useful maps are provided to pinpoint the more
complex clusters of smaller languages in every region of the world. The Encyclopedia therefore
provides in a single resource: expert analysis of the current language policy situation in every
multilingual country and on every continent, detailed descriptions of little-known languages from all
over the world, and clear alphabetical entries, region by region, of all the world's languages
currently thought to be in danger of extinction. The Encyclopedia of the World’s Endangered
Languages will be a necessary addition to all academic linguistics collections and will be a useful
resource for a range of readers with an interest in development studies, cultural heritage and
international affairs.
  dying languages: The Cambridge Handbook of Endangered Languages Peter K. Austin,
Julia Sallabank, 2011-03-24 It is generally agreed that about 7,000 languages are spoken across the
world today and at least half may no longer be spoken by the end of this century. This
state-of-the-art Handbook examines the reasons behind this dramatic loss of linguistic diversity, why
it matters, and what can be done to document and support endangered languages. The volume is
relevant not only to researchers in language endangerment, language shift and language death, but
to anyone interested in the languages and cultures of the world. It is accessible both to specialists
and non-specialists: researchers will find cutting-edge contributions from acknowledged experts in
their fields, while students, activists and other interested readers will find a wealth of readable yet
thorough and up-to-date information.
  dying languages: Language Death David Crystal, 2002-04-29 The rapid endangerment and
death of many minority languages across the world is a matter of widespread concern, not only
among linguists and anthropologists but among all concerned with issues of cultural identity in an
increasingly globalized culture. By some counts, only 600 of the 6,000 or so languages in the world
are 'safe' from the threat of extinction. A leading commentator and popular writer on language
issues, David Crystal asks the fundamental question, 'Why is language death so important?', reviews
the reasons for the current crisis, and investigates what is being done to reduce its impact. This
2002 book contains not only intelligent argument, but moving descriptions of the decline and demise
of particular languages, and practical advice for anyone interested in pursuing the subject further.
  dying languages: The Oxford Handbook of Endangered Languages Kenneth L. Rehg, Lyle
Campbell, 2018-07-18 The endangered languages crisis is widely acknowledged among scholars who



deal with languages and indigenous peoples as one of the most pressing problems facing humanity,
posing moral, practical, and scientific issues of enormous proportions. Simply put, no area of the
world is immune from language endangerment. The Oxford Handbook of Endangered Languages, in
39 chapters, provides a comprehensive overview of the efforts that are being undertaken to deal
with this crisis. A comprehensive reference reflecting the breadth of the field, the Handbook
presents in detail both the range of thinking about language endangerment and the variety of
responses to it, and broadens understanding of language endangerment, language documentation,
and language revitalization, encouraging further research. The Handbook is organized into five
parts. Part 1, Endangered Languages, addresses the fundamental issues that are essential to
understanding the nature of the endangered languages crisis. Part 2, Language Documentation,
provides an overview of the issues and activities of concern to linguists and others in their efforts to
record and document endangered languages. Part 3, Language Revitalization, includes approaches,
practices, and strategies for revitalizing endangered and sleeping (dormant) languages. Part 4,
Endangered Languages and Biocultural Diversity, extends the discussion of language endangerment
beyond its conventional boundaries to consider the interrelationship of language, culture, and
environment, and the common forces that now threaten the sustainability of their diversity. Part 5,
Looking to the Future, addresses a variety of topics that are certain to be of consequence in future
efforts to document and revitalize endangered languages.
  dying languages: One Thousand Languages Peter Austin, 2008 Presents an overview of the
living, endangered, and extinct languages of the world, providing the total number of speakers of the
language, its history, and maps of the geographic areas where it is presently spoken or where it was
spoken in the past.
  dying languages: Revitalizing Endangered Languages Justyna Olko, Julia Sallabank,
2021-04-29 Of the approximately 7,000 languages in the world, at least half may no longer be
spoken by the end of the twenty-first century. Languages are endangered by a number of factors,
including globalization, education policies, and the political, economic and cultural marginalization
of minority groups. This guidebook provides ideas and strategies, as well as some background, to
help with the effective revitalization of endangered languages. It covers a broad scope of themes
including effective planning, benefits, wellbeing, economic aspects, attitudes and ideologies. The
chapter authors have hands-on experience of language revitalization in many countries around the
world, and each chapter includes a wealth of examples, such as case studies from specific languages
and language areas. Clearly and accessibly written, it is suitable for non-specialists as well as
academic researchers and students interested in language revitalization. This book is also available
as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
  dying languages: When Languages Die : The Extinction of the World's Languages and
the Erosion of Human Knowledge K. David Harrison Assistant Professor of Linguistics
Swarthmore College, 2007-02-01 It is commonly agreed by linguists and anthropologists that the
majority of languages spoken now around the globe will likely disappear within our lifetime. The
phenomenon known as language death has started to accelerate as the world has grown smaller.
This extinction of languages, and the knowledge therein, has no parallel in human history. K. David
Harrison's book is the first to focus on the essential question, what is lost when a language dies?
What forms of knowledge are embedded in a language's structure and vocabulary? And how harmful
is it to humanity that such knowledge is lost forever? Harrison spans the globe from Siberia, to
North America, to the Himalayas and elsewhere, to look at the human knowledge that is slowly
being lost as the languages that express it fade from sight. He uses fascinating anecdotes and
portraits of some of these languages' last remaining speakers, in order to demonstrate that this
knowledge about ourselves and the world is inherently precious and once gone, will be lost forever.
This knowledge is not only our cultural heritage (oral histories, poetry, stories, etc.) but very useful
knowledge about plants, animals, the seasons, and other aspects of the natural world--not to mention
our understanding of the capacities of the human mind. Harrison's book is a testament not only to
the pressing issue of language death, but to the remarkable span of human knowledge and



ingenuity. It will fascinate linguists, anthropologists, and general readers.
  dying languages: Language Endangerment is an Important Issue Corinna Colette
Vellnagel, 2011-07-11 Essay from the year 2011 in the subject Speech Science / Linguistics, grade:
Excellent, The University of Surrey, language: English, abstract: ‘Tarn palkö enim ab uo tundö’ –
Only a handful of people are still able to understand these Livonian words (Viitso: 1990). Reasons
why languages such as Livonian are becoming extinct are manifold and the estimated 7000
languages which “are being spoken around the world” (Colls: 2009, p. 1) are expected to rapidly
shrink in the upcoming decades. It is obvious that language extinction and language death have
reached an exceptional level in recent years and that the forecast for a striking percentage of the
world’s dying languages is very high (Hale et al.: 1992). An untold number of languages has already
died and the “disappearance of languages continues” (Wurm: 1991, p. 1) constantly. One reason for
this loss is the fact that “more and more people switch to one of the dominant languages, especially
English, and” (Deterding: 2004, p. 27) in consequence miss out on transmitting their endangered
indigenous language to their descendents (Crystal: 2000). The problem of language death has only
been discovered in the late 1980's and it is assumed that within this century 50% of the currently
spoken languages will become extinct and that another 40% will be endangered so that their
extinction is no longer ne avoidable – but only if this trend continues (Krauss: 1992). Although, this
estimation might sound very pessimistic it is obvious that a drastic reduction of language diversity is
on its way. In these premises, thoughts about how to countervail the reduction of diversity have
come up within the last couple of years (Hale et al.: 1992; Bobaljik et al.; 1996; Grenoble and
Whaley: 1998) with one possibility being to respond to the dying of languages by extensively
documenting endangered languages before they actually become extinct. Considering the extent and
the speed in which languages die out the task to document is particularly imperative.
  dying languages: Endangered Languages Robert Henry Robins, E. M. Uhlenbeck, 1991
  dying languages: Language Endangerment David Bradley, Maya Bradley, 2019-11-21
Investigates the endangerment of languages and the loss of traditional cultural diversity, and how to
respond.
  dying languages: Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger of Disappearing UNESCO, Wurm,
Stephen Adolphe, Heyward, Ian, 2001-07-17 Close to half of the 6,000 languges spoken in the world
are doomed or likely to disappear in the foreseeable future. The disappearance of any language is an
irreparable loss for the heritage of all humankind. This new edition of the Atlas, first published in
1996, is intended to give a graphic picture of the magnitude of the problem and a comprehensive list
of languages in danger.
  dying languages: Endangered Languages Evangelia Adamou, 2024-08-06 A concise, accessible
introduction to language endangerment and why it is one of the most urgent challenges of our times.
58% of the world’s languages—or, approximately 4,000 languages—are endangered. When we break
this figure down, we realize that roughly ten percent of languages have fewer than ten language
keepers. And, if one language stops being used every three months, this means that in the next 100
years, if we do nothing, 400 more languages will become dormant. In Endangered Languages,
Evangelia Adamou, a specialist of endangered languages and a learner of her own community
language, Nashta, offers a sobering look at language endangerment and what is truly lost when a
language disappears from usage. Combining recent advances from the Western scientific
tradition—from the fields of linguistics, psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, language attrition,
population genetics, and natural language processing—and insights from Indigenous epistemology,
theory, and ethics, Adamou examines a wealth of issues surrounding endangered languages. She
discusses where endangered languages are found, including how they are faring in a digital world,
why these languages are no longer used, and how communities can reclaim languages and keep
them strong. Adamou also explains the impact of language continuity on community and individual
health and well-being, the importance of language transmission in cultural transmission, and why
language rights are essentially human rights. Drawing on varied examples from the Wampanoag
Nation to Wales, Endangered Languages offers a powerful reminder of the crucial role every



language has in the vitality and well-being of individuals, communities, and our world.
  dying languages: Language Endangerment Is an Important Issue Corinna Colette
Vellnagel, 2011-07 Essay from the year 2011 in the subject Speech Science / Linguistics, grade:
Excellent, The University of Surrey, language: English, abstract: 'Tarn palk enim ab uo tund ' - Only
a handful of people are still able to understand these Livonian words (Viitso: 1990). Reasons why
languages such as Livonian are becoming extinct are manifold and the estimated 7000 languages
which are being spoken around the world (Colls: 2009, p. 1) are expected to rapidly shrink in the
upcoming decades. It is obvious that language extinction and language death have reached an
exceptional level in recent years and that the forecast for a striking percentage of the world's dying
languages is very high (Hale et al.: 1992). An untold number of languages has already died and the
disappearance of languages continues (Wurm: 1991, p. 1) constantly. One reason for this loss is the
fact that more and more people switch to one of the dominant languages, especially English, and
(Deterding: 2004, p. 27) in consequence miss out on transmitting their endangered indigenous
language to their descendents (Crystal: 2000). The problem of language death has only been
discovered in the late 1980's and it is assumed that within this century 50% of the currently spoken
languages will become extinct and that another 40% will be endangered so that their extinction is no
longer ne avoidable - but only if this trend continues (Krauss: 1992). Although, this estimation might
sound very pessimistic it is obvious that a drastic reduction of language diversity is on its way. In
these premises, thoughts about how to countervail the reduction of diversity have come up within
the last couple of years (Hale et al.: 1992; Bobaljik et al.; 1996; Grenoble and Whaley: 1998) with
one possibility being to respond to the dying of languages by extensively documenting endangered
languages before they actually become extinct. Considering the extent and the speed in which
languages die out the task to document is particularly i
  dying languages: Language Decline and Death in Africa Herman Batibo, 2005-01-01 The
aim of this book is to inform both scholars and the public about the nature and extent of the problem
of language decline and death in Africa. It resourcefully traces the main causes and circumstances of
language endangerment, the processes and extent of language shift and death, and the
consequences of language loss to the continent's rich linguistic and cultural heritage. The book
outlines some of the challenges that have emerged out of the situation.
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