
edith stein the feminine spirit

edith stein the feminine spirit represents a profound exploration of womanhood through the lens
of one of the most influential philosophers and mystics of the 20th century. Edith Stein, also known
as Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, combined her deep philosophical insights with her personal
faith journey to articulate the unique nature of the feminine spirit. This article delves into her life,
her philosophical contributions, and how she understood the essence of femininity. It examines her
writings on the dignity and vocation of women, her spiritual legacy, and how her ideas continue to
resonate in contemporary discussions about gender and spirituality. Through this exploration,
readers gain an understanding of how Edith Stein’s vision enriches the dialogue on the feminine
spirit in both philosophical and religious contexts. The following sections will offer a comprehensive
overview of Edith Stein's life, her philosophical framework, her views on femininity, and her
enduring impact.

Life and Historical Context of Edith Stein

Philosophical Foundations of Edith Stein’s Thought

Edith Stein and the Feminine Spirit: Key Concepts

The Spiritual Legacy of Edith Stein

Contemporary Relevance of Edith Stein’s Ideas on Femininity

Life and Historical Context of Edith Stein
Edith Stein was born in 1891 in Breslau, Germany, into a Jewish family. Her early years were
marked by an intense intellectual curiosity and a dedication to philosophy. As a student of Edmund
Husserl, the founder of phenomenology, she developed a rigorous analytical approach to
understanding human consciousness. Later, Stein’s conversion to Catholicism and her entrance into
the Carmelite order marked a pivotal transformation in her life. Her experiences during the
turbulent era of World War II and the rise of Nazism deeply influenced her spirituality and writings.
Understanding the historical and biographical context of Edith Stein is essential to grasping the
depth of her reflections on the feminine spirit.

Early Intellectual Pursuits
Edith Stein’s early academic career focused on phenomenology, where she sought to understand the
structures of human experience. Her doctoral dissertation, completed in 1916, reflected her
commitment to philosophical rigor. During this time, she engaged with questions about empathy,
consciousness, and personhood, themes that would later influence her views on femininity.



Conversion and Religious Life
Stein’s conversion to Catholicism in 1922 was a turning point that intertwined her philosophical
insights with theological reflection. Joining the Discalced Carmelite order in 1934, she adopted the
religious name Teresa Benedicta of the Cross. Her religious vocation deepened her meditation on
the feminine spirit as she integrated faith and intellect in her writings.

Martyrdom and Legacy
Edith Stein’s life ended tragically in Auschwitz in 1942, where she was murdered during the
Holocaust. Her martyrdom has since been recognized by the Catholic Church, which canonized her
as a saint in 1998. This ultimate sacrifice highlights the strength and dignity that she attributed to
the feminine spirit.

Philosophical Foundations of Edith Stein’s Thought
Edith Stein’s philosophical work centers on phenomenology and the nature of personhood. Her
approach emphasizes the inward experience of the self and the relational nature of human beings.
These foundations are critical to understanding her conception of the feminine spirit as both unique
and essential in the broader human experience.

Phenomenology and Empathy
Stein extended Husserl’s phenomenology by focusing on empathy as a way to comprehend the other
person’s inner life. She argued that empathy reveals the person as a unique, irreplaceable being.
This emphasis on relationality informs her view of femininity, which she saw as inherently connected
to relational and nurturing dimensions.

The Nature of Personhood
According to Stein, personhood involves self-awareness, freedom, and the capacity for love. She
believed that every person, regardless of gender, embodies these qualities. However, she also
identified distinctive attributes within the feminine person that contribute to the fullness of human
existence.

Integration of Philosophy and Theology
Stein’s work represents a synthesis of rigorous philosophical inquiry and deep theological faith. Her
writings bridge the gap between intellectual contemplation and spiritual insight, allowing her to
articulate the feminine spirit as both a philosophical and mystical reality.



Edith Stein and the Feminine Spirit: Key Concepts
The feminine spirit, as articulated by Edith Stein, encompasses a range of qualities that highlight the
dignity, vocation, and uniqueness of women. She challenges reductive stereotypes and elevates the
feminine as a vital force within humanity.

Dignity and Vocation of Women
Stein emphasized that the dignity of women is rooted in their personhood and their relationship to
others. She explored the specific vocation of women, which includes motherhood, service, and the
nurturing of life in both physical and spiritual realms.

Complementarity of the Feminine and Masculine
Rather than advocating for equality in a purely identical sense, Stein highlighted the complementary
nature of the feminine and masculine spirits. She viewed this complementarity as essential for the
harmony and balance of human society.

Woman as a Source of Spiritual Strength
Edith Stein portrayed the feminine spirit as a source of profound spiritual strength, capable of
enduring suffering and manifesting compassion. This strength is evident in her own life story and
her theological reflections.

Key Attributes of the Feminine Spirit

Relational sensitivity and empathy

Capacity for self-giving and nurturing

Intuitive wisdom and creativity

Resilience and spiritual endurance

Commitment to community and life-giving roles

The Spiritual Legacy of Edith Stein
Edith Stein’s spiritual legacy extends beyond her philosophical writings to include her example as a
martyr and saint. Her life and teachings continue to inspire those seeking to understand the
feminine spirit in a holistic and meaningful way.



Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
Upon entering the Carmelite order, Edith Stein adopted the name Teresa Benedicta of the Cross,
reflecting her embrace of the cross as a symbol of self-sacrifice and spiritual love. Her sanctity and
martyrdom have made her a powerful symbol of faith and femininity.

Influence on Catholic Thought
Stein’s work has influenced Catholic teachings on women, encouraging recognition of the unique
contributions of women to the Church and society. Her writings have been incorporated into
discussions on the role of women in both family and ecclesial contexts.

Inspiration for Feminine Spirituality
Her life and thought provide a model for feminine spirituality that integrates intellect, faith, and
compassion. Edith Stein’s vision encourages women to embrace their identity fully and to contribute
authentically to spiritual and social life.

Contemporary Relevance of Edith Stein’s Ideas on
Femininity
In today’s cultural and philosophical landscape, Edith Stein’s reflections on the feminine spirit
remain highly relevant. Her nuanced understanding offers valuable insights into ongoing debates
about gender, identity, and spirituality.

Dialogue Between Philosophy and Feminism
Stein’s work fosters dialogue between classical philosophical traditions and modern feminist
thought. Her emphasis on the dignity and vocation of women challenges simplistic narratives and
invites deeper reflection.

Application in Modern Spirituality
Contemporary spiritual movements draw upon Stein’s integration of faith and reason to promote a
balanced approach to spirituality that honors the feminine dimension. This approach supports
holistic development and empowerment of women.

Contribution to Gender Studies
Her insights into complementarity and personhood contribute to academic discussions in gender
studies, providing a framework that respects difference without diminishing equality.



Enduring Lessons from Edith Stein

Recognition of the unique feminine contribution to human flourishing1.

Valuing empathy and relationality as core human traits2.

Integrating intellectual inquiry with spiritual depth3.

Embracing suffering as a transformative force4.

Promoting dignity and vocation beyond societal stereotypes5.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Edith Stein and why is she significant in
understanding the feminine spirit?
Edith Stein was a German Jewish philosopher who converted to Catholicism, became a Discalced
Carmelite nun, and was later canonized as Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross. She is significant in
understanding the feminine spirit because she combined deep philosophical insight with her
religious life, exploring the unique qualities and dignity of women from both a spiritual and
intellectual perspective.

What are the main themes in Edith Stein's writings about the
feminine spirit?
The main themes in Edith Stein's writings about the feminine spirit include the nature of
womanhood, the vocation of women in society and the Church, the relationship between femininity
and maternity, and the spiritual dignity inherent in being a woman. She emphasized empathy,
relationality, and the role of women as nurturers and creators of life.

How did Edith Stein's background influence her views on the
feminine spirit?
Edith Stein's background as a Jewish philosopher who converted to Catholicism and became a nun
influenced her views on the feminine spirit by blending rigorous philosophical reasoning with
Christian theology. Her experiences of cultural and religious transition deepened her understanding
of identity, vocation, and the spiritual mission of women.

What is Edith Stein’s perspective on the role of women in the
Church?
Edith Stein believed that women have a unique and vital role in the Church, particularly through
their spiritual strength, empathy, and capacity for nurturing faith within families and communities.



She saw the feminine spirit as essential to the Church’s mission, complementing the masculine and
enriching the Church’s life through service and contemplation.

How does Edith Stein define the feminine spirit in her
philosophical works?
In her philosophical works, Edith Stein defines the feminine spirit as characterized by openness to
others, relationality, and a profound capacity for empathy and self-giving. She viewed femininity not
merely as a biological category but as a spiritual and existential reality that enriches human
community and reflects divine love.

What impact did Edith Stein have on feminist theology and
spirituality?
Edith Stein had a significant impact on feminist theology and spirituality by providing a profound,
respectful articulation of the feminine spirit grounded in philosophy and theology. Her work offers a
counterpoint to secular feminist narratives by affirming the dignity and vocation of women within a
Christian framework, inspiring many contemporary theologians and spiritual writers.

Are there any key works by Edith Stein that focus on the
feminine spirit?
Yes, one of Edith Stein’s key works focusing on the feminine spirit is her essay "The Problem of
Woman" (also known as "On the Problem of Woman"), where she explores the nature and vocation of
women from a philosophical and theological perspective. This work remains influential in
discussions about gender, spirituality, and identity.

How is Edith Stein’s legacy celebrated in relation to the
feminine spirit today?
Edith Stein’s legacy is celebrated today through her recognition as a saint, her writings which
continue to inspire discussions on femininity and spirituality, and through various educational and
religious initiatives that promote her vision of the feminine spirit. Many women and scholars look to
her life and work as a model of intellectual rigor combined with deep faith and feminine strength.

Additional Resources
1. Edith Stein: The Feminine Spirit and the Quest for Holiness
This book explores Edith Stein's journey as a philosopher, Carmelite nun, and martyr. It delves into
her unique perspective on femininity, spirituality, and intellectual rigor. The author highlights how
Stein’s life and writings inspire a deeper understanding of the feminine spirit in the context of faith
and reason.

2. Edith Stein and the Feminine Soul: A Spiritual Biography
A comprehensive biography that traces Edith Stein’s transformation from a Jewish philosopher to a
Catholic saint. The narrative emphasizes her profound insights into womanhood, suffering, and
divine love. Readers gain an intimate look at how her feminine spirit shaped her theological



contributions.

3. The Feminine Spirit in Edith Stein’s Philosophy
This scholarly work focuses on Stein’s philosophical reflections about the nature of women and their
spiritual vocation. It analyzes her writings on empathy, personal identity, and the feminine as a
distinct but complementary dimension of human existence. The book offers a critical examination of
how Stein integrates philosophy and spirituality.

4. Edith Stein: Woman, Philosopher, Saint
A detailed study that presents Edith Stein’s life and work through the lens of her feminine identity. It
discusses her role as a pioneering woman in philosophy and her deep commitment to faith. The
author also addresses how Stein’s spirituality continues to influence contemporary discussions on
gender and holiness.

5. In the Light of the Feminine: Edith Stein’s Spiritual Legacy
This collection of essays highlights various aspects of Edith Stein’s spiritual teachings related to the
feminine essence. Contributors explore themes such as maternal love, self-sacrifice, and feminine
intuition within Stein’s theological framework. The book serves as a resource for those interested in
spirituality and gender studies.

6. Edith Stein and the Mystery of the Feminine
An exploration of the mystical dimensions of Edith Stein’s understanding of womanhood. The author
examines Stein’s meditations on the feminine as a pathway to experiencing God’s presence. The
book blends biographical elements with theological reflection, making it accessible to both scholars
and general readers.

7. The Feminine Spirit in the Writings of Edith Stein
This volume offers a comprehensive analysis of Stein’s major works, focusing on her portrayal of the
feminine spirit. It discusses how Stein integrates philosophical, psychological, and spiritual insights
to articulate a vision of womanhood. The book is ideal for readers interested in the intersection of
gender and spirituality.

8. Edith Stein: A Woman’s Journey to the Divine
Focusing on Edith Stein’s personal and spiritual journey, this book traces her search for meaning
amidst cultural and religious challenges. It highlights her feminine sensitivity and strength as key
elements in her path to sanctity. The narrative inspires readers to reflect on the role of women in
spiritual history.

9. Embodying the Feminine: Edith Stein’s Contribution to Christian Thought
This book examines how Edith Stein’s insights into the feminine contribute to broader Christian
theology. It discusses her influence on concepts of incarnation, relationality, and the role of women
in the Church. The author argues that Stein’s feminine spirit enriches contemporary theological
discourse.

Edith Stein The Feminine Spirit
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  edith stein the feminine spirit: Unlocking the Feminine Genius with Edith Stein Alexandra
Cathey, MTh, 2017-06-22 Women have a great mission in the world. They are called to maternally
embrace and heal humanity through spiritual motherhood. This book looks at why and how women
need to prepare their hearts for this great mission through emotional formation. John Paul II's Letter
to Women and Edith Stein's Essays on Women teach us about the need for the feminine genius to
transform family and society into a civilization of love and a culture of life. Immerse yourself in the
wisdom of these two great Saints and learn how to unlock the beauty and power of your feminine
genius. For more info go to alexandrarcathey.com
  edith stein the feminine spirit: Essays on Woman Edith Stein, 1996 With reason Edith Stein
has been called 'the most significant German woman of this century'. Her writings on woman are the
fruit of both reflection and debate with other leaders of the Catholic feminist movement in
German-speaking countries between the World Wars. ..... [from back cover]
  edith stein the feminine spirit: The Personalism of Edith Stein Robert McNamara, 2023-11-24
Outgrowth of the author's thesis (doctoral)--Liverpool Hope University, 2018, under the title: Edith
Stein's engagement with the thought of Thomas Aquinas in her mature philosophy of the human
person.
  edith stein the feminine spirit: Edith Stein Essays on Woman Edith Stein, 2012-10-30 To
help celebrate the fourth centenary of the birth of St. John of the Cross in 1542, Edith Stein received
the task of preparing a study of his writings. She uses her skill as a philosopher to enter into an
illuminating reflection on the difference between the two symbols of cross and night. Pointing out
how entering the night is synonymous with carrying the cross, she provides a condensed
presentation of John's thought on the active and passive nights, as discussed in The Ascent of Mount
Carmel and The Dark Night. All of this leads Edith to speak of the glory of resurrection that the soul
shares, through a unitive contemplation described chiefly in The Living Flame of Love. In the
summer of 1942, the Nazis without warrant took Edith away. The nuns found the manuscript of this
profound study lying open in her room. Because of the Nazis' merciless persecution of Jews in
Germany, Edith Stein traveled discreetly across the border into Holland to find safe harbor in the
Carmel of Echt. But the Nazi invasion of Holland in 1940 again put Edith in danger. The cross
weighed down heavily as those of Jewish birth were harassed. Sr. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross's
superiors then assigned her a task they thought would take her mind off the threatening situation.
The fourth centenary of the birth, of St. John of the Cross (1542) was approaching, and Edith could
surely contribute a valuable study for the celebration. It is no surprise that in view of her
circumstances she discovered in the subject of the cross a central viewpoint for her study. A subject
like this enabled her to grasp John's unity of being as expressed in his life and works. Using her
training in phenomenology, she helps the reader apprehend the difference in the symbolic character
of cross and night and why the night-symbol prevails in John. She clarifies that detachment is
designated by him as a night through which the soul must pass to reach union with God and points
out how entering the night is equivalent to carrying the cross. Finally, in a fascinating way Edith
speaks of how the heart or fountainhead of personal life, an inmost region, is present in both God
and the soul and that in the spiritual marriage this inmost region is surrendered by each to the
other. She observes that in the soul seized by God in contemplation all that is mortal is consumed in
the fire of eternal love. The spirit as spirit is destined for immortal being, to move through fire along
a path from the cross of Christ to the glory of his resurrection. Book includes two photos and fully
linked index.
  edith stein the feminine spirit: Edith Stein Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda, 2017 In the wake of
World War I when neither Jews nor women were widely accepted in academia, Edith Stein rose to
prominence as a leading intellectual in Germany. She was a passionate and brilliant philosopher who
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lived and thrived in the intellectual university community of Germany. She was also a young Jewish
woman who shocked her intellectual community when she fell in love with Jesus Christ and became
a Roman Catholic. More shocking still, eleven years later, Edith entered the cloistered Carmelite
order to follow a life of mystic and contemplative prayer in the cloister under the name Teresa
Benedicta of the Cross. Edith Stein’s surrender to grace is all the more visible because of the dark
night that enveloped the period of history in which she lived and died — years when millions of men
and women, including Edith Stein herself, were systematically murdered by the Nazi regime in the
name of diligent ethnic cleansing. Today, as the meaning of feminism is lost in a world of relativism,
Edith Stein provides a model for a true feminist woman who authentically integrates faith, family,
and work. In these pages, award-winning journalist Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda brings new light to this
complex woman, her culture, and the pivotal period of history in which she lived and died. More than
a biography, these pages paint a multifaceted portrait of Edith Stein as seen by scholars, friends,
and relatives – and by Catholics and Jews alike. You’ll gain new insights into the complex aspects of
her life and death, as well as the impact of her character and personality on those who knew her.
But most of all, you will enter into the interior life of this woman of Jewish descent who transformed
her entire life because of her encounter with Jesus Christ, an encounter that led her from the depths
of atheism to the heights of sainthood.
  edith stein the feminine spirit: Edith Stein - Woman of Prayer Joanne Mosley, 2004 Edith
Stein, canonized in 1998 and now a co-patroness of Europe, is rightly coming to be seen as one of
the most important saints for our times. The first part of this book presents the life of Edith Stein
while going behind the well known lables - Jewess, philosopher, Carmelite nun, martyr of Auschwitz -
to reveal the inner struggles of a truly inspirational person: guided in all her thoughts and actions by
a constant search for the truth and the acceptance of the will of God, even when it led to the
ultimate gift of herself. Added to these ideals which Edith lived out in the challenge of everyday
reality, are the ideal figures whom she kept ever before her eyes; Edith's love of Jesus and Mary, Old
Testament characters and modern-day saints forms the second part of this book which draws upon
her writings on prayer, some of which are not yet published. This book presents Edith Stein to the
readers as a companion in the Christian life - one who found her courage and fulfilment through
daily contact with God in prayer and in this way was able, in Edith's own words, to 'go to the world
in order to carry the divine life into it'. Joanne Mosley has written and lectured widely on Edith Stein
for a number of years. She is an assistant editor of Mount Carmel, the spiritual review published by
the Teresian Carmelites, and gives retreats on the spirituality and saints of Carmel.
  edith stein the feminine spirit: Edith Stein’s An Investigation Concerning the State: Sociality,
Nationhood, Ethics Eva Reyes-Gacitúa, Antonio Calcagno, 2020-02-24 This book explores Edith
Stein's phenomenology of the state. It features chapters on the application of Stein’s political
philosophy to real issues and questions affecting nations today. The contributors also situate Stein’s
political theory within her larger philosophical corpus. The collection examines An Investigation
Concerning the State from various angles. Scholars first consider some of the direct claims Stein
makes about social and political ontology. They mine her work for its implications for and
applications to contemporary debates. Then, the contributors position her work in relation to other
figures in phenomenology, including Edmund Husserl and Max Scheler. Finally, Stein’s views are
brought to bear on other disciplines, including feminism, theology, and literature. The contributors
also use her theory of the state to address various contemporary issues, including bioethics and
rights, globalization, as well as social and political inequality. The view of the state that emerges has
implications for how we do politics and make ethical decisions. Moreover, Stein's work has an
impact on our views of sociality (as opposed to the sociality of contractarian views of the state),
pedagogy, women, theories of justice and law, as well as social psychology and religion. This volume
helps readers better understand this vital voice in political philosophy and appeals to students,
professors, and researchers working in the field.
  edith stein the feminine spirit: Listening to Edith Stein: Wisdom for a New Century
Kathleen Haney, 2018-05-07 In addition to exploring and dialoging with others in the history of



philosophy as well as her contemporaries, Edith Stein—Teresa Benedicta of the Cross— (1891-1942)
has added her own voice to some of the fundamental questions that have been taken up by great
minds over the centuries, from Aristotle to Aquinas and beyond. Stein did not simply bring together
the work of the various great philosophers and theologians; rather, she delved into their work after
having first wrestled with the topics themselves. These fifteen essays by leading international Stein
scholars demonstrate the breadth and depth Stein’s writings offer: a wide terrain for scholarly
exploration as well as for the general reader seeking to glean St. Edith Stein’s wisdom on prayer,
renewal and feminism. This newest Carmelite Studies volume offers a unique opportunity to “listen”
to the voice and wisdom of this 20th century philosopher, convert, Carmelite and martyr. Includes a
comprehensive index, a complete list of all editions of Edith Stein’s works in both German and
English, and biographical sketches of the contributors.
  edith stein the feminine spirit: Edith Stein: Women, Social-Political Philosophy,
Theology, Metaphysics and Public History Antonio Calcagno, 2015-11-11 This volume explores
the work and thought of Edith Stein (1891–1942). It discusses in detail, and from new perspectives,
the traditional areas of her thinking, including her ideas about women/feminism, theology, and
metaphysics. In addition, it introduces readers to new and/or understudied areas of her thought,
including her views on history, and her social and political philosophy. The guiding thread that
connects all the essays in this book is the emphasis on new approaches and novel applications of her
philosophy. The contributions both extend the interdisciplinary implications of Stein’s thinking for
our contemporary world and apply her insights to questions of theatre, public history and
biographical representation, education, politics, autism, theological debates, feminism, sexuality
studies and literature. The volume brings together for the first time leading scholars in five
language-groups, including English, German, Italian, French and Spanish-speaking authors, thereby
reflecting an international and cosmopolitan approach to Stein studies.
  edith stein the feminine spirit: Edith Stein Joanne Mosley, 2006 The first part of this book
presents the life of Edith Stein while going behind the well known labels--Jewess, philosopher,
Carmelite nun, martyr of Auschwitz--to reveal the inner struggles of a truly inspirational person. She
was guided in all her thoughts and actions by a constant search for the truth and the acceptance of
the will of God, even when it led to the ultimate gift of herself. Added to these ideals, which Edith
lived out in the challenge of everyday reality, are the ideal figures whom she kept ever before her
eyes; Edith's love of Jesus and Mary, Old Testament characters and modern-day saints forms the
second part of this book which draws upon her writings on prayer, some of which are not yet
available in English. These chapters open up her insights into Scripture and the Eucharist, the
Church's rich spiritual heritage, and the silent, inner presence of God. Edith Stein: modern saint and
martyr presents its subject to readers as a companion in the Christian life--one who found her
courage and fulfillment through daily contact with God in prayer and in this way was able, in Edith's
own words, to go to the world in order to carry the divine life into it. The book should appeal to the
general Christian and Catholic reader, religious and lay alike, and in particular to those with an
interest in Edith Stein, saints for our times, Carmelite spirituality, the Holocaust, and
Christian-Jewish relations. +
  edith stein the feminine spirit: The Feminine Genius of Catholic Theology Matthew
Levering, 2012-09-27 A unique introduction to Catholic theology based on the thought and work of
the greatwomen theologians of the Church.
  edith stein the feminine spirit: The Concept of Woman Prudence Allen, 2024-06-20 A
comprehensive account of the concept of woman in Western thought, from ancient Greece, through
the Middle Ages, to today In her sweeping, three-volume study, Sister Prudence Allen examined how
women and men have been defined in relation to one another scientifically, philosophically, and
theologically. Now synthesized for students, The Concept of Woman is the ideal textbook for classes
on gender in Catholic thought. Allen surveys Greek philosophers, medieval saints, and modern
thinkers to trace the development of integral gender complementarity. This doctrine—a living idea
according to the criteria of John Henry Newman—affirms the equal dignity of men and women and



the synergetic relationship between them. Allen pays special attention to John Paul II’s contributions
to this holistic idea of gender. Readers will gain valuable context for current debates over
womanhood and come to a greater appreciation of human personhood.
  edith stein the feminine spirit: The Collected Works of Edith Stein, Sister Teresa Benedicta of
the Cross, Discalced Carmelite Edith Stein, 1986
  edith stein the feminine spirit: Edith Stein Saint Edith Stein, 2002 Be patient with yourself;
God is.--Edith Stein The discerning spiritual reader will find gems here on divine providence,
surrendering to God as the ultimate liberation, and concern for others. --Spirituality and Health
Edith Stein (1891-1942), canonized by Pope John Paul II in 1998, was one of the most intriguing
Catholics of the twentieth century. A Jewish convert, an eminent philosopher, educator, and
advocate for women, she became a Discalced Carmelite nun, Sister Teresa Benedicta of the Cross.
Arrested by the Nazis she died in Auschwitz in 1942. This volume highlights the extraordinary
features of her spirituality for general readers - a vision that integrated her philosophical training,
her affinity for Carmelite mysticism, and her personal identification with the way of the Cross. Edith
Stein provides a wonderful introduction to an extraordinary mind.
  edith stein the feminine spirit: The Flowering of the Soul Lucinda Vardey, 2002 A unique
collection of one thousand prayers by women from ancient times to the present day Shall we keep
silent, or shall we speak? And if we speak what shall we say? These questions of Dorothy Day's have
rung in the ears of spiritual women for centuries. Silence has been the usual response, precipitated
often by doubts, fears, and isolation. Now, in The Flowering of the Soul, Lucinda Vardey traces the
voices of all those women who have used the written word to share their experience of God. In this
remarkable collection, the prayers of more than two hundred women from thirteen different
religions and many diverse cultures have been gathered together for the first time. Sun Bu-er,
Sappho, Julian of Norwich, Christina Rossetti, Emily Dickinson, Annie Dillard, Marcia Falk, Marion
Woodman--these are just some of the women whose prayers are showcased here. In addition to the
prayers, Vardey provides a compelling introduction to women's thought on prayer. Weaving together
the teachings of such spiritual figures as St. Teresa of Avila and Hildegard of Bingen with the ideas
of writers like Simone Weil and Patricia Hampl, Vardey maps out a unique history of women's
teachings on prayer. The Flowering of the Soul provides all women who pray, or who want to pray,
with a collective feminine spiritual wisdom that can be drawn on and shared. Women, of whatever
background, will find comfort and common ground in these pages. All women will find peace, solace,
and joy here. --Christiane Northrup, M.D., author of Women's Bodies, Women's Wisdom Remarkable
. . . brimming with compassion, common sense, and grace. --Spiritual Book News
  edith stein the feminine spirit: Women and Men in Ministry Robert Saucy, Judith
TenElshof, 2001-05-01 The role of women in the church is a debate that has raged within the church
for much of the twentieth century. On one side are those who say there is no difference between
men and women. On the other side are those who severely limit women who want to offer ministry to
the church. Judith TenElshof and Robert Saucy take the middle approach. Believing that the modern
views have denied the distinctions between men and women, the authors adopt a view called
complementarianism. TenElshof and Saucy argue that while men and women are equal, God has
given different roles to each and that these roles rely on each other to be fully effective.
  edith stein the feminine spirit: Contemplating Woman in the Philosophy of Edith Stein
Maybelle Marie O. Padua, 2007
  edith stein the feminine spirit: The Concept of Woman, Volume 3 Prudence Allen,
2017-01-05 The culmination of a lifetime's scholarly work, this pioneering study by Sister Prudence
Allen traces the concept of woman in relation to man in Western thought from ancient times to the
present. In her third and final volume Allen covers the years 1500–2015, continuing her
chronological approach to individual authors and also offering systematic arguments to defend
certain philosophical positions over against others. Building on her work from Volumes I and II,
Allen draws on four communities of discourse—Academic, Humanist, Religious, and Satirical—as she
traces several recurring strands of sex and gender identity from the Renaissance to the present.



Now complete, Allen's magisterial study is a valuable resource for scholars and students in the fields
of women's studies, philosophy, history, theology, literary studies, and political science.
  edith stein the feminine spirit: The Concept of Woman, v3 Allen, 1997 The culmination of a
lifetime's scholarly work, this pioneering study by Sister Prudence Allen traces the concept of
woman in relation to man in Western thought from ancient times to the present. Volume I uncovers
four general categories of questions asked by philosophers for two thousand years. These are the
categories of opposites, of generation, of wisdom, and of virtue. Sister Prudence Allen traces several
recurring strands of sexual and gender identity within this period. Ultimately, she shows the
paradoxical influence of Aristotle on the question of woman and on a philosophical understanding of
sexual coomplemenarity. Supplemented throughout with helpful charts, diagrams, and illustrations,
this volume will be an important resource for scholars and students in the fields of women's studies,
philosophy, history, theology, literary studies, and political science. In Volume 2, Sister Prudence
Allen explores claims about sex and gender identity in the works of over fifty philosophers (both men
and women) in the late medieval and early Renaissance periods. Touching on the thought of every
philosopher who considered sex or gender identity between A.D. 1250 and 1500, The Concept of
Woman provides the analytical categories necessary for situating contemporary discussion of women
in relation to men. Adding to the accessibility of this fine discussion are informative illustrations,
helpful summary charts, and extracts of original source material (some not previously available in
English). In her third and final volume Allen covers the years 1500--2015, continuing her
chronological approach to individual authors and also offering systematic arguments to defend
certain philosophical positions over against others.
  edith stein the feminine spirit: The Life and Thought of St. Edith Stein Freda Mary Oben,
2001 Canonized by Pope John Paul II on October 11, 1998, Edith Stein was named one of the
co-patrons of Europe in 1999. This book will introduce the reader to the life and thought of this truly
extraordinary woman.
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