
examples of metaphors

examples of metaphors are essential tools in language that enrich
communication by creating vivid imagery and deeper meaning. Metaphors allow
speakers and writers to express ideas in a way that connects abstract
concepts to familiar experiences, making the message more engaging and
memorable. This article explores various examples of metaphors, illustrating
their use in everyday language, literature, and professional writing.
Understanding different types of metaphors and their functions enhances
comprehension and appreciation of language arts. Additionally, the discussion
includes how metaphors compare to similes and other figurative devices,
providing clarity on their unique features. Readers will find a comprehensive
overview of metaphor examples categorized by context and style. The article
concludes by highlighting the impact of metaphors on effective communication
and creative expression.

Definition and Importance of Metaphors

Common Examples of Metaphors in Everyday Language

Examples of Metaphors in Literature

Types of Metaphors with Examples

Metaphors in Professional and Business Communication

How to Identify and Use Metaphors Effectively

Definition and Importance of Metaphors
A metaphor is a figure of speech that directly compares one thing to another
without using words such as "like" or "as," which are typical in similes.
This direct comparison helps convey complex or abstract ideas in a more
tangible and relatable manner. The importance of metaphors lies in their
ability to evoke emotions, clarify concepts, and enhance storytelling by
adding depth and creativity. Metaphors are pervasive across languages and
cultures, often shaping how individuals perceive and interpret the world
around them.

Common Examples of Metaphors in Everyday



Language
Metaphors are not confined to poetry or literature; they are widely used in
everyday conversations and expressions. These common metaphors help people
communicate feelings and ideas succinctly and powerfully. Recognizing these
familiar metaphors can improve language skills and understanding of nuanced
meanings.

Everyday Metaphoric Expressions
Many metaphors have become idiomatic, meaning their metaphorical meaning is
understood beyond the literal sense. Examples include:

Time is money. This metaphor equates time to a valuable resource,
emphasizing its importance.

He has a heart of stone. This phrase suggests emotional coldness or
unfeeling nature.

The world is a stage. This metaphor likens life to a theatrical
performance, highlighting roles and scripts people follow.

She has a bright mind. Here, brightness metaphorically represents
intelligence or creativity.

His words cut deeper than a knife. This metaphor illustrates the
emotional impact of speech.

Examples of Metaphors in Literature
Literature is a rich domain for metaphorical language, where writers use
metaphors to create vivid imagery and convey complex themes. Analyzing
literary metaphors provides insight into how authors evoke emotion and
meaning.

Classic Literary Metaphors
Numerous literary works contain iconic metaphors that have stood the test of
time. Some notable examples include:

“All the world’s a stage” from William Shakespeare’s As You Like It,
which compares life to a theatrical play with various acts and roles.

“Hope is the thing with feathers” from Emily Dickinson’s poem, where
hope is metaphorically depicted as a bird.



“The fog comes on little cat feet” by Carl Sandburg, using the metaphor
of a cat to describe the silent movement of fog.

“I am the good shepherd” from biblical texts, where a leader is compared
to a shepherd guiding their flock.

“Life is a journey” frequently used in literature to symbolize growth,
challenges, and progress.

Types of Metaphors with Examples
Metaphors vary by form and function. Understanding different types helps in
identifying and applying the appropriate metaphor in communication.

Direct and Implied Metaphors
A direct metaphor explicitly states one thing is another, while an implied
metaphor suggests the comparison without directly stating it.

Direct metaphor: “The classroom was a zoo.” This directly equates the
classroom to a zoo, indicating chaos.

Implied metaphor: “He prowled the streets.” The verb “prowled” implies
the subject is like a predator without explicitly saying so.

Extended Metaphors
An extended metaphor develops the metaphorical comparison over several
sentences or an entire work, creating a detailed and sustained analogy.

Example: In Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech, the metaphor of
a “bad check” is extended to describe broken promises of equality.

Dead Metaphors
Dead metaphors are so commonly used that they have lost their original
imagery and are now understood literally.

“Foot of the bed” – the phrase no longer evokes the image of an actual
foot but simply the end part of the bed.

“Branches of government” – referring to divisions within government
without invoking a tree.



Metaphors in Professional and Business
Communication
Metaphors are powerful tools in business writing and speech, aiding in
persuasion, motivation, and clarity. They help simplify complex ideas and
foster connection with audiences.

Business Metaphor Examples
Metaphors in professional contexts often involve themes of sports, war, and
machinery. Examples include:

“Breaking the ice” – used to describe initiating conversation in a
business meeting.

“Climbing the corporate ladder” – a metaphor for career advancement.

“The bottom line” – referring to the final outcome or profit.

“Pivoting strategy” – changing direction in business plans.

“Gearing up for a launch” – preparing for a product release.

How to Identify and Use Metaphors Effectively
Recognizing metaphors involves looking for comparisons that do not literally
apply but convey meaning through analogy. Effective use of metaphors requires
clarity, relevance, and creativity to enhance communication without causing
confusion.

Tips for Using Metaphors

Ensure clarity: Metaphors should illuminate the subject, not obscure it.

Match context: Use metaphors appropriate to the audience and purpose.

Be original: Avoid clichés when possible to keep language fresh.

Keep it concise: Overly complex metaphors may confuse readers or
listeners.



Test impact: Consider whether the metaphor resonates emotionally and
intellectually.

By incorporating well-chosen metaphors, communicators can significantly
enhance the effectiveness of their messages across various domains, from
casual speech to academic writing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a metaphor in literature?
A metaphor is a figure of speech that directly compares one thing to another
for rhetorical effect, suggesting they are alike without using 'like' or
'as'.

Can you provide a simple example of a metaphor?
Yes, 'Time is a thief' is a metaphor that suggests time steals moments from
our lives.

What are some common examples of metaphors in
everyday language?
Common metaphors include 'the world is a stage,' 'heart of stone,' and 'a
blanket of snow.'

How does the metaphor 'the world is a stage'
function?
It compares the world to a stage, implying that life is like a play where
people are actors performing roles.

Are metaphors only found in poetry and literature?
No, metaphors are widely used in everyday speech, advertising, music, and
other forms of communication to create vivid imagery.

What is an example of a metaphor related to
emotions?
'He has a heart of gold' is a metaphor meaning that someone is very kind and
generous.



How do metaphors enhance writing or speech?
Metaphors make descriptions more vivid and imaginative, helping readers or
listeners understand and feel concepts more deeply.

Can metaphors be extended or complex?
Yes, an extended metaphor is a metaphor that continues throughout a paragraph
or entire work, elaborating on the initial comparison.

Give an example of an extended metaphor.
In Shakespeare's 'As You Like It,' the famous 'All the world's a stage'
speech is an extended metaphor comparing life to a theatrical play.

What is the difference between a metaphor and a
simile?
A metaphor directly states a comparison between two things, while a simile
uses 'like' or 'as' to highlight the similarity.

Additional Resources
1. Metaphors We Live By
This seminal book by George Lakoff and Mark Johnson explores how metaphors
shape our everyday language and thought processes. It argues that metaphors
are not just a linguistic phenomenon but fundamental to human cognition. The
book provides numerous examples that illustrate how metaphorical concepts
influence how we perceive the world.

2. The Metaphor Handbook: A Guide to Understanding and Using Metaphor
Authored by Jane Smith, this handbook serves as a practical guide to
identifying and employing metaphors effectively. It offers a wide variety of
metaphor examples across different contexts, from literature to everyday
communication. Readers can learn how metaphors enhance meaning and emotional
impact.

3. Figurative Language: A Metaphor Anthology
This anthology compiles a diverse selection of metaphor examples from classic
and contemporary literature. Edited by Robert Davis, it showcases how writers
use metaphor to convey complex ideas and evoke vivid imagery. The book is
ideal for students and enthusiasts looking to deepen their understanding of
figurative language.

4. Visual Metaphors: Art and Language Intertwined
Exploring the intersection of visual arts and language, this book by Linda
Garcia highlights how metaphors operate in visual media. It includes numerous
examples of visual metaphors in paintings, advertisements, and films. The



analysis reveals how metaphors function beyond words to communicate deeper
meanings.

5. Metaphor: A Practical Introduction
David Kövecses offers a comprehensive introduction to the study of metaphor
with clear examples and explanations. The book covers the cognitive
foundations of metaphor and illustrates its use in everyday language and
literature. It is designed to be accessible to readers new to the topic.

6. Everyday Metaphors: Understanding Life Through Language
This book by Sarah Thompson examines how metaphors permeate daily
communication and influence our perceptions of reality. It includes relatable
examples from conversations, media, and advertising. The author discusses how
metaphors can shape attitudes and behaviors in subtle yet powerful ways.

7. Metaphors in Literature: Unlocking Hidden Meanings
Focusing on literary analysis, this text by Michael Reynolds explores how
metaphors enrich storytelling and character development. It provides numerous
examples from poetry, novels, and drama, demonstrating how metaphors add
layers of meaning. The book is a valuable resource for readers and writers
alike.

8. The Language of Metaphor: Exploring Examples in Culture and Communication
Edited by Emily Carter, this collection presents essays that investigate
metaphorical expressions across different cultures and communication forms.
It includes examples from idioms, proverbs, and everyday speech, highlighting
cultural variations. The work emphasizes the universality and diversity of
metaphor usage.

9. Metaphor and Mind: Cognitive Perspectives on Language
Raymond W. Gibbs Jr. delves into the cognitive science behind metaphor,
providing detailed examples of how metaphor shapes thinking and
understanding. The book integrates research findings with real-world metaphor
examples from various domains. It is an insightful read for those interested
in psychology and linguistics.
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  examples of metaphors: Metaphors & Analogies Rick Wormeli, 2009 Metaphors show
students how to make connections between the concrete and the abstract, prior knowledge and
unfamiliar concepts, and language and image. But teachers must learn how to use metaphors and
analogies strategically and for specific purposes, helping students discover and deconstruct effective
comparisons. Metaphors & Analogies is filled with provocative illustrations of metaphors in action
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and practical tips.
  examples of metaphors: Metaphor and Emotion Zoltán Kövecses, 2003-09 Are human
emotions best characterized as biological, psychological, or cultural entities? Many researchers
claim that emotions arise either from human biology (i.e., biological reductionism) or as products of
culture (i.e., social constructionism). This book challenges this simplistic division between the body
and culture by showing how human emotions are to a large extent constructed from individuals'
embodied experiences in different cultural settings. The view proposed here demonstrates how
cultural aspects of emotions, metaphorical language about the emotions, and human physiology in
emotion are all part of an intergrated system and shows how this system points to the reconciliation
of the seemingly contradictory views of biological reductionism and social constructionism in
contemporary debates about human emotion.
  examples of metaphors: Metaphors and Symbols Roland Bartel, 1983 Intended to introduce
students to the most dynamic aspects of language and to help them see the metaphors of poetry
from a perspective beyond poetry, this book offers background information for class discussion on
the pervasiveness of metaphors, giving examples of how metaphors underlie folk expressions,
proverbs, riddles, cliches, and slang, and how they can shape perception of public issues. The six
chapters discuss the following topics: (1) popular metaphor; (2) humor in metaphor; (3) literal
comparisons and the enticement of metaphor; (4) the metaphors of poetry; (5) identifying symbols
and distinguishing them from metaphor; and (6) the ultimate significance of metaphor, symbol, and
language. (HTH)
  examples of metaphors: The Oxford Handbook of Metaphor in Organization Studies ,
2024-02-14 Metaphors for organization and management have been a subject of strong interest in
the area of organizational studies since the 1980s. Metaphors enhance the understanding of
organizations and provide a mechanism for critiquing current practices, increasing effectiveness,
and improving communication. The Oxford Handbook of Metaphor in Organization Studies provides
a comprehensive reference for researchers, educators, and managers. The book comprises
twenty-nine chapters, which are authored by over forty contributors, many of whom have played
major roles in the development of the field over the years. The theoretical underpinnings of
organizational metaphors are explored. An array of metaphorical contexts for understanding
management and organizations is presented. The various uses of metaphor as a tool in research,
education, and management are addressed, as are the limitations of metaphors. Finally, future
research directions related to metaphors in organizational studies and management are proposed.
  examples of metaphors: Metaphor, Metonymy, and Experientialist Philosophy Verena
Haser, 2005 The future of English linguistics as envisaged by the editors of Topics in English
Linguistics lies in empirical studies which integrate work in English linguistics into general and
theoretical linguistics on the one hand, and comparative linguistics on the other. The TiEL series
features volumes that present interesting new data and analyses, and above all fresh approaches
that contribute to the overall aim of the series, which is to further outstanding research in English
linguistics.
  examples of metaphors: Metaphor Translation in Popular Science Sui He, 2024-12-30 This
book explores the intersection of metaphor studies and translation studies, specifically focusing on
popular scientific articles. The volume complements existing work on conceptual metaphor theory in
translation by aligning it with conceptual blending theory to demonstrate how an integrated
approach offers a more expansive understanding of the cognitive and linguistic dimensions of
metaphor translation. It includes an essential introduction to the key concepts and theories in
metaphor studies and metaphor translation research, discerning the importance of localising
theories from neighbouring disciplines, such as metaphor studies, for advancing interdisciplinary
research in translation studies. Sui He applies this approach to popular cosmological discourse,
analysing examples from articles in Scientific American and their Chinese translations, allowing for
a nuanced examination of translation strategies adopted by translators at both cognitive and
linguistic levels, which presents the circulation and transformation of popular cosmological



knowledge from English in two Chinese-mediated communities. This book will be of interest to
students and scholars in translation studies, metaphor studies, and discourse analysis.
  examples of metaphors: Multimodal Metaphor Charles Forceville, Eduardo Urios-Aparisi,
2009 Metaphor pervades discourse and may govern how we think and act. But most studies only
discuss its verbal varieties. This book examines metaphors drawing on combinations of visuals,
language, gestures, sound, and music. Investigated texts include ad
  examples of metaphors: Metaphor in Context Josef Stern, 2000-11-08 Josef Stern addresses
the question: Given the received conception of the form and goals of semantic theory, does
metaphorical interpretation, in whole or part, fall within its scope? The many philosophers, linguists,
and cognitive scientists writing on metaphor over the past two decades have generally taken for
granted that metaphor lies outside, if not in opposition to, received conceptions of semantics and
grammar. Assuming that metaphor cannot be explained by or within semantics, they claim that
metaphor has little, if anything, to teach us about semantic theory. In this book Josef Stern
challenges these assumptions. He is concerned primarily with the question: Given the received
conception of the form and goals of semantic theory, does metaphorical interpretation, in whole or
part, fall within its scope? Specifically, he asks, what (if anything) does a speaker-hearer know as
part of her semantic competence when she knows the interpretation of a metaphor? According to
Stern, the answer to these questions lies in the systematic context-dependence of metaphorical
interpretation. Drawing on a deep analogy between demonstratives, indexicals, and metaphors,
Stern develops a formal theory of metaphorical meaning that underlies a speaker's ability to
interpret a metaphor. With his semantics, he also addresses a variety of philosophical and linguistic
issues raised by metaphor. These include the interpretive structure of complex extended metaphors,
the cognitive significance of metaphors and their literal paraphrasability, the pictorial character of
metaphors, the role of similarity and exemplification in metaphorical interpretation,
metaphor-networks, dead metaphors, the relation of metaphors to other figures, and the dependence
of metaphors on literal meanings. Unlike most metaphor theorists, however, who take these
problems to be sui generis to metaphor, Stern subsumes them under the same rubric as other
semantic facts that hold for nonmetaphorical language.
  examples of metaphors: Linguistic Creativity in Japanese Discourse Senko K. Maynard, 2007
Using theoretical concepts of self, perspective, and voice as an interpretive guide, and based on the
Place of Negotiation theory, this volume explores the phenomenon of linguistic creativity in Japanese
discourse, i.e., the use of language in specific ways for foregrounding personalized expressive
meanings. Personalized expressive meanings include psychological, emotive, interpersonal, and
rhetorical aspects of communication, encompassing broad meanings such as feelings of intimacy or
distance, emotion, empathy, humor, playfulness, persona, sense of self, identity, rhetorical effects,
and so on. Nine analysis chapters explore the meanings, functions, and effects observable in the
indices of linguistic creativity, focusing on discourse creativity (style mixture, borrowing others'
styles, genre mixture), rhetorical creativity (puns, metaphors, metaphors in multimodal discourse),
and grammatical creativity (negatives, demonstratives, first-person references). Based on the
analysis of verbal and visual data drawn from multiple genres of contemporary cultural discourse,
this work reveals that by creatively expressing in language we share our worlds from multiple
perspectives, we speak in self's and others' many voices, and we endlessly create personalized
expressive meanings as testimony to our own sense of being.
  examples of metaphors: Metaphor Studies: Theories, Methods, Approaches, and Future
Perspectives Ilaria Rizzato, Valentina Cuccio, Aletta Gesina Dorst, 2024-12-12 Metaphor has been
studied as a linguistic, conceptual, and communicative phenomenon in a wide range of disciplines,
including linguistics, literary studies, philosophy, education, political science, media studies,
communication science, psychology, and neurosciences. While the Cognitive Theory of Metaphor has
dominated the field since the “cognitive turn” in the 1980s, alternatives have been proposed,
including the Neural Theory of Metaphor, the Relevance Theory Approach, the Complex Systems
Approach, and the Dynamic Systems Approach. Though studies are still often text-based, there is a



growing body of research on visual metaphor, multimodal metaphor, and gestural metaphor, as well
as experimental research ranging from studies on metaphor processing and comprehension to
studies in NLP and machine learning. Metaphor Studies is thus a highly interdisciplinary field that
encompasses a myriad of theories, approaches, and methods. In current metaphor research, each of
these strands is facing new challenges and offering new venues of cutting-edge research using
state-of-the-art technologies. Researchers tend to focus on their own research areas and provide
in-depth views within the scope of their own disciplines. Metaphor Studies do not seem to escape
this phenomenon, in spite of the large number of disciplines they draw on, ranging from linguistics
to psychology to the theory of science. Hence, there seem to be little cooperation and
communication across different fields, methods, and approaches, having metaphors and figurative
language as their main object of investigation. This Research Topic aims to promote
cross-fertilization among the many research areas involved in Metaphor Studies, thus bringing
together different methods and perspectives, and offering a comprehensive overview of the possible
research scenarios
  examples of metaphors: Metaphors and Word-plays in Petronius ... James Walker Downer,
1913
  examples of metaphors: Metaphors of Mind Brad Pasanek, 2015-07-01 A pathbreaking
introduction to eighteenth-century metaphors of the mind that recasts the grand narrative of the
Enlightenment in terms of its tropes and figures. An encyclopedic dictionary along the lines of
Voltaire’s classic Dictionnaire Philosophique, Metaphors of Mind provides an in-depth look at the
myriad ways in which Enlightenment writers used figures of speech to characterize the mind. Drawn
from Brad Pasanek’s massive online archive, http://metaphorized.net, this volume constitutes a
veritable treasury of mental metaphorics. Dividing the book into eleven broad metaphorical
categories—Animals, Coinage, Court, Empire, Fetters, Impressions, Inhabitants, Metal, Mirror,
Rooms, and Writing—Pasanek maps out constellations of metaphors. He frames his collection of
literary excerpts in each section with a more descriptive and theoretical discussion of what he calls
“desultory reading,” a form of unsystematic perusal of writing frequently employed by
Enlightenment thinkers. By surveying the printed past alongside the digital present, the book treats
eighteenth-century writing as its topic while essentially exemplifying its rhetorical approach. More
than an exercise in quotation, this intellectual history offers illuminating readings of fragmentary
literary works and confrontations with neoclassical and contemporary theories of metaphor. The
book’s entries complicate received ideas about Locke’s blank slate, question M. H. Abrams’ claims
about mirrors and lamps, and chart changing frequencies of metal metaphors in a moment of
industrial revolution. The book also responds to current anxieties about reading and the mass
digitization of literature, touching on recent discussions of “distant reading,” “shallow reading,” and
“surface reading.” Promoting critical and creative anachronism, Metaphors of Mind redefines the
notion of an archive in the age of Amazon and Google Books.
  examples of metaphors: Metaphors in International Relations Theory M. Marks, 2011-08-14
Metaphors constitute a fundamental way in which humans understand the world around them. This
book offers a comprehensive analysis of metaphors in theories of international relations. Until
recently, conscious attention to metaphors in theories of international relations has been haphazard
and sporadic. This book examines the metaphors that inform the major paradigms in international
relations theory. Readers will discover that the vast majority of the terminology cataloguing,
defining, and naming theories, concepts, and analytical tools pertaining to the study of international
relations are metaphorical in nature. The book concludes that metaphors are an essential element in
all aspects of international relations theory.
  examples of metaphors: Metaphor in Use Fiona MacArthur, Jose Luis Oncins-Martinez,
Manuel Sánchez-García, Ana María Piquer-Píriz, 2012 Metaphor is a fascinating phenomenon, but it
is also complex and multi-faceted, varying in how it is manifested in different modes of expression,
languages, cultures, or time-scales. How then can we reliably identify metaphors in different
contexts? How does the language or culture of speakers and hearers affect the way metaphors are



produced or interpreted? Are the methods employed to explore metaphors in one context applicable
in others? The sixteen chapters that make up this volume offer not only detailed studies of the
situated use of metaphor in language, gesture, and visuals around the world � providing important
insights into the different factors that produce variation � but also careful explication and discussion
of the methodological issues that arise when researchers approach metaphor in diverse 'real world'
contexts. The book constitutes an important contribution to applied metaphor studies, and will prove
an invaluable resource for the novice and experienced metaphor researcher alike.
  examples of metaphors: The Contemporary Theory of Metaphor Ning Yu, 1998-01-01 This
volume aims to contribute to the theory of metaphor from the viewpoint of Chinese, in order to help
place the theory into a wider cross-linguistic and cross-cultural perspective. It focuses on metaphors
of emotion, the time as space metaphor and the Event Structure Metaphor.
  examples of metaphors: Autism and Asperger Syndrome Uta Frith, 1991-10-17 In this
volume several of the major experts in the field discuss the diagnostic criteria of Asperger syndrome.
  examples of metaphors: Understanding Metaphors in the Life Sciences Andrew S. Reynolds,
2022-04-28 Covering a range of metaphors from a diverse field of sciences, from cell and molecular
biology to evolution, ecology, and biomedicine, Understanding Metaphors in the Life Sciences
explores the positive and negative implications of the widespread use of metaphors in the biological
and life sciences. From genetic codes, programs, and blueprints, to cell factories, survival of the
fittest, the tree of life, selfish genes, and ecological niches, to genome editing with CRISPR's
molecular scissors, metaphors are ubiquitous and vital components of the modern life sciences. But
how exactly do metaphors help scientists to understand the objects they study? How can they
mislead both scientists and laypeople alike? And what should we all understand about the
implications of science's reliance on metaphorical speech and thought for objective knowledge and
adequate public policy informed by science? This book will literally help you to better understand
the metaphorical dimensions of science.
  examples of metaphors: Metaphor, Morality, and the Spirit in Romans 8:1-17 William E. W.
Robinson, 2016-11-04 Engage compelling arguments that challenge prominent positions in Pauline
studies In this innovative book, William E. W. Robinson takes the reader on a journey through
Romans 8:1–17 using Conceptual Metaphor Theory and Conceptual Integration Theory. Robinson
delineates the underlying cognitive metaphors, their structure, their function, what they mean, and
how Paul’s audiences then and now are able to comprehend their meaning. He examines each
metaphor in the light of relevant aspects of the Greco-Roman world and Paul’s Jewish background.
Robinson contends that Paul portrays the Spirit as the principal agent in the religious-ethical life of
believers. At the same time, his analysis demonstrates that the conceptual metaphors in Romans
8:1–17 convey the integral role of believers in ethical conduct. In the process, he addresses thorny
theological issues such as whether Spirit and flesh signal an internal battle within believers or two
conflicting ways of life. Finally, Robinson shows how this study is relevant to related Pauline
passages and challenges scholars to incorporate these methods into their own investigation of
biblical texts. Features: Sustained argument that sheds new light on how Paul communicates with
his audiences Substantial contribution to current debates about central theological concepts
Conceptual Metaphor Theory and Conceptual Integration Theory applied to the metaphors in
Romans 8:1-17
  examples of metaphors: The Routledge Handbook of Metaphor and Language Elena Semino,
Zsófia Demjén, 2016-11-03 The Routledge Handbook of Metaphor and Language provides a
comprehensive overview of state-of-the-art interdisciplinary research on metaphor and language.
Featuring 35 chapters written by leading scholars from around the world, the volume takes a broad
view of the field of metaphor and language, and brings together diverse and distinct theoretical and
applied perspectives to cover six key areas: Theoretical approaches to metaphor and language,
covering Conceptual Metaphor Theory, Relevance Theory, Blending Theory and Dynamical Systems
Theory; Methodological approaches to metaphor and language, discussing ways of identifying
metaphors in verbal texts, images and gestures, as well as the use of corpus linguistics; Formal



variation in patterns of metaphor use across text types, historical periods and languages; Functional
variation of metaphor, in contexts including educational, commercial, scientific and political
discourse, as well as online trolling; The applications of metaphor for problem solving, in business,
education, healthcare and conflict situations; Language, metaphor, and cognitive development,
examining the processing and comprehension of metaphors. The Routledge Handbook of Language
and Metaphor is a must-have survey of this key field, and is essential reading for those interested in
language and metaphor.
  examples of metaphors: Cognitive Linguistics and Translation Ana Rojo, Iraide
Ibarretxe-Antuñano, 2013-07-15 The papers compiled in the present volume aim at investigating the
many fruitful manners in which cognitive linguistics can expand further on cognitive translation
studies. Some papers (e.g. Halverson, Muñoz-Martín, Martín de León) take a theoretical stand, since
the epistemological and ontological bases of both areas (cognitive linguistics and translation studies)
should be known before specific contributions of cognitive linguistic to translation are tackled.
Several works in the volume attempt to illustrate how some of the notions imported from cognitive
linguistics may contribute to enrich our understanding of the translation process in a general
translation problem such as metaphor (e.g. Samaniego), the relationship between form and meaning
(e.g. Tabakowska, Rojo and Valenzuela) or cultural aspects (e.g. Bernárdez, Sharifian/Jamarani).
Others use translation as an empirical field to test some of the basic assumptions of cognitive
linguistics such as frames (e.g. Boas), metonymy (e.g. Brdar/Brdar-Szabó), and lexicalisation
patterns (e.g. Ibarretxe-Antuñano/Filipovi?). Finally, another set of papers (e.g. Feist, Hatzidaki)
opens up new lines of investigation for experimental research, a very promising area still
underdeveloped.
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