
early modern history textbook

early modern history textbook serves as an essential resource for understanding a pivotal period in

world history, roughly spanning from the late 15th century to the late 18th century. This era, marked by

significant political, social, economic, and cultural transformations, laid the foundation for the modern

age. An effective early modern history textbook provides comprehensive coverage of key

developments such as the Renaissance, the Reformation, the Age of Exploration, and the rise of

nation-states. It also examines the impact of scientific advancements, global trade networks, and

colonial expansion. By presenting well-researched content with clear explanations, such textbooks

support students, educators, and history enthusiasts in gaining a nuanced understanding of this

dynamic period. This article explores the features, content structure, and benefits of an early modern

history textbook, followed by an overview of recommended themes and pedagogical approaches.
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Features of an Early Modern History Textbook

An early modern history textbook is designed to provide a structured and detailed narrative of events,

figures, and movements that shaped the early modern period. It typically incorporates a variety of



elements to enhance comprehension and engagement.

Comprehensive Chronological Framework

The textbook organizes content chronologically, starting from the late 1400s and extending through the

18th century. This framework helps readers trace the progression of historical developments and

understand cause-and-effect relationships across decades and regions.

Rich Visual Aids and Illustrations

Maps, timelines, portraits, and period artwork are commonly included to contextualize information

visually. These aids support learning by illustrating geopolitical boundaries, trade routes, and cultural

artifacts relevant to early modern history.

Primary Source Excerpts

Inclusion of excerpts from letters, official documents, and contemporary writings enables students to

engage directly with historical voices and perspectives. This approach fosters critical thinking and a

deeper appreciation of the era’s complexity.

Glossaries and Indexes

Specialized glossaries define key terms such as “Mercantilism,” “Absolutism,” and “Enlightenment,”

while indexes facilitate quick referencing. These tools improve usability and support efficient study

habits.



Key Historical Themes Covered

The scope of an early modern history textbook encompasses a diverse range of themes reflecting the

multifaceted nature of the period.

The Renaissance and Humanism

This theme explores the revival of classical learning, the flourishing of arts and literature, and the

philosophical shift toward human-centered thinking. It highlights influential figures such as Leonardo da

Vinci, Michelangelo, and Erasmus.

The Protestant Reformation

The textbook examines the religious upheaval initiated by Martin Luther and other reformers, detailing

its doctrinal disputes, political consequences, and the resultant fragmentation of Christendom.

Age of Exploration and Global Connections

Coverage includes the voyages of Columbus, Vasco da Gama, and Magellan, along with the

establishment of global trade networks and the profound effects of European colonialism on indigenous

populations.

Political Developments and State Formation

Focus is placed on the emergence of centralized monarchies, the rise of absolutism, and the evolution

of parliamentary systems, with case studies of England, France, Spain, and the Holy Roman Empire.



Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment

The textbook details breakthroughs in scientific thought by figures like Copernicus, Galileo, and

Newton, as well as the intellectual movements advocating reason, individual rights, and secular

governance.

Economic Transformations

Discussion of mercantilism, the growth of capitalism, and the impact of new financial institutions sheds

light on the economic foundations of modern societies.

Renaissance and cultural rebirth

Religious reforms and conflicts

Exploration and colonization

Political centralization and diplomacy

Scientific inquiry and innovation

Economic expansion and trade

Pedagogical Approaches and Learning Tools

Modern early modern history textbooks employ various teaching methods to facilitate effective learning

and critical engagement with historical material.



Thematic Chapters and Case Studies

Organizing chapters thematically allows students to explore specific aspects of early modern history in

depth, while case studies provide concrete examples to illustrate broader trends.

Critical Thinking Questions

Each chapter often concludes with questions designed to encourage analysis, comparison, and

synthesis of information, promoting higher-order thinking skills.

Interactive Activities

Exercises such as document analysis, debates, and role-playing scenarios help students apply

knowledge and develop interpretative skills.

Supplementary Digital Resources

Many textbooks now offer accompanying online materials, including quizzes, video lectures, and

additional readings to support diverse learning styles.

Choosing the Right Early Modern History Textbook

Selecting an appropriate early modern history textbook depends on several factors related to

educational goals, audience level, and content focus.

Academic Level and Curriculum Alignment

Textbooks designed for high school, undergraduate, or advanced study differ in complexity and depth.

Aligning the textbook with curriculum standards ensures relevance and coherence in instruction.



Authoritative Scholarship and Accuracy

Choosing textbooks authored by reputable historians or institutions guarantees accurate, up-to-date

interpretations based on current research.

Balanced Global Perspective

A quality textbook presents a balanced view of early modern history, incorporating perspectives from

Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas to reflect the era’s global interconnectedness.

Accessibility and Engagement

Readable prose, clear organization, and engaging content increase the textbook’s effectiveness in

diverse educational settings.

Utilizing the Textbook for Academic Success

Effective use of an early modern history textbook enhances comprehension and retention of complex

historical material.

Active Reading Strategies

Highlighting key concepts, annotating margins, and summarizing sections help students internalize

information and prepare for assessments.

Integrating Supplemental Materials

Utilizing primary sources, external readings, and multimedia content alongside the textbook broadens

understanding and contextualizes historical events.



Collaborative Learning

Group discussions, presentations, and projects based on textbook content encourage peer learning

and deepen engagement with early modern history themes.

Regular Review and Practice

Consistent review of textbook chapters and completion of practice questions improve mastery and

confidence in the subject matter.

Highlight and annotate key sections during reading1.

Engage with primary sources included in the textbook2.

Participate in study groups to discuss major themes3.

Utilize end-of-chapter questions for self-assessment4.

Incorporate multimedia resources for diverse perspectives5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of an early modern history textbook?

An early modern history textbook is an educational book that covers the historical period roughly from

the late 15th century to the late 18th century, focusing on events, cultures, and developments during

that era.



Which topics are commonly covered in early modern history

textbooks?

Common topics include the Renaissance, Reformation, Age of Exploration, Scientific Revolution,

Enlightenment, and the rise of nation-states and colonial empires.

How do early modern history textbooks address the impact of

colonization?

These textbooks typically explore the causes, processes, and consequences of European colonization

on indigenous populations, including economic, social, and cultural impacts.

What are some recommended early modern history textbooks for

college students?

Recommended textbooks include 'The Early Modern World' by Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks, 'Early Modern

Europe' by Roger B. Manning, and 'Europe in the Era of Expansion' by John H. Elliott.

How have early modern history textbooks evolved in recent years?

They have increasingly incorporated diverse perspectives, including those of marginalized groups, and

emphasize global connections rather than a solely Eurocentric narrative.

What role do primary sources play in early modern history textbooks?

Primary sources such as letters, diaries, official documents, and contemporary artworks are used to

provide firsthand accounts and deepen understanding of the period.

How can early modern history textbooks support critical thinking

skills?

By encouraging analysis of historical causes and effects, comparing perspectives, and evaluating



sources, these textbooks help students develop critical thinking and historical interpretation skills.

Are there digital or interactive versions of early modern history

textbooks available?

Yes, many publishers offer digital and interactive versions that include multimedia content, quizzes,

and hyperlinks to supplementary materials to enhance learning.

How do early modern history textbooks handle the topic of the

Scientific Revolution?

They typically discuss key figures like Copernicus, Galileo, and Newton, highlighting how their

discoveries challenged traditional views and laid the groundwork for modern science.

Additional Resources

1. The Early Modern World: From the Renaissance to the Age of Revolutions

This textbook offers a comprehensive overview of global history from the 15th to the 18th centuries. It

explores major political, social, economic, and cultural developments, including the Renaissance, the

Reformation, and the rise of European empires. The book emphasizes interconnectedness and the

impact of early modern transformations on the modern world.

2. Europe in the Age of Expansion, 1450-1700

Focusing on European history during the Age of Exploration, this book covers the motivations,

achievements, and consequences of European overseas expansion. It discusses the technological

innovations, colonial encounters, and economic changes that shaped this era. The textbook also

addresses the effects of expansion on indigenous populations and global trade networks.

3. The Reformation and the Early Modern World

This textbook examines the religious upheaval of the 16th century and its profound impact on

European politics, society, and culture. It covers key figures like Martin Luther and John Calvin, as well



as the Catholic Counter-Reformation. The book highlights how religious conflicts influenced nation-

building and early modern state formation.

4. Politics and Society in Early Modern Europe

Offering a detailed analysis of political institutions and social structures, this book explores

governance, power dynamics, and class relations from the Renaissance through the 18th century. It

investigates the rise of absolutism, constitutionalism, and the role of the nobility and commoners. The

textbook also considers the impact of war, diplomacy, and economic change on society.

5. The Atlantic World: 1500-1800

This textbook explores the complex interactions among Europe, Africa, and the Americas during the

early modern period. It covers themes such as colonization, the transatlantic slave trade, and cultural

exchanges. The book provides insights into how the Atlantic became a space of both conflict and

cooperation that shaped modern history.

6. Science and Society in Early Modern Europe

Focusing on the Scientific Revolution and its societal implications, this book traces developments in

astronomy, physics, biology, and medicine. It discusses key figures like Copernicus, Galileo, and

Newton and examines how new scientific ideas challenged traditional beliefs. The textbook also

explores the relationship between science, religion, and politics in early modern Europe.

7. The Early Modern Economy: Trade, Finance, and Industry

This textbook analyzes the economic transformations that occurred during the early modern period,

including the rise of capitalism and global trade networks. It covers agricultural changes, the growth of

cities, and the development of financial institutions. The book also addresses the economic

foundations of European imperialism and the impact on non-European societies.

8. Gender and Family in Early Modern Europe

This book investigates the roles and experiences of men and women in early modern European

societies. It explores family structures, marriage customs, gender norms, and the impact of religious

and legal frameworks. The textbook highlights how gender influenced social status, work, and daily life



during this period.

9. War and Diplomacy in the Early Modern World

This textbook examines the causes, conduct, and consequences of wars from the Renaissance

through the 18th century. It covers military innovations, the role of mercenaries, and the diplomacy that

shaped alliances and peace settlements. The book also explores how warfare influenced state-building

and international relations in the early modern era.
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  early modern history textbook: Early Modern Europe, 1450-1789 Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks,
2022-08-25 Covering European history from the invention of the printing press to the French
Revolution, the third edition of this best-selling textbook is thoroughly updated with new scholarship
and an emphasis on environmental history, travel and migration, race and cultural blending, and the
circulation of goods and knowledge. Summaries, timelines, maps, illustrations, and discussion
questions illuminate the narrative and support the student. Enhanced online content and sections on
sources and methodology give students the tools they need to study early modern European history.
Leading historian Merry Wiesner-Hanks skillfully balances breadth and depth of coverage to create
a strong narrative, paying particular attention to the global context of European developments. She
integrates discussion of gender, class, regional, and ethnic differences across the entirety of Europe
and its overseas colonies as well as the economic, political, religious, and cultural history of the
period.
  early modern history textbook: Early Modern Europe, 1450-1789 Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks,
2013-02-21 The second edition of this best-selling textbook is thoroughly updated to include
expanded coverage of the late eighteenth century and the Enlightenment, and incorporates recent
advances in gender history, global connections and cultural analysis. It features summaries,
timelines, maps, illustrations and discussion questions to support the student. Enhanced online
content and sections on sources and methodology give students the tools they need to study early
modern European history. Leading historian Merry Wiesner-Hanks skilfully balances breadth and
depth of coverage to create a strong narrative, paying particular attention to the global context of
European developments. She integrates discussion of gender, class, regional and ethnic differences
across the entirety of Europe and its overseas colonies as well as the economic, political, religious
and cultural history of the period.
  early modern history textbook: What is Early Modern History? Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks,
2021-01-20 What is Early Modern History? offers a concise guide to investigations of the era from
the fifteenth to eighteenth centuries and an entry-point to larger questions about how we divide and
organize the past and how the discipline of history has evolved. Merry Wiesner-Hanks showcases the
new research and innovative methods that have altered our understanding of this fascinating period.
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She examines various subfields and approaches in early modern history, and the marks of modernity
that scholars have highlighted in these, from individualism to the Little Ice Age. Moving beyond
Europe, she surveys the growth of the Atlantic World and global history, exploring key topics such as
the Columbian Exchange, the slave trade, cultural interactions and blending, and the environment.
She also considers popular and public representations of the early modern period, which are often
how students – and others – first become curious. Elegantly written and passionately argued, What is
Early Modern History? provides an essential invitation to the field for both students and scholars.
  early modern history textbook: Reading History in Early Modern England D. R. Woolf,
2000 This book focuses on the 'after-life' of historical texts in the period between the arrival of
printing in England and the early eighteenth century. Whereas previous studies of historical writing
during this period have focused on their authors and on their style or methodology, this work
examines the history book from a number of other perspectives. The intent is to situate the study of
history books within the current literature on the history of the book and the history of print culture.
After discussing the process whereby the inheritance of the medieval chronicle was broken down
into a variety of different historical genres during the sixteenth century, the author turns to the
questions of how and why history books were read, who owned them, the borrowing and lending of
them, their production and printing, and methods for marketing and distributing them.
  early modern history textbook: The European World 1500-1800 Beat A. Kümin, 2009 The
European World 1500-1800 provides a concise and authoritative textbook for the centuries between
the Renaissance and the French Revolution. It presents early modern Europe not as a mere
transition phase, but a dynamic period worth studying in its own right. Written by an experienced
team of specialists, associated with a university module of the same name, it offers a student-friendly
introduction to all major themes and processes of early modern history. Structured in four parts
dealing with socio-economic, religious, cultural and political issues, it adopts a broad geographical
perspective: Western and Central Europe receive particular attention, but dedicated chapters also
explore the wider global context. Thematic priorities include social structures, Reformation change,
expanding cultural horizons and the emergence of the modern state. Specially designed to assist
learning, The European World 1500-1800 features: up-to-date surveys of key topics written by an
international team of historians suggestions for seminar discussion and further reading extracts
from primary sources and vivid illustrations, including maps a glossary of key terms and concepts a
chronology of major events a full index of persons, places and subjects a fully-featured companion
website accessible at www.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415432535. The European World
1500-1800 will be essential reading for all students embarking on the discovery of the early modern
period.
  early modern history textbook: World History Stanley Mayer Burstein, Richard Shek, 2006
Students study the social, cultural, and technological changes that occurred in Europe, Africa, and
Asia in the years AD 500-1789.
  early modern history textbook: The European World 1500–1800 Beat Kümin, 2014-01-10 The
European World 1500-1800 provides a concise and authoritative textbook for the centuries between
the Renaissance and the French Revolution. It presents early modern Europe not as a mere
transitional phase, but a dynamic period worth studying in its own right. Written by an experienced
team of specialists, and derived from a perennially successful undergraduate course, it offers a
student-friendly introduction to all major themes and processes of early modern history. Structured
in four parts dealing with socio-economic, religious, cultural and political issues, it adopts a
deliberately broad geographical perspective: Western and Central Europe receive particular
attention, but dedicated chapters also explore the wider global context. For this thoroughly revised
and improved second edition, the authors have added three new chapters on ‘Politics and
Government’, ‘Impact of War' and ‘Revolution’ Specially designed to assist learning, The European
World 1500-1800 features: state-of-the-art surveys of key topics written by an international team of
historians suggestions for seminar discussion and further reading extracts from primary sources and
generous illustrations, including maps a glossary of key terms and concepts a chronology of major



events a full index of persons, places and subjects a fully-featured companion website, enhanced for
this new edition The European World 1500-1800 will be essential reading for all students embarking
on the discovery of the early modern period.
  early modern history textbook: Interpreting Early Modern Europe C. Scott Dixon, Beat
Kümin, 2019-09-11 Interpreting Early Modern Europe is a comprehensive collection of essays on the
historiography of the early modern period (circa 1450-1800). Concerned with the principles,
priorities, theories, and narratives behind the writing of early modern history, the book places
particular emphasis on developments in recent scholarship. Each chapter, written by a prominent
historian caught up in the debates, is devoted to the varieties of interpretation relating to a specific
theme or field considered integral to understanding the age, providing readers with a
‘behind-the-scenes’ look at how historians have worked, and still work, within these fields. At one
level the emphasis is historiographical, with the essays engaged in a direct dialogue with the
influential theories, methods, assumptions, and conclusions in each of the fields. At another level the
contributions emphasise the historical dimensions of interpretation, providing readers with surveys
of the component parts that make up the modern narratives. Supported by extensive bibliographies,
primary materials, and appendices with extracts from key secondary debates, Interpreting Early
Modern Europe provides a systematic exploration of how historians have shaped the study of the
early modern past. It is essential reading for students of early modern history. For a comprehensive
overview of the history of early modern Europe see the partnering volume The European World 3ed
Edited by Beat Kumin -
https://www.routledge.com/The-European-World-15001800-An-Introduction-to-Early-Modern-History
/Kuminah2/p/book/9781138119154.
  early modern history textbook: Memory in Early Modern Europe, 1500-1800 Judith Pollmann,
2017 For early modern Europeans, the past was a measure of most things, good and bad. For that
reason it was also hotly contested, manipulated, and far too important to be left to historians alone.
Memory in Early Modern Europe offers a lively and accessible introduction to the many ways in
which Europeans engaged with the past and 'practised' memory in the three centuries between 1500
and 1800. From childhood memories and local customs to war traumas and peacekeeping, it
analyses how Europeans tried to control, mobilize and reconfigure memories of the past.
Challenging the long-standing view that memory cultures transformed around 1800, it argues for the
continued relevance of early modern memory practices in modern societies.
  early modern history textbook: Early Modern European Society Henry Kamen, 2000 This
book surveys the sweeping changes effecting Europe from the end of the fifteenth century to the
early decades of the eighteenth century. It examines the significance of broad community-based
norms and the development of social disciplines.
  early modern history textbook: A Cultural History of Early Modern Europe Charlie R. Steen,
2019-11-21 A Cultural History of Early Modern Europe examines the relationships that developed in
cities from the time of the late Renaissance through to the Napoleonic period, exploring culture in
the broadest sense by selecting a variety of sources not commonly used in history books, such as
plays, popular songs, sketches, and documents created by ordinary people--
  early modern history textbook: Early Modern Emotions Susan Broomhall, 2016-12-08 Early
Modern Emotions is a student-friendly introduction to the concepts, approaches and sources used to
study emotions in early modern Europe, and to the perspectives that analysis of the history of
emotions can offer early modern studies more broadly. The volume is divided into four sections that
guide students through the key processes and practices employed in current research on the history
of emotions. The first explains how key terms and concepts in the study of emotions relate to early
modern Europe, while the second focuses on the unique ways in which emotions were
conceptualized at the time. The third section introduces a range of sources and methodologies that
are used to analyse early modern emotions. The final section includes a wide-ranging selection of
thematic topics covering war, religion, family, politics, art, music, literature and the non-human
world to show how analysis of emotions may offer new perspectives on the early modern period



more broadly. Each section offers bite-sized, accessible commentaries providing students new to the
history of emotions with the tools to begin their own investigations. Each entry is supported by
annotated further reading recommendations pointing students to the latest research in that area and
at the end of the book is a general bibliography, which provides a comprehensive list of current
scholarship. This book is the perfect starting point for any student wishing to study emotions in early
modern Europe.
  early modern history textbook: McDougal Littell World History: Medieval and Early Modern
Times McDougal Littel, 2005-03-16 Combines motivating stories with research-based instruction
that helps students improve their reading and social studies skills as they discover the past. Every
lesson of the textbook is keyed to California content standards and analysis skills.
  early modern history textbook: The Uses of Space in Early Modern History P. Stock,
2015-03-18 While there is an growing body of work on space and place in many disciplines, less
attention has been paid to how a spatial approach illuminates the societies and cultures of the past.
Here, leading experts explore the uses of space in two respects: how space can be applied to the
study of history, and how space was used at specific times.
  early modern history textbook: The Oxford Handbook of Early Modern European History,
1350-1750 Hamish M. Scott, 2015 This Handbook re-examines the concept of early modern history
in a European and global context. The term 'early modern' has been familiar, especially in
Anglophone scholarship, for four decades and is securely established in teaching, research, and
scholarly publishing. More recently, however, the unity implied in the notion has fragmented, while
the usefulness and even the validity of the term, and the historical periodisation which it
incorporates, have been questioned. The Oxford Handbook of Early Modern European History,
1350-1750 provides an account of the development of the subject during the past half-century, but
primarily offers an integrated and comprehensive survey of present knowledge, together with some
suggestions as to how the field is developing. It aims both to interrogate the notion of early
modernity itself and to survey early modern Europe as an established field of study. The overriding
aim will be to establish that 'early modern' is not simply a chronological label but possesses a
substantive integrity. Volume II is devoted to Cultures and Power, opening with chapters on
philosophy, science, art and architecture, music, and the Enlightenment. Subsequent sections
examine 'Europe beyond Europe', with the transformation of contact with other continents during
the first global age, and military and political developments, notably the expansion of state power.
  early modern history textbook: Designing History in East Asian Textbooks Gotelind
Mueller, 2011-02-01 This book analyses the efforts throughout East Asia to deploy education for
purposes of political socialization, and in particular in order to shape notions of identity. The
chapters also examine the trend of ‘common textbook initiatives’, which have recently emerged in
East Asia with the aim of helping to defuse tensions arguably fuelled by existing practices of mutual
(mis)representation. These are analysed in relation to the East Asian political context, and compared
with previous and ongoing endeavours in other parts of the world, particularly Europe, which have
been keenly observed by East Asian practitioners. Written by a group of international education
experts, chapters discuss the enduring focus on the role of curricula in inculcating homogenous
visions of the national self, and indeed homogenized visions of significant 'others'. Including
contributions from scholars and curriculum developers involved personally in the writing of national
and multi-national history textbooks this book will be of interest to students and scholars of Asian
education, Asian history and comparative education studies. Gotelind Müller is Professor of Chinese
Studies, University of Heidelberg, Germany
  early modern history textbook: The Unending Frontier John F. Richards, 2003-05-15 It was
the age of exploration, the age of empire and conquest, and human beings were extending their
reach—and their numbers—as never before. In the process, they were intervening in the world's
natural environment in equally unprecedented and dramatic ways. A sweeping work of
environmental history, The Unending Frontier offers a truly global perspective on the profound
impact of humanity on the natural world in the early modern period. John F. Richards identifies four



broadly shared historical processes that speeded environmental change from roughly 1500 to 1800
c.e.: intensified human land use along settlement frontiers; biological invasions; commercial hunting
of wildlife; and problems of energy scarcity. The Unending Frontier considers each of these trends in
a series of case studies, sometimes of a particular place, such as Tokugawa Japan and early modern
England and China, sometimes of a particular activity, such as the fur trade in North America and
Russia, cod fishing in the North Atlantic, and whaling in the Arctic. Throughout, Richards shows how
humans—whether clearing forests or draining wetlands, transporting bacteria, insects, and
livestock; hunting species to extinction, or reshaping landscapes—altered the material well-being of
the natural world along with their own.
  early modern history textbook: Eurasian Slavery, Ransom and Abolition in World History,
1200-1860 Christoph Witzenrath, 2016-03-09 Recent research has demonstrated that early modern
slavery was much more widespread than the traditional concentration on plantation slavery in the
context of European colonial expansion would suggest. Slavery and slave trading, though little
researched, were common across wide stretches of Eurasia, and a slave economy played a vital part
in the political and cultural contacts between Russia and its Eurasian neighbours. This volume
concentrates on captivity, slavery, ransom and abolition in the vicinity of the Eurasian steppe from
the early modern period to recent developments and explores their legacy and relevance down to the
modern times. The contributions centre on the Russian Empire, while bringing together scholars
from various historical traditions of the leading states in this region, including Poland-Lithuania and
the Ottoman Empire, and their various successor states. At the centre of attention are transfers,
transnational fertilizations and the institutions, rituals and representations facilitating enslavement,
exchanges and ransoming. The essays in this collection define and quantify slavery, covering various
regions in the steppe and its vicinity and looking at trans-cultural issues and the implications of
slavery and ransom for social, economic and political connections across the steppe. In so doing the
volume provides both a broad overview of the subject, and a snapshot of the latest research from
leading scholars working in this area.
  early modern history textbook: History Textbooks and the Wars in Asia Gi-Wook Shin, Daniel
C. Sneider, 2011-02-08 Over the past fifteen years Northeast Asia has witnessed growing
intraregional exchanges and interactions, especially in the realms of culture and economy. Still, the
region cannot escape from the burden of history. This book examines the formation of historical
memory in four Northeast Asian societies (China, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan) and the United
States focusing on the period from the beginning of the Sino-Japanese war in 1931 until the formal
conclusion of the Pacific War with the San Francisco Peace Treaty of 1951. The contributors analyse
the recent efforts of Korean, Japanese, and Chinese scholars to write a ‘common history’ of
Northeast Asia and question the underlying motivations for their efforts and subsequent
achievements. In doing so, they contend that the greatest obstacle to reconciliation in Northeast
Asia lies in the existence of divided, and often conflicting, historical memories. The book argues that
a more fruitful approach lies in understanding how historical memory has evolved in each country
and been incorporated into respective master narratives. Through uncovering the existence of
different master narratives, it is hoped, citizens will develop a more self-critical, self-reflective
approach to their own history and that such an introspective effort has the potential to lay the
foundation for greater self- and mutual understanding and eventual historical reconciliation in the
region. This book will be essential reading for students and scholars of Asian history, Asian
education and international relations in East Asia.
  early modern history textbook: The Colonial Past in History Textbooks Karel Van
Nieuwenhuyse, Joaquim Pires Valentim, 2018-05-01 This book examines the evolving
representations of the colonial past from the mid-19th century up to decolonization in the 1960s and
70s ? the so-called era of Modern Imperialism – in post-war history textbooks from across the world.
The aim of the book is to examine the evolving outlook of colonial representations in history
education and the underpinning explanations for the specific outlook in different – former colonizer
and colonized – countries (to be found in collective memory, popular historical culture, social



representations, identity-building processes, and the state of historical knowledge within academia).
The approach of the book is novel and innovative in different ways. First of all, given the complexity
of the research, an original interdisciplinary approach has been implemented, which brings together
historians, history educators and social psychologists to examine representations of colonialism in
history education in different countries around the world while drawing on different theoretical
frameworks. Secondly, given the interest in the interplay between collective memory, popular
historical culture, social representations, and the state of historical knowledge within academia, a
diachronic approach is implemented, examining the evolving representations of the colonial past,
and connecting them to developments within society at large and academia. This will allow for a
deeper understanding of the processes under examination. Thirdly, studies from various corners of
the world are included in the book. More specifically, the project includes research from three
categories of countries: former colonizer countries – including England, Spain, Italy, France,
Portugal and Belgium –, countries having been both colonized and colonizer – Chile – and former
colonized countries, including Zimbabwe, Malta and Mozambique. This selection allows pairing up
the countries under review as former colonizing-colonized ones (for instance Portugal-Mozambique,
United Kingdom-Malta), allowing for an in-depth comparison between the countries involved. Before
reaching the research core, three introductory chapters outline three general issues. The book starts
with addressing the different approaches and epistemological underpinnings history and social
psychology as academic disciplines hold. In a second chapter, evolutions within international
academic colonial historiography are analyzed, with a special focus on the recent development of
New Imperial History. A third chapter analyses history textbooks as cultural tools and political
means of transmitting historical knowledge and representations across generations. The next ten
chapters form the core of the book, in which evolving representations of colonial history (from
mid-19th century until decolonization in the 1960s and 1970s) are examined, explained and reflected
upon, for the above mentioned countries. This is done through a history textbook analysis in a
diachronic perspective. For some countries the analysis dates back to textbooks published after the
Second World War; for other countries the focus will be more limited in time. The research
presented is done by historians and history educators, as well as by social psychologists. In a
concluding chapter, an overall overview is presented, in which similarities and differences
throughout the case studies are identified, interpreted and reflected upon.
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