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dietrich bonhoeffer biography explores the life and legacy of one of the most influential
theologians and martyrs of the 20th century. Born in Germany, Bonhoeffer’s journey encompasses
his theological contributions, resistance against Nazi tyranny, and ultimate sacrifice. This article
delves into his early years, academic career, involvement in the Confessing Church, and his
courageous role in the German resistance movement. It also highlights his key writings and the
enduring impact of his thought on Christian ethics and modern theology. Readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s life, work, and the historical context that
shaped his convictions. The following sections provide an in-depth look into his biography,
philosophy, and legacy.

Early Life and Education

Theological Contributions

Resistance Against Nazism

Imprisonment and Martyrdom

Legacy and Influence

Early Life and Education
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was born on February 4, 1906, in Breslau, Germany (now Wrocław, Poland). He
came from a prominent family with a strong academic and cultural background. His father, Karl
Bonhoeffer, was a noted psychiatrist, and the family environment nurtured intellectual curiosity and
a deep commitment to social responsibility. Dietrich was the sixth of eight children.

Bonhoeffer’s early education was marked by academic excellence and a passion for theology. He
enrolled at the University of Tübingen, where he began formal theological studies. Later, he
transferred to the University of Berlin, studying under some of the most respected theologians of his
time. His doctoral thesis, completed at a young age, reflected his profound engagement with
Christian ethics and the challenges of modern society.

Family Background and Childhood
The Bonhoeffer family valued education, art, and civic duty. Growing up in this environment deeply
influenced Dietrich’s worldview. Early exposure to religious discussions and ethical questions
shaped his future theological pursuits.



Academic Pursuits and Early Theological Work
Bonhoeffer’s academic journey took him beyond Germany. He studied in New York at Union
Theological Seminary, where he encountered diverse religious perspectives and social issues. This
experience broadened his theological outlook and deepened his commitment to social justice.

Theological Contributions
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s theological work remains highly regarded for its depth and relevance. His
writings addressed critical issues such as discipleship, ethics, and the role of the church in society.
Bonhoeffer emphasized the importance of living faith through responsible action, challenging both
religious complacency and political oppression.

Key Themes in Bonhoeffer’s Theology
Bonhoeffer’s theology centers on the concept of “costly grace,” which contrasts with “cheap grace.”
He argued that true Christian faith demands sacrifice and active commitment to justice and truth.
His work also explored the relationship between Christ and the church, stressing the church’s role in
confronting evil and supporting the oppressed.

Major Works
Among Bonhoeffer’s most significant writings are:

The Cost of Discipleship – A treatise on Christian ethics emphasizing costly grace.

Ethics – An unfinished work exploring moral theology in the context of Nazi Germany.

Life Together – Reflections on Christian community and fellowship.

Letters and Papers from Prison – A collection of Bonhoeffer’s correspondence and reflections
during incarceration.

Resistance Against Nazism
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s biography is inseparable from his courageous opposition to Adolf Hitler and
the Nazi regime. As a committed Christian and ethicist, Bonhoeffer actively resisted the ideological
and moral corruption of Nazi Germany, risking his life to oppose tyranny.

Role in the Confessing Church
Bonhoeffer was a founding member of the Confessing Church, a movement that rejected the Nazi



attempt to control the German Protestant churches. This group stood against the “German
Christians” who supported Hitler’s policies. Bonhoeffer’s leadership and preaching provided
spiritual guidance and moral clarity during this turbulent period.

Involvement in the German Resistance
Beyond church opposition, Bonhoeffer engaged directly with the German resistance network. He
participated in plans to overthrow Hitler, including involvement in plots to assassinate the dictator.
This covert work demonstrated his commitment to justice and the defense of human dignity.

Imprisonment and Martyrdom
Bonhoeffer’s resistance activities eventually led to his arrest by the Gestapo in April 1943. He was
imprisoned for over two years, during which he continued to write and encourage fellow prisoners.
His incarceration is a testament to his unyielding faith and steadfastness in the face of oppression.

Life in Prison
During imprisonment, Bonhoeffer maintained his theological reflections and correspondence, which
later became invaluable spiritual and ethical resources. Despite harsh conditions, he provided hope
and support to others, embodying the principles he preached.

Execution and Legacy as a Martyr
On April 9, 1945, just weeks before the end of World War II in Europe, Dietrich Bonhoeffer was
executed at Flossenbürg concentration camp. His death cemented his status as a martyr who
sacrificed his life for his beliefs and the cause of justice. Bonhoeffer’s martyrdom continues to
inspire theologians, ethicists, and human rights advocates worldwide.

Legacy and Influence
The impact of Dietrich Bonhoeffer extends far beyond his lifetime. His writings and life story have
influenced Christian theology, ethical discourse, and resistance movements against injustice.
Bonhoeffer remains a symbol of moral courage and faith in action.

Influence on Modern Theology
Bonhoeffer’s ideas about discipleship, community, and costly grace remain central in contemporary
theological debates. His critique of both religious and political complacency challenges believers to
engage actively in social justice and ethical responsibility.



Enduring Cultural and Social Impact
Bonhoeffer’s life has inspired numerous books, films, and academic studies. His example serves as a
powerful reminder of the cost of faithfulness and the necessity of standing against oppression.

Summary of Contributions

Profound theological writings on ethics and discipleship.

Leadership in the Confessing Church opposing Nazi control.

Active participation in resistance efforts to overthrow Hitler.

Martyrdom that exemplifies moral courage and sacrifice.

Lasting influence on Christian thought and human rights advocacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Dietrich Bonhoeffer?
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor, theologian, and anti-Nazi dissident known for
his strong resistance to Adolf Hitler's regime during World War II.

When and where was Dietrich Bonhoeffer born?
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was born on February 4, 1906, in Breslau, Germany (now Wrocław, Poland).

What is Dietrich Bonhoeffer best known for?
Bonhoeffer is best known for his theological writings and his active opposition to the Nazi regime,
including his involvement in a plot to assassinate Adolf Hitler.

What are some of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's most influential
works?
Some of his most influential works include 'The Cost of Discipleship,' 'Ethics,' and 'Letters and
Papers from Prison.'

How did Dietrich Bonhoeffer oppose the Nazi regime?
Bonhoeffer opposed the Nazis through his involvement in the Confessing Church, resisting Nazi
interference in the church, and participating in a conspiracy to overthrow Hitler.



What happened to Dietrich Bonhoeffer during World War II?
Bonhoeffer was arrested in 1943 for his involvement in anti-Nazi activities and was imprisoned until
he was executed by hanging on April 9, 1945.

Where was Dietrich Bonhoeffer executed?
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was executed at Flossenbürg concentration camp in Germany.

What impact did Dietrich Bonhoeffer's theology have?
Bonhoeffer's theology emphasized costly discipleship, the importance of standing up against
injustice, and the role of the church in society, which continues to influence Christian thought today.

Did Dietrich Bonhoeffer have any role in the Confessing
Church?
Yes, Bonhoeffer was a key member of the Confessing Church, which opposed the Nazi government's
attempts to control the German Protestant churches.

How is Dietrich Bonhoeffer remembered today?
Dietrich Bonhoeffer is remembered as a martyr, theologian, and courageous resistor of tyranny, and
his writings continue to inspire Christians and human rights advocates worldwide.

Additional Resources
1. Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy
This comprehensive biography by Eric Metaxas explores the life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German
pastor and theologian who stood against the Nazi regime. The book delves into his theological
contributions, his involvement in the resistance, and his ultimate martyrdom. Metaxas provides a
detailed narrative that highlights Bonhoeffer’s courage, faith, and moral conviction.

2. Bonhoeffer: A Biography
By Eberhard Bethge, a close friend and confidant of Bonhoeffer, this biography offers an intimate
and authoritative account of his life. Bethge’s perspective provides unique insights into Bonhoeffer’s
personal struggles, theological development, and his role in the anti-Nazi resistance. The book is
considered one of the most definitive resources on Bonhoeffer’s life and legacy.

3. Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Theologian, Christian, Martyr
Authors John W. de Gruchy and William Hordern present a balanced view of Bonhoeffer’s theological
work and his ethical stance during a tumultuous period. This book examines how Bonhoeffer’s faith
influenced his resistance to tyranny and his commitment to social justice. It also discusses his lasting
impact on Christian thought and modern theology.

4. Bonhoeffer’s Legacy: The Christian Life, Authority, and Public Engagement
Mark Thiessen Nation explores the enduring influence of Bonhoeffer’s theology on contemporary
Christian ethics and public life. The book analyzes key themes such as discipleship, costly grace, and



the role of the church in society. It positions Bonhoeffer as a vital figure for understanding faith in
the context of political and social challenges.

5. Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Witness to Jesus Christ
This concise biography by Geffrey B. Kelly and F. Burton Nelson focuses on Bonhoeffer’s identity as
a faithful witness to Christ amid oppression. It highlights his theological reflections and his
involvement in the Confessing Church’s resistance to Nazi ideology. The book provides a clear
overview suitable for readers new to Bonhoeffer’s life and thought.

6. Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy - Study Guide
Also by Eric Metaxas, this study guide complements the main biography by offering discussion
questions, thematic explorations, and historical context. It is designed for group study or individual
reflection, helping readers engage more deeply with Bonhoeffer’s life and message. The guide
facilitates a richer understanding of his complex character and courageous actions.

7. Letters and Papers from Prison
A collection of Bonhoeffer’s letters and writings during his imprisonment by the Nazis, this book
offers a personal glimpse into his thoughts and faith in the face of death. These writings reveal his
reflections on Christian community, suffering, and hope. They are essential for understanding the
spiritual depth behind Bonhoeffer’s resistance.

8. Dietrich Bonhoeffer: A Life in Pictures and Documents
This visual biography combines photographs, documents, and narrative to present Bonhoeffer’s life
story in a compelling format. It offers readers a tangible connection to historical moments and
personal experiences that shaped Bonhoeffer’s journey. The book is ideal for those interested in a
more immersive and illustrative biography.

9. Bonhoeffer’s Ethics: The Challenge of Nazi Germany
Clifton R. Clarke examines Bonhoeffer’s ethical thought within the context of Nazi Germany’s moral
crisis. The book analyzes how Bonhoeffer’s theology confronted issues of obedience, justice, and
resistance. It provides a detailed exploration of the practical implications of Bonhoeffer’s ethics
during one of history’s darkest periods.
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when much of the world was either enticed with or entrapped by fascism, Dietrich Bonhoeffer dared
to live the morally responsible Christian life to its most expressive, and tragic, end. As a
theologically rooted opponent to National Socialism, and later as a member of the political
resistance against Nazism, Bonhoeffer was recognized as a leader even by his enemies and was
hanged by the Gestapo in 1945. His legacy has inspired many and has demonstrated his landmark
life and works to be among the most important of the twentieth century and the most relevant for
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our times ahead. This celebrated biography of Dietrich Bonhoeffer by Eberhard BethgeBonhoeffer's
friend, pupil, close associate and relative by marriagehas been fully reviewed, corrected, and
clarified by leading Bonhoeffer scholar Victoria Barnett for this new edition of the classic and
definitive work. With previous sections updated and expanded, and entirely new sections on
Bonhoeffer's childhood never before seen in English, this edition is sure to be the most accurate and
inspiring textual rendering of Bonhoeffer to date.
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Letters and Papers from Prison Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
2013-01-25 One of the great classics of prison literature, Letters and Papers from Prison effectively
serves as the last will and testament of the Lutheran theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, executed by the
Nazis after incarceration in Tegel Prison. Acute and subtle, warm and perceptive, yet also
profoundly moving, the documents collectively tell a very human story of loss, of courage, and of
hope. Now reissued with a new Preface, by one of his leading interpreters. Bonhoeffer's story seems
as vitally relevant, as politically prophetic, and as theologically significant, as it did yesterday.
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Letters and Papers from Prison
Martin E. Marty, 2011-02-07 From National Book Award–winning author Martin Marty, the
surprising story of a Christian classic born in a Nazi prison cell For fascination, influence,
inspiration, and controversy, Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Letters and Papers from Prison is unmatched by
any other book of Christian reflection written in the twentieth century. A Lutheran pastor and
theologian, Bonhoeffer spent two years in Nazi prisons before being executed at age thirty-nine, just
a month before the German surrender, for his role in the plot to kill Hitler. The posthumous Letters
and Papers from Prison has had a tremendous impact on both Christian and secular thought since it
was first published in 1951, and has helped establish Bonhoeffer's reputation as one of the most
important Protestant thinkers of the twentieth century. In this, the first history of the book's
remarkable global career, National Book Award-winning author Martin Marty tells how and why
Letters and Papers from Prison has been read and used in such dramatically different ways, from the
cold war to today. In his late letters, Bonhoeffer raised tantalizing questions about the role of
Christianity and the church in an increasingly secular world. Marty tells the story of how, in the
1960s and the following decades, these provocative ideas stirred a wide range of thinkers and
activists, including civil rights and antiapartheid campaigners, death-of-God theologians, and East
German Marxists. In the process of tracing the eventful and contested history of Bonhoeffer's book,
Marty provides a compelling new perspective on religious and secular life in the postwar era.
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Bonhoeffer Eric Metaxas, 2010
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Strange Glory Charles Marsh, 2014-04-29 In the decades
since his execution by the Nazis in 1945, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German pastor, theologian, and
anti-Hitler conspirator, has become one of the most widely read and inspiring Christian thinkers of
our time. Now, drawing on extensive new research, Strange Glory offers a definitive account, by
turns majestic and intimate, of this modern icon. The scion of a grand family that rarely went to
church, Dietrich decided as a thirteen-year-old to become a theologian. By twenty-one, the rather
snobbish and awkward young man had already written a dissertation hailed by Karl Barth as a
“theological miracle.” But it was only the first step in a lifelong effort to recover an authentic and
orthodox Christianity from the dilutions of liberal Protestantism and the modern idolatries of blood
and nation—which forces had left the German church completely helpless against the onslaught of
Nazism. From the start, Bonhoeffer insisted that the essence of Christianity was not its abstract
precepts but the concrete reality of the shared life in Christ. In 1930, his search for that true
fellowship led Bonhoeffer to America for ten fateful months in the company of social reformers,
Harlem churchmen, and public intellectuals. Energized by the lived faith he had seen, he would now
begin to make what he later saw as his definitive “turn from the phraseological to the real.” He went
home with renewed vocation and took up ministry among Berlin’s downtrodden while trying to find
his place in the hoary academic establishment increasingly captive to nationalist fervor. With the
rise of Hitler, however, Bonhoeffer’s journey took yet another turn. The German church was
Nazified, along with every other state-sponsored institution. But it was the Nuremberg laws that set



Bonhoeffer’s earthly life on an ineluctable path toward destruction. His denunciation of the race
statutes as heresy and his insistence on the church’s moral obligation to defend all victims of state
violence, regardless of race or religion, alienated him from what would become the Reich church
and even some fellow resistors. Soon the twenty-seven-year-old pastor was one of the most
conspicuous dissidents in Germany. He would carry on subverting the regime and bearing Christian
witness, whether in the pastorate he assumed in London, the Pomeranian monastery he established
to train dissenting ministers, or in the worldwide ecumenical movement. Increasingly, though,
Bonhoeffer would find himself a voice crying in the wilderness, until, finally, he understood that true
moral responsibility obliged him to commit treason, for which he would pay with his life. Charles
Marsh brings Bonhoeffer to life in his full complexity for the first time. With a keen understanding of
the multifaceted writings, often misunderstood, as well as the imperfect man behind the saintly
image, here is a nuanced, exhilarating, and often heartrending portrait that lays bare Bonhoeffer’s
flaws and inner torment, as well as the friendships and the faith that sustained and finally redeemed
him. Strange Glory is a momentous achievement.
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Dietrich Bonhoeffer 1906-1945 Ferdinand Schlingensiepen,
2010-06-03 `An important contribution to our understanding of the period.---The Catholic Herald --
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: The Wisdom and Witness of Dietrich Bonhoeffer Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, Wayne W. Floyd, 2000 The witness and ideas of theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer continue
to gain attention and interest fifty years after his execution by the Nazis for his involvement in a plot
to assassinate Adolf Hitler. Forged in the crucible of his struggle against Nazism, Bonhoeffer's
striking notions of religionless Christianity, costly grace, and direct religious engagement with
political forces - along with his own martyrdom - still speak directly to the situation of Christians and
Christianity now. Crystallized in fifty passages, Bonhoeffer's key insights are here powerfully
presented, along with meditations by Bonhoeffer scholar and churchman Wayne Whitson Floyd that
address their meaning and significance for today.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by
Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Dietrich Bonhoeffer Elizabeth Raum, 2003-09-03 Nazi
Germany produced an unusual group of Christian martyrs--among them, the nun philosopher Edith
Stein, the mystical philosopher Simone Weil, and the peasant conscientious objector Hans
JSgerstatter--but perhaps none so complex as the Lutheran theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Born into
a large upper-middle-class, professional family that was not particularly devout or observant (his
father was one of the leading psychiatrists in Germany), Dietrich early in life decided he wanted to
be a Christian theologian. Yet his family background and connections insured that he wouldn't be
one in the narrow mold of so many of his colleagues. Opportunities for travel-to Spain, North Africa.
Mexico, Cuba, America (twice), and England (often)-gave him a broad horizon of possibilities. The
greatest thing about America for him was his experiences in Harlem and his friendships with African
Americans. His great regret was that he missed an opportunity to travel to India to meet Gandhi. He
was one of the few German churchmen who spoke forthrightly against the persecution of Jews as
Jews and not merely of Christians of Jewish descent. (How much of this was due to his beloved,
90-year-old grandmother Sophie, who defied the Nazi ban on shopping in Jewish stores? I buy the
things I need where I like.) His family connections drew him into a dangerous double game. His
employment as a member of the Counterintelligence Office of the High Command of the Armed
Forces enabled him to continue work as a pastor and seminary director. It allowed him to travel
abroad, where he worked for a negotiated peace. And it eventually drew him into the plot to kill
Hitler-an ethical stand which many German Christians of his generation couldn't understand or
forgive. He was executed on 9 April 1945, three weeks before Hitler committed suicide. He was
thirty-nine years old.The life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer has been told at great length and in magnificent
detail by his younger colleague, Eberhard Bethge. It's a biography that will never be surpassed but
which only the most devoted will have the perseverance to read. Elizabeth Raum has retold the story
concisely and readably for a whole new generation of readers.
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Dietrich Bonhoeffer Eberhard Bethge, 2000



  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: The Doubled Life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer Diane Reynolds,
2017-02-23 Few twentieth-century theologians have had a bigger impact than Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a
man who lived his faith and died at the hands of the Nazis. For Bonhoeffer, the theological was the
personal: life and faith were deeply intertwined - and to thisday the world is inspired by that witness.
Yet the true story of the women in this remarkable man's life has until now been obscured by a
conventional narrative that has distorted their role. Using primary sources written by the women in
his life, and even including the first ever photo of alleged 'first fiancee' Elisabeth Zinn, this book
'sees' these women fully for the first time. A highly readable but scholarly work of narrative
nonfiction, The Doubled Life places Bonhoeffer's theology of love and sexuality within the context of
his struggles with women, friendship, and the evils of Nazi Germany.
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: A Testament to Freedom Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1990 Dietrich
Bonhoeffer was just thirty-nine years old when he was executed by the Nazis in 1945, yet his
influence on Christian theology and life has been enormous. A testament to freedom takes readers
along a biographical-historical journey that follows Bonhoeffer through the various stages of his life
and career, including his final years in the underground resistance against the Nazi government and
his subsequent martyrdom. This book features previously untranslated writings, sermons, and
selections from his letters spanning his entire pastoral-theological career, including his prison
letters
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Bonhoeffer Student Edition Eric Metaxas, 2015-05-05
Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy In his New York Times bestseller Bonhoeffer,author Eric
Metaxas presents the fullest account of Bonhoeffer's heart-wrenching 1939 decision to leave the safe
haven of America for Hitler's Germany. Now abridged and adapted in student-friendly language,
Bonhoeffer, Student Edition tells the story of one of Christianity’s most courageous heroes. The
student edition will share Bonhoeffer’s inspirational testimony with children in a compelling and
relatable way. Young readers will enjoy learning about the fascinating life of the man who had the
courage to follow his convictions into Nazi Germany and stand up for others because of his radical
faith. Trim Size: 5.5 x 8.375
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Radical Integrity Michael Van Dyke, 2012-06-01 You’ll be
inspired by this story of a German pastor and theologian who gave his life to oppose Adolf Hitler and
his Nazi regime. Born into a prominent German family, Dietrich Bonhoeffer died in a Nazi prison
camp, hanged for his plot against the man who’d plunged the world into war. Find out what made
Dietrich Bonhoeffer the man he was—compassionate minister, brilliant thinker, opponent of the
heresies of Nazism and Aryan superiority. This easy-to-read biography details both Bonhoeffer’s life
and his powerful theology—of “cheap” versus “costly” grace.
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Dietrich Bonhoeffer; Modern Spirituality Series Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, 1992-08
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Till the Night be Past Theodore J. Kleinhans, 2002 A highly
readable biography and an introduction to the work and world of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, this book
gathers many interesting details from the dozen or so books written by his family, friends, and
former students in the years immediately following his death at the hands of the Nazis.
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Love Letters from Cell 92 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Maria von
Wedemeyer, 1994 A collection of letters written between Maria von Wedemeyer and Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, while he was in prison before being executed for his part in a plot to assassinate Hitler.
The letters written by Dietrich show his passionate and romantic side.
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Bonhoeffer Bible Study Guide Eric Metaxas, 2014-02-11 In
this four-session video-based small group Bible study (DVD/digital video sold separately), New York
Times best-selling author Eric Metaxas will help you discover the major themes of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer’s writing and speaking and how he not only helped transform an entire faith community
in Germany during World War II, but how his beliefs continue to impact the Christian faith of people
throughout the world today. Filmed on location in Germany, Metaxas will take you on a religious
journey of Bonhoeffer’s faith and why it has captured so many people’s imaginations and how it has



inspired the Christian faith of so many today. Pulling themes from all of his major books, Metaxas
helps us understand why these spiritual truths meant so much to Bonhoeffer and how they can be an
inspiration and challenge to our faith. This study guide will lead you and your group deeper with
session-by-session discussion topics, personal reflection, and between-session studies to enhance the
group experience. Sessions include: What is the Church? Living in Christian Community Religionless
Christianity Come and Die Designed for use with the Bonhoeffer Video Guide (sold separately).
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Dietrich Bonhoeffer Renate Wind, 1992-04 Vividly and
concisely written, critical as well as appreciative, and containing material never before published in
English, this new biography paints a memorable portrait of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the great German
theologian hanged by the Nazis in 1945. Portraying the complexity of Bonhoeffer's personality and
the difficult, lonely course his life took, Wind especially brings out Bonhoeffer's early realization of
the horror of Nazi treatment of the Jews, and despite misunderstanding by fellow church members,
his brave involvement in the resistance against Hitler, his resolve to become a spoke in the wheel.
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: Bonhoeffer Eric Metaxas, 2012-12-31 From New York Times
bestselling author of Amazing Grace, a riveting biography of author/leader/martyr Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, the man who stood up to Hitler and inspired the world.
  dietrich bonhoeffer biography: The Life and Death of Dietrich Bonhoeffer Mary
Bosanquet, 1969 It's been said that Dietrich Bonhoeffer is the most quoted theologian in the modern
world. Certainly since his death Bonhoeffer's writings have had a wide and stimulating influence,
and the questions with which he wrestled during his last days in prison have proved to be among the
most profound and disturbing of our time. But the intensely lived and highly individual life out of
which his words were born, little more than the basic facts are known. Here is the first full life of
Bonhoeffer, which throws light not only upon the man, but also upon the catastrophic political and
religious events that made his life both a tragedy and a triumph.--Amazon.com.
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