
dietrich bonhoeffer resistance
dietrich bonhoeffer resistance represents one of the most compelling
narratives of moral courage and theological defiance during the Nazi era in
Germany. As a German Lutheran pastor, theologian, and anti-Nazi dissident,
Bonhoeffer's resistance was characterized by his outspoken opposition to
Adolf Hitler’s regime, his involvement in underground movements, and his
ultimate sacrifice. This article explores the multifaceted nature of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer resistance, examining his theological foundations, active
participation in resistance networks, and the consequences he faced.
Understanding Bonhoeffer’s resistance provides insight into the intersection
of faith and political activism during one of history’s darkest periods. The
following sections will detail his early life and beliefs, his role in the
Confessing Church, his clandestine activities, and his enduring legacy within
Christian resistance movements.
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Arrest, Imprisonment, and Martyrdom

Legacy and Influence of Dietrich Bonhoeffer Resistance

Early Life and Theological Foundations
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was born in 1906 into an intellectually prominent family
in Germany. His early education and theological training laid the groundwork
for his later resistance against the Nazi regime. Bonhoeffer studied theology
at the University of Tübingen and later at the University of Berlin, where he
developed a profound understanding of Christian ethics and the role of the
Church in society.

His theological outlook emphasized the responsibility of Christians to act in
accordance with justice and truth, even under oppressive political
conditions. This conviction became a cornerstone of his resistance efforts.

The Concept of "Cheap Grace" Versus "Costly Grace"
Central to Bonhoeffer’s theology was the critique of what he termed "cheap
grace"—the idea of grace without discipleship or sacrifice. He believed that
authentic Christian faith required costly grace, which involves true
commitment and sometimes personal suffering.



This concept directly informed his resistance to the Nazi ideology, which he
viewed as a false gospel promoting hatred and violence.

Influence of Christian Ethics and Pacifism
While Bonhoeffer initially advocated for pacifism, his engagement with the
realities of Nazi brutality led him to reconsider the ethical implications of
resistance. His writings reflect a nuanced approach to Christian ethics,
balancing the imperative to love one's neighbor with the necessity to oppose
evil actively.

Bonhoeffer and the Confessing Church
The Confessing Church emerged in response to the Nazi regime’s attempts to
control German Protestant churches by promoting the pro-Nazi "German
Christians" movement. Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a leading figure within this
movement of resistance, which sought to uphold the independence of the Church
and preserve orthodox Christian teachings.

Formation and Goals of the Confessing Church
The Confessing Church was established in 1934 as a reaction against the
Nazification of the German Protestant Church. Its members rejected the
state's interference in church affairs and opposed any theological compromise
with Nazi ideology.

Bonhoeffer’s role included preaching, teaching, and writing to galvanize
opposition within the Church against the regime’s demands.

The Barmen Declaration
The Barmen Declaration of 1934 was a foundational document of the Confessing
Church, affirming the sovereignty of Christ over the Church and rejecting the
Führer principle. Bonhoeffer supported this declaration as a clear
theological repudiation of Nazi attempts to co-opt Christian faith for
political purposes.

Involvement in the German Resistance
Dietrich Bonhoeffer resistance extended beyond theological opposition into
active participation in efforts to undermine the Nazi government. His
engagement with various resistance groups illustrated his commitment to
confronting tyranny directly.



Connections with Military and Civilian Resistance
Groups
Bonhoeffer used his position and international contacts to connect with
military officers and civilians who sought to overthrow Hitler. He played a
role in facilitating communication between resistance members inside and
outside Germany.

Role in the Abwehr and Espionage Activities
In 1942, Bonhoeffer joined the Abwehr, the German military intelligence
service, which was a hub for resistance operatives. Through this involvement,
he assisted in covert operations, including efforts to rescue Jews and
undermine Nazi plans.

Support for Jewish Refugees and Escape Plans
Bonhoeffer actively helped Jewish individuals escape persecution. He was
involved in organizing false documents and escape routes, demonstrating that
his resistance was both ideological and practical.

Arrest, Imprisonment, and Martyrdom
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s resistance activities eventually led to his arrest by
the Gestapo in 1943. His subsequent imprisonment and execution epitomize the
high cost of standing against tyranny.

Charges and Trial
Bonhoeffer was charged with conspiracy to commit treason. His trial was part
of the broader crackdown on resistance members following failed assassination
attempts against Hitler.

Time in Prison
During his imprisonment, Bonhoeffer continued to write theological
reflections and letters that have since become influential. His prison
writings reveal a deep spiritual resilience and unwavering commitment to
justice.



Execution and Lasting Impact
Bonhoeffer was executed by hanging in April 1945, just weeks before the end
of World War II in Europe. His martyrdom has since been recognized as a
powerful testament to the courage of conscience and the role of faith in
political resistance.

Legacy and Influence of Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Resistance
The legacy of Dietrich Bonhoeffer resistance continues to resonate in
theological, ethical, and political discourse worldwide. His life and work
serve as a paradigm of principled resistance to injustice.

Influence on Post-War Theology and Ethics
Bonhoeffer’s writings have profoundly influenced post-war Christian theology,
particularly in areas concerning discipleship, ethics, and the relationship
between church and state.

Inspiration for Modern Resistance Movements
His example inspires contemporary movements that confront oppression and
injustice, emphasizing the necessity of moral courage and active engagement.

Recognition and Commemoration
Various institutions, memorials, and academic programs honor Bonhoeffer’s
contributions. His life is studied in seminaries and universities worldwide,
underscoring the enduring relevance of his resistance.

Active theological opposition to Nazism

Leadership in the Confessing Church

Engagement with covert resistance and espionage

Support for persecuted Jews and rescue efforts

Martyrdom as a symbol of faith-driven resistance



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Dietrich Bonhoeffer and what role did he
play in the resistance against Nazi Germany?
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German theologian and pastor who actively opposed
the Nazi regime. He was involved in the German resistance movement,
particularly through his participation in plots to overthrow Adolf Hitler and
his outspoken criticism of Nazi policies.

What were the main motivations behind Dietrich
Bonhoeffer's resistance to the Nazis?
Bonhoeffer's resistance was motivated by his deep Christian faith and moral
conviction that the Nazi regime's actions, including persecution and
genocide, were fundamentally evil. He believed it was his duty to oppose
injustice and protect the oppressed.

How did Dietrich Bonhoeffer contribute to the
resistance while working within the church?
While serving as a pastor and theologian, Bonhoeffer used his position to
speak out against Nazi ideology, support persecuted Jews, and help organize
efforts to aid refugees. He also participated in the Confessing Church, which
resisted Nazi interference in German Protestant churches.

What consequences did Dietrich Bonhoeffer face for
his involvement in resistance activities?
Bonhoeffer was arrested by the Gestapo in 1943 due to his involvement in
plots to assassinate Hitler and his resistance activities. He was imprisoned
for nearly two years before being executed by hanging in April 1945, shortly
before the end of World War II.

How is Dietrich Bonhoeffer's resistance legacy
remembered and honored today?
Bonhoeffer is remembered as a symbol of courageous Christian resistance
against tyranny. His writings, including "The Cost of Discipleship," continue
to inspire people worldwide. Numerous memorials, churches, and institutions
bear his name, honoring his moral courage and sacrifice.

Additional Resources
1. Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy



This biography by Eric Metaxas provides a detailed account of Bonhoeffer’s
life, focusing on his resistance against the Nazi regime. It explores his
theological insights, his role in the Confessing Church, and his involvement
in the plot to assassinate Hitler. The book presents Bonhoeffer as a complex
figure whose faith compelled him to take bold and risky actions.

2. Bonhoeffer: Pastor and Martyr
Written by Eberhard Bethge, a close friend of Bonhoeffer, this book offers an
intimate and scholarly look at Bonhoeffer’s life and resistance efforts.
Bethge draws from personal letters and diaries to portray Bonhoeffer’s
spiritual journey and his courageous stand against tyranny. The narrative
highlights the moral and ethical challenges Bonhoeffer faced.

3. Conspiracy and Faith: The Resistance of Dietrich Bonhoeffer
This work examines Bonhoeffer’s involvement in the German resistance,
focusing on the ethical dilemmas of conspiracy and violence. It analyzes how
Bonhoeffer reconciled his Christian faith with participation in a plot to
overthrow Hitler. The book provides insights into the theological debates
surrounding resistance.

4. Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Ethics
Geoffrey B. Kelly and F. Burton Nelson explore Bonhoeffer’s ethical theology
and how it informed his resistance activities. The book discusses key
concepts such as costly grace and responsible action in the face of evil.
Readers gain an understanding of how Bonhoeffer’s moral philosophy
underpinned his opposition to Nazism.

5. Bonhoeffer and the Resistance: Theology, Ethics, and Politics in Nazi
Germany
This collection of essays delves into the intersection of Bonhoeffer’s
theology and his political resistance. Contributors analyze his role within
the Confessing Church and the wider resistance movement. The book
contextualizes Bonhoeffer’s actions within the broader struggles against
totalitarianism.

6. Letters and Papers from Prison
A compilation of Bonhoeffer’s letters and writings from his imprisonment,
this book reveals his reflections on faith, hope, and resistance. The
personal documents provide a window into his inner life and steadfast
commitment despite imminent death. It is an essential resource for
understanding the spiritual dimension of his resistance.

7. Bonhoeffer: A Theology of Sociality
This book discusses Bonhoeffer’s understanding of community and social
responsibility as a basis for resistance. It explores how his theological
ideas about living in relation to others motivated his stand against
injustice. The work links Bonhoeffer’s social thought with his practical
resistance efforts.

8. Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Nazi State
This historical study focuses on the complex relationship between Bonhoeffer



and the Nazi government. It details his early opposition, involvement with
the Confessing Church, and eventual participation in resistance plots. The
book sheds light on the risks Bonhoeffer took and the consequences he faced.

9. The Cost of Discipleship
One of Bonhoeffer’s most famous works, this theological treatise emphasizes
the necessity of costly grace and active discipleship. While not solely about
resistance, it provides foundational ideas that inspired Bonhoeffer’s
opposition to Nazi ideology. The book challenges readers to consider the
demands of faith in the face of evil.
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  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: Dietrich Bonhoeffer Larry L. Rasmussen, 1970
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: Bonhoeffer on Resistance Michael P. DeJonge, 2018-08-16
Bonhoeffer thought and wrote a great deal about political life, but he did so neither as a political
theorist nor a political activist but rather as a Christian pastor and theologian. Most of what he said
about political resistance was said as a theologian, as one speaking on behalf of the church. For this
reason, his thinking about political resistance can only be understood in the broader context of his
theology. Bonhoeffer on Resistance provides an account of Bonhoeffer's resistance thinking as a
whole. This involves placing his thinking about violent political resistance in the context of his
thinking about resistance of all kinds; placing his thinking about political resistance of all kinds into
the context of his thinking about political life in general; and, ultimately, placing his thinking about
political life in the broader context of his theology, his thinking about the whole world and God's
relationship to it. To establish the conceptual background necessary for understanding Bonhoeffer's
resistance thinking, Michael P. DeJonge begins with a brief account of the theological story in which
Bonhoeffer imbeds his account of political life: the story of God's creation of the world, the fall of
that world into sin, and the redemption of that world in Christ. He introduces some specifically
Lutheran accents to Bonhoeffer's theology that are essential for understanding his political vision,
such as the doctrine of justification and the distinction between law and gospel. DeJonge then
transitions from Bonhoeffer's theology into his political thinking by presenting the basic conceptual
structures he employs when thinking through most political issues. Two important agents or
institutions in political life are church and state, and DeJonge presents Bonhoeffer's account of these
in light of the material presented in the previous chapters. The volume then presents Bonhoeffer's
resistance thinking and activity, which can be considered from two overlapping perspectives, one
chronological and the other systematic. This study shows that Bonhoeffer has a systematic,
differentiated, and well-developed vision of political activity and resistance.
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: Dietrich Bonhoeffer 1906-1945 Ferdinand
Schlingensiepen, 2010-06-03 `An important contribution to our understanding of the period.---The
Catholic Herald --
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Theology, and Political Resistance W.
David Hall, , Lori Brandt Hale, 2020-06-15 In 1945, Dietrich Bonhoeffer—a theologian and
pastor—was executed by the Nazis for his resistance to their unspeakable crimes against humanity.
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He was only 39 years old when he died, but Bonhoeffer left behind volumes of work exploring
theological and ethical themes that have now inspired multiple generations of scholars, students,
pastors, and activists. This book highlights the ways Dietrich Bonhoeffer's work informs political
theology and examines Bonhoeffer's contributions in three ways: historical-critical interpretation,
critical-constructive engagement, and constructive-practical application. With contributions from a
broad array of scholars from around the world, chapters range from historical analysis of
Bonhoeffer’s early political resistance language to accounts of Bonhoeffer-inspired, front-line
resistance to white supremacists in Charlottesville, VA. This volume speaks to the ongoing relevance
of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s work and life in and out of the academy.
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: Theological-political Resistance Ralf Retter, 2008 It is still
controversial what motives and goals the German resistance against Hitler had. This book focuses on
two outstanding resistance fighters who acted on the borders between the opposition of the
Protestant Church and the political resistance -- Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the diplomat Hans-Bernd
von Haeften. It outlines their motives for opposing Hitler and their decision to join the plot to
assassinate him. This book reveals many similarities between Bonhoeffer and von Haeften, who gave
their lives for their convictions, and underlines their significance in the resistance movement. Their
resistance constitutes a shining example of responsible action, courage and faith.
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: The Cup of Wrath Mary Glazener, 1992
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: Theologian of Resistance Christiane Tietz, 2016 Since
Dietrich Bonhoeffers death in 1945, he has continued to fascinate and compel readers as a
theologian, witness, and martyr. In this new biography, Christiane Tietz masterfully portrays the
interconnectedness of Bonhoeffers life and thought, theology and politics, discipleship, witness, and
resistance, tracing the path from his childhood to his imprisonment and execution. Brief, lucid, and
accessible, Tietzs new account brings Bonhoeffers story and work to life in a vivid retelling,
unfolding his important and widely read texts in the process. The volume also includes previously
unseen pictures.
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: Dietrich Bonhoeffer Larry Rasmussen, Renata Bethge,
2016-05-15 Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) remains the most seminal theologian of those whose
work was forged and tested in the worst years of the twentieth century. A German who loved his
country and culture, and who mourned its crimes and actively resisted them, his ethic was wholly
contextual, attuned to what he must do in his own land as a disciple of Jesus Christ. He might have
been surprised to find that a half-century and more later his work has been widely appropriated by
others in different circumstances for their exercise of Christian responsibility. This volume of essays
is one example of Bonhoeffer's ongoing relevance. Rasmussen engages Luther, Barth, Niebuhr,
Hauerwas, Yoder, and Berrigan as a way to illuminate aspects of Bonhoeffer's ethics. He also
compares the post-holocaust theology of Rabbi Greenberg with Bonhoeffer's own treatment of divine
presence and human responsibility in a world that has come of age. One essay, The Meaning of the
Theology of the Cross for Social Ethics in the World Today, pulls the main themes of the book
together. This 2016 edition also includes a new chapter, which relates Bonhoeffer's ethics to the
current environmental crisis.
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: Friendship and Resistance Eberhard Bethge, 1995
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: Dietrich Bonhoeffer Elianna Montgomery, 2025-07-22 What
does it mean to live with courage when the world feels broken? Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Courage, Faith,
and Resistance explores that question through the bold, sacrificial life of one of the 20th century’s
most courageous Christian thinkers. Bonhoeffer lived—and died—by an unflinching call to costly
grace. In a time when silence often equals complicity, and faith risks being reduced to comfort or
convenience, his radical example challenges us to stand firm, speak truth, and live boldly. This book
takes you beyond history textbooks and dusty theology, plunging into the heart of Bonhoeffer’s
fearless life and transformative ideas—and why they matter now more than ever. From resisting
tyranny to reimagining faith in a “religionless” world, Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Courage, Faith, and
Resistance offers a powerful lens for navigating today’s fractured society. You’ll discover how to: •



Face injustice with courage, not silence • Build authentic community in a disconnected world • Live
your faith publicly—not privately or politically • Find hope and joy even amid hardship Each chapter
invites you to wrestle with tough questions and explore what discipleship really costs in a world
hungry for truth and justice. If you’re ready to stop playing it safe and start living your faith with
fierce conviction, Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Courage, Faith, and Resistance is the book for you.
Bonhoeffer’s life isn’t just history—it’s a blazing challenge to step out of comfort and into courage.
Are you willing to answer the call?
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Resistance Sabine Dramm,
2009 Drawing on newly available diaries, transcripts, reminiscences ofparticipants, and archives,
Sabine Dramm has thoroughly researched andwritten a new, more detailed, and comprehensive
view of DietrichBonhoeffer's role in the resistance against Adolf Hitler and theconspiracy on his life.
Dramm's work explores the double life thatBonhoeffer led from the time of his return to Germany in
1939, digsinto the activities that Bonhoeffer undertook for the resistance,details just how extensive
the network of conspirators was amongBonhoeffer's friends and family, and for the first time really
showshow and why the whole family was drawn into resistance.
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: The Cup of Wrath Mary Glazener, 1994
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: A Testament to Freedom Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1995-03-31
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was only thirty-nine years old when he was executed in a Nazi concentration
camp in 1945, yet his courage, vision, and brilliance have greatly influenced the twentieth-century
Church and theology. Particularly through his bestselling classic, The Cost of Discipleship,
Bonhoeffer profoundly shaped such minds and movements as Martin Luther King, Jr., and Leonardo
Boff, civil rights and leberation theology. A Testament to Freedom, completely revised and expanded
for this edition, includes previously untranslated writings, excerpts from major books, sermons, and
selected letters spanning the years of Bonhoeffer's pastoral and theological career. This magnificent
volume takes readers on a historical and biographical journey that follows Bonhoeffer through the
various stages of his life--as teacher, ecumenist, pastor, preacher, seminary director, prophet in the
Nazi era and, finally, as martyr in pursuit of peace and justice.
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: Dietrich Bonhoeffer and a Theology of the Exception Kevin
O’Farrell, 2023-11-30 Engaging with the many debates about the meaning and character of
Bonhoeffer's late resistance theology and action, particularly as it relates to his participation in the
attempted coup d'état against Hitler, this book attends to Bonhoeffer's understanding of the
exception. Resisting the common reduction of the exception to a political or ethical concept,
O'Farrell argues that the exception for Bonhoeffer is an extraordinary moment in history that
disarms persons, impinging on one's understanding of politics and ethics. Through a wide
engagement with the Bonhoeffer corpus, this book claims that this leads to distinctive narrations of
key concepts in Bonhoeffer's corpus: responsibility, the free venture, simple obedience, and action
beyond the law. It also offers a different portrait of Bonhoeffer to contemporary narrations. The
Bonhoeffer that emerges is neither a Niebuhrian realist, a pacifist, or a religious fanatic, but one
who is impelled to act apart from the law without this action becoming arbitrary. This Bonhoeffer
provides a hopeful political witness that seeks a world beyond the conflicts and divisions of this age.
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: Radical Integrity Michael Van Dyke, 2012-06-01 You’ll be
inspired by this story of a German pastor and theologian who gave his life to oppose Adolf Hitler and
his Nazi regime. Born into a prominent German family, Dietrich Bonhoeffer died in a Nazi prison
camp, hanged for his plot against the man who’d plunged the world into war. Find out what made
Dietrich Bonhoeffer the man he was—compassionate minister, brilliant thinker, opponent of the
heresies of Nazism and Aryan superiority. This easy-to-read biography details both Bonhoeffer’s life
and his powerful theology—of “cheap” versus “costly” grace.
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: The Collected Sermons of Dietrich Bonhoeffer Victoria J.
Barnett, 2017-10-15 In his preaching, Dietrich Bonhoeffer‘s strong, personal faith--the foundation for
everything he did--shines in the darkness of Hitler‘s Third Reich and in the church struggle against
it. Though not overtly political, Bonhoeffer‘s deep concern for the developments in his world is



revealed in his sermons as he seeks to draw the listener into conversation with the promises and
claims of the gospel-a conversation readers today are invited to join.
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) Charles Craig Lantz,
2019-05-21 Dietrich Bonhoeffer is perhaps one of the greatest theologians of the 20th century. Born
into a wealthy family it was natural for Dietrich to cut his own unique path in life. He found his way
studying theology at the University of Berlin, Germany. His rise to fame came because he spoke out
against tyranny and oppression of his brothers and sisters (Jews) who were being persecuted by
Hitler's Nazi regime. As a gifted writer, preacher, and leader of people, he developed a private and
illegal seminary where he educated his students in the faith of Jesus and secretly taught pacifism.
However, the Gestapo would soon put a stop to this educational outpost and shut it down and ban
Bonhoeffer from publishing or speaking in the Third Reich. This pushed Bonhoeffer over the edge
and he found himself in wrapped up in a military conspiracy to abolish Hitler. This book is about his
theological training that prepared him in his life of faith, and how he developed a justification of
resistance to violent tyranny that was running rampant in Germany through Hitler's Nazi War
Machine. This book will focus on two concepts in Bonhoeffer's thought: FAITH and RESISTANCE.
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: Dietrich Bonhoeffer Sabine Dramm, 2016 Although Dietrich
Bonhoeffer's passionate life and dramatic death are familiar territory, this book examines his vibrant
Christian faith and his profound yet practical theological thinking, as found in his own writings.
Sabine Dramm explores Bonhoeffer's sermons, letters, articles, and books. She offers her readers an
outstanding introduction to the breadth of his writing and the depth of his theological thinking.
Dramm also traces how Bonhoeffer's beliefs and understandings led to his active resistance to the
Nazi regime, culminating in espionage, the establishment of alternate church groups, and
conspiracy to assassinate Hitler. -- back of book.
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: No Ordinary Men Fritz Stern, Elisabeth Sifton, 2013-09-17
The fascinating story of two courageous opponents in Hitler’s Germany who both bravely resisted
the Nazis—for World War II history buffs and fans of little-known histories. “A story that needs to be
heard.” —Library Journal During the twelve years of Hitler’s Third Reich, very few Germans took the
risk of actively opposing his tyranny and terror, and fewer still did so to protect the sanctity of law
and faith. In No Ordinary Men, Elisabeth Sifton and Fritz Stern focus on two remarkable,
courageous men who did—the pastor and theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer and his close friend and
brother-in-law Hans von Dohnanyi—and offer new insights into the fearsome difficulties that
resistance entailed. (Not forgotten is Christine Bonhoeffer Dohnanyi, Hans’s wife and Dietrich’s
sister, who was indispensable to them both.) From the start Bonhoeffer opposed the Nazi efforts to
bend Germany’s Protestant churches to Hitler’s will, while Dohnanyi, a lawyer in the Justice Ministry
and then in the Wehrmacht’s counterintelligence section, helped victims, kept records of Nazi
crimes to be used as evidence once the regime fell, and was an important figure in the various
conspiracies to assassinate Hitler. The strength of their shared commitment to these
undertakings—and to the people they were helping—endured even after their arrest in April 1943
and until, after great suffering, they were executed on Hitler’s express orders in April 1945, just
weeks before the Third Reich collapsed. Bonhoeffer’s posthumously published Letters and Papers
from Prison and other writings found a wide international audience, but Dohnanyi’s work is scarcely
known, though it was crucial to the resistance and he was the one who drew Bonhoeffer into the
anti-Hitler plots. Sifton and Stern offer dramatic new details and interpretations in their account of
the extraordinary efforts in which the two jointly engaged. No Ordinary Men honors both
Bonhoeffer’s human decency and his theological legacy, as well as Dohnanyi’s preservation of the
highest standard of civic virtue in an utterly corrupted state.
  dietrich bonhoeffer resistance: "After Ten Years" Victoria J. Barnett, 2017-10-15 How does
one read the signs of the times? What does it mean to resist? How do we engage faithfully in
struggle? Dietrich Bonhoeffer has achieved iconic status as one who epitomizes what it means to
struggle and resist tyranny and fascism and how one acts in faithful witness as a religious and
political commitment. Bonhoeffer‘s witness and example is more relevant than ever. A testimony to



that is a crucial essay penned by Bonhoeffer in 1942; After Ten Years is a succinct and sober
reflection, and remains one of the best descriptions ever written about what happened to the
German people under National Socialism. This volume presents this timely and unique essay in a
fresh translation and a penetrating introduction and analysis of the importance of this essay-in
Bonhoeffer‘s time and now in our own.
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