
disability rights

disability rights are fundamental protections and entitlements designed to
ensure that individuals with disabilities receive equal opportunities and
fair treatment in society. These rights encompass a broad range of legal,
social, and economic measures aimed at eliminating discrimination and
promoting accessibility in various aspects of life, including education,
employment, healthcare, and public services. Understanding disability rights
is crucial for fostering inclusive communities where people with disabilities
can participate fully and independently. This article provides an in-depth
exploration of disability rights, covering their historical development, key
legislation, challenges faced by the disabled community, and ongoing efforts
to enhance inclusion and accessibility. By examining these critical topics,
readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the significance and scope
of disability rights today.
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Historical Context of Disability Rights
The history of disability rights is marked by a gradual shift from exclusion
and segregation to inclusion and equal opportunity. In earlier centuries,
individuals with disabilities were often marginalized, institutionalized, or
subjected to discriminatory practices. The disability rights movement emerged
in the mid-20th century, inspired by broader civil rights activism aiming to
secure social justice and equal treatment. This movement sought to challenge
societal perceptions, promote self-advocacy, and demand legislative reforms
that would guarantee accessibility and nondiscrimination for people with
disabilities.

The Evolution of Social Attitudes
Social attitudes toward disability have evolved significantly over time.
Initially, disabilities were often misunderstood and stigmatized, viewed
through lenses of charity or medical deficit. The disability rights movement
helped shift these perceptions by emphasizing the social model of disability,



which focuses on the removal of societal barriers rather than the
individual's physical or mental impairments. This paradigm change has been
instrumental in shaping modern disability rights policies and practices.

Milestones in Disability Activism
Key milestones in disability activism include protests, legal challenges, and
the establishment of advocacy organizations. Notable events such as the 504
Sit-in in 1977, where activists protested for the enforcement of Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act, highlighted the demand for enforceable disability
rights. These efforts paved the way for comprehensive legislation and
increased public awareness of disability issues.

Key Legislation Protecting Disability Rights
Disability rights are supported by a robust legal framework designed to
prevent discrimination and promote accessibility. Legislation at both the
federal and state levels plays a crucial role in safeguarding the rights of
people with disabilities across various domains.

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
Enacted in 1990, the Americans with Disabilities Act is a landmark civil
rights law that prohibits discrimination based on disability in employment,
public accommodations, transportation, and government services. The ADA
mandates reasonable accommodations, accessibility standards, and equal
access, significantly improving the quality of life for millions of Americans
with disabilities.

Other Important Laws and Regulations
Besides the ADA, several other laws contribute to the protection of
disability rights:

Rehabilitation Act of 1973: Prohibits discrimination in federally funded
programs and activities.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA): Ensures free
appropriate public education tailored to the needs of children with
disabilities.

Fair Housing Act: Prohibits discrimination in housing based on
disability.

Air Carrier Access Act: Prohibits discrimination in air travel.



Areas Impacted by Disability Rights
Disability rights influence many facets of daily life, from education and
employment to public transportation and healthcare. The goal is to create an
environment where individuals with disabilities can access the same
opportunities and services as others.

Education
In education, disability rights ensure that students with disabilities
receive appropriate accommodations and support services. Laws such as IDEA
mandate individualized education programs (IEPs) and inclusive learning
environments that accommodate diverse learning needs, promoting equal access
to quality education.

Employment
Employment protections under disability rights focus on preventing
discriminatory hiring practices and requiring reasonable accommodations in
the workplace. These provisions aim to eliminate barriers that hinder the
employment and advancement of individuals with disabilities, fostering
economic independence and empowerment.

Accessibility in Public Spaces
Physical and digital accessibility are key components of disability rights.
Public buildings, transportation systems, and websites are required to meet
accessibility standards to ensure that people with disabilities can navigate
and utilize these spaces independently and safely.

Challenges and Barriers Faced by People with
Disabilities
Despite significant advancements in disability rights, people with
disabilities continue to face numerous challenges and barriers that limit
full participation in society. These challenges are often systemic and
multifaceted.

Physical Barriers
Many public and private spaces still lack adequate accessibility features



such as ramps, elevators, and tactile signage. These physical barriers
prevent individuals with mobility, visual, or hearing impairments from
accessing essential services and opportunities.

Social and Attitudinal Barriers
Negative stereotypes, misconceptions, and stigma contribute to social
exclusion and discrimination. Attitudinal barriers can lead to unequal
treatment and reduced opportunities in education, employment, and social
interactions.

Economic Barriers
People with disabilities often experience higher rates of poverty and
unemployment due to inadequate workplace accommodations, limited access to
education, and discrimination. Economic barriers compound challenges related
to healthcare, housing, and independent living.

Advocacy and Future Directions in Disability
Rights
Ongoing advocacy efforts continue to push for the expansion and enforcement
of disability rights. These initiatives focus on closing gaps in
accessibility, promoting inclusive policies, and raising awareness about the
rights and capabilities of people with disabilities.

Role of Advocacy Organizations
Advocacy groups play a vital role in advancing disability rights through
lobbying, education, and legal action. These organizations work to influence
policy, provide resources for individuals with disabilities, and foster
community empowerment.

Technological Innovations Enhancing Accessibility
Advances in technology have the potential to significantly improve the lives
of people with disabilities. Assistive devices, adaptive software, and
accessible design in digital platforms contribute to greater independence and
inclusion.



Policy Trends and Global Perspectives
International frameworks such as the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) reflect a growing global commitment to
disability rights. Future policy trends emphasize intersectionality,
recognizing the diverse experiences of individuals with disabilities and the
need for tailored approaches.

Disability rights have evolved through significant historical activism1.
and legal milestones.

Comprehensive legislation like the ADA protects against discrimination2.
and promotes accessibility.

Rights impact essential areas including education, employment, and3.
public accessibility.

Despite progress, physical, social, and economic barriers persist for4.
many individuals.

Continued advocacy and technological advances are key to expanding and5.
enforcing disability rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are disability rights?
Disability rights are the legal protections and entitlements that ensure
individuals with disabilities have equal access to opportunities, resources,
and services, and are protected from discrimination based on their
disabilities.

What is the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)?
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a landmark civil rights law
enacted in 1990 that prohibits discrimination against people with
disabilities in areas such as employment, public accommodations,
transportation, and telecommunications.

How do disability rights impact employment?
Disability rights require employers to provide reasonable accommodations to
qualified employees with disabilities and prohibit discrimination in hiring,
promotion, and termination, ensuring equal employment opportunities.



What are reasonable accommodations in the context of
disability rights?
Reasonable accommodations are modifications or adjustments to a job, work
environment, or educational setting that enable individuals with disabilities
to perform their duties or access services effectively, without causing undue
hardship to the provider.

How do disability rights laws address accessibility
in public spaces?
Disability rights laws mandate that public spaces, buildings, transportation,
and services be accessible to people with disabilities, including features
like ramps, elevators, tactile signage, and accessible restrooms.

What role does the United Nations play in disability
rights?
The United Nations promotes disability rights globally through the Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), which sets international
standards to protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of human rights
by persons with disabilities.

How can schools support students with disabilities
under disability rights laws?
Schools are required to provide appropriate accommodations, individualized
education programs (IEPs), and support services to students with disabilities
to ensure equal access to education under laws like the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

What challenges do people with disabilities still
face despite disability rights laws?
Despite legal protections, people with disabilities often face challenges
such as social stigma, inadequate enforcement of laws, lack of accessible
infrastructure, limited employment opportunities, and disparities in
healthcare and education access.

Additional Resources
1. Disability Rights and Wrongs
This influential book by Tom Shakespeare challenges conventional perspectives
on disability and advocates for a social model that recognizes societal
barriers rather than individual impairments. It explores the complexities of
identity, discrimination, and inclusion, urging a shift in attitudes and



policies to foster true equality. The book is a foundational text in
disability studies and rights activism.

2. The Disability Rights Movement: From Charity to Confrontation
By Doris Zames Fleischer and Frieda Zames, this comprehensive history traces
the evolution of disability rights activism in the United States. It
highlights key legislation, landmark court cases, and grassroots movements
that transformed societal views and improved accessibility. The narrative
emphasizes the shift from pity-based charity to empowered advocacy.

3. No Pity: People with Disabilities Forging a New Civil Rights Movement
Joseph Shapiro’s groundbreaking work offers an in-depth look at the modern
disability rights movement. Through personal stories and investigative
reporting, the book exposes systemic discrimination and celebrates the
resilience of activists fighting for equality. It is both a call to action
and an informative account of ongoing struggles.

4. Crip Theory: Cultural Signs of Queerness and Disability
Robert McRuer’s book intersects disability studies with queer theory to
explore how societal norms marginalize both disabled and queer identities. It
challenges traditional narratives and proposes new frameworks for
understanding oppression and identity politics. The text is essential for
readers interested in the intersectionality of social justice movements.

5. Care Work: Dreaming Disability Justice
Edited by Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha, this collection centers the
experiences of disabled people of color and queer disabled activists. The
essays explore themes of care, community, and resistance, advocating for a
disability justice framework that goes beyond accessibility to address
systemic inequalities. It is a powerful call for inclusive and intersectional
activism.

6. Enabling Acts: The Hidden Story of How the Americans with Disabilities Act
Gave the Largest US Minority Its Rights
By Lennard J. Davis, this book provides a detailed history of the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) and its transformative impact on American
society. It highlights the political struggles, advocacy efforts, and legal
battles that led to the landmark legislation. The narrative underscores the
ADA’s role in shaping disability rights as civil rights.

7. Being Heumann: An Unrepentant Memoir of a Disability Rights Activist
Judith Heumann’s memoir recounts her lifelong fight for disability rights,
beginning with her experiences in school and extending through her work in
government and activism. Her story is both personal and political, offering
insights into the challenges disabled individuals face and the importance of
advocacy. It serves as an inspiring testament to perseverance and change.

8. Disability Visibility: First-Person Stories from the Twenty-First Century
Edited by Alice Wong, this anthology collects essays from a diverse range of
disabled writers who share their experiences and perspectives. The stories
cover topics such as identity, accessibility, and social justice, providing a



nuanced look at what it means to live with a disability today. The book
amplifies voices often marginalized in mainstream discourse.

9. Nothing About Us Without Us: Disability Oppression and Empowerment
Written by James I. Charlton, this book emphasizes the principle that no
policy or decision should be made about disabled people without their direct
involvement. It explores the history of disability oppression and the rise of
the disability rights movement as a form of empowerment and self-advocacy.
The work is a foundational text advocating for inclusion and respect.
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  disability rights: Politics of Empowerment David Pettinicchio, 2023-05-25 A really, really
good book . . . both a specific history of [U.S.] disability policy as well as a broad story of the politics
of social change. —Jeremy R. Levine, American Journal of Sociology Despite the progress of
decades-old disability rights policy, including the landmark Americans with Disabilities Act, threats
continue to undermine the wellbeing of this population. The United States is, thus, a policy innovator
and laggard in this regard. In Politics of Empowerment, David Pettinicchio offers a historically
grounded analysis of the singular case of U.S. disability policy, countering long-held views of
progress that privilege public demand as its primary driver. By the 1970s, a group of legislators and
bureaucrats came to act as political entrepreneurs. Motivated by personal and professional
commitments, they were seen as experts leading a movement within the government. But as they
faced obstacles to their legislative intentions, nascent disability advocacy and protest groups took
the cause to the American people, forming the basis of the contemporary disability rights movement.
Drawing on extensive archival material, Pettinicchio redefines the relationship between grassroots
advocacy and institutional politics, revealing a cycle of progress and backlash embedded in the
American political system. A broad and ambitious study of the evolution of American disability policy
and disability rights, incorporating changing policy approaches, governmental institutions, and
social movement activities. —Richard K. Scotch, Professor of Sociology, Public Policy, and Political
Economy, University of Texas at Dallas Excellent. . . . A must-read for those interested in social
movements and citizen participation. —Andrea Louise Campbell, Arthur and Ruth Sloan Professor of
Political Science, MIT Compelling. —David S. Meyer, University of California, Irvine
  disability rights: Disabled Rights Jacqueline Vaughn, 2003 Table of contents
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have been dramatic legal and policy developments, and strong academic and practical interest, in
the area of American and international disability civil rights law. This casebook comprehensively
examines the development of disability rights law and policy in the United States and abroad in a
format for use as a law or graduate school teaching tool. It gives a complete and current treatment
of the Americans with Disabilities Act, including the background of the statute's passage, definition
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of disability, discrimination in employment, public services, and public accommodations, as well as
the statute's remedial structure. It includes sections on the background of the disability rights
movement, international disability law, and discrimination in housing and education. The authors
also discuss disability law and technology issues in depth, as well as disabilityrelated social welfare
and tax policy. The book offers ample opportunity for case analysis by students, as well as providing
thought-provoking discussion topics.
  disability rights: Disability Rights Law and Policy: International and National Perspectives
Mary Lou Breslin, Silvia Yee, 2021-09-13 This volume describes the extraordinary success of the
international political movement of people with disabilities to include disability as a human rights
issue. The authors are renowned disability rights attorneys, university professors, and activists who
practice, teach and work internationally. Published under the Transnational Publishers imprint.
  disability rights: The Concept of Rights George W. Rainbolt, 2006-03-09 What does it mean
to have a right? Previous answers to this question fall into two groups: interest/benefit theories of
rights and choice/will theories. This book proposes an alternative to these traditional views: the
justified-constraint theory of rights, which avoids the pitfalls of earlier theories, and solves the
puzzle of the relational nature of rights. The analysis shows that this theory applies without
modification to past, present and future beings.
  disability rights: The Development of Disability Rights Under International Law Arlene S.
Kanter, 2014-11-27 The adoption of the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (CPRD)
by the United Nations in 2006 is the first comprehensive and binding treaty on the rights of people
with disabilities. It establishes the right of people with disabilities to equality, dignity, autonomy, full
participation, as well as the right to live in the community, and the right to supported
decision-making and inclusive education. Prior to the CRPD, international law had provided only
limited protections to people with disabilities. This book analyses the development of disability
rights as an international human rights movement. Focusing on the United States and countries in
Asia, Africa, the Middle East the book examines the status of people with disabilities under
international law prior to the adoption of the CPRD, and follows the development of human rights
protections through the convention’s drafting process. Arlene Kanter argues that by including both
new applications and entirely new approaches to human rights treaty enforcement, the CRPD is
significant not only to people with disabilities but also to the general development of international
human rights, by offering new human rights protections for all people. Taking a comparative
perspective, the book explores how the success of the CRPD in achieving protections depends on the
extent to which individual countries enforce domestic laws and policies, and the changing public
attitudes towards people with disabilities. This book will be of excellent use and interest to
researchers and students of human rights law, discrimination, and disability studies.
  disability rights: Fighting for YES! Maryann Cocca-Leffler, 2022-08-09 Fighting for Yes is a
picture book biography celebrating the life and work of disability rights activist and icon Judith
Heumann, highlighting one of her landmark achievements—leading the historic 504 Sit-in in 1977.
From a very young age, Judy Heumann heard the word “No.” When she wanted to attend public
school, the principal said “No.” When she wanted her teaching license, the New York Board of
Education said “No.” Judy and people with disabilities everywhere were tired of hearing “No.” In the
1970s, an important disability rights law, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, was waiting
to be signed. Judy and other disability rights activists fought for “YES!” They held a sit-in until
Section 504 was signed into law. Section 504 laid the foundation for the Americans with Disabilities
Act, which was established thanks in large part to the ongoing work of Judy and her community.
Along with a personal reflection from Judy herself, award-winning author Maryann Cocca-Leffler and
illustrator Vivien Mildenberger’s picture book biography captures the impact and influence of one of
America’s greatest living activists. “Cocca-Leffler’s straightforward text relates Judy’s challenges
and triumphs . . . Uplifting and stirring.” —Kirkus Reviews “Illustrations combine gouache painting
and digital art to bring Heumann and her allies to life . . . an informative portrait of an
under-recognized activist.” —Booklist



  disability rights: A Guide to Disability Rights Laws , 1997
  disability rights: Disability Rights Peter Blanck, 2017-05-15 There is great diversity of
definitions, causes and consequences of discrimination against persons with disabilities, yet there
are fundamental themes uniting countries in their pursuit of human rights policies to improve the
social and economic status of those with disabilities. In this volume are twenty-five important
articles examining historical, contemporary and comparative issues crucial to the advancement of
disability rights. The volume foreshadows the future of disability rights as a medium for ensuring
that those living with disabilities participate as equal citizens of the world.
  disability rights: Corporations and Disability Rights Neha Pathakji, 2018-05-08 The
emergence of a decentralized, fragmented, and low-cost Internet opened up possibilities for persons
with disabilities to lead an independent and inclusive life, which had been denied to them in the
physical world. The virtual world, unlike the physical world, was presumed to be devoid of physical,
social, and attitudinal barriers that have historically led to the marginalization and exclusion of
persons with disabilities. Yet with advancement in technology, concerns of persons with disabilities
to access the Internet were relegated to the background. Since the Internet is largely dominated by
corporations, this digital divide cannot be bridged without questioning their role; and corporations,
as gatekeepers of the virtual world, need to proactively engage in dismantling barriers to accessing
the Internet. Corporations and Disability Rights engages with the contemporary discourse on the
nature of the right to access the Internet and contextualizes this right within the framework of
emerging disability rights jurisprudence. This book explores the interplay between human rights of
persons with disabilities and corporate obligation in a technologically advanced society. It argues
that under disability rights jurisprudence, the right to access the Internet is a human right and not
merely an enabling right. It bridges the existing normative and regulatory gaps for the effective
realization of the right to access the Internet.
  disability rights: The Disability Rights Movement Doris Fleischer, Fleischer Doris Zames, 2012
The struggle for disability rights in the U.S.
  disability rights: Rights of the Disabled David M. Haugen, Susan Musser, Andrea B. DeMott,
2008 Provides an overview, chronology of events, glossary and annotated bibliography for disability
rights in the United States.
  disability rights: Law and the Contradictions of the Disability Rights Movement Samuel
R. Bagenstos, 2009-06-23 The passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act in 1990 was hailed as
revolutionary legislation, but in the ensuing years restrictive Supreme Court decisions have
prompted accusations that the Court has betrayed the disability rights movement. The ADA can lay
claim to notable successes, yet people with disabilities continue to be unemployed at extremely high
rates. In this timely book, Samuel R. Bagenstos examines the history of the movement and discusses
the various, often-conflicting projects of diverse participants. He argues that while the courts
deserve some criticism, some may also be fairly aimed at the choices made by prominent disability
rights activists as they crafted and argued for the ADA. The author concludes with an assessment of
the limits of antidiscrimination law in integrating and empowering people with disabilities, and he
suggests new policy directions to make these goals a reality.
  disability rights: Backlash Against the ADA Linda Hamilton Krieger, 2010-02-22 For civil rights
lawyers who toiled through the 1980s in the increasingly barren fields of race and sex discrimination
law, the approval of the Americans with Disabilities Act in 1990 by a nearly unanimous U.S. House
and Senate and a Republican President seemed almost fantastic. Within five years of the Act's
effective date, however, observers were warning of an unfolding assault on the ADA by federal
judges, the media, and other national opinion-makers. A year after the Supreme Court issued a trio
of decisions in the summer of 1999 sharply limiting the ADA's reach, another decision invalidated an
entire title of the act as it applied to the states. By this time, disability activists and disability rights
lawyers were speaking openly of a backlash against the ADA. What happened, why did it happen,
and what can we learn from the patterns of public, media, and judicial response to the ADA that
emerged in the 1990s? In this book, a distinguished group of disability activists, disability rights



lawyers, social scientists and humanities scholars grapple with these questions. Taken together,
these essays construct and illustrate a new and powerful theoretical model of sociolegal change and
retrenchment that can inform both the conceptual and theoretical work of scholars and the
day-to-day practice of social justice activists. Contributors include Lennard J. Davis, Matthew Diller,
Harlan Hahn, Linda Hamilton Krieger, Vicki A. Laden, Stephen L. Percy, Marta Russell, and Gregory
Schwartz. Backlash Against the ADA will interest disability rights activists, lawyers, law students
and legal scholars interested in social justice and social change movements, and students and
scholars in disability studies, political science, media studies, American studies, social movement
theory, and legal history. Linda Hamilton Krieger is Professor of Law, University of California School
of Law, Berkeley.
  disability rights: Disability Rights Movement Tim McNeese, 2014-09-01 In the face of injustice,
people band together to work for change, and through their influence, what was once unthinkable
becomes common. This title traces the history of the disability rights movement in the United States,
including the key players, watershed moments, and legislative battles that have driven social
change. Iconic images and informative sidebars accompany compelling text that follows the
movement from the work of early activists to bring dignity to the lives of people in institutions
through the fight to make society adapt to the needs of people with disabilities and up to new
legislative triumphs in the late twentieth and early twenty-first century. Features include a glossary,
selected bibliography, Web sites, source notes, and an index, plus a timeline and essential facts.
Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Essential Library is an
imprint of ABDO Publishing Company.
  disability rights: Disability Rights and the American Social Safety Net Jennifer L. Erkulwater,
2006 The recent history of the American welfare state has been viewed with dismay by those on the
left because of the steady contraction of benefits under both Republican and Democratic
administrations. In contrast, Jennifer L. Erkulwater describes the remarkable success of advocacy
for the disabled at a time when the federal government was seemingly impervious to liberal policy
innovations. Since the War on Poverty the American public's support for social-welfare policies has
gradually eroded as conservative politicians have gained power and demographic changes and
uncertain economic growth have enhanced pressures for fiscal retrenchment. Yet, the past thirty
years have also seen a dramatic expansion of disability benefits. This book is the first to examine
how entitlements for the disabled have fared in the wake of the disability-rights movement. This
movement initially fought to end the institutionalization of the severely disabled and moved on to
claim that antidiscrimination laws would allow the disabled to work and become less dependent on
welfare. It also had a profound impact on entitlements. Erkulwater demonstrates that the Disability
Insurance and Supplemental Security Income programs enacted between 1972 and 2000 succeeded
because policy elites switched from welfare-based approaches to the civil-rights rhetoric used by the
disability-rights movement. The work of liberal advocates who sought to end the segregation of the
disabled in custodial institutions and integrate them into their home communities contributed to the
growth of programs providing financial assistance to disabled citizens and to the recent
controversies surrounding the future direction of disability policy.
  disability rights: Disability Rights in Europe Anna Lawson, Caroline Gooding, 2005-05-15
This book is based on a conference organised jointly by the editors to mark the European Year of
Disabled People. It explores the range of legal strategies which have been adopted,both nationally
and internationally, to achieve equality for disabled people and facilitate their inclusion into
mainstream society. It examines current developments in anti-discrimination law, both within
Member States and at EU level. It also assesses the effectiveness and potential of the human rights
framework for disabled Europeans. In addition, a number of approaches to the enforcement and
promotion of disability rights are considered. Contributors to this book, drawn from across Europe,
represent a variety of different backgrounds. They include leading academics in the field, as well as
campaigners and others working to improve or enforce disability-related legislation. The book is a
unique and timely contribution to an important and rapidly expanding field of study. It will be of



relevance to all those, whether lawyers or not, with an interest in disability and equality issues.
  disability rights: Helping State and Local Governments Comply with the ADA United States
Commission on Civil Rights, 1998 This report provides the first evaluation of the enforcement of the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Focuses specifically on the efforts of the Justice Dept. (DOJ)
to enforce Title II, Subtitle A, of the ADA, which prohibits discrimination based on disability by
public entities such as State and local governments. It evaluates DOJs regulations and policies
clarifying the language of the statute; processing of complaints of discrimination based on disability;
litigation; and outreach, education, and technical assistance efforts relating to the act. Assesses
DOJ's effectiveness as coordinator of the ADA enforcement efforts of 7 other Federal agencies.
  disability rights: We Want to Go to School! Maryann Cocca-Leffler, Janine Leffler,
2021-09-15 A Junior Library Guild Selection February 2022 The true story of the people who helped
make every public school a more inclusive place. There was a time in the United States when
millions of children with disabilities weren't allowed to go to public school. But in 1971, seven kids
and their families wanted to do something about it. They knew that every child had a right to an
equal education, so they went to court to fight for that right. The case Mills v. Board of Education of
the District of Columbia led to laws ensuring children with disabilities would receive a free,
appropriate public education. Told in the voice of Janine Leffler, one of the millions of kids who went
to school because of these laws, this book shares the true story of this landmark case.
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