
deep philosophical questions

deep philosophical questions have intrigued thinkers, scholars, and curious minds for
centuries. These questions challenge the very foundation of human understanding, probing
into the nature of existence, knowledge, morality, and reality. Exploring deep philosophical
questions allows individuals to engage with complex ideas about life’s purpose,
consciousness, free will, and the universe. This article delves into some of the most
profound inquiries that have shaped philosophical discourse, offering insights into their
significance and implications. By examining fundamental concepts such as metaphysics,
epistemology, ethics, and the mind-body problem, readers will gain a comprehensive
overview of enduring philosophical puzzles. The discussion also highlights key examples of
deep philosophical questions that continue to inspire debate and reflection across cultures
and eras. The following sections organize these inquiries into thematic areas for a
structured exploration.

Existence and Reality

Knowledge and Truth

Morality and Ethics

Consciousness and the Mind

Free Will and Determinism

Existence and Reality
Questions about existence and reality form the cornerstone of metaphysics, the branch of
philosophy concerned with the nature of being. These deep philosophical questions explore
what it means for something to exist and what constitutes the reality we experience.

What is the nature of reality?
This question investigates whether reality is purely physical, or if there are non-physical
realms such as abstract concepts or spiritual dimensions. Philosophers debate between
materialism, which holds that only matter is real, and idealism, which argues that reality is
fundamentally mental or spiritual.

Does anything truly exist independently of perception?
The query addresses whether objects and the external world exist independently of human
minds or if reality is constructed through perception. This leads to discussions on realism
versus anti-realism and the role of consciousness in shaping existence.



Why is there something rather than nothing?
One of the most profound deep philosophical questions, this challenges the assumption that
existence is a given. It prompts inquiry into the origins of the universe and the fundamental
reasons for the presence of anything at all.

Exploration of metaphysical theories

Debates on the existence of universals and particulars

Consideration of cosmological arguments

Knowledge and Truth
Epistemology focuses on the nature, sources, and limits of knowledge. Deep philosophical
questions in this domain explore how humans know what they know and what constitutes
truth.

What can we truly know?
This question examines the scope and certainty of human knowledge, addressing
skepticism and the possibility of absolute knowledge. It challenges assumptions about
empirical evidence and rational justification.

What is truth?
Philosophers debate different theories of truth, including correspondence, coherence, and
pragmatic theories. Understanding truth is essential for distinguishing between belief,
opinion, and knowledge.

How do perception and cognition influence knowledge?
The relationship between sensory experience, mental processes, and knowledge acquisition
raises questions about reliability and interpretation. This inquiry is central to understanding
subjective versus objective knowledge.

Types of knowledge: a priori vs. a posteriori

Role of language and concepts in shaping knowledge

Challenges posed by skepticism and relativism



Morality and Ethics
Deep philosophical questions about morality investigate the principles governing right and
wrong, justice, and human values. Ethics seeks to understand the foundations and
implications of moral judgments.

What is the basis of moral values?
This question explores whether moral values are objective truths or social constructs. It
involves ethical theories such as moral realism, relativism, and subjectivism.

Are humans inherently good or evil?
Philosophical inquiry into human nature questions whether morality is innate or cultivated.
This has implications for ethics, psychology, and social philosophy.

What obligations do individuals have to others?
This question addresses duties, rights, and justice within societies. It explores concepts
such as utilitarianism, deontology, and virtue ethics to evaluate moral responsibilities.

Distinctions between consequentialist and deontological ethics

Debates on moral absolutism versus moral relativism

Ethical challenges posed by modern dilemmas

Consciousness and the Mind
Philosophical questions about consciousness delve into the nature of subjective experience
and the relationship between mind and body. These inquiries challenge the understanding
of self-awareness and mental phenomena.

What is consciousness?
Defining consciousness is a central problem in philosophy of mind. It involves differentiating
conscious experience from unconscious processes and understanding qualia or the
subjective qualities of experience.



How does the mind relate to the body?
This question explores dualism, which posits mind and body as distinct, versus physicalism,
which claims mental states are physical states. It addresses the mind-body problem and
theories of mental causation.

Can machines or artificial intelligence possess
consciousness?
With advances in technology, this question examines whether non-biological entities can
have conscious experiences or if consciousness is unique to living organisms.

Examination of theories like dualism, physicalism, and panpsychism

Philosophical implications of neuroscientific discoveries

Challenges of defining and measuring consciousness

Free Will and Determinism
The debate over free will versus determinism addresses whether human actions are freely
chosen or predetermined by causal laws. This area of philosophy has significant ethical and
metaphysical consequences.

Do humans have free will?
This question considers whether individuals can make genuine choices or if all events,
including human decisions, are determined by prior causes.

What is the relationship between free will and moral
responsibility?
The capacity to be held morally accountable depends on the existence of free will.
Philosophers explore conditions under which responsibility is justified.

Can determinism and free will coexist?
Some philosophical positions, such as compatibilism, argue that free will is compatible with
determinism, while incompatibilism denies this possibility.



Definitions and distinctions between hard determinism, libertarianism, and
compatibilism

Influence of neuroscience on concepts of volition

Implications for law, ethics, and personal identity

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the nature of reality according to deep
philosophical inquiry?
Deep philosophical inquiry often explores reality as either objective and independent of
perception or as a construct shaped by consciousness, questioning what truly constitutes
existence beyond appearances.

How do philosophers define the concept of
consciousness?
Philosophers define consciousness as the state of being aware of and able to think about
oneself and the environment, though its exact nature—whether purely physical or involving
a non-material mind—is widely debated.

What is the meaning of life from a philosophical
perspective?
Philosophical perspectives on the meaning of life vary, with some arguing life has inherent
purpose, others seeing meaning as self-created, and some suggesting life may be
inherently meaningless but still valuable.

Can free will exist in a deterministic universe?
This question challenges whether human freedom is possible if all events are
predetermined; some philosophers argue for compatibilism, where free will and
determinism coexist, while others reject free will entirely.

How do ethics influence our understanding of what is
right and wrong?
Ethics provides frameworks for evaluating actions and intentions, influencing our
understanding of morality by examining principles like utilitarianism, deontology, and virtue
ethics to determine what is right or wrong.



Additional Resources
1. Being and Nothingness
Written by Jean-Paul Sartre, this seminal work explores existentialism and phenomenology,
delving into the nature of consciousness, freedom, and human existence. Sartre argues
that existence precedes essence, emphasizing the role of individual choice in defining one's
being. The book challenges readers to confront the anxiety and responsibility that come
with absolute freedom.

2. The Republic
Plato's classic dialogue investigates justice, the ideal state, and the nature of reality.
Through Socratic conversations, it questions what it means to live a good life and
introduces the theory of Forms, asserting that the material world is a shadow of a higher,
unchanging reality. This foundational text remains central to political philosophy and ethics.

3. Meditations on First Philosophy
René Descartes' work is a cornerstone of modern philosophy, focusing on epistemology and
metaphysics. Descartes uses radical doubt to strip away all uncertain beliefs, ultimately
affirming the certainty of the self's existence with the famous declaration, "I think,
therefore I am." The book explores the relationship between mind and body and the
existence of God.

4. The Phenomenology of Spirit
G.W.F. Hegel's complex and influential text examines the development of consciousness
through history. It traces the dialectical process by which self-awareness and freedom
emerge, arguing that reality and thought are intertwined in an evolving Absolute Spirit. The
work challenges readers with its dense style and profound insights into human progress.

5. Critique of Pure Reason
Immanuel Kant's groundbreaking book addresses the limitations and scope of human
knowledge. Kant argues that while we can never know things-in-themselves, our experience
is shaped by innate categories of understanding. This critical philosophy bridges rationalism
and empiricism, laying the foundation for much of modern epistemology.

6. Thus Spoke Zarathustra
Friedrich Nietzsche presents his ideas through a poetic narrative featuring the prophet
Zarathustra. The book explores themes such as the death of God, the Übermensch
(Overman), and the reevaluation of morals, urging readers to transcend traditional values
and create their own meaning. Nietzsche's work remains provocative and influential in
existential and postmodern thought.

7. The Tao Te Ching
Attributed to Laozi, this ancient Chinese text offers profound reflections on the nature of
reality, balance, and the way (Tao). Its poetic verses encourage simplicity, humility, and
harmony with the natural world, presenting a philosophy that contrasts with Western
metaphysical traditions. The book invites contemplation on living in accordance with the
flow of life.

8. The Myth of Sisyphus
Albert Camus explores the concept of absurdity and the human quest for meaning in a
meaningless world. Through the metaphor of Sisyphus eternally pushing a boulder uphill,



Camus argues that one must embrace the absurd condition and find joy in the struggle
itself. This essay is a key text in absurdist philosophy and existentialism.

9. Being and Time
Martin Heidegger's profound inquiry into the question of Being redefines ontology and
phenomenology. He introduces concepts such as Dasein (being-there) to analyze human
existence in terms of temporality, authenticity, and mortality. The work challenges
traditional metaphysics and has had a lasting impact on continental philosophy.
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  deep philosophical questions: Philosophical Questions for Curious Minds Luke Marsh,
2023-02-15 Dive into the Deepest Philosophical Questions with Philosophical Questions for Curious
Minds Are you ready to stimulate your mind and challenge your beliefs? Look no further than
Philosophical Questions for Curious Minds, the third and final book in the Philosophy for the Curious
series. This book is a collection of the first and second books in its series. This book covers a wide
range of philosophical topics, including ethics, politics, consciousness, free will, personal identity,
and artificial intelligence. What makes this book special? Get twice the philosophical bang for your
buck with this 2-in-1 collection of the first and second books in its series! Enjoy the additional bonus
chapter-because two books of philosophical questions just weren't enough. Each topic includes an
introduction, philosophical questions, random facts, and a famous paradox. Suitable for both
experienced philosophers and those new to deep thinking. It encourages critical thinking and
self-reflection. It's the perfect gift for that one person in your life who always has a deep,
philosophical comment about everything (you know who they are.) But I don't have any experience
in philosophy-No prior experience in philosophy is required to enjoy and benefit from this book. Each
topic starts you off with three answered philosophical questions from differing perspectives. I don't
have time to read a book on philosophical topics-The questions in this book are designed to be
thought-provoking and stimulating, making it a quick and engaging read. Whether you're a seasoned
philosopher or just looking to challenge your thinking, Philosophical Questions for Curious Minds
has something for you. Get your copy today and start exploring the depths of philosophical inquiry.
  deep philosophical questions: Philosophical Questions for Curious Minds Luke Marsh,
2023-01-30 Dive into the Deepest Philosophical Questions with Philosophical Questions for Curious
Minds Are you ready to stimulate your mind and challenge your beliefs? Look no further than
Philosophical Questions for Curious Minds, the second book in the Philosophy for the Curious series.
This book covers a wide range of philosophical topics, including personal identity, human nature,
language and communication, gender and sexuality, and artificial intelligence. What makes this book
special? Each topic includes an introduction, philosophical questions, random facts, and a famous
paradox. Suitable for both experienced philosophers and those new to deep thinking. It encourages
critical thinking and self-reflection. It's the perfect gift for that one person in your life who always
has a deep, philosophical comment about everything (you know who they are.) But I don't have any
experience in philosophy-No prior experience in philosophy is required to enjoy and benefit from this
book. Each topic starts you off with three answered philosophical questions from differing
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perspectives. I don't have time to read a book on philosophical topics-The questions in this book are
designed to be thought-provoking and stimulating, making it a quick and engaging read. Whether
you're a seasoned philosopher or just looking to challenge your thinking, Philosophical Questions for
Curious Minds has something for you. Get your copy today and start exploring the depths of
philosophical inquiry.
  deep philosophical questions: Going Deep: A Prompt Journal Exploring 100 Philosophical
Questions Stacy a. McCafferty, 2018-09-26 Go deep and explore some of the greatest Philosophical
questions of our time. This thought provoking prompt journal provides a different question on every
page and ample space to write out your thoughts.
  deep philosophical questions: Deep Thought Gary Cox, 2015-10-22 Gary Cox guides us
through 42 of the most misunderstood, misquoted, provocative and significant quotes in the history
of philosophy providing a witty and compelling commentary along the way. This entertaining and
illuminating collection of quotes doesn't merely list who said what and when, it explores who each
philosopher is and what he or she really meant when they said what they said. Viewing each quote
as a philosophical thesis in itself, Cox probes the writings of everyone from Douglas Adams to A.J.
Ayer and Thomas Aquinas to Karl Marx. This is a philosophical journey through history, culture and
writing to bring us to a deeper understanding of why we think the way we do. As Douglas Adams
points out, if there is no final answer to the question, 'What is the meaning of life?', '42' is as good or
bad an answer as any other. Here Cox shows that 42 quotes might be even better!
  deep philosophical questions: Core Questions in Philosophy Elliott Sober, 2021-05-26
Writtten in an engaging lecture-style format, this 8th edition of Core Questions in Philosophy shows
students how philosophy is best used to evaluate many different kinds of arguments and to construct
sound theories. Well-known historical texts are discussed, not as a means to honor the dead or
merely to describe what various philosophers have thought but to engage with, criticize, and even
improve ideas from the past. In addition—because philosophy cannot function apart from its
engagement with the wider society—traditional and contemporary philosophical problems are
brought into dialogue with the physical, biological, and social sciences. Text boxes highlight key
concepts, and review questions, discussion questions, and a glossary of terms are also included.
Core Questions in Philosophy has served as a premier introductory textbook for three decades, with
updates to each new edition. Key updates to this 8th edition include: A new chapter, Probability and
Bayes' Theorem A new explanation of the concept of soundness, as a useful tool in assessing
arguments A clearer explanation, in the chapter on evolution, of the crucial biological idea that the
similarities of different species provide evidence of their common ancestry A new discussion of
evolutionary altruism in the chapter on psychological egoism A presentation of two interesting
arguments from historically important Islamic and Confusian philosophers Improved clarity and
updated material from philosophy and empirical research, throughout Revisions to the online list of
recommended resources include: Additional recommendations of supplementary readings, with the
inclusion of more work from female philosophers New recommended videos and podcasts, all
organized by their relevance to each chapter in the book
  deep philosophical questions: African Philosophy and Deep Ecology Kenneth Uyi Abudu,
Kevin Gary Behrens, Elvis Imafidon, 2025-07-11 This book investigates African philosophical
contributions to the concept of deep ecology, which advocates for rethinking human and non-human
relationships within our ecosystems, by promoting the inherent and earned worth of all beings. With
ecological crises impacting lives around the world, this book interrogates deep ecology thinking
from African philosophical perspectives, highlighting the continent’s important ontological,
epistemological, ethical, aesthetic, and broad philosophical contributions. The book investigates
issues such as the eco-phenomenology of human / non-human animals’ relations, Ubuntu and the
environment, the superiorist fallacy, environmental belongingness, the impact of colonization and
modernity on non-human trauma, the politics of ecological narrative about African places, the
question of moral status, African socialist perspectives, the question of degrowth, selective
subordination, biodiversity loss, land ethics, the ontology of waste, and the concept of personhood in



relation to global climate and ecological justice. Providing a significant intervention in our
understanding of the ecological crises and our duties toward ecosystems and the non-human other in
the twenty-first century, this book is an important read for researchers, advocates and other
stakeholders working in the fields of environmental philosophy, climate change, indigenous studies,
and African Studies.
  deep philosophical questions: The Future of Philosophy Oliver Leaman, 2002-04-12 Where
is philosophy going? Are we entering a post-philosophy millenium? The Future of Philosophy
presents the notion of what the future of philosophy is as a crucial concept, since it allows us to
speculate not only on the future, but also on the past. Eleven clear and concise essays consider a
variety of issues, from ethics to mind,language to feminist thought, postmodernism to religion: *the
future of philosophy *the history of ancient philosophy *the history of modern philosophy *ethics *
political philosophy *philosophy of the postmodern *applied philosophy *feminist philosophy *
philosophy of religion *philosophy of language *philosophy of mind For those curious to explore the
intellectual themes of the future, The Future of Philosophy will be a fascinating and insightful read.
  deep philosophical questions: Modern Philosophy of Language Maria Baghramian,
1999-09-17 A collection of seminal writings on the philosophy of language. In our century,
philosophers have become increasingly concerned with the relationship between language, the
mind, and the world. Language has come to be viewed both as a source of puzzlement and as a
repository for untapped knowledge. The philosophy of language is an attempt to understand the
nature of language and to explore the link between what we say and what we intend. Modern
Philosophy of Language brings together the most significant writings on language in
twentieth-century philosophy–from the work of Gottlob Frege, Bertrand Russell, and the logical
positivists to the contemporary contributions of W. V. O. Quine, Noam Chomsky, and Michael
Dummett. The articles collected here are benchmarks in the development of various strands in the
modern analytic philosophy of language.
  deep philosophical questions: The Existence of God Stig Borsen Hansen, 2010-09-22 This
book explores two questions that are integral to the question of the existence of God. The first
question concerns the meaning of “existence” and the second concerns the meaning of “God”.
Regarding the first question, this book motivates, presents and defends the meta-ontology found in
Gottlob Frege’s writings and defended by Michael Dummett, Crispin Wright and Bob Hale. Frege’s
approach to questions of existence has mainly found use in connection with abstract objects such as
numbers. This is one of the first studies to systematically present Fregean meta-ontology and apply
it to theology. Frege’s meta-ontology is informed by his context principle. According to this,
logico-syntactic notions such as “singular term” and “predicate” are pivotal to questions of what
exists. These notions serve to throw light on the second question. Through thorough engagement
with Old as well and New Testament texts, the book shows how Frege’s logico-syntactic notions are
of crucial importance when seeking to understand the meaning and use of “God”. To complete the
defence of Fregean meta-ontology, the book concludes by pointing to important differences between
the otherwise closely associated concepts of an object found in Wittgenstein’s Tractatus
Logico-Philosophicus and Frege’s writings.
  deep philosophical questions: Introduction to Philosophy Nathan Smith, Designed to meet the
scope and sequence of your course, Introduction to Philosophy surveys logic, metaphysics,
epistemology, theories of value, and history of philosophy thematically. To provide a strong
foundation in global philosophical discourse, diverse primary sources and examples are central to
the design, and the text emphasizes engaged reading, critical thinking, research, and analytical
skill-building through guided activities. This is an adaptation of Introduction to Philosophy by
OpenStax. You can access the textbook as pdf for free at openstax.org. Minor editorial changes were
made to ensure a better ebook reading experience. Textbook content produced by OpenStax is
licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
  deep philosophical questions: Educating Reason Harvey Siegel, 2013-09-27 First Published
in 1988. The critical thinking movement is increasingly important in the philosophy of education.



Beginning from the generally accepted view that children should be taught to reason, not simply to
repeat what they have been told, it tries to establish whether it is in fact possible to teach children a
set of skills which add up to thinking. Siegel here examines three major conceptions of critical
thinking and then puts forward his own definition of the critical thinker as one who is appropriately
moved by reasons'. He argues that critical thinking is a fundamental educational ideal, and defends
the ideal against charges of indoctrination. Chapters on science education and minimum competency
testing highlight its practical implications for education policy and curriculum. This book should be
of interest to lecturers and students of education and philosophy.
  deep philosophical questions: Modern Challenges to Past Philosophy Thomas D. Sullivan,
Russell Pannier, 2014-02-27 Does philosophy have a timeless essence? Are the writings that have
come down to us over the centuries from philosophers of genius mere souvenirs from a bygone era?
Or are their thoughts still eminently worth examining with care? Modern Challenges to Past
Philosophy argues pondering past philosophy with modern problems in mind is worth the effort,
even though earlier works are uninformed by modern science and lack some of tools of modern
analysis. The great texts defamiliarize our world and offer solutions to crucial questions often
forgotten as we fixate on current philosophical trends. Modern Challenges is no appeal to a return to
a golden past but a study designed to show how and why understanding earlier works of some of the
most penetrating minds ever to ponder eternally valid questions can contribute to a renewal of our
own culture.
  deep philosophical questions: Six Degrees of Social Influence Douglas T. Kenrick, Noah J.
Goldstein, Sanford L. Braver, 2012-02-10 Over the course of the last four decades, Robert Cialdini's
work has helped spark an intellectual revolution in which social psychological ideas have become
increasingly influential. The concepts presented in his book, Influence: The Psychology of
Persuasion, have spread well beyond the geographic boundaries of North America and beyond the
field of academic social psychology into the areas of business, health, and politics. In this book,
leading authors, who represent many different countries and disciplines, explore new developments
and the widespread impact of Cialdini's work in research areas ranging from persuasion strategy
and social engineering to help-seeking and decision-making. Among the many topics covered, the
authors discuss how people underestimate the influence of others, how a former computer hacker
used social engineering to gain access to highly confidential computer codes, and how biology and
evolution figure into the principles of influence. The authors break new ground in the study of
influence.
  deep philosophical questions: The Philosophy of Ralph Waldo Emerson Joseph Urbas,
2020-09-07 This study offers the first comprehensive account of Emerson's philosophy since his
philosophical rehabilitation began in the late 1970s. It builds on the historical reconstruction
proposed in the author's previous book, Emerson's Metaphysics, and like that study draws on the
entire Emerson corpus—the poetry and sermons included. The aim here is expository. The overall
though not exclusive emphasis is on identity, as the first term of Emerson's metaphysics of identity
and flowing or metamorphosis. This metaphysics, or general conception of the nature of reality, is
what grounds his epistemology and ethics, as well as his esthetic, religious, and political thought.
Acknowledging its primacy enables a general account like this to avoid the anti-realist overemphasis
on epistemology and language that has often characterized rehabilitation readings of his philosophy.
After an initial chapter on Emerson's metaphysics, the subsequent chapters devoted to the other
branches of his thought also begin with their necessary foundation in identity, which is the law of
things and the law of mind alike. Perception of identity in metamorphosis is what characterizes the
philosopher, the poet, the scientist, the reformer, and the man of faith and virtue. Identity of mind
and world is felt in what Emerson calls the moral sentiment. Identity is Emerson's answer to the
Sphinx-riddle of life experienced as a puzzling succession of facts and events.
  deep philosophical questions: Summary of The God Equation Alexander Cooper, 2021-06-13
Summary of The God Equation Chapter 1: The same year Galileo Galilei died a broken man in his
prison cell, another legend was born in London. For Kaku, Isaac Newton is the greatest scientist who



has ever lived, and the modern dream of a unified theory began with him. At a time when the church
had taught only two laws–on Earth and in the heavens–Newton’s idea proposed a unification that
encompassed both. The results of his experiments allowed him to conclude that terrestrial and
heavenly physics work the same, opening the world’s eyes to the concept of forces. Another
remarkable characteristic of Newton’s laws was its symmetry. An equation is said to be symmetric
when it stays invariant even after its parts are rearranged. Newton’s laws allowed for science to
advance at unimaginable levels, and his masterpiece, Principia, is considered one of the field’s
greatest scriptures. Decades after Newton came Michael Faraday and James Clerk Maxwell, who
unified the concepts of electricity and magnetism, laying the foundations of electromagnetism.
Faraday discovered the existence of magnetic fields, which, since then, have been used to express all
known forces in the universe. His work laid the foundation for Maxwell’s equations who made
astonishing developments in physics. In 1886, Heinrich Hertz achieved a scientific milestone using
Maxwell’s equations and ... To be continued... Here is a Preview of What You Will Get: ⁃ A Full Book
Summary ⁃ An Analysis ⁃ Fun quizzes ⁃ Quiz Answers ⁃ Etc Get a copy of this summary and learn
about the book.
  deep philosophical questions: Annual Baptist Autumnal Conference for the Discussion
of Current Questions, Held ... , 1885
  deep philosophical questions: Idea of Continental Philosophy Simon Glendinning, 2006-06-12
The idea of Continental Philosophy has never been properly explained in philosophical terms. In this
short and engaging book Simon Glendinning attempts finally to succeed where others have
failed--although not by giving an account of its internal unity but by showing instead why no such
account can be given. Providing a clear picture of the current state of the contemporary
philosophical culture Glendinning traces the origins and development of the idea of a distinctive
Continental tradition, critiquing current attempts to survey the field of contemporary philosophy.
  deep philosophical questions: Genealogy as Critique Colin Koopman, 2013 Shows that
philosophical genealogy involves not only the critique of modernity but also its transformation
  deep philosophical questions: Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society for the Systematic
Study of Philosophy , 1894 List of members in each volume.
  deep philosophical questions: Consciousness and the Social Brain Michael S. A. Graziano,
2013-08-01 What is consciousness and how can a brain, a mere collection of neurons, create it? In
Consciousness and the Social Brain, Princeton neuroscientist Michael Graziano lays out an
audacious new theory to account for the deepest mystery of them all. The human brain has evolved a
complex circuitry that allows it to be socially intelligent. This social machinery has only just begun to
be studied in detail. One function of this circuitry is to attribute awareness to others: to compute
that person Y is aware of thing X. In Graziano's theory, the machinery that attributes awareness to
others also attributes it to oneself. Damage that machinery and you disrupt your own awareness.
Graziano discusses the science, the evidence, the philosophy, and the surprising implications of this
new theory.
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