
cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation
cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation is a fundamental reference for scholars exploring
trauma theory, particularly in the context of literary and cultural studies. This article delves into the
significance of Cathy Caruth’s work on trauma and the concept of the “unclaimed experience,”
explaining how to properly cite her influential texts. Caruth’s theoretical contributions have shaped
contemporary understandings of trauma as an event that resists direct representation and demands
careful interpretation. Understanding the correct citation practices is essential for academic rigor
and the dissemination of her ideas. This article will also explore the core concepts presented by
Caruth, the impact of her work on trauma studies, and practical guidance on referencing her texts in
scholarly writing. Readers will gain insight into both the theoretical framework and the bibliographic
standards surrounding the term “unclaimed experience” associated with Cathy Caruth.

Understanding Cathy Caruth’s Concept of Unclaimed Experience

Key Works by Cathy Caruth on Trauma and Unclaimed Experience

Proper Citation Formats for Cathy Caruth’s Unclaimed Experience

Significance of Caruth’s Work in Trauma Studies

Common Challenges in Citing Cathy Caruth’s Unclaimed Experience

Understanding Cathy Caruth’s Concept of Unclaimed
Experience
Cathy Caruth’s notion of the “unclaimed experience” is central to her trauma theory, which
challenges traditional narratives of memory and history. The term refers to traumatic events that
individuals or societies cannot fully grasp or integrate into their conscious understanding. These
experiences remain “unclaimed” because they resist immediate comprehension and haunt the
survivor’s psyche. Caruth emphasizes that trauma is not simply an event but a wound inflicted upon
the mind that reveals itself belatedly through symptoms or repeated memories.

Her approach underscores the paradoxical nature of trauma: it is both known and unknown,
experienced yet inaccessible in its entirety. This concept has been influential in rethinking how
trauma is represented in literature, psychology, and cultural analysis. Caruth’s work encourages
readers and scholars to pay close attention to the ways trauma disrupts narrative coherence and
challenges normative histories.

Defining Unclaimed Experience
Unclaimed experience can be understood as the traumatic event that eludes conscious
acknowledgment. Unlike typical memories, traumatic experiences are often fragmented and
deferred, surfacing through indirect means such as dreams, flashbacks, or symptoms. Caruth argues



that the trauma’s “unclaimed” nature is essential to its power and persistence. It defies closure and
demands an ethical response from those who engage with it, whether as witnesses, readers, or
therapists.

Trauma and Temporality in Caruth’s Theory
Caruth’s concept also engages with the temporal dimension of trauma. The trauma is experienced in
the present but belongs to a past that the subject cannot fully claim or narrate. This delayed impact
distinguishes trauma from ordinary events and challenges linear historical accounts. The unclaimed
experience thus exists in a temporal gap, complicating efforts to represent or understand it fully.

Key Works by Cathy Caruth on Trauma and Unclaimed
Experience
Cathy Caruth’s scholarship is primarily encapsulated in her landmark books and essays, which have
become foundational texts for trauma theory. Her seminal work, Unclaimed Experience: Trauma,
Narrative, and History (1996), explicitly addresses the concept of unclaimed experience and
explores its implications across literature and psychoanalysis. This book remains the most frequently
cited source for those studying trauma in the humanities.

Other significant writings by Caruth include essays on Freud’s theories of trauma, Holocaust
testimony, and the ethical dimensions of witnessing trauma. These texts collectively establish her as
a key figure in trauma studies and provide extensive material for citation and scholarly discussion.

Unclaimed Experience: Trauma, Narrative, and History (1996)
This book is the primary source for the concept of unclaimed experience, where Caruth analyzes
literary texts alongside psychoanalytic theory to illustrate how trauma resists narrative closure.
Scholars referencing the unclaimed experience must often cite this work to ground their arguments
in Caruth’s original formulation.

Additional Essays and Lectures
Caruth’s essays, such as “Trauma and Experience: Introduction” and her writings on Holocaust
testimonies, further elaborate on the ethical responsibilities that come with engaging traumatic
narratives. These works provide nuanced perspectives that complement her major book and are
useful for comprehensive citation.

Proper Citation Formats for Cathy Caruth’s Unclaimed
Experience
Correct citation of Cathy Caruth’s work is crucial for academic integrity and clarity, especially when
discussing the unclaimed experience. Citation styles vary depending on the academic discipline and



publication venue, but the most common formats include MLA, APA, and Chicago style. Each style
has specific rules for citing books and essays.

Accurate citations ensure that readers can locate the original source and verify the claims made.
This section outlines the appropriate citation formats based on Caruth’s most cited works,
emphasizing the unclaimed experience concept.

MLA Citation Style
In MLA style, citing Unclaimed Experience follows this general format:

Author’s Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

Caruth, Cathy. Unclaimed Experience: Trauma, Narrative, and History. Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1996.

APA Citation Style
APA style requires the following format:

Author’s Last Name, First Initial. (Year). Title of book. Publisher.

Example:

Caruth, C. (1996). Unclaimed experience: Trauma, narrative, and history. Johns Hopkins University
Press.

Chicago Style Citation
For Chicago style (notes and bibliography), the citation is formatted as:

Author’s First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page
number.

Example:

Cathy Caruth, Unclaimed Experience: Trauma, Narrative, and History (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1996), 3.

Significance of Caruth’s Work in Trauma Studies
Cathy Caruth’s articulation of the unclaimed experience has profoundly influenced trauma studies
across multiple disciplines, including literary criticism, psychoanalysis, history, and cultural studies.



Her work foregrounds the ethical urgency of listening to trauma survivors and recognizing the limits
of knowledge and representation.

The concept of unclaimed experience has expanded scholarly discussions about how trauma shapes
memory, identity, and narrative form. It challenges researchers to think beyond conventional
frameworks of history and psychology, emphasizing the complexity and elusiveness of trauma.

Impact on Literary and Cultural Analysis
Caruth’s trauma theory has inspired critical readings of literature that depict trauma, such as
Holocaust narratives, war memoirs, and testimonies of violence. Her insights have encouraged
scholars to examine how texts embody trauma’s disruptions and silences, offering new ways to
approach narrative fragmentation and haunting.

Contributions to Psychoanalytic Thought
Caruth integrates psychoanalytic concepts to explain trauma’s effects on the unconscious mind. She
revitalizes Freud’s early work on trauma, emphasizing the delayed and repetitive nature of
traumatic memory. This has influenced therapeutic approaches and theoretical models in psychology
and psychiatry.

Common Challenges in Citing Cathy Caruth’s
Unclaimed Experience
Despite the widespread use of Cathy Caruth’s unclaimed experience in trauma scholarship, certain
issues arise when citing her work. These challenges often relate to accurately representing her
nuanced arguments and choosing the appropriate edition or essay for citation.

Additionally, inconsistent citation practices can lead to confusion or misattribution, undermining
scholarly credibility. Understanding how to navigate these challenges is essential for researchers
working with Caruth’s texts.

Distinguishing Between Editions and Essays
Caruth’s ideas appear in multiple formats, including books and journal articles. Scholars must verify
the source they are citing to ensure that references correspond to the correct text. For example,
citing a chapter in an edited volume versus her standalone book requires different citation details.

Maintaining Accurate Keyword Usage
Properly integrating the phrase cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation within academic
writing involves balancing keyword inclusion with natural language flow. Overusing the phrase may
disrupt readability, while underusing it might reduce SEO effectiveness. Careful editing is necessary
to maintain both scholarly and search optimization standards.



Ensuring Page Number Accuracy
When referring to specific passages in Caruth’s work, including accurate page numbers is important
for precision. Different editions may have varying pagination, so confirming the edition and page
reference is crucial for reliable citation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct citation for Cathy Caruth's book
'Unclaimed Experience'?
Caruth, Cathy. *Unclaimed Experience: Trauma, Narrative, and History*. Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1996.

How does Cathy Caruth define trauma in 'Unclaimed
Experience'?
Cathy Caruth defines trauma as an event that is not fully experienced as it occurs, leaving the victim
with a delayed, often unconscious, response that disrupts their understanding of reality.

Why is Cathy Caruth's 'Unclaimed Experience' important in
trauma studies?
'Unclaimed Experience' is important because it introduced a new way of understanding trauma as an
experience that escapes direct representation, emphasizing the role of narrative and memory in
processing traumatic events.

Can you provide a citation for a specific chapter or essay
within 'Unclaimed Experience'?
Since 'Unclaimed Experience' is a single-author monograph, chapters are not separately cited. Use
the book citation: Caruth, Cathy. *Unclaimed Experience: Trauma, Narrative, and History*. Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1996.

How should I cite Cathy Caruth's ideas from 'Unclaimed
Experience' in APA format?
In APA format, cite the book as: Caruth, C. (1996). *Unclaimed experience: Trauma, narrative, and
history*. Johns Hopkins University Press.

Additional Resources
1. Unclaimed Experience: Trauma, Narrative, and History by Cathy Caruth
This foundational text by Cathy Caruth explores the concept of trauma as an unclaimed experience



that resists full understanding or representation. Caruth investigates how trauma disrupts narrative
and challenges traditional historical and psychoanalytic frameworks. The book is essential for
scholars interested in trauma theory, psychoanalysis, and literary studies.

2. Trauma: Explorations in Memory edited by Cathy Caruth
A seminal anthology edited by Caruth, this collection brings together essays from various scholars
and theorists on the subject of trauma and memory. It expands on the ideas introduced in Caruth’s
work, addressing the ways trauma affects individual and collective consciousness. This volume is
influential in shaping contemporary trauma studies.

3. Testimony: Crises of Witnessing in Literature, Psychoanalysis, and History by Cathy Caruth
In this book, Caruth examines the role of testimony in the transmission and understanding of
traumatic experience. She argues that witnessing trauma is a complex and often paradoxical act that
exposes the limits of language and historical representation. The book is a critical resource for those
studying trauma and testimony.

4. The Ethics of Trauma: Psychoanalysis, Memory, and Responsibility by Cathy Caruth
Caruth delves into the ethical implications of trauma and memory in this work, exploring how
trauma challenges conventional notions of responsibility and justice. She uses psychoanalytic theory
to address the moral dimensions of bearing witness to trauma. This book is important for readers
interested in the intersection of ethics, trauma, and psychoanalysis.

5. Trauma and Recovery: The Aftermath of Violence—from Domestic Abuse to Political Terror by
Judith Herman
While not authored by Caruth, this influential book complements her theories by offering a clinical
perspective on trauma and healing. Herman outlines the stages of trauma recovery and emphasizes
the importance of social and political contexts. This text is widely cited in trauma studies and often
engaged alongside Caruth’s work.

6. Writing Trauma: The Role of Narrative in Healing by Ruth Leys
Leys critiques and extends Caruth’s theories by exploring the role of narrative structure in the
representation of trauma. She discusses the tension between the repetitive nature of traumatic
memory and the need for coherent storytelling. This book provides an important dialogue with
Caruth’s ideas on trauma and narrative.

7. After Testimony: The Ethics and Aesthetics of Holocaust Narrative by Annette Wieviorka
Wieviorka’s work investigates the challenges of bearing witness to Holocaust trauma, a theme
central to Caruth’s studies. She focuses on the ethical and aesthetic dimensions of Holocaust
testimony, contributing to broader discussions about trauma representation. This book is key for
understanding trauma in historical and literary contexts.

8. Trauma Theory: An Introduction by J. Roger Kurtz
This introductory text offers a comprehensive overview of trauma theory, including significant
engagement with Caruth’s ideas. Kurtz covers interdisciplinary approaches, from psychology to
literature, making it accessible for students and researchers new to the field. The book situates
Caruth’s contributions within the wider landscape of trauma studies.

9. Memory, Trauma, and History: Essays on Living with the Past by Michael Rothberg
Rothberg explores the complex relationship between memory, trauma, and historical narrative,
echoing and expanding upon Caruth’s insights. He addresses how trauma complicates collective
memory and challenges linear historical accounts. This collection is valuable for readers interested



in the cultural and political implications of traumatic memory.
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  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Unclaimed Experience Cathy Caruth,
2016-12-15 Her afterword serves as a decisive intervention in the ongoing discussions in and about
the field.
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Literary Theory and Criticism Patricia Waugh,
2006 This volume offers a comprehensive account of modern literary criticism, presenting the field
as part of an ongoing historical and intellectual tradition. Featuring thirty-nine specially
commissioned chapters from an international team of esteemed contributors, it fills a large gap in
the market by combining the accessibility of single-authored selections with a wide range of critical
perspectives. The volume is divided into four parts. Part One covers the key philosophical and
aesthetic origins of literary theory, while Part Two discusses the foundational movements and
thinkers in the first half of the twentieth century. Part Three offers introductory overviews of the
most important movements and thinkers in modern literary theory, and Part Four looks at emergent
trends and future directions.
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Critical Theory and Performance Janelle G.
Reinelt, Joseph R. Roach, 2007 Updated and enlarged, this groundbreaking collection surveys the
major critical currents and approaches in drama, theater, and performance
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Unknowing Philip M. Weinstein, 2005
Weinstein explores the modernist commitment to 'unknowling' by addressing the work of three
experimental writers: Franz Kafka, Marcel Proust, & William Faulkner.
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Cultural Melancholia: US Trauma Discourses
Before and After 9/11 Christina Cavedon, 2015-09-01 In Cultural Melancholia: US Trauma
Discourses Before and After 9/11, Christina Cavedon frames her examination of 9/11 fiction,
especially Jay McInerney’s The Good Life and Don DeLillo’s Falling Man, with a thorough discussion
of what US reactions to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 disclose about American culture.
Offering a comparative reading of pre- and post-9/11 literary, public, and academic discourses, she
deconstructs the still commonly held belief that cultural repercussions of the attacks primarily
testify to a cultural trauma in the wake of the collectively witnessed media event. She innovatively
re-interprets discourses to be symptomatic of a malaise which had afflicted American culture already
prior to 9/11 and can best be approached with melancholia as an analytical concept.
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: The Work of Memory Alon Confino, Peter
Fritzsche, 2002 Coming to terms with a troubled past is the mark of the modern condition. But how
does memory operate? This powerful collection of original essays probes this question by focusing
on Germany, where historical trauma and political turbulence over the past century have deeply
scarred modern memory and identity. Tracing the role of memory in German history between the
Reformation and reunification, contributors show how memory has a history and the presence of the
past has historical context. With scholarly zeal and keen insight, these essays draw on ghost stories
and the postwar fiction of Heinrich Böll, among other memory sites, escorting the reader through
the streets of Alt Hildesheim and the grocery aisles of East Germany. By historicizing memory, this
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volume surpasses the efforts of previous memory scholarship in confronting Germany's National
Socialist past. Standard approaches to memory in modern Germany have explored how the past
represents social relations and is commemorated in literature, art, and personal narrative. In taking
memory out of the museum and beyond the monument, The Work of Memory investigates the ways
memory forms social relations and is integral to the construction of identities, communities, and
policies. Profound and provocative, The Work of Memory contributes to a much-needed anthropology
of memory in modern Germany.
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Reclaiming Home, Remembering
Motherhood, Rewriting History Marie Drews, Verena Theile, 2009-05-05 Reclaiming Home,
Remembering Motherhood, Rewriting History: African American and Afro-Caribbean Women’s
Literature in the Twentieth Century offers a critical valuation of literature composed by black female
writers and examines their projects of reclamation, rememory, and revision. As a collection, it
engages black women writers’ efforts to create more inclusive conceptualizations of community,
gender, and history, conceptualizations that take into account alternate lived and written
experiences as well as imagined futures. Contributors to this collection probe the realms of gender
studies, postcolonialism, and post-structural theory and suggest important ways in which to explore
connections between home, motherhood, and history across the multifarious narratives of African
American and Afro-Caribbean experiences. Together they argue that it is through their female
characters that black women writers demonstrate the tumultuous processes of deciphering home
and homeland, of articulating the complexities of mothering relationships, and of locating their own
personal history within local and national narratives. Essays gathered in this collection consider the
works of African American women writers (Pauline Hopkins, Toni Morrison, Jessie Redmon Fauset,
Audre Lorde, Lalita Tademy, Lorene Cary, Octavia Butler, Zora Neale Hurston, and Sherley Anne
Williams) alongside the works of black women writers from the Caribbean (Jamaica Kincaid and
Gisèle Pineau), Guyana (Grace Nichols), and Cuba (María de los Reyes Castillo Bueno).
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Counterfeit Politics David Kelman, 2012-10-20
In Counterfeit Politics, David Kelman reassesses the political significance of conspiracy theory.
Traditionally, political theory has sought to banish the “paranoid style” from the “proper” domain of
politics. But if conspiracy theory lies outside the sphere of legitimate politics, why do these
narratives continue to haunt political life? Counterfeit Politics accounts for the seemingly
ineradicable nature of conspiracy theory by arguing that all political statements ultimately take the
form of conspiracy theory. Through careful readings of works by Ernest Hemingway, Ricardo Piglia,
Thomas Pynchon, Don DeLillo, Jorge Luis Borges, Ishmael Reed, Jorge Volpi, Rigoberta Menchú, and
Ángel Rama, Kelman demonstrates that conspiracy narratives bear witness to an illegitimate or
“counterfeit” secret that cannot be fully recognized, understood, and controlled. Even though the
secret is not authorized to speak, this “silence” is nevertheless precisely what gives the secret its
force. Kelmangoes on to suggest that all political statements—even those that do not seem
“paranoid”—are constitutively illegitimate or counterfeit, since they always narrate this unresolved
play of legitimacy between an official or authorized plot and an unofficial or unauthorized plot (a
“complot”). In short, Counterfeit Politics argues that politics only takes place as “conspiracy theory.”
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Between the Psyche and the Polis Anne
Whitehead, 2017-11-01 This title was first published in 2000. Incorporating studies of Freudian and
Marxist approaches to questions of history and memory, this timely collection illuminates how
history is being refigured in contemporary literary, cultural and theoretical studies. The contributors
to this volume invite the reader to attend to the forms - linguistic, visual, monumental - by which a
connection with, or separation from, the past takes place. It is current thinking about memory's
relationship to history, and the ongoing critical reassessment of historicism, that preoccupies this
collection. The volume explores the ways in which current thinking about the past operates within a
dialogic space and can be located in relation to multiple perspectives. Thus cultural memory can be
seen not just as a recent development within the field of cultural studies, but as constructing a
between-space which also draws in aspects of psychoanalysis. Similarly, trauma theory may usefully



be conceptualized as operating in a rich and complex dynamic between deconstruction and the work
of Freud. Temporality, memory and the past are attended to here in terms of the dislocations of
narrative, of resistances to linear genealogies, to aid the reader in making unanticipated connections
between theories and cultures, and between the demands of the psyche and the polis.
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Writing and Life, Literature and History Liran
Razinsky, 2016-01-01 In 1963, French-Spanish writer Jorge Semprun published Le Grand Voyage
(The Long Voyage), a fictional account of his deportation to Buchenwald. Later, Semprun became an
Academy Award-nominated screenwriter and served as Spain's minister of culture. This volume of
the Yale French Studies series constitutes an overall assessment of his work, spanning his broad
range of genres and traditions. Including both new perspectives and pieces by authors who have
written widely on Semprun, this volume is a refreshing and dynamic look at one of the
twentieth-century's most interesting literary voices.
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Imperial Affliction Thomas Simmons, 2010 «In
many ways», Robert J.C. Young writes, «colonization from the very first carried with it the seeds of
its own destruction.» Imperial Affliction examines some ways in which Young's observation could be
applied to problems of subjectivity and influence within the colonizing nations themselves,
particularly eighteenth-century Britain. How might these «seeds of destruction» manifest themselves
as problems of identity? How might the very selves with greatest access to self-affirmation - the idea
of the empire, the idea of British citizenry, the idea of the British self - actually find themselves
vulnerable, confused, or damaged? Using multiple forms of postcolonial critique, this book turns
back to salient eighteenth-century British lives and work for a different kind of enlightenment.
Among its central subjects are the elusive subjectivity of William Collins; the exilic religious
experience of William Cowper and its multiple readings in the twentieth century by a self-fashioned
exilic, Donald Davie; the «missed encounter» between Christopher Smart and Samuel Johnson, and
the ways in which that problem was re-inscribed in the work of W. Jackson Bate and Lionel Trilling;
the problem of imperial fixity in James Cook's journals with a view to Gray's «Elegy» and Goldsmith's
«Deserted Village»; and the problem of purity as a paradoxically privileged and exilic force in the
work of John Newton and Christopher Smart. In these explorations, this book illustrates both an
expanded view of eighteenth-century colonial liabilities and a new emphasis on postcolonial critique
as a means of exploring the fissures always present in imperial ambition.
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Trauma and Transcendence Eric Boynton,
Peter Capretto, 2018-08-07 Trauma theory has become a burgeoning site of research in recent
decades, often demanding interdisciplinary reflections on trauma as a phenomenon that defies
disciplinary ownership. While this research has always been challenged by the temporal, affective,
and corporeal dimensions of trauma itself, trauma theory now faces theoretical and methodological
obstacles given its growing interdisciplinarity. Trauma and Transcendence gathers scholars in
philosophy, theology, psychoanalysis, and social theory to engage the limits and prospects of
trauma’s transcendence. This volume draws attention to the increasing challenge of deciding
whether trauma’s unassimilable quality can be wielded as a defense of traumatic experience against
reductionism, or whether it succumbs to a form of obscurantism. Contributors: Eric Boynton, Peter
Capretto, Tina Chanter, Vincenzo Di Nicola, Ronald Eyerman, Donna Orange, Shelly Rambo,
Mary-Jane Rubenstein, Hilary Jerome Scarsella, Eric Severson, Marcia Mount Shoop, Robert D.
Stolorow, George Yancy.
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: What Happened? Re-presenting Traumas,
Uncovering Recoveries Elspeth McInnes, Danielle Schaub, 2018-11-26 Traumatic experiences with
an overwhelming life-threatening feel affect numerous people’s lives. Death and disablement
through accident, illness, war, family violence, natural and human-induced disaster can be
experienced variously at an individual level through to whole communities and nations. Traumatic
memories are intrusive and insistent but fragmented and distorted by the power of sensory
information frozen in time. This volume examines the ways individuals, families, communities and
nations have engaged with representations of traumas and the ethical dimensions embedded in



those re-presentations. Contributors also explore the work of recovering from trauma and finding
resilience through working with narrative and embodied forms such as dance and breathing. The
ubiquity of trauma in human experience means that pathways to recovery differ, emerging from the
way each engages with the world. Sharing, and reflecting on, the ways each copes with trauma
contributes to its understanding as well as pathways to recovery and new strengths. Contributors
are Svetlana Antropova, Peter Bray, Kate Burton, Mark Callaghan, Marie France Forcier, Monica
Hinton, Gen’ichiro Itakura, Danielle Schaub, Zeina Tarraf and Paul Vivian.
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Postcolonial Traumas Abigail Ward,
2015-10-12 This collection of essays explores some new possibilities for understanding postcolonial
traumas. It examines representations of both personal and collective traumas around the globe from
Palestinian, Caribbean, African American, South African, Maltese, Algerian, Indian, Australian and
British writers, directors and artists.
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: The quiet contemporary American novel Rachel
Sykes, 2017-12-01 This book explores the concept of ‘quiet’ – an aesthetic of narrative driven by
reflective principles – and argues for the term’s application to the study of contemporary American
fiction. In doing so, it makes two critical interventions. Firstly, it maps the neglected history of quiet
fictions, arguing that from Hester Prynne to Clarissa Dalloway, from Bartleby to William Stoner, the
Western tradition is filled with quiet characters. Secondly, it asks what it means for a novel to be
quiet and how we might read for quiet in an American literary tradition that critics so often describe
as noisy. Examining recent works by Marilynne Robinson, Teju Cole and Ben Lerner, among others,
the book argues that quiet can be a multi-faceted state of existence, one that is communicative and
expressive in as many ways as noise but filled with potential for radical discourse by its
marginalisation as a mode of expression.
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Against Amnesia Nancy J. Peterson,
2001-04-23 An important study in American literature.--
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Body Politics and the Fictional Double
Debra Walker King, 2000-10-22 Body Politics and the Fictional Double Edited by Debra Walker King
Examines the disjunction between women's appearance and reality. In recent years, questions
concerning the body and its place in postmodern discourses have taken center stage in academic
disciplines. Body Politics joins these discussions by focusing on the challenges women face when
their externally defined identities and representations as bodies -- their body fictions -- speak louder
than what they know to be their true selves. Racialized, gendered, or homophobic body fictions
disfigure individuals by placing them beneath a veil of invisibility and by political, emotional, or
spiritual suffocation. As objects of interpretation, female bodies in search of health care, legal
assistance, professional respect, identity confirmation, and financial security must first confront
their fictionalized doubles in a collision that, in many cases, ends in disappointment, distress, and
even suicide. The contributors reflect on women's day-to-day lives and the cultural productions
(literature, MTV, film, etc.) that give body fictions their power and influence. By exploring how these
fictions are manipulated politically, expressively, and communally, they offer reinterpretations that
challenge the fictional double while theorizing the discursive and performative forms it takes.
Contributors include Trudier Harris, Maude Hines, S. Yumiko Hulvey, Debra Walker King, Sue V.
Rosser, Stephanie A. Smith, Maureen Turim, Caroline Vercoe, Gloria Wade-Gayles, and Rosemary
Weatherston. Debra Walker King, Associate Professor of English at the University of Florida,
Gainesville, is author of Deep Talk: Reading African American Literary Names. She has published
articles and reviews in Names: the Journal of the American Name Society; Philosophy and Rhetoric;
and African American Review. Contents Introduction: Body Fictions, Debra Walker King Who Says
an Older Woman Can't/Shouldn't Dance?, Gloria Wade-Gayles When Body Politics of Partial
Identifications Collide with Multiple Identities of Real Academics: Limited Understandings of
Research and Truncated Collegial Interactions, Sue V. Rosser Body Language: Corporeal Semiotics,
Literary Resistance, Maude Hines Writing in Red Ink, Debra Walker King Myths and Monsters: The
Female Body as the Site for Political Agendas, S. Yumiko Hulvey Agency and Ambivalence: A



Reading of Works by Coco Fusco, Caroline Vercoe Performing Bodies, Performing Culture: An
interview with Coco Fusco and Nao Bustamante, Rosemary Weatherston Women Singing, Women
Gesturing: The Gendered and Racially-Coded Body of Music Video, Maureen Turim Bombshell,
Stephanie A. Smith Afterword: The Unbroken Circle of Assumptions, Trudier Harris
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: The Prosthetic Arts of Moby-Dick David Haven
Blake, 2024-12-13 The Prosthetic Arts of Moby-Dick offers the first book-length study of how
physical disability shapes one of the world's most iconic novels. Rather than see Ahab's lost limb as a
deficiency, however, it explores the way that his prosthesis becomes both a means to power and a
key figure for understanding the role that Islamic cultures play in the novel's plot and form.
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: The Chinese People at War Diana Lary,
2010-07-26 Diana Lary, one of the foremost historians of the period, tells the tragic history of
China's War of Resistance and its consequences from the perspective of those who went through it.
Using archival evidence only recently made available, interviews with survivors, and extracts from
literature, she creates a vivid and highly disturbing picture of the havoc created by the war, the
destruction of towns and villages, the displacement of peoples, and the accompanying economic and
social disintegration. As the author suggests in a new interpretation of modern Chinese history, far
from stemming the spread of communism from the USSR, which was the Japanese pretext for
invasion, the horrors of the war, and the damage it created, nurtured the Chinese Communist Party
and helped it to win power in 1949.
  cathy caruth unclaimed experience citation: Female Desire in Chaucer's Legend of Good
Women and Middle English Romance Lucy M. Allen-Goss, 2020 An examination of female same-sex
desire in Chaucer and medieval romance.
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