chinese fortune sticks number meanings

chinese fortune sticks number meanings play a vital role in the ancient practice of Kau
Cim, also known as Chinese fortune sticks or oracle sticks. This traditional form of divination
involves drawing numbered bamboo sticks from a container, each number corresponding to
a specific poem or oracle that provides guidance and insight into one’s future.
Understanding the chinese fortune sticks number meanings is essential for interpreting the
wisdom contained in these predictions accurately. Each nhumber carries symbolic
significance derived from Chinese culture, philosophy, and numerology, often reflecting
aspects of luck, fortune, challenges, or advice. This article explores the detailed meanings
behind each number, the cultural context of these divinatory tools, and tips for interpreting
the messages effectively. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how these
numbers influence the interpretation of fortune sticks and how to apply this knowledge in
personal or spiritual inquiries.
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Overview of Chinese Fortune Sticks and Their
Significance

Chinese fortune sticks, also known as Kau Cim sticks or oracle sticks, are an ancient
divination tool used to seek guidance from the spiritual realm. Each stick is numbered and
corresponds to a specific written oracle or poem, which is interpreted to provide answers to
questions or advice about life situations. The practice has roots in Taoist and Buddhist
traditions and remains popular in temples and homes across Chinese communities
worldwide.

The significance of the chinese fortune sticks number meanings lies in their ability to
connect the user with traditional wisdom and cultural symbolism. The numbers are not
arbitrary; they carry deep meanings that are intertwined with Chinese beliefs about fate,
luck, and cosmic order. Understanding these numbers is crucial for decoding the messages
and gaining meaningful insights.

Meaning of Individual Chinese Fortune Sticks
Numbers

Each fortune stick number has a unique meaning that can vary slightly depending on the



specific temple or tradition, but there are common themes associated with each. Below is
an overview of some of the most frequently encountered numbers and their general
interpretations.

Number 1: New Beginnings and Opportunities

The number 1 fortune stick symbolizes fresh starts, leadership, and the potential for
success. It suggests that the individual is entering a phase where new opportunities are
abundant, but they must take initiative and act decisively.

Number 2: Partnership and Balance

Number 2 represents harmony, cooperation, and the importance of relationships. It often
advises seeking balance in personal or professional partnerships and encourages diplomacy
and understanding.

Number 3: Growth and Creativity

This number is associated with expansion, creativity, and progress. It indicates a time of
development and encourages the pursuit of innovative ideas or projects.

Number 4: Stability and Hard Work

Despite some cultural associations with misfortune, in the context of fortune sticks, number
4 often emphasizes the value of perseverance, discipline, and building a solid foundation
for future success.

Number 5: Change and Adaptability

Number 5 signifies transformation, unpredictability, and the need to adapt. It may warn of
upcoming changes and encourages flexibility in response to shifting circumstances.

Number 6: Luck and Prosperity

Considered an auspicious number, 6 brings good fortune, smooth progress, and financial
success. It often indicates that favorable conditions are present or forthcoming.

Number 7: Reflection and Wisdom

The number 7 encourages introspection, learning, and spiritual growth. It may suggest
taking time to contemplate important decisions or seek deeper understanding.



Number 8: Wealth and Abundance

Highly regarded in Chinese culture, 8 is synonymous with prosperity, success, and material
gain. It signals a positive period for financial and career advancements.

Number 9: Completion and Fulfillment

Number 9 represents the culmination of efforts, achievement, and the realization of goals.
It can also denote generosity and humanitarianism.

e Number 1: New beginnings and leadership
e Number 2: Partnership and harmony

e Number 3: Creativity and growth

e Number 4: Stability and perseverance

e Number 5: Change and adaptability

e Number 6: Luck and prosperity

e Number 7: Wisdom and reflection

e Number 8: Wealth and abundance

e Number 9: Completion and fulfillment

Symbolism and Numerology in Chinese Fortune
Sticks

Numerology plays a crucial role in the interpretation of chinese fortune sticks number
meanings. Chinese numerology assigns symbolic significance to numbers based on their
phonetic similarity to words with positive or negative connotations. This cultural context
enhances the depth of each number’s meaning in divination.

For example, the number 8 ([J, ba) sounds similar to the word for wealth or fortune ([J, fa),
making it particularly lucky. Conversely, the number 4 ([], si) is often avoided in everyday
life due to its phonetic resemblance to the word for death ([], si). However, in fortune sticks
divination, the interpretation of number 4 is more nuanced, emphasizing endurance rather
than misfortune.

The symbolic attributes of numbers also relate to the Five Elements theory (Wood, Fire,
Earth, Metal, Water) and Taoist cosmology, which influence the messages conveyed by the
sticks. This interconnected symbolism enriches the interpretive process and aligns the
fortune sticks with broader Chinese philosophical traditions.



How to Interpret and Use the Number Meanings

Interpreting chinese fortune sticks number meanings requires more than understanding the
number alone. The full oracle or poem associated with the drawn stick provides detailed
guidance, but the number serves as an initial key to unlocking the message.

When using fortune sticks for divination, consider the following steps:

1. Focus on a clear question or intention: Preparation helps align the reading with
the seeker’s needs.

2. Draw a stick and note its number: This number corresponds to a specific oracle.

3. Consult the corresponding oracle text: Read the poem or message associated
with the number to understand the guidance.

4. Reflect on the number’s symbolic meaning: Combine the cultural and
numerological insights with the oracle’s content.

5. Apply the advice thoughtfully: Use the interpretation to inform decisions or gain
perspective.

Awareness of the chinese fortune sticks number meanings enhances the accuracy and
depth of the divination. It allows practitioners to connect the numbers to broader themes
such as luck, challenges, relationships, and personal growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What do the numbers on Chinese fortune sticks
represent?

The numbers on Chinese fortune sticks correspond to specific poems or fortunes in the
traditional 'Kau Cim' practice, each revealing unique advice or predictions based on ancient
wisdom.

How can | interpret the meaning of my Chinese fortune
stick number?

To interpret your Chinese fortune stick number, you consult a corresponding text or book
that explains the poem or message linked to that number, offering guidance on aspects like
health, career, and relationships.

Are certain Chinese fortune sticks numbers considered
luckier than others?

Yes, some numbers are traditionally viewed as luckier in Chinese culture, such as 8, which



symbolizes prosperity and wealth; however, the overall meaning depends on the specific
fortune associated with the number.

Can the same number on different Chinese fortune
sticks have different meanings?

Generally, each number corresponds to a fixed fortune or poem, so the meaning remains
consistent across fortune sticks; variations may occur if different sets or traditions are used.

How does numerology influence the interpretation of
Chinese fortune sticks?

Numerology plays a role in interpreting Chinese fortune sticks by adding symbolic
significance to the numbers, enhancing the understanding of the fortune's message
through traditional beliefs about number meanings.

Additional Resources

1. The Art of Chinese Fortune Sticks: Unlocking Ancient Wisdom

This book explores the traditional practice of Chinese fortune sticks, also known as Kau
Cim. It delves into the history, symbolism, and interpretation of each numbered stick,
providing readers with an insightful guide to understanding their meanings. Perfect for
beginners and enthusiasts alike, it offers practical advice on how to use fortune sticks for
personal guidance.

2. Chinese Fortune Sticks Number Meanings: A Comprehensive Guide

A detailed reference book that breaks down the significance of each number on the Chinese
fortune sticks. The author explains the cultural and spiritual context behind the numbers,
along with various interpretations for different life situations. Readers will find clear
explanations and examples for applying the meanings in everyday decision-making.

3. Kau Cim Decoded: Number Interpretations and Spiritual Insights

Focusing on the Kau Cim tradition, this book provides in-depth analysis of the numbered
sticks and their prophetic messages. It includes stories and case studies showing how the
fortune sticks have influenced people's lives. The text also offers tips on proper ritual
conduct and enhancing intuitive understanding.

4. Divining Destiny with Chinese Fortune Sticks

This volume presents a step-by-step approach to using Chinese fortune sticks for divination.
It explains the symbolic content of each number and how to interpret the resulting
messages in the context of personal growth and future planning. The book emphasizes the
spiritual connection between the seeker and the divine forces behind the practice.

5. Number Meanings in Chinese Fortune Sticks: Tradition and Modern Applications

Bridging ancient tradition and contemporary use, this book examines how the meanings of
the numbered sticks have evolved and how they can be applied today. It offers insights into
the cultural significance of each number and practical guidance for modern readers seeking
clarity and direction through fortune sticks.



6. The Complete Kau Cim Handbook: Numbers, Meanings, and Rituals

A comprehensive manual covering all aspects of Kau Cim divination, including detailed
number meanings, historical background, and ritual procedures. This book is ideal for those
wanting a thorough understanding of the practice, from the significance of each stick to the
correct methods of casting and interpretation.

7. Chinese Fortune Sticks Explained: Number Symbolism and Interpretation

This book focuses on the symbolism behind each number on the fortune sticks, revealing
layers of meaning rooted in Chinese philosophy and folklore. It provides readers with tools
to decode the messages and apply them to various aspects of life, including relationships,
career, and health.

8. Unlocking the Secrets of Chinese Fortune Sticks Numbers

An insightful guide into the mystical world of Chinese fortune sticks, emphasizing the
hidden meanings behind each number. The author shares techniques for deepening one's
intuition and enhancing the accuracy of readings. The book also covers common questions
and challenges faced by practitioners.

9. The Wisdom of Numbers: Chinese Fortune Sticks and Their Meanings

This book presents an exploration of numerology within the context of Chinese fortune
sticks, explaining how each number carries unique wisdom and guidance. It offers practical
examples and interpretations to help readers connect with the spiritual messages conveyed
by the sticks. Ideal for those interested in numerology and traditional Chinese divination.
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chinese fortune sticks number meanings: Divination Jewels Rocka, 2021-05-20 How did the
Oracle of Delphi obtain her prophecies? Can you access information just by holding an object? Are
itches actually messages? Is it really possible to read the future in the bottom of a teacup? In this
condensed book, experienced seer Jewels Rocka outlines the theory and practice of divination, using
illuminating examples from all over the world. Packed with useful information and miniturised
reference tables, this is the essential pocket volume for the travelling prophet. e;Fascinatinge;
FINANCIAL TIMES. e;Beautifule; LONDON REVIEW OF BOOKS. e;Rich and Artfule; THE LANCET.
e;Genuinely mind-expandinge; FORTEAN TIMES. e;Excellente; NEW SCIENTIST. e;Stunninge; NEW
YORK TIMES. Small books, big ideas.

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: Signs and Symbols DK, 2019-06-11 Since when
did certain hand gestures become offensive? And why are scales a symbol of justice? For thousands
of years, humans have communicated through a language of signs and symbols. From uniforms to
body adornment and corporate logos, symbols are everywhere, and this book is your guide to their
secret meanings and history. The Sun as well as the night sky with its stars and planets has long
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been used to symbolize supernatural forces. Learn about this and also how humans have used
patterns, numbers, clothing, and more to signal authority, kinship, and status. Signs & Symbols
decodes over 2000 emblems, explaining the visual language of architecture, heraldry, religion, and
death. It answers questions such as why, for example, Christianity is symbolized by a fish, or how
the Chinese use the crane bird to signify longevity. This comprehensive book also explores how
certain gemstones or flowers became linked to personal qualities and how the alphabet and national
flags came into being. Signs & Symbols will open your eyes to the fascinating world of symbolism
that is embedded in every area of our lives.

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: Prophetical, Educational, and Playing Cards
Mrs. John King Van Rensselaer, 1912

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: Reading Dream of the Red Chamber Ronald R.
Gray, 2022-10-18 A masterpiece of world literature, Honglou Meng (Dream of the Red Chamber) by
Cao Xueqin (1715-1763) is widely considered China's greatest novel and serves as a compendium of
traditional Chinese life and culture during the Qing Dynasty. This guide offers a comprehensive
introduction and overview to Honglou Meng, providing more than 200 alphabetical entries
describing characters, key events and a wide range of topics, with discussion of important themes
and narrative techniques. A brief biography of Cao is included, along with a history of Chinese and
English critical receptions, an extensive bibliography and recommended reading.

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: Secrets of the I Ching Joseph Murphy,
1999-12-01 The classic guide to tapping the practical benefits of an age-old book of wisdom--revised
to captivate today's spiritual seekersBased on the revered Chinese philosophy with a 5,000-year-old
tradition, the I Ching, or Book of Changes, is rich in revelations. An eminent expert on the powers of
the subconscious, Dr. Joseph Murphy opens the guiding force of this ancient text to anyone with an
appreciation of the possibilities. With the help of three coins--ordinary pennies will do-- readers will
learn to apply their intuitive abilities to receive the I Ching's answers. With a practical outlook, this
hands-on guide presents simple techniques for enlisting the I Ching's aid in everyday
problem-solving and decision-making. Murphy explains the I Ching hexagram system, revealing its
roots in human psychology and the principle of constant change. Demystifying obscure terms and
symbols, the author leads the way to consulting the I Ching for clarity and guidance in times of
confusion and crisis. By combining basic mathematical formulas with spiritual awareness, readers
will realize the miracle-working potential of their own mind and connect with the I Ching's truths. As
a result, they'll gain vital insights into questions about career, family, romance, financial security,
and life goals. And they'll discover the wonder of genuine peace of mind. SECRETS OF THE I
CHING, does not claim to predict the future. But it does provide the tools to mark any future with
the promise of greater personal and spiritual fulfillment.

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: Chinese Fortune Sticks Zhao Xiaomin, Martin
Palmer, 2006-10 There are times when we simply do not know what to do for the best -when we can
see both sides of an argument or when we feel we need some advice. For the Chinese, one of the
traditional ways of finding such help is to turn to the gods and goddesses for guidance. To do this,
they use the divination sticks of Chinese temples which enable the inquirer to receive a specific
answer from the deities. These sticks -each numbered individually -are placed in a special holy
container marked with the Chinese sign for spiritual blessing. Miraculously, on shaking, one
emerges, the poems of the gods and goddesses - the immortal Wong Tai Sin, the Ruler of Heaven, or
the goddess of Mercy, Kuan Yin, for example -are consulted and guidance is offered. With Chinese
Fortune Sticks you can enter the realms of Chinese tradition and tap into the wisdom of heaven-the
Way of the Tao-for help and advice on how to deal with the challenges of everyday life. The system is
quick, simple and great fun to use.

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: Language Myths, Mysteries and Magic K.
Stollznow, 2014-09-05 Can a bump on the head cause someone to speak with a different accent? Can
animals, aliens, and objects talk? Can we communicate with gods, demons, and the dead? Language
Myths, Mysteries and Magic is a curio shop full of colourful superstitions, folklore, and legends




about language.

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: The Trinity in Asian Perspective Jung Young
Lee, 1996 In order to grasp this fact, we need different conceptual categories, not only with which to
view God, but all of reality.

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: Around The World Chang Shih Yen, 2024-08-26
From the author of Chang Shih Yen’s Pandemic Diary comes a work of fiction. This collection of nine
short stories will transport readers around the world. Meet a girlfriend’s parents for the first time in
South Korea, make cocaine in Peru, ride a motorcycle across Southeast Asia, talk to the dead in
Malaysia and find a uniquely Mexican way to heal a broken heart. There are also a couple of deeply
personal stories from home by Malaysian writer Chang Shih Yen. Contents * Meeting the Parents
(South Korea) * A Secret Recipe (Peru) * Boxes (Singapore) * Kap Chai and I (Southeast Asia) ®
Pablo Neruda’s House (Chile) * Tunnel Beach Téte-a-téte (New Zealand) * Mix Tape Memoir
(Malaysia) ¢ Life, Death and Money (Malaysia) * Saying Goodbye (México)

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: The Complete Language of Herbs S. Theresa
Dietz, 2024-02-06 Discover the meanings, powers, facts, and folklore for over 500 herbs and spices
in The Complete Language of Herbs—now in a pocket-size edition for easy, on-the-go reference.
Along with a beautiful visual depiction, each entry provides the herb or spice’s scientific and
common names, characteristics, and historic meanings and powers from mythology, medieval
legends, folklore, and flower poetry. Did you know that allspice can be added to herbal mixtures to
attract money or luck? Or that sprinkling arrowroot at the doors of your home will keep guests’
negative energy from entering? Reaching the height of popularity during the Victorian era,
floriographies—dictionaries of symbolic flower meanings—were an amusing pastime and art to
subtly communicate unspoken emotions. To complement the success of The Complete Language of
Flowers, author S. Theresa Dietz has scoured historic sources and compiled an equally beautiful
compendium in The Complete Language of Herbs, revealing the secrets and powers of hundreds of
common and forgotten herbs and spices from around the world. Together with stunning full-color
illustrations and two indexes, one for searching by common herb and spice name and the other
organized by meaning, this beautiful reference is a must-have for gardeners, chefs, party planners,
and food enthusiasts.

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: The Complete Language of Trees - Pocket
Edition S. Theresa Dietz, 2024-09-10 The Complete Language of Trees is a comprehensive and
neatly organized dictionary of over 400 types of trees that recognizes each species’ name,
characteristics, and hidden properties from mythology, legends, and folklore around the world—now
in a pocket-size edition for easy, on-the-go reference.

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: Real Magic Isaac Bonewits, 1989-01-15 From an
occult scholar who “is witty and possessed of a mind that peers around corners . . . a fresh
exploration of magic” (Publishers Weekly). From one of the founders of the modern pagan movement
comes an examination of psychic phenomena, from ESP to Eastern ritual. In this classic text for
students and practitioners of occultism, Isaac Bonewits explores the basic laws of magic, relating
them to the natural laws of the universe. “A book both scholarly and readable.” —San Francisco
Chronicle “Groundbreaking and thought provoking, this seminal work of magical theory was perhaps
the first logical, rigorously sensible look at magic.” —PanGaia

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: The Student's Encyclopaedia of Universal
Knowledge , 1883

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: Fear and Fortune Mette M. High, 2017-05-09
Mongolia over the last decade has seen a substantial and ongoing gold rush. The widespread mining
of gold looks at first glance to be a blessing for a desperately poor and largely pastoralist country
where people's lives were disrupted by the end of the USSR and tens of millions of livestock were
killed in devastating droughts in the early 2000s. Volatility and uncertainty as well as political and
economic turmoil led many people to join the hopeful search for gold. This activity, born out of
uncertain times, poses an intense moral problem; in the land of dust, disturbing the ground and



extracting the precious metal is widely believed to have calamitous consequences. With gold
retaining strong ties to the landscape and its many spirit beings, the fortune of the precious metal is
inseparable from the fears that surround mining. Tracing the continuities and discontinuities
between human and nonhuman worlds, Mette M. High follows the paths of gold as it is excavated
and converted into polluted money, entering local shops and Buddhist monasteries, joining the
illegal gold trade, and returning as renewed money for the big bosses of the gold mines. High has
done several years of fieldwork in Mongolia, spending time with the ninjas, as the miners are known
locally, as well as the people who disapprove of their illegal activities and warn of the retribution
that the land and its inhabitants may suffer as a result. This book is about radical change, or as
many Mongolians put it, when life becomes strange and chaotic. High has gained a deep
understanding of the processes by which Mongolians square a morally questionable activity with the
lure of profit. How do they involve themselves with tainted sources of money, and can it ever be
cleansed and made usable? Addressing how our lives and those of others are intimately intertwined,
Fear and Fortune offers an expansive and capacious approach to understanding the high stakes
involved in human economic life.

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: For Gods, Ghosts and Ancestors Janet Lee
Scott, 2007-05-01 Offerings of various kinds - food, incense, paper money and figures - have been
central to Chinese culture for millennia, and as a public, visual display of spiritual belief, they are
still evident today in China and in Chinatowns around the world. Using Hong Kong as a case study,
Janet Scott looks at paper offerings from every conceivable angle - how they are made, sold, and
used. Her comprehensive investigation touches on virtually every aspect of Chinese popular religion
as it explores the many forms of these intricate objects, their manufacture, their significance, and
their importance in rituals to honor gods, care for ancestors, and contend with ghosts. Throughout
For Gods, Ghosts and Ancestors, paper offerings are presented as a vibrant and living tradition
expressing worshippers' respect and gratitude for the gods, as well as love and concern for departed
family members. Ranging from fake paper money to paper furniture, servant dolls, cigarettes, and
toiletries - all multihued and artfully constructed - paper offerings are intended to provide for the
needs of those in the spirit world. Readers are introduced to the variety of paper offerings and their
uses in worship, in assisting worshippers with personal difficulties, and in rituals directed to gods,
ghosts, and ancestors. We learn of the manufacture and sale of paper goods, life in paper shops, the
training of those who make paper offerings, and the symbolic and artistic dimensions of the objects.
Finally, the book considers the survival of this traditional craft, the importance of flexibility and
innovation, and the role of compassion and filial piety in the use of paper offerings.

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: Encyclopaedia of the History of Science,
Technology, and Medicine in Non-Western Cultures Helaine Selin, 2008-03-12 Here, at last, is the
massively updated and augmented second edition of this landmark encyclopedia. It contains
approximately 1000 entries dealing in depth with the history of the scientific, technological and
medical accomplishments of cultures outside of the United States and Europe. The entries consist of
fully updated articles together with hundreds of entirely new topics. This unique reference work
includes intercultural articles on broad topics such as mathematics and astronomy as well as
thoughtful philosophical articles on concepts and ideas related to the study of non-Western Science,
such as rationality, objectivity, and method. You’ll also find material on religion and science, East
and West, and magic and science.

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: Sources of East Asian Tradition: Premodern
Asia Wm. Theodore De Bary, William Theodore De Bary, 2008 Wm. Theodore de Bary offers a
selection of essential readings from his immensely popular anthologies Sources of Chinese Tradition,
Sources of Korean Tradition, and Sources of Japanese Tradition so readers can experience a concise
but no less comprehensive portrait of the social, intellectual, and religious traditions of East Asia.--

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: Encyclopedia of Pseudoscience William F.
Williams, 2013-12-02 The Encyclopedia of Pseudoscience is the first one-volume, A-to-Z reference
that identifies, defines, and explains all of the terms and ideas dealing with the somewhat murky




world of the almost sciences. Truly interdisciplinary and multicultural in scope, the Encyclopedia
examines how fringe or marginal sciences have affected people throughout history, as well as how
they continue to exert an influence on our lives today. This comprehensive reference brings
together: superstitions and fads that are part of popular culture, such as fortune telling; healing
practices once thought marginal that are now become increasingly accepted, such as homeopathy
and acupuncture; frauds and hoaxes that have occurred throughout history, such as UFOs; mistaken
theories first put forward as serious science, but later discarded as false, such as phrenology and
racial typing, etc. More than 2000 extensively cross-referenced and illustrated entries cover
prominent phenomena, major figures, events topics, places and associations.

chinese fortune sticks number meanings: Fodor's Hong Kong Joanna G. Cantor, Shannon
Kelly, Josh Mcllvain, 2009 Recommends hotels, restaurants, museums, and parks, briefly describes
the history and culture of Hong Kong, and offers tips on sightseeing, night life, leisure activities, and
excursions to China
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assistance provided as you need it

The Best Way to Learn Chinese Online | Yoyo Chinese Most Chinese learning apps are a
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shortcuts aimed at cutting costs. Instead, our team

Chinese script and languages - Omniglot Information about written and spoken Chinese,
including details of the Chinese script, and of different varieties of spoken Chinese (Mandarin,
Cantonese, etc)

Chinese Culture, Customs and Traditions (A Complete Guide) China boasts a rich and
profound culture. Our Chinese culture guide contains information traditions, customes, heritage,
arts, festivals, language, food, Kungfu, and

How to Learn Mandarin Chinese: A Beginner's Guide - wikiHow A guide to learning Mandarin
Chinese, including grammar, pronunciation, reading, and writing To learn Mandarin Chinese, begin
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Written Chinese - Learn to Read & Write Chinese Tools and resources to help students of
Mandarin learn how to read and write Chinese characters

All About Chinese Languages, Dialects & Varieties in China How many languages are spoken
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Free Online Chinese Lessons (+ Practice) - ImproveMandarin Learning to speak Chinese?
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