charles dickens best novels ranked

charles dickens best novels ranked offer a fascinating insight into the literary brilliance of one of the 19th
century's most influential authors. Dickens' works are celebrated for their vivid characters, intricate plots,
and social commentary that remains relevant today. This article explores the most acclaimed novels by
Charles Dickens, ranked according to their literary significance, popularity, and critical reception. Readers
will discover detailed analyses of each masterpiece, highlighting themes, narrative style, and historical
context. Additionally, this ranking sheds light on Dickens' evolution as a writer and his enduring legacy in
English literature. Whether a seasoned reader or new to Dickens, this comprehensive guide serves as an

authoritative resource for understanding the best of his novels.
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Overview of Charles Dickens' Literary Impact

Charles Dickens is widely regarded as one of the greatest novelists of the Victorian era, whose works have
left an indelible mark on English literature. His novels often explore themes of social injustice, poverty, and
human resilience, reflecting the complexities of 19th-century British society. Dickens' storytelling prowess
combined with his memorable characters and vivid descriptions has captivated generations of readers
worldwide. His influence extends beyond literature into popular culture, theater, and film adaptations,
underscoring the timeless appeal of his narratives. Understanding Dickens' literary impact provides

essential context for appreciating the ranking of his best novels.

Historical Context of Dickens' Writing

The Industrial Revolution and the rapid urbanization of England set the backdrop for much of Dickens'
work. His novels frequently critique the social and economic disparities of the period, offering a voice to
the marginalized and impoverished. Dickens' own experiences with poverty and child labor informed his
empathetic portrayal of hardship. This historical context enriches the reading experience and deepens the

thematic resonance of his novels.



Literary Style and Innovations

Dickens is known for his masterful blending of realism, humor, and melodrama. His use of serialized
publication allowed for episodic storytelling that maintained suspense and reader engagement. Dickens'
narrative style often includes rich characterization and intricate plots, making his novels both entertaining

and thought-provoking. His innovative approach paved the way for modern novel-writing conventions.

Top Charles Dickens Novels Ranked

The ranking of Charles Dickens' best novels is based on critical acclaim, reader popularity, and the novels'
lasting influence on literature and society. This list highlights the most celebrated works in his

bibliography, offering a guide to his literary achievements.

1. Great Expectations
2. David Copperfield

3. Bleak House

4. A Tale of Two Cities
5. Oliver Twist

6. Hard Times

7. Little Dorrit

8. Our Mutual Friend
9. Nicholas Nickleby

10. The Pickwick Papers

Detailed Analysis of Selected Novels

Great Expectations

Often considered Dickens' magnum opus, Great Expectations explores themes of ambition, social class, and

personal growth. The novel's protagonist, Pip, undergoes a transformative journey marked by unexpected



fortune and moral challenges. Dickens' nuanced portrayal of character development and social critique

makes this novel a favorite among scholars and readers alike.

David Copperfield

David Coppertfield is a semi-autobiographical novel that chronicles the life of its eponymous hero from
childhood to maturity. It is celebrated for its rich characterizations, including unforgettable figures like
Uriah Heep and Mr. Micawber. The novel's exploration of identity, perseverance, and social mobility

solidifies its status as one of Dickens’ best works.

Bleak House

This novel is noted for its complex narrative structure and incisive social criticism. Bleak House centers on
the protracted legal case of Jarndyce and Jarndyce, symbolizing the inefficiencies of the English court
system. Dickens weaves multiple storylines and a large cast of characters to expose corruption and human

folly.

A Tale of Two Cities

Set against the backdrop of the French Revolution, A Tale of Two Cities is a powerful exploration of
sacrifice, redemption, and resurrection. Dickens contrasts the cities of London and Paris to examine themes
of violence and social upheaval. The novel’s memorable opening line and dramatic plot have contributed to

its enduring popularity.

Factors Influencing the Ranking

Several key factors contribute to the ranking of Charles Dickens best novels ranked, including literary
merit, thematic depth, character complexity, and cultural impact. Understanding these criteria helps

contextualize why certain works are esteemed more highly than others.

Literary Merit and Innovation

The novels are assessed on their narrative techniques, stylistic quality, and contribution to the development
of the novel as a literary form. Dickens’ innovations in plot construction and serialized storytelling have

been particularly influential.



Thematic Depth and Social Commentary

Dickens’ novels often serve as social critiques, addressing issues such as poverty, injustice, and class
disparity. The depth with which these themes are explored significantly affects a novel’s standing in the

ranking.

Character Development and Memorability

One of Dickens’ greatest strengths lies in his creation of vivid, memorable characters. The complexity and

relatability of these characters enhance the novels’ appeal and literary significance.

Cultural and Historical Impact

The lasting influence of Dickens’ novels on literature, culture, and public consciousness also plays a crucial
role in their ranking. Works that continue to resonate with contemporary audiences and inspire adaptations

hold a higher position.

Summary of Charles Dickens' Best Novels

The ranking of Charles Dickens best novels ranked reflects the enduring power and relevance of his
storytelling. From the personal growth in Great Expectations and David Copperfield to the societal critiques
in Bleak House and Hard Times, Dickens' oeuvre offers a rich tapestry of Victorian life. His novels remain
essential reading for understanding the social fabric of his era and the universal themes that continue to

captivate readers today.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What are Charles Dickens' best novels ranked by literary critics?

Literary critics often rank Charles Dickens' best novels as follows: 1) Great Expectations, 2) David
Copperfield, 3) Bleak House, 4) A Tale of Two Cities, 5) Oliver Twist, 6) Nicholas Nickleby, 7) Hard Times,
8) Little Dorrit, 9) The Pickwick Papers.

Which Charles Dickens novel is considered his masterpiece?

Great Expectations is widely considered Charles Dickens' masterpiece due to its complex characters,

intricate plot, and profound themes of social class and personal growth.



How does David Copperfield' rank among Charles Dickens' novels?

'David Copperfield' is often ranked as one of Dickens' top novels, frequently placed first or second because it

is semi-autobiographical and showrcases his narrative skill and character development.

Why is Bleak House' highly regarded among Dickens' works?

'‘Bleak House' is highly regarded for its innovative narrative structure, social criticism, and memorable

characters, making it one of Dickens' best novels in many rankings.

Where does 'A Tale of Two Cities' fit in the ranking of Dickens' best

novels?

'A Tale of Two Cities' is commonly ranked among the top five novels by Dickens, praised for its historical

context, dramatic storytelling, and exploration of sacrifice and redemption.

Are 'Oliver Twist' and 'Nicholas Nickleby' considered among Dickens'

best novels?

Yes, 'Oliver Twist' and 'Nicholas Nickleby' are often included in rankings of Dickens' best novels due to
their vivid characters and social commentary, though they sometimes rank slightly lower than his later

works.

What criteria are used to rank Charles Dickens' best novels?

Rankings of Dickens' best novels typically consider factors such as literary quality, character development,

thematic depth, historical significance, and popularity among readers and critics.

Is 'Hard Times' considered one of Charles Dickens' best novels?

'Hard Times' is sometimes ranked lower than Dickens' more celebrated works but is nonetheless valued for

its critique of industrial society and moral questions, earning it recognition among his notable novels.

How do modern readers generally rank Charles Dickens' novels?

Modern readers often rank Dickens' novels based on timeless themes, readability, and character appeal,
with 'Great Expectations,' 'David Copperfield,’ and 'Bleak House' frequently topping the lists as his best

works.



Additional Resources

1. Great Expectations
This novel follows the life of Pip, an orphan who dreams of becoming a gentleman. It explores themes of
social class, ambition, and personal growth. Dickens masterfully portrays complex characters and moral

lessons through Pip's journey from innocence to experience.

2. David Copperfield
Considered semi-autobiographical, this novel traces the life of David Copperfield from childhood to
maturity. It delves into themes of perseverance, self-discovery, and the impact of kindness in a harsh

world. The story is rich with memorable characters and vivid depictions of Victorian society.

3. A Tale of Two Cities
Set against the backdrop of the French Revolution, this historical novel contrasts life in London and Paris. It
explores themes of sacrifice, redemption, and resurrection. Dickens weaves a dramatic story of love and

political turmoil with unforgettable characters like Sydney Carton.

4. Bleak House
This novel centers on a long-running legal case, Jarndyce and Jarndyce, highlighting the flaws of the
British judicial system. Through a large cast of characters, Dickens critiques social injustices and reveals the

dark underbelly of Victorian England. The narrative combines mystery, romance, and social commentary.

5. Oliver Twist
Oliver Twist is a poignant tale of an orphan navigating the harsh streets of London. The novel addresses
themes of poverty, child labor, and the struggle between good and evil. Dickens exposes the grim realities

faced by the underprivileged with powerful storytelling and vivid characters.

6. Hard Times

Set in the fictional industrial town of Coketown, this novel critiques the dehumanizing effects of
industrialization and utilitarianism. Dickens explores the conflict between facts and imagination through
characters trapped by rigid social expectations. It is a sharp social commentary on education, labor, and

economic disparity.

7. Little Dorrit
This novel tells the story of Amy Dorrit, born in debtor's prison, and her family's struggles with debt and
social stigma. Dickens highlights themes of imprisonment, both literal and metaphorical, and critiques

bureaucratic inefficiency. The story combines personal drama with incisive social criticism.

8. Our Mutual Friend
Centered on the inheritance of a large fortune, this novel explores themes of greed, social climbing, and the
corrupting power of money. Dickens paints a vivid picture of Victorian London’s diverse social classes and

the complexities of human nature. The narrative is rich with intrigue, mystery, and dark humor.



9. The Pickwick Papers
Dickens' first novel is a humorous and episodic tale following the adventures of Mr. Pickwick and his
friends. It combines satire, wit, and social observation to depict various aspects of English life. The book

established Dickens as a literary figure and remains a charming exploration of friendship and folly.
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charles dickens best novels ranked: Charles Dickens: The Complete Novels (The Greatest
Novelists of All Time - Book 1) Charles Dickens, 2023-12-24 In Charles Dickens: The Complete
Novels (The Greatest Novelists of All Time 'Al Book 1), readers are invited into the rich tapestry of
Dickens's oeuvre, showcasing his remarkable ability to blend vivid characterization with biting social
commentary. This compilation captures the essence of Victorian England, exploring themes of class
disparity, morality, and the human condition through his meticulously crafted narratives and a
distinctive, often whimsical prose style. Dickens's novels are renowned for their intricate plots and
memorable figures, offering a profound reflection of the time while remaining timeless in their
appeal. Charles Dickens, a prolific author and social reformer, drew inspiration from his own
challenging upbringing amid poverty and hardship. His experiences of child labor, debt, and familial
struggles informed his writing, enabling him to create resonant characters and compelling stories
that advocate for social justice and empathy. Dickens's deep engagement with societal issues and his
unwavering humanitarian ethos are evident throughout his literary career, making his work not only
entertaining but also profoundly impactful. For those seeking a comprehensive introduction to one of
literature's giants, this edition is invaluable. It serves as a testament to Dickens's enduring relevance
and charm, making it essential reading for scholars, students, and lovers of classic literature alike,
as they delve into the intricacies of the human experience through his unparalleled lens. In this
enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A
comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic
evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape
the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader
era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise
Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate
plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring
motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the
different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's
overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to
modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand-picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points,
serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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systematic reading Charles Dudley Warner, 1902

charles dickens best novels ranked: Radiant General Knowledge - Book 9,
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for Busy People Benjamin Rush Davenport, 1891
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Modern Charles Dudley Warner, Hamilton Wright Mabie, Lucia Isabella Gilbert Runkle, George H.
Warner, George Henry Warner, 1902

charles dickens best novels ranked: Library of the World's Best Literature, Ancient and
Modern: General index Charles Dudley Warner, 1899

charles dickens best novels ranked: The Greatest Works of Arnold Bennett Arnold Bennett,
2019-12-18 Musaicum Books presents to you this meticulously edited Arnold Bennett collection. This
ebook has been designed and formatted to the highest digital standards and adjusted for readability
on all devices. Content: Novels: A Man from the North The Grand Babylon Hotel Anna of the Five
Towns Leonora A Great Man Teresa of Watling Street Sacred and Profane Love Hugo The Ghost- A
Modern Fantasy The City of Pleasure: A Fantasia on Modern Themes Buried Alive The Old Wives'
Tale Clayhanger Denry the Audacious Helen with the High Hand The Card Hilda Lessways The Plain
Man and His Wife The Regent: A Five Towns Story of Adventure in London The Price of Love From
the log of the Velsa These Twain The Pretty Lady The Roll-Call The Lion's Share Mr.Prohack Lilian
Riceyman Steps Short Stories Collections: Tales of the Five Towns The Grim Smile of the Five Towns
The Matador of the Five Towns The Loot of Cities Mr. Penfound's Two Burglars Midnight at the
Grand Babylon The Police Station The Adventure of the Prima Donna The Episode in Room 222
Saturday to Monday A Dinner at the Louvre Plays: What the Public Wants The Honeymoon The Great
Adventure The Title Judith Non-Fiction: Journalism For Women The Truth about an Author How to
Become an Author The Reasonable Life Literary Taste: How to Form It How to Live on 24 Hours a
Day The Feast of St. Friend: A Christmas Book Mental Efficiency Those United States Friendship
and Happiness Paris Nights and Other Impressions of Places and People The Author's Craft Over
There: War Scenes on the Western Front Books and Persons: Selections from The New Age
1908-1911 Self and Self-Management Things That Have Interested Me The Human Machine

charles dickens best novels ranked: Index-guide to Library of the World's Best
Literature, Ancient and Modern Edward Cornelius Towne, 1899

charles dickens best novels ranked: Library of the World's Best Literature: Index guide.
Prepared by Edward C. Towne , 1899

charles dickens best novels ranked: 2024-25 UP Board Class-XII English Unsolved & Solved
Papers YCT Expert Team , 2024-25 UP Board Class-XII English Unsolved & Solved Papers 256 495
E. This book contains previous solved papers from 2019 to 2024.

charles dickens best novels ranked: A New Jersey Christmas Carol Paul John Hausleben,
2024-09-08 The classic Christmas tale with a New Jersey twist! A New Jersey Christmas Carol,
Special Edition of A New Jersey Christmas Tale, is another release by the master storyteller on an
already long list of Christmas books and seasonal magic! Just when you thought the holidays
couldn't get any merrier, the beloved author Paul John Hausleben offers a delightful twist on a
timeless tale. Immerse yourself in A New Jersey Christmas Carol, where the spirit of Charles Dickens
dances alongside the unique charm of the Garden State. In the chilly Christmas season of 2020,
Hausleben's original work, A New Jersey Christmas Tale, captured hearts and became an instant
classic, blending laughter, hope, and the warmth of community during unprecedented times. But
readers had questions, and for years, they wondered why “Tale” instead of “Carol”? After years of
reflecting and expanding his knowledge, Hausleben returns this holiday season with a special
edition that dives deeper into his love for Dickens' masterpiece. With newfound insights, the author
includes a commentary on the Dickens’ classic, and infuses the pages of this special edition with
festive fun, humor, and his signature hand-drawn illustrations—just in time for the season of giving.
Join Hausleben on this enchanting journey of discovery, feel the dual reverberations of nostalgia and
innovation, and celebrate what it means to embrace joy, generosity, and transformation. A New
Jersey Christmas Carol invites you to gather with family, rekindle the magic of classic storytelling,
and reflect on the true spirit of Christmas—one of hope, love, and redemption. Rediscover your
favorite holiday classic through the lens of a modern storyteller. Perfect for fans of Dickens and new
readers alike, this special edition promises to warm your heart and inspire the magic of the season.
Are you ready to transform your Christmas? Let the journey begin!




charles dickens best novels ranked: Class List of Best Books Library Association, 1906

charles dickens best novels ranked: World Almanac and Encyclopedia, 1895

charles dickens best novels ranked: Choice in Charles Dickens's Later Novels Keith Easley,
2023-06-19 We read the book, and the book is reading us. In his later novels, Charles Dickens uses
the interaction between characters and their audiences within the fiction to dramatise his growing
understanding of the pivotal role of spectatorship and choice in a more democratic society. Egotists
of all stripes, intent on bending the world to their singular will, would appropriate the power of
spectatorship by taking command of the detachment necessary for choice. Dickens’s pluralistic art of
sameness and difference redefines that detachment, and liberates choice both inside and outside the
novels, for the relationship between characters and their audiences within the narratives actually
inscribes our own relationship with them in the performance of reading, a reflective doubling of the
fiction upon the reader across time with moral consequences for our spectatorship of our own lives.

charles dickens best novels ranked: Finding List of English Prose Fiction in the Chicago
Public Library, 1911

charles dickens best novels ranked: Summertime Reading List: 180 Books You Need to
Read (Vol.I) Walt Whitman, Herman Hesse, George Eliot, Kahlil Gibran, Anton Chekhov, Herman
Melville, Oscar Wilde, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Gogol, James Joyce, Henry David Thoreau, William
Shakespeare, T. S. Eliot, John Keats, Charles Baudelaire, Sir Walter Scott, Daniel Defoe, Louisa May
Alcott, Jane Austen, Charlotte Bronté, Emily Bronté, Anne Bronté, Leo Tolstoy, Benito Pérez Galdds,
William Makepeace Thackeray, Pierre Choderlos de Laclos, R.D. Blackmore, Alexandre Dumas,
Marcel Proust, D. H. Lawrence, Charles Dickens, Thomas Hardy, Henry James, Guy de Maupassant,
Princess Der Ling, Victor Hugo, Juan Valera, Anthony Trollope, Stephen Crane, E. M. Forster,
Theodore Dreiser, Margaret Cavendish, Upton Sinclair, Plato, Apuleius, Marcus Aurelius, Sun Tzu,
Voltaire, Miguel de Cervantes, Giovanni Boccaccio, Frederick Douglass, Sigmund Freud, H. A.
Lorentz, Wallace D. Wattles, James Allen, Agatha Christie, Arthur Conan Doyle, Joseph Conrad, H. P.
Lovecraft, Washington Irving, Mary Shelley, H. G. Wells, Edgar Allan Poe, L. Frank Baum, Robert
Louis Stevenson, Mark Twain, Selma Lagerlof, Jack London, Jules Verne, Lewis Carroll, Frances
Hodgson Burnett, Rudyard Kipling, Edgar Rice Burroughs, Hans Christian Andersen, George
Bernard Shaw, Soseki Natsume, Johann Wolfgang Goethe, 2020-06-16 This summer, during these
strange strange times, immerse yourself in words that have touched all of us and will always get to
the core of all of us, of every single person. Books that have made us think, change, relate, cry and
laugh: x000D Leaves of Grass (Walt Whitman) x000D Siddhartha (Herman Hesse) x000D
Middlemarch (George Eliot) x000D The Madman (Kahlil Gibran) x000D Ward No. 6 (Anton
Chekhov) x000D Moby-Dick (Herman Melville) x000D The Picture of Dorian Gray (Oscar
Wilde) x000D Crime and Punishment (Dostoevsky) x000D The Overcoat (Gogol) x000D Ulysses
(James Joyce) x000D Walden (Henry David Thoreau) x000D Hamlet (Shakespeare) x000D Romeo
and Juliet (Shakespeare) x000D Macbeth (Shakespeare) x000D The Waste Land (T. S.
Eliot) x000D Odes (John Keats) x000D The Flowers of Evil (Charles Baudelaire) x000D Pride and
Prejudice (Jane Austen) x000D_Jane Eyre (Charlotte Bronté) x000D Wuthering Heights (Emily
Brontée) x000D Anna Karenina (Leo Tolstoy) x000D_Vanity Fair (Thackeray) x000D Swann's Way
(Marcel Proust) x000D_Sons and Lovers (D. H. Lawrence) x000D Great Expectations (Charles
Dickens) x000D Little Women (Louisa May Alcott) x000D Jude the Obscure (Thomas
Hardy) x000D_Two Years in the Forbidden City (Princess Der Ling) x000D Les Misérables (Victor
Hugo) x000D The Count of Monte Cristo (Alexandre Dumas) x000D Pepita Jimenez (Juan
Valera) x000D The Red Badge of Courage (Stephen Crane) x000D A Room with a View (E. M.
Forster) x000D _Sister Carrie (Theodore Dreiser) x000D The Jungle (Upton Sinclair) x000D The
Republic (Plato) x000D Meditations (Marcus Aurelius) x000D Art of War (Sun Tzu) x000D
Candide (Voltaire) x000D Don Quixote (Cervantes) x000D Decameron (Boccaccio) x000D
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass x000D Dream Psychology (Sigmund Freud) x000D The
Einstein Theory of Relativity x000D The Mysterious Affair at Styles (Agatha Christie) x000D A
Study in Scarlet (Arthur Conan Doyle) x000D Heart of Darkness (Joseph Conrad) x000D The Call



of Cthulhu (H. P. Lovecraft) x000D Frankenstein (Mary Shelley) x000D The War of the Worlds (H.
G. Wells) x000D The Raven (Edgar Allan Poe) x000D The Wonderful Wizard of Oz x000D The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn x000D The Call of the Wild x000D_Alice in Wonderland x000D
The Fairytales of Brothers Grimm x000D The Fairytales of Hans Christian Andersen

charles dickens best novels ranked: The Publishers' Trade List Annual , 1875

charles dickens best novels ranked: The World Almanac and Encyclopedia , 1895

charles dickens best novels ranked: Who's Bigger? Steven Skiena, Charles B. Ward,
2013-10-14 Is Hitler bigger than Napoleon? Washington bigger than Lincoln? Picasso bigger than
Einstein? Quantitative analysts are rapidly finding homes in social and cultural domains, from
finance to politics. What about history? In this fascinating book, Steve Skiena and Charles Ward
bring quantitative analysis to bear on ranking and comparing historical reputations. They evaluate
each person by aggregating the traces of millions of opinions, just as Google ranks webpages. The
book includes a technical discussion for readers interested in the details of the methods, but no
mathematical or computational background is necessary to understand the rankings or conclusions.
Along the way, the authors present the rankings of more than one thousand of history's most
significant people in science, politics, entertainment, and all areas of human endeavor. Anyone
interested in history or biography can see where their favorite figures place in the grand scheme of
things.

charles dickens best novels ranked: New Book List General Theological Seminary (New
York, N.Y.), 1897
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