
civil society

civil society plays a pivotal role in shaping democratic governance, social cohesion, and
public accountability worldwide. It refers to the collective of non-governmental
organizations, community groups, advocacy organizations, and other voluntary
associations that operate independently from the state and the market. These entities
contribute to the development of social capital, foster civic engagement, and promote
human rights and social justice. Understanding the dynamics of civil society is essential to
grasp how citizens organize themselves to influence policy, hold governments
accountable, and address social issues. This article explores the definition, historical
evolution, functions, challenges, and significance of civil society in contemporary contexts.
The discussion also highlights the relationship between civil society and democracy, as
well as the impact of digital transformation on civic participation.
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Definition and Characteristics of Civil Society
Civil society encompasses a broad spectrum of organizations and institutions that operate
independently from the government and the private sector. It includes non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), community groups, labor unions, faith-based organizations,
professional associations, and informal networks. The primary characteristic of civil
society is voluntary participation, where individuals come together to pursue common
interests, advocate for social causes, or provide services. This sector is distinct from the
state, which governs, and the market, which deals with economic transactions.

Key Features of Civil Society
The defining traits of civil society highlight its autonomous and participatory nature. These
include:

Voluntarism: Engagement is based on voluntary association rather than coercion.

Independence: Organizations operate free from direct government control.



Diversity: Civil society is composed of a wide variety of organizations representing
different interests.

Advocacy and Accountability: It acts as a watchdog, promoting transparency and
holding power accountable.

Community Orientation: Many groups focus on local issues and grassroots
mobilization.

Historical Evolution of Civil Society
The concept of civil society has evolved over centuries, influenced by philosophical,
political, and social developments. Its roots can be traced back to classical antiquity,
where thinkers like Aristotle examined the role of the polis and civic engagement.
However, modern interpretations emerged during the Enlightenment and the rise of
liberal democracies, emphasizing individual rights and societal autonomy.

Phases of Civil Society Development
The historical trajectory of civil society includes several important phases:

Classical and Medieval Periods: Early notions of civic participation and1.
community life.

Enlightenment Era: Philosophers such as Locke and Rousseau theorized about2.
social contracts and the public sphere.

19th Century: Expansion of voluntary associations and labor movements during3.
industrialization.

20th Century: Growth of NGOs, human rights organizations, and transnational4.
advocacy networks.

21st Century: Increased globalization and digital activism reshaping civil society’s5.
scope and methods.

Functions and Roles of Civil Society
Civil society fulfills multiple roles that are critical to the health and vibrancy of democratic
societies. It serves as a mediator between the individual and the state, providing channels
for citizen participation, advocacy, and social service delivery. Moreover, civil society
organizations often fill gaps left by government institutions, especially in areas such as
human rights, environmental protection, and social welfare.



Primary Roles of Civil Society
The essential functions of civil society include the following:

Advocacy and Policy Influence: Lobbying for legal reforms and social change.

Monitoring and Accountability: Holding governments and corporations
accountable through oversight and transparency initiatives.

Service Provision: Delivering health, education, and humanitarian aid, often
complementing state efforts.

Social Cohesion and Inclusion: Promoting dialogue, tolerance, and inclusion
among diverse groups.

Civic Education and Engagement: Raising awareness and encouraging active
citizenship.

Relationship Between Civil Society and
Democracy
Civil society is widely recognized as a cornerstone of democratic governance. It provides a
platform for citizens to express their interests, participate in decision-making processes,
and influence policy. A vibrant civil society fosters pluralism, protects minority rights, and
strengthens the rule of law. Conversely, the erosion of civil society often signals
democratic backsliding and authoritarian tendencies.

How Civil Society Supports Democratic Processes
The interaction between civil society and democracy manifests in several ways:

Encouraging Political Participation: Civil society mobilizes voters and educates
citizens about their rights and responsibilities.

Enhancing Transparency: It exposes corruption and promotes accountability
mechanisms.

Building Consensus: Facilitates dialogue among diverse stakeholders to resolve
conflicts peacefully.

Protecting Rights: Advocates for civil liberties, social justice, and equitable
policies.



Challenges Facing Civil Society Today
Despite its critical importance, civil society faces numerous obstacles that threaten its
effectiveness and independence. These challenges vary across regions and political
contexts but share common themes such as restrictive legal environments, financial
constraints, and increasing polarization.

Major Obstacles Confronting Civil Society
Some of the key challenges include:

Governmental Restrictions: Laws limiting registration, funding, and activities of
NGOs.

Political Repression: Harassment, intimidation, and persecution of activists and
organizations.

Financial Sustainability: Dependence on external donors and economic instability.

Public Distrust: Skepticism about the motives and legitimacy of civil society groups.

Fragmentation: Internal divisions and lack of coordination among organizations.

Impact of Digital Technologies on Civil Society
The rise of digital technologies has transformed the landscape of civil society by enabling
new forms of communication, mobilization, and advocacy. Social media platforms, online
petitions, and digital campaigns have expanded the reach and influence of civil society
actors. However, this digital shift also presents challenges such as misinformation,
surveillance, and digital divides.

Digital Tools and Civic Engagement
Key impacts of technology on civil society include:

Enhanced Connectivity: Facilitates global networking and rapid information
dissemination.

Innovative Activism: Enables virtual protests, crowdfunding, and real-time
advocacy.

Data-Driven Campaigns: Uses analytics to target audiences and measure impact.

Risks of Censorship: Governments may use digital surveillance to suppress dissent.



Access Inequality: Digital divides limit participation among marginalized
populations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is civil society?
Civil society refers to the collective of non-governmental organizations, institutions, and
individuals that operate independently from the government and business sectors to
promote social interests and values.

Why is civil society important in a democracy?
Civil society plays a crucial role in a democracy by promoting citizen participation, holding
governments accountable, advocating for human rights, and fostering social cohesion.

How has digital technology impacted civil society?
Digital technology has transformed civil society by enabling faster communication,
mobilizing communities, increasing transparency, and providing platforms for advocacy
and activism.

What challenges does civil society face today?
Civil society faces challenges such as government restrictions, funding shortages,
misinformation, political polarization, and threats to freedom of expression.

How can civil society contribute to sustainable
development?
Civil society contributes to sustainable development by raising awareness, influencing
policy, implementing community projects, and holding authorities accountable for
environmental and social responsibilities.

What role do NGOs play within civil society?
NGOs are key actors in civil society that provide services, advocate for policy changes,
support marginalized groups, and act as intermediaries between citizens and
governments.

How does civil society interact with the government?
Civil society interacts with the government through advocacy, dialogue, partnerships, and
sometimes opposition, aiming to influence policies and ensure government accountability.



What is the difference between civil society and the
private sector?
Civil society consists of organizations and groups that operate independently from the
government and business sectors, focusing on social goals, whereas the private sector is
driven by profit and commercial interests.

Additional Resources
1. Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community
Robert D. Putnam explores the decline of social capital and civic engagement in the
United States. The book examines how changes in work, family, and leisure activities have
led to reduced participation in community organizations. Putnam argues that this decline
has significant implications for democracy and social cohesion.

2. Civil Society and Political Theory
Edited by John Keane, this collection of essays delves into the concept of civil society from
various theoretical perspectives. The book discusses the historical development, normative
foundations, and contemporary challenges faced by civil society. It is an essential resource
for understanding the complex interplay between citizens, the state, and social
institutions.

3. The Third Sector: Community Organizations, NGOs, and Nonprofits
By J. Steven Ott and Lisa A. Dicke, this book provides a comprehensive overview of the
third sector’s role within civil society. It covers the structure, functions, and impact of
nonprofits and NGOs globally. The authors highlight how these organizations contribute to
social welfare and democratic governance.

4. Democracy and Civil Society
Larry Diamond examines the relationship between democratic governance and the
strength of civil society. The book argues that vibrant civil societies are crucial for
sustaining democratic institutions and practices. It also discusses the threats to civil
society in authoritarian regimes and transitional democracies.

5. Associations and Democracy: Between Theories, Hopes and Realities
This book, edited by Marc Hooghe, focuses on the role of voluntary associations in
promoting democratic participation. It assesses both the optimistic and critical views on
how associations influence political behavior and social integration. The work provides
empirical evidence from various countries.

6. Social Movements and Civil Society
Sidney Tarrow’s book investigates the dynamic interactions between social movements
and civil society organizations. It explores how collective action shapes political change
and public discourse. The book also addresses the challenges social movements face
within established civil society frameworks.

7. Nonprofit Organizations and Civil Society in the United States
By Lester M. Salamon, this title offers an in-depth analysis of the nonprofit sector’s growth
and significance in American civil society. Salamon discusses funding, governance, and



the evolving roles nonprofits play in addressing social issues. The book provides policy
recommendations to strengthen the sector’s contributions.

8. The Role of Civil Society in Development
Edited by John Clarke, this volume examines how civil society organizations contribute to
economic and social development worldwide. It highlights case studies from different
regions, illustrating successes and challenges. The book stresses the importance of
participatory approaches and local empowerment.

9. Global Civil Society: Dimensions of the Nonprofit Sector
By Lester M. Salamon and Helmut K. Anheier, this comprehensive work maps the global
landscape of nonprofit organizations and civil society. It provides comparative data and
analysis on the sector’s size, scope, and impact across countries. The book is a key
resource for understanding civil society in a global context.
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  civil society: Civil Society Michael Edwards, 2014-06-05 Civil Society has become a standard
work of reference for those who seek to understand the role of voluntary citizen action. Recent
global unrest has shown the importance of social movements and street protests in world politics.
However, as this lucid book shows, the power that people have to shape their societies is usually
channeled through day-to-day participation in voluntary associations and communities: expressions
of “normal” civic life beyond the headlines. This is the underlying story of civil society. This new
edition explores issues that have developed rapidly in recent years, including the overlaps between
civil society and the market in the form of social enterprises and “venture philanthropy,” and the
increasing role of social media and information and communication technologies in civic interaction.
Different varieties of civil society in the Middle East, Africa and elsewhere are investigated in more
detail, and case studies, data, and references have been updated throughout. Colleges, foundations
and NGOs, policy-makers, journalists and commissions of inquiry Ð all have used Edwards’s book to
understand and strengthen the vital role that civil society can play in deepening democracy,
re-building community, and addressing inequality and injustice. This new edition will be required
reading for anyone who is interested in creating a better world through voluntary citizen action.
  civil society: International Encyclopedia of Civil Society Helmut K. Anheier, Stefan Toepler,
2009-11-24 Recently the topic of civil society has generated a wave of interest, and a wealth of new
information. Until now no publication has attempted to organize and consolidate this knowledge.
The International Encyclopedia of Civil Society fills this gap, establishing a common set of
understandings and terminology, and an analytical starting point for future research. Global in scope
and authoritative in content, the Encyclopedia offers succinct summaries of core concepts and
theories; definitions of terms; biographical entries on important figures and organizational profiles.
In addition, it serves as a reliable and up-to-date guide to additional sources of information. In sum,
the Encyclopedia provides an overview of the contours of civil society, social capital, philanthropy
and nonprofits across cultures and historical periods. For researchers in nonprofit and civil society
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studies, political science, economics, management and social enterprise, this is the most systematic
appraisal of a rapidly growing field.
  civil society: Civil Society and Government Nancy L. Rosenblum, Robert C. Post, 2021-04-13
Civil Society and Government brings together an unprecedented array of political, ethical, and
religious perspectives to shed light on the complex and much-debated relationship between civil
society and the state. Some argue that civil society is a bulwark against government; others see it as
an indispensable support for government. Civil society has been portrayed both as a independent of
the state and as dependent upon it. This book reveals the extraordinary diversity of views on the
subject by examining how civil society has been treated in classical liberalism, liberal egalitarianism,
critical theory, feminism, natural law, Christianity, Judaism, Islam, and Confucianism. The volume
draws on the work of eminent scholars to address six questions: In terms of function and
consequences, does it matter where the line is drawn between civil society and the state? What is
the relationship of civil society to the state? In what contexts and under what conditions should
government interact with individuals directly or instead indirectly through communal associations?
What are the prerogatives and duties of citizenship, and what is the role of civil society in forming
good citizens? How should a society handle the conflicts that sometimes arise between the demands
of citizenship and those of membership in the non-governmental associations of civil society? A
theoretical introduction by the editors--political theorist Nancy Rosenblum and legal scholar Robert
Post--and a conclusion by religious ethicist Richard Miller, tie the book together. In addition to
Rosenblum, the contributors are Kenneth Baynes, David Biale, John Coleman, Farhad Kazemi, John
Kelsay, William Galston, Will Kymlicka, Tom Palmer, Fred Miller, Susan Moller Okin, Peter Nosco,
Henry Rosemont, Steven Scalet, David Schmidtz, William Sullivan, Max Stackhouse, Stephen White,
and Noam Zohar.
  civil society: Civil Society Sudipta Kaviraj, Sunil Khilnani, 2001-09-06 Civil society is one of
the most used - and abused - concepts in current political thinking. In this important collection of
essays, the concept is subjected to rigorous analysis by an international team of contributors, all of
whom seek to encourage the historical and comparative understanding of political thought. The
volume is divided into two parts: the first section analyses the meaning of civil society in different
theoretical traditions of Western philosophy. In the second section, contributors consider the
theoretical and practical contexts in which the notion of civil society has been invoked in Asia, Africa
and Latin America. These essays demonstrate how an influential Western idea like civil society is
itself altered and innovatively modified by the specific contexts of intellectual and practical life in
the societies of the South.
  civil society: Civil Society & Development Jude Howell, Jenny Pearce, 2001 Setting out to
explore critically the way civil society has entered development thinking, policy and practice as a
paradigmatic concept of the 21st century, Howell (development studies, U. of Sussex) and Pearce
(Latin American politics, U. of Bradford) trace the historical path leading to the encounter between
the ideas of development and civil society in the late 1980s and how donors have translated these
into development policy an programs. They find that there are competing normative visions, which
have deep roots in Western European political thought, about the role of civil society in relation to
the state and market both among donors and within the societies where donors are operating. This
leads to donors playing a major role in shaping the character of service provision. They also argue
that their study exposes the hitherto unexplored power of the market, as opposed to solely the state,
to distort donor programs. c. Book News Inc.
  civil society: Exploring Civil Society Marlies Glasius, David Lewis, Hakan Seckinelgin,
2004-08-02 This volume explores how the idea of civil society has been translated in different
cultural contexts and examines its impact on politics worldwide. Comparing and contrasting civil
society in Latin America and Eastern Europe, Western Europe and the United States, Africa and
South Asia, and the Middle East, the contributors show that there are multiple interpretations of the
concept that depend more on the particular political configuration in different parts of the world
than on cultural predilections. They also demonstrate that the power of civil society depends less on



abstract definitions, and more on the extent to which it is grounded in the context of actual
experiences from around the world. This book includes some of the biggest names in the area such
as Mary Kaldor, Ronnie Lipschutz and Helmut Anheier.
  civil society: Civil Society John Keane, 2013-05-06 It is only a decade ago that the
eighteenth-century distinction between civil society and the state seemed old-fashioned, an object of
cynicism, even of outright hostility. In this important new book, John Keane shows how, in a wholly
unexpected reversal of fortunes, this antiquated distinction has since become voguish among
politicians, academics, journalists, business leaders, relief agencies and citizens' organizations. John
Keane examines the various sources and phases of the dramatic world-wide popularization of the
term. He traces its reappearance in a wide range of contexts - from China to Tunisia, from South
Africa to the emerging European Union - and clarifies the conflicting grammars and vocabularies of
the language of civil society. Considerable care is taken to highlight the different possible meanings
of the distinction between civil society and the state. Keane also takes the reader into previously
uncharted intellectual territory by demonstrating that the civil society perspective contains
unharnessed potentials: that it is possible to develop bold new images of civil society that alter the
ways in which we think about matters such as power, property, violence, politics, publicity and
democracy. Written with style and imagination, this important book by John Keane will be of great
interest to students and scholars in politics, media studies, sociology, social and political theory, and
to a broader public audience interested in the central debates and political developments of our
time.
  civil society: Civil Society Stefan-Ludwig Hoffmann, 2006-04-13 Civil Society' has been a global
catchphrase since the end of the Cold War, and is a hot topic among academics and politicians.
Understanding the evolution of this concept in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries is vital to its
study and this concise and incisive introduction to the transnational history of civil society is
essential reading for students and scholars alike.
  civil society: Civil Society and the State John Keane, 1988 Examines the origins and
development of the distinction between civil society and state and its contemporary relevance in
relation to households, labour markets, trade unions, voluntary associations, political parties, and
state bureaucracies.
  civil society: Civil Society John R. Ehrenberg, 1999-03-01 In the absence of noble public goals,
admired leaders, and compelling issues, many warn of a dangerous erosion of civil society. Are they
right? What are the roots and implications of their insistent alarm? How can public life be enriched
in a period marked by fraying communities, widespread apathy, and unprecedented levels of
contempt for politics? How should we be thinking about civil society? Civil Society examines the
historical, political, and theoretical evolution of how civil society has been understood for the past
two and a half millennia. From Aristotle and the Enlightenment philosophers to Colin Powell's
Volunteers for America, Ehrenberg provides an indispensable analysis of the possibilities-and
limits-of what this increasingly important idea can offer to contemporary political affairs. Civil
Society is the winner of the Michael J. Harrington Award from the Caucus for a New Political
Science of APSA for the best book published during 1999.
  civil society: Civil Society in Europe Tymen J. van der Ploeg, Wino J. M. van Veen, Cornelia R.
M. Versteegh, 2017-06-01 The regulation of civil society provides the framework under which those
organisations can most effectively provide services in education, health, social services, housing,
development aid and so on. Civil Society in Europe identifies common principles of civil society law
in two ways. First, the approaches of the Council of Europe and the European Union are explored.
Next, civil society regulation in twelve domestic legal systems are investigated on a broad range of
substantive areas of law including internal organisation, registration, external supervision, public
benefit organisations and international activities. From these, the authors distill a set of minimum
norms and optimal conditions under which civil society can deliver its aims most effectively. This
book is essential reading for policymakers and legislators across Europe and beyond.
  civil society: Civil Society and Political Theory Jean L. Cohen, Andrew Arato, 1994-03-29 In this



first serious work on the theory of civil society to appear in many years, Jean Cohen and Andrew
Arato contend that the concept of civil society articulates a contested terrain in the West that could
become the primary locus for the expansion of democracy and rights. In this major contribution to
contemporary political theory, Jean Cohen and Andrew Arato argue that the concept of civil society
articulates a contested terrain in the West that could become a primary locus for the expansion of
democracy and rights.
  civil society: Explaining Civil Society Development Lester M. Salamon, S. Wojciech Sokolowski,
Megan A. Haddock, 2017-09-15 How historically rooted power dynamics have shaped the evolution
of civil society globally. The civil society sector—made up of millions of nonprofit organizations,
associations, charitable institutions, and the volunteers and resources they mobilize—has long been
the invisible subcontinent on the landscape of contemporary society. For the past twenty years,
however, scholars under the umbrella of the Johns Hopkins Comparative Nonprofit Sector Project
have worked with statisticians to assemble the first comprehensive, empirical picture of the size,
structure, financing, and role of this increasingly important part of modern life. What accounts for
the enormous cross-national variations in the size and contours of the civil society sector around the
world? Drawing on the project’s data, Lester M. Salamon, S. Wojciech Sokolowski, Megan A.
Haddock, and their colleagues raise serious questions about the ability of the field’s currently
dominant preference and sentiment theories to account for these variations in civil society
development. Instead, using statistical and comparative historical materials, the authors posit a
novel social origins theory that roots the variations in civil society strength and composition in the
relative power of different social groupings and institutions during the transition to modernity.
Drawing on the work of Barrington Moore, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, and others, Explaining Civil
Society Development provides insight into the nonprofit sector’s ability to thrive and perform its
distinctive roles. Combining solid data and analytical clarity, this pioneering volume offers a
critically needed lens for viewing the evolution of civil society and the nonprofit sector throughout
the world.
  civil society: The Civil Society Reader Virginia Hodgkinson, Michael W. Foley, 2003 A civil
society anthology for experts and students alike.
  civil society: Decolonizing Civil Society in Mozambique Tanja Kleibl, 2021-08-26 By
demonstrating that Western conceptions of 'civil society' have provided the framework for
interpreting societies in the Global South, Decolonizing Civil Society in Mozambique argues that it is
only through a critical deconstruction of these concepts that we can start to re-balance global power
relationships, both in academic discourse and in development practices. Examining the exclusionary
discourses framing the support for Western-type NGOs in the development discourse - often to the
exclusion of local social actors - this book dissects mainstream contemporary ideas about 'civil
society', and finds a new means by which to identify local forms of social action, often based in
traditional structures and spiritual discourses. Outlining new conceptual ideas for an alternative
framing of Mozambique's 'civil society', Kleibl proposes a series of fresh theoretical issues and
questions alongside empirical research, moving towards a series of new policy and practice
arguments for rethinking and decolonizing civil society in the Global South.
  civil society: Civil Society and the Sustainable Development Goals in Africa Dudziro
Nhengu, 2025-06-25 This book is a comprehensive and insightful work that explores the vital role of
civil society organizations (CSOs) in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Africa.
Featuring contributions from 14 experts in the field, this book delves into the complexities of
CSO-state partnerships, the impact of international donors, and the challenges faced by CSOs in
advancing SDGs in Africa. With a focus on gender equality, quality education, and good health and
well-being, this book offers valuable insights and recommendations for policymakers, practitioners,
and scholars seeking to understand the critical role of CSOs in driving sustainable development in
Africa. The book covers a range of topics, including the role of CSOs in promoting quality education,
advancing gender equality, and improving health outcomes. It also examines the challenges faced by
CSOs, including limited funding, restrictive policies, and inadequate infrastructure. Through case



studies and empirical research, the contributors provide nuanced analyses of the complex
relationships between CSOs, governments, and international donors. A timely and important
contribution to the discourse on sustainable development in Africa, the book will be of interest to
policymakers, practitioners, and scholars seeking to understand the critical role of CSOs in driving
sustainable development in Africa.
  civil society: Who Killed Civil Society? Howard A. Husock, 2019-09-10 Billions of American
tax dollars go into a vast array of programs targeting various social issues: the opioid epidemic,
criminal violence, chronic unemployment, and so on. Yet the problems persist and even grow.
Howard Husock argues that we have lost sight of a more powerful strategy—a preventive strategy,
based on positive social norms. In the past, individuals and institutions of civil society actively
promoted what may be called “bourgeois norms,” to nurture healthy habits so that social problems
wouldn’t emerge in the first place. It was a formative effort. Today, a massive social service state
instead takes a reformative approach to problems that have already become vexing. It offers
counseling along with material support, but struggling communities have been more harmed than
helped by government’s embrace. And social service agencies have a vested interest in the
continuance of problems. Government can provide a financial safety net for citizens, but it cannot
effectively create or promote healthy norms. Nor should it try. That formative work is best done by
civil society. This book focuses on six key figures in the history of social welfare to illuminate how a
norm-promoting culture was built, then lost, and how it can be revived. We read about Charles
Loring Brace, founder of the Children’s Aid Society; Jane Addams, founder of Hull House; Mary
Richmond, a social work pioneer; Grace Abbott of the federal Children’s Bureau; Wilbur Cohen of
the Department of Health, Education and Welfare; and Geoffrey Canada, founder of the Harlem
Children’s Zone—a model for bringing real benefit to a poor community through positive social
norms. We need more like it.
  civil society: The Politics of Civil Society Powell, Fred, 2013-04-24 2011 shook the world
politically. The Occupy Movement, Los Indignados and the Greek Aganaktismenoi (outraged) reacted
to zombie capitalism in the West, while the Arab Spring challenged political tyrannies in the
Maghreb-Mashreq region.Democracy became the meta-question of the moment. New communicative
technologies unleashed a tidal wave of civic protest that spread across the globe, bringing new
political actors on to the street. But what does this protest movement mean? Are we on the threshold
of a transformation in global political consciousness? Is civil society the necessary counter-power
that is democratising democracy from within? Or are we living through an apocalyptic terminal
phase of civilisation? In the second, revised edition of this indispensable book, the author looks
behind the mirror of power and differentiates the real from the fake in policy and politics. It offers
an original and compelling history of the present and will have wide appeal to a broad
cross-disciplinary audience.
  civil society: The Oxford Handbook of Civil Society Michael Edwards, 2013-07-04 Broadly
speaking, The Oxford Handbook of Civil Society views the topic of civil society through three prisms:
as a part of society (voluntary associations), as a kind of society (marked out by certain social
norms), and as a space for citizen action and engagement (the public square or sphere).
  civil society: The Essential Civil Society Reader Don E. Eberly, 2000 Around the world
politicians and intellectuals seek to restore civil society by cultivating stronger public ethics and
social institutions. This text presents classic writings of leading scholars and organizers who have
brought the civil society debate to the forefront.
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