causes of dictatorships

causes of dictatorships are complex and multifaceted, often rooted in a combination of political,
social, economic, and cultural factors. Understanding these causes is essential to grasp how
authoritarian regimes emerge and sustain themselves. Dictatorships typically arise in environments
where democratic institutions are weak or nonexistent, and where power is concentrated in the
hands of a single leader or ruling group. Various triggers such as political instability, economic
crises, social unrest, and external influences contribute to the rise of dictatorial governments. This
article explores the primary causes of dictatorships, examining the underlying conditions and
mechanisms that facilitate the transition from democracy or other political systems to authoritarian
rule. The discussion will also highlight common patterns and key factors that enable dictatorships to
take hold and persist. The following sections provide an in-depth analysis of the major causes of
dictatorships and their implications.

Political Instability and Weak Institutions

Economic Factors and Crises

Social Divisions and Conflict

Role of Military and Security Forces

External Influences and Geopolitical Factors

Cultural and Historical Legacies

Political Instability and Weak Institutions

One of the fundamental causes of dictatorships is political instability combined with weak or fragile
institutions. When democratic frameworks such as free elections, independent judiciaries, and
accountable legislatures are absent or ineffective, authoritarian leaders find opportunities to seize
power. Political instability often involves frequent government changes, corruption, and a lack of
rule of law, which erodes public trust and creates a power vacuum.

Collapse of Democratic Systems

Dictatorships frequently emerge after the collapse or failure of democratic systems. Electoral fraud,
political polarization, and ineffective governance weaken democratic legitimacy, prompting some
factions to support authoritarian alternatives as a means to restore order or stability.



Concentration of Power

The centralization of political power in the hands of a few or a single leader is a key step toward
dictatorship. Without checks and balances, rulers can bypass legal constraints and consolidate
control over the state apparatus, suppress dissent, and eliminate political competition.

Political Repression and Suppression of Opposition

Authoritarian regimes often maintain their hold on power through repression, including censorship,
imprisonment of political opponents, and restrictions on civil liberties. This suppression undermines
democratic processes and entrenches dictatorship.

Economic Factors and Crises

Economic instability and hardship are critical causes of dictatorships. Severe economic downturns,
hyperinflation, unemployment, and inequality can destabilize societies and increase public
dissatisfaction. In such environments, populations may turn to authoritarian leaders who promise
economic recovery and stability.

Economic Inequality

High levels of economic disparity can fuel social tensions and erode faith in democratic governance.
When wealth is concentrated among elites, marginalized groups may support authoritarian rule as a
way to achieve redistribution or enforce order.

Economic Crises and Hyperinflation

Sudden economic shocks, such as hyperinflation or recession, often create fertile ground for
dictatorships. These crises undermine state capacity and public confidence, enabling authoritarian
leaders to justify seizing power under the guise of emergency measures.

Resource Wealth and Rentier States

In some cases, countries rich in natural resources may develop rentier economies where state
revenues depend heavily on resource extraction. This dynamic can weaken democratic
accountability and facilitate authoritarian rule by financing security forces and patronage networks.

Social Divisions and Conflict

Deep social divisions based on ethnicity, religion, class, or ideology often contribute to the rise of
dictatorships. When societies are fragmented and experience frequent conflict, authoritarian leaders
may exploit these divisions to consolidate power.



Ethnic and Sectarian Tensions

Dictatorships can emerge in contexts where ethnic or religious groups compete for dominance or
fear marginalization. Authoritarian rulers may manipulate these tensions to justify repressive
policies and maintain control.

Class Conflict and Social Unrest

Social inequality and class struggle can lead to unrest and polarization. Authoritarian regimes
sometimes present themselves as protectors of order amid chaos, using force to suppress protests
and opposition movements.

Weak Civil Society

A lack of strong civil society organizations and independent media reduces societal checks on power.
This weakness allows dictatorships to flourish by limiting public participation and curbing dissent.

Role of Military and Security Forces

The military and security apparatus often play a decisive role in the establishment and maintenance
of dictatorships. When armed forces intervene in politics, either directly or indirectly, they can
overthrow governments and install authoritarian regimes.

Military Coups

Military coups are a common pathway to dictatorship, particularly in countries where civilian control
over the military is weak. Coups can dismantle democratic institutions and replace them with
military rulers or civilian dictators supported by the armed forces.

Security Apparatus and Repression

Dictatorships rely heavily on security forces to suppress opposition, control the population, and
enforce compliance. The loyalty and effectiveness of these forces are critical to the survival of
authoritarian regimes.

Militarization of Politics

In some cases, the militarization of political life leads to a culture that prioritizes order and
hierarchy over democratic values, paving the way for dictatorial governance.



External Influences and Geopolitical Factors

International dynamics and foreign interventions can influence the rise of dictatorships. External
powers may support authoritarian leaders for strategic, ideological, or economic reasons, affecting
domestic political trajectories.

Foreign Support and Intervention

Dictatorships often receive military, economic, or political backing from foreign governments
seeking to advance their interests. This support can bolster authoritarian regimes and prolong their
rule.

Cold War and Ideological Rivalries

During periods of global ideological conflict, such as the Cold War, superpowers frequently
supported dictatorships aligned with their interests, contributing to the persistence of authoritarian
regimes worldwide.

Economic Sanctions and Isolation

Conversely, international sanctions and diplomatic isolation can weaken governments but sometimes
also empower dictatorships by allowing leaders to exploit nationalist sentiments and suppress
opposition.

Cultural and Historical Legacies

Long-standing cultural norms and historical experiences also shape the emergence of dictatorships.
Societies with traditions of centralized authority or limited political participation may be more
susceptible to authoritarian rule.

Historical Precedents of Authoritarianism

Countries with histories of monarchy, colonial rule, or past dictatorships may have political cultures
that tolerate or even expect strongman leadership, facilitating the reemergence of dictatorship.

Political Culture and Public Attitudes

Public acceptance of authoritarian practices, often rooted in cultural values emphasizing order and
hierarchy, can reduce resistance to dictatorial governance.



Legacy of Colonialism

Colonial legacies, including arbitrary borders, weak institutions, and social divisions, have
contributed to political instability and authoritarianism in many post-colonial states.

Common Patterns in the Causes of Dictatorships

While the causes of dictatorships vary by context, several common patterns emerge across different
cases. These patterns help explain why certain conditions frequently lead to authoritarian regimes.

1. Combination of Weak Institutions and Crisis: Dictatorships often arise where institutional
weaknesses coincide with political or economic crises.

2. Exploitation of Social Divisions: Authoritarian leaders leverage ethnic, religious, or class
divisions to divide opposition and consolidate power.

3. Use of Force and Repression: Control over military and security forces enables dictators to
suppress dissent and maintain authority.

4. External Backing: Foreign support can legitimize and sustain dictatorial regimes.

5. Cultural Acceptance: Political cultures valuing order and hierarchy can facilitate
authoritarian rule.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary economic causes of dictatorships?

Economic instability, extreme inequality, and widespread poverty can create conditions where
dictatorships emerge, as people may support authoritarian leaders who promise stability and
economic improvement.

How does political instability contribute to the rise of
dictatorships?

Political instability, such as weak institutions, frequent government changes, and lack of democratic
traditions, can lead to power vacuums that authoritarian figures exploit to establish dictatorial
regimes.

Can social divisions and conflicts lead to dictatorships?

Yes, deep social divisions, ethnic conflicts, or religious tensions can be manipulated by leaders to
consolidate power and justify authoritarian rule under the guise of maintaining order and unity.



What role does fear of external threats play in causing
dictatorships?

Perceived or real external threats can prompt populations to accept or support authoritarian leaders
who promise strong defense and national security, facilitating the rise of dictatorships.

How do weak legal systems and lack of checks and balances
cause dictatorships?

When legal systems are weak and there are no effective checks on executive power, leaders can
easily accumulate unchecked authority, undermining democracy and leading to dictatorship.

Does the failure of democratic institutions contribute to the
emergence of dictatorships?

Yes, when democratic institutions fail to function properly due to corruption, inefficiency, or lack of
public trust, it creates opportunities for authoritarian leaders to seize power.

How does propaganda and control of information cause
dictatorships?

Control over media and dissemination of propaganda helps authoritarian leaders manipulate public
opinion, suppress dissent, and maintain power, which are essential for sustaining dictatorships.

What is the impact of military influence on the rise of
dictatorships?

Strong military influence or coups often result in dictatorships, as military leaders or juntas seize
control to impose order and control, bypassing democratic processes.

Can cultural factors contribute to the establishment of
dictatorships?

In some cases, cultural factors such as acceptance of hierarchical authority, collectivism, or
historical precedence of authoritarian rule can make societies more susceptible to dictatorships.

How do crises like wars or economic collapses lead to
dictatorships?

Crises such as wars or severe economic collapses create chaos and fear, making populations more
willing to accept authoritarian leaders who promise stability and recovery, often at the expense of
democratic freedoms.



Additional Resources

1. The Origins of Dictatorship: Power and Politics in Historical Context

This book explores the complex social, economic, and political factors that lead to the rise of
dictatorial regimes. It examines case studies from various regions and periods to identify common
patterns such as economic instability, social unrest, and weak institutions. The author argues that
understanding these origins is crucial to preventing future authoritarian rule.

2. Authoritarianism and Its Roots: Economic Crisis and Political Instability

Focusing on the interplay between economic downturns and political chaos, this book analyzes how
financial crises create fertile ground for dictatorships. It highlights key examples where economic
hardship undermined democratic governance, paving the way for authoritarian leaders. The text also
discusses policy failures that exacerbate these vulnerabilities.

3. The Psychology of Tyranny: How Fear and Propaganda Build Dictatorships

This work delves into the psychological mechanisms that enable dictators to consolidate power,
including the use of fear, propaganda, and manipulation. It explores how societal anxieties and
collective trauma can be exploited to justify oppressive regimes. The author integrates psychological
theories with historical examples to shed light on these dynamics.

4. Weak Institutions and the Rise of Dictators: Lessons from History

Examining the role of institutional fragility, this book argues that weak judicial systems, corrupt
bureaucracies, and ineffective political parties create openings for authoritarian leaders. Through
comparative analysis, it shows how strong institutions serve as a bulwark against dictatorship. The
book is a call for institutional reform to safequard democracy.

5. Social Divisions and the Path to Dictatorship

This book investigates how deep social cleavages, such as ethnic, religious, or class conflicts,
contribute to the emergence of authoritarian regimes. It discusses how dictators exploit these
divisions to gain and maintain power, often through divisive rhetoric and policies. The author uses
historical cases to illustrate the dangers of unresolved social fragmentation.

6. The Role of Military Coups in Establishing Dictatorships

Focusing on the military’s involvement, this book analyzes how coups d’état have historically
facilitated the establishment of dictatorships. It explores the conditions under which armed forces
intervene in politics and the subsequent impact on governance and civil liberties. The text also
considers international responses to military takeovers.

7. Democracy in Decline: Political Polarization and the Rise of Authoritarianism

This book explores how extreme political polarization weakens democratic institutions and creates
openings for authoritarian figures. It discusses the erosion of democratic norms and the increasing
acceptance of undemocratic practices. Through contemporary and historical examples, the author

highlights the risks posed by divisive politics.

8. Economic Inequality and the Emergence of Dictators

This work examines the link between widening economic inequality and the rise of dictatorial
regimes. It argues that disparities in wealth and opportunity can fuel social discontent, which
authoritarian leaders exploit to justify their consolidation of power. The book provides data-driven
analysis and case studies to support its claims.

9. The Collapse of Democracy: Crisis, Corruption, and the Rise of Dictatorships



This book investigates how democratic breakdowns often precede the rise of dictatorships,
emphasizing factors such as political corruption and governance crises. It discusses the warning
signs of democratic collapse and the mechanisms by which authoritarian leaders seize control. The
author advocates for transparency and accountability as means to prevent such outcomes.
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causes of dictatorships: Dictators and Dictatorships Natasha M. Ezrow, Erica Frantz,
2011-02-24 Dictators and Dictatorships is a qualitative enquiry into the politics of authoritarian
regimes. It argues that political outcomes in dictatorships are largely a product of leader-elite
relations. Differences in the internal structure of dictatorships affect the dynamics of this
relationship. This book shows how dictatorships differ from one another and the implications of
these differences for political outcomes. In particular, it examines political processes in personalist,
military, single-party, monarchic, and hybrid regimes. The aim of the book is to provide a clear
definition of what dictatorship means, how authoritarian politics works, and what the political
consequences of dictatorship are. It discusses how authoritarianism influences a range of political
outcomes, such as economic performance, international conflict, and leader and regime durability.
Numerous case studies from around the world support the theory and research presented to foster a
better understanding of the inner workings of authoritarian regimes. By combining theory with
concrete political situations, the book will appeal to undergraduate students in comparative politics,
international relations, authoritarian politics, and democratization.

causes of dictatorships: The Rise and Fall of Global Dictatorships Pasquale De Marco,
2025-07-26 In a world marred by the shadows of oppression, dictatorships have emerged as a
persistent threat to human freedom and dignity. This comprehensive book delves into the complex
phenomenon of dictatorships, exploring their origins, manifestations, and consequences. Through a
meticulous analysis of historical and contemporary examples, the book unravels the intricate web of
factors that contribute to the rise and fall of dictatorships. It examines the political, economic, social,
and cultural conditions that foster the emergence of authoritarian regimes, shedding light on the
strategies and tactics employed by dictators to consolidate and maintain their power. Furthermore,
the book delves into the profound impact of dictatorships on societies, examining the devastating toll
they take on human rights, economic development, and social progress. It exposes the systematic
repression, censorship, and violence perpetrated by dictators, highlighting the resilience and
courage of those who dare to resist tyranny. With a keen eye for detail, the book dissects the
psychology of dictators, revealing the traits and motivations that drive their insatiable thirst for
power. It explores the dark recesses of their minds, uncovering the complex interplay of personality
disorders, paranoia, and megalomania that often characterize these individuals. This book is not
merely an academic exploration; it is a call to action. It emphasizes the urgent need for global
cooperation and solidarity in combating the scourge of dictatorship. It proposes concrete strategies
for promoting democracy, human rights, and the rule of law, underscoring the importance of
international pressure, economic sanctions, and diplomatic engagement. Ultimately, this book is a
testament to the indomitable spirit of humanity's quest for freedom. It is a reminder that even in the
darkest of times, the flame of liberty can never be extinguished. It is a clarion call for vigilance,
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resilience, and unwavering commitment to the cause of justice and human dignity. If you like this
book, write a review!

causes of dictatorships: How Dictatorships Work Barbara Geddes, Joseph Wright, Erica
Frantz, 2018-08-23 This accessible volume shines a light on how autocracy really works by providing
basic facts about how post-World War II dictatorships achieve, retain, and lose power. The authors
present an evidence-based portrait of key features of the authoritarian landscape with newly
collected data about 200 dictatorial regimes. They examine the central political processes that shape
the policy choices of dictatorships and how they compel reaction from policy makers in the rest of
the world. Importantly, this book explains how some dictators concentrate great power in their own
hands at the expense of other members of the dictatorial elite. Dictators who can monopolize
decision making in their countries cause much of the erratic, warlike behavior that disturbs the rest
of the world. By providing a picture of the central processes common to dictatorships, this book puts
the experience of specific countries in perspective, leading to an informed understanding of events
and the likely outcome of foreign responses to autocracies.

causes of dictatorships: International Encyclopedia of Political Science Bertrand Badie,
Dirk Berg-Schlosser, Leonardo Morlino, 2011-09-07 Request a FREE 30-day online trial to this title
at www.sagepub.com/freetrial With entries from leading international scholars from around the
world, this eight-volume encyclopedia offers the widest possible coverage of key areas both
regionally and globally. The International Encyclopedia of Political Science provides a definitive,
comprehensive picture of all aspects of political life, recognizing the theoretical and cultural
pluralism of our approaches and including findings from the far corners of the world. The eight
volumes cover every field of politics, from political theory and methodology to political sociology,
comparative politics, public policies, and international relations. Entries are arranged in alphabetical
order, and a list of entries by subject area appears in the front of each volume for ease of use. The
encyclopedia contains a detailed index as well as extensive bibliographical references. Filling the
need for an exhaustive overview of the empirical findings and reflections on politics, this reference
resource is suited for undergraduate or graduate students who wish to be informed effectively and
quickly on their field of study, for scholars seeking information on relevant research findings in their
area of specialization or in related fields, and for lay readers who may lack a formal background in
political science but have an interest in the field nonetheless. The International Encyclopedia of
Political Science provides an essential, authoritative guide to the state of political science at the
start of the 21st century and for decades to come, making it an invaluable resource for a global
readership, including researchers, students, citizens, and policy makers. The encyclopedia was
developed in partnership with the International Political Science Association. Key Themes: Case and
Area Studies Comparative Politics, Theory, and Methods Democracy and Democratization Economics
Epistemological Foundations Equality and Inequality Gender and Race/Ethnicity International
Relations Local Government Peace, War, and Conflict Resolution People and Organizations Political
Economy Political Parties Political Sociology Public Policy and Administration Qualitative Methods
Quantitative Methods Religion

causes of dictatorships: Dictatorship Jennifer Fandel, 2007-07 Discusses what a dictatorship
is, how it differs from a military dictatorship, and the history of this form of government and
introduces current and past dictators.

causes of dictatorships: Dictators, Democrats, and Development in Southeast Asia
Michael T. Rock, 2017 An examination of how dictators and democrats in Indonesia, Malaysia and
Thailand built and sustained pro-growth political coalitions--

causes of dictatorships: International Political Science Mr. Rohit Manglik, 2024-02-14
EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to empowering learners
with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive exams and academic
support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content tailored to meet the needs
of students across various streams and levels.

causes of dictatorships: Cause Lawyering Austin Sarat, Stuart A. Scheingold, 1998 Why do



some lawyers devote themsevles to a specific social movement or political cause? What can we learn
from such lawyers about the relationship between law and politics. CAUSE LAWYERING offers an
insightful portrait of lawyers who sacrifice financial advantage in the name of a more just society.
These telling essays show how cause lawyering is indispensable to the legitimization of professional
authority.

causes of dictatorships: Dilemmas of Democracy and Dictatorship Michael Radu, The
phenomenon of globalization applies to political violence as well as to more benign aspects of life.
Most people in the West, as well as the Third World, politicians and media included, are still missing
this point. As a result, they are failing to adapt to the new realities--unlike their enemies. Dilemmas
of Democracy and Dictatorship is a collection of essays Radu has published over the past decade.
Some are opinion pieces; others are academic articles. The topics include political violence and
terrorism in general, and in specific areas--Latin America, the Balkans, Turkey, Sub-Saharan Africa,
Western and Eastern Europe. Radu discusses the causes and methods of contemporary terrorism,
the process of state decay in some African countries, and mentalities and absurdities in Latin and
Balkan politics. He also points out Western European illusions, delusions, and attitudes, and reviews
American policy and confusion in dealing with the Third World. At times the analysis is political,
other times military, and often it is sociological or psychological. In the author's words he is always
politically incorrect. The approach is multidisciplinary. What ties these disparate essays together is
Radu's personal experience--both as a field researcher and in a few cases as a participant in ongoing
events, and his personal idiosyncrasies, opinions, and perception of areas visited. These essays
clearly demonstrate that in the face of globalization the world is not a village but a conglomerate of
differences. This volume will be of particular interest to students of political violence,
insurgency/guerrilla warfare, and Third World politics, journalists, and policymakers. Michael S.
Radu is senior fellow and co-chairman of the Center on Terrorism at the Foreign Policy Research
Institute in Philadelphia. Educated in communist Romania and at Columbia University, he has taught
in the United States and South Africa. He has traveled to over forty countries doing research on
local politics and political violence and has served as electoral observer in four countries, including
as a UN observer in Cambodia. He is the author or editor of ten books.

causes of dictatorships: The Political Economy of War and Peace Murray Wolfson, 2012-12-06
cancer n. any malignant tumor . . . Metastasis may occur via the bloodstream or the lymphatic
channels or across body cavities . . . setting up secondary tumors . . . Each individual primary tumor
has its own pattern . . . There are probably many causative factors . .. Treatment. . . depends on the
type of tumor, the site of the primary tumor and the extent of the spread. (Oxford Concise Medical
Dictionary 1996, 97) Let us begin by stating the obvious. Acts of organized violence are not
necessarily of human nature, but they are endogenous events arising within the an intrinsic part
evolution of complex systems of social interaction. To be sure, all wars have features in common -
people are killed and property is destroyed - but in their origin wars are likely to be at least as
different as the social structures from which they arise. Consequently, it is unlikely that there can be
a simple theory of the causes of war or the maintenance of peace. The fact that wars are historical
events need not discourage us. On the contrary, we should focus our understanding of the
dimensions of each conflict, or classes of conflict, on the conjuncture of causes at hand. It follows
that the study of conflict must be an interdisciplinary one. It is or a penchant for eclecticism that
leads to that conclusion, but the not humility multi-dimensionality of war itself.

causes of dictatorships: The Digital Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy Philip N. Howard,
2010-09-21 Around the developing world, political leaders face a dilemma: the very information and
communication technologies that boost economic fortunes also undermine power structures.
Globally, one in ten internet users is a Muslim living in a populous Muslim community. In these
countries, young people are developing political identities online, and digital technologies are
helping civil society build systems of political communication independent of the state and beyond
easy manipulation by cultural or religious elites. With unique data on patterns of media ownership
and technology use, The Digital Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy demonstrates how, since the



mid-1990s, information technologies have had a role in political transformation. Democratic
revolutions are not caused by new information technologies. But in the Muslim world,
democratization is no longer possible without them.

causes of dictatorships: Class Struggle, Dictatorship and Democracy Xavier Domenech
Sampere, 2025-03-31 In Class Struggle, Dictatorship and Democracy: How the Common People
Defeated Francoism (1939-1979), historian Xavier Doménech Sampere tells the story of Franco’s
dictatorship, the struggle for freedoms and the foundations on which democracy was shaped. From
the perspective of history from below and based on the analysis of the class struggle, Domenech
offers not only a fascinating insight into the experiences of the workers who suffered one of the
harshest and longest dictatorships in European history but also of the businessmen who benefited
from it. The relationship between social movements and political change and the perspective of class
conflict gives this book a unique perspective for understanding both the dictatorship and the arrival
of democracy and its foundations. Published for the first time in English, Class Struggle,
Dictatorship and Democracy: How the Common People Defeated Francoism (1939-1979) is a must
read for all those interested in the history of fascism, social movements, and political transitions.

causes of dictatorships: Encyclopedia of Modern Dictators Frank J. Coppa, 2006 Original
Scholarly Monograph

causes of dictatorships: Principles of Comparative Politics William Roberts Clark, Matt Golder,
Sona Nadenichek Golder, 2013 The groundbreaking first edition of Principles of Comparative
Politics offered the most comprehensive and up-to-date view of the rich world of comparative
inquiry, research, and scholarship. Now, this thoroughly revised second edition offers students an
even better guide to cross-national comparison and why it matters. The new edition retains its focus
on the enduring questions with which scholars grapple, the issues about which consensus has
started to emerge, and the tools comparativists use to get at the complex problems in the field.
Improving organization and integrating the latest scholarship, important changes include: * A new
Varieties of Dictatorship chapter; * Clearer headers signaling coverage of authoritarian regimes, and
new sections highlighting resources on the study of authoritarianism; * An expanded program of
world maps showing key attributes of national political systems; * Reorganization of the What is
Science? chapter with a focus on the scientific method and reduced emphasis on Mill's Methods; * A
streamlined Problems with Group Decision Making chapter that focuses on government formation
and collapse as a principle-agent problem; * Timely analysis of developments in the Middle East as
part of the Democratic Transitions chapter including an examination of the use of coordinating
devices and differences within the region focusing on outcomes and coalitions; * Updates for current
events, including coverage of late Bush and Obama era policies, war in Somalia, the intervention in
Libya, and more. The book's outstanding pedagogy includes chapter opener overviews, bolded key
terms and a marginal glossary, more than 250 tables and figures, numerous photos and maps, end of
chapter problem sets, and new works cited and country-specific bibliographies.

causes of dictatorships: Spin Dictators Daniel Treisman, Sergei Guriev, 2023-04-04 How a
new breed of dictators holds power by manipulating information and faking democracy, with a new
preface by the authors--

causes of dictatorships: The Age of the Dictators D.G. Williamson, 2013-11-05 The Age of
the Dictators presents a comprehensive survey of the origins and interrelationship of the European
dictatorships. All the regimes are addressed, with ample coverage of the period 1939-45, and
analysis of the Soviet government up to Stalin’s death in 1953. Exploring their ideological and
political roots, and the role of the First World War in their rise to power, David Williams identifies
the dictatorships as products of their time. He examines the Soviet, Italian Fascist and Nazi
dictatorships, as well as the authoritarian regimes in Spain, Portugal, Eastern Europe and the
Balkans, providing an analysis of each as an entity, of how they evolved and related to one another,
and to what extent they were a common response to life after the First World War. Mindful of
historiographical issues, the textbook attends to the arguments of key historians, and includes a list
of relevant sources to assist students in their study of the period. Combining an accessible, succinct



writing style with a broad historical scope, The Age of the Dictators is an illuminating and thorough
account of a fascinating period in world history.

causes of dictatorships: Access Points Sean D. Ehrlich, 2011-09-26 Access Points develops a
new theory about how democratic institutions influence policy outcomes. Access Point Theory
argues that the more points of access that institutions provide to interest groups, the cheaper
lobbying will be, and, thus, the more lobbying will occur. This will lead to more complex policy, as
policymakers insert specific provisions to benefit special interests, and, if one side of the debate has
a lobbying advantage, to more biased policy, as the advantaged side is able to better take advantage
of the cheaper lobbying. This book then uses Access Point Theory to explain why some countries
have more protectionist and more complex trade policies than other; why some countries have
stronger environmental and banking regulations than others; and why some countries have more
complicated tax codes than others. In policy area after policy area, this book finds that more access
points lead to more biased and more complex policy. Access Points provides scholars with a powerful
tool to explain how political institutions matter and why countries implement the policies they do.

causes of dictatorships: Oswal-Gurukul Chapterwise Objective + Subjective Vol I for
English I, English II, Hindi, Civics, History & Geography: ICSE Class 10 for Semester II
2022 Exam Oswal - Gurukul, 2021-12-16 Oswal-Gurukul Chapterwise Objective & Subjective for
ICSE Class 10 Semester II Exam 2022: 2600+ New Pattern Questions (Hin, Eng I & I, His & Civ
Geo)

causes of dictatorships: Sociology as Political Education Karl Mannheim, 2018-04-17
German professors and academic intellectuals are often blamed for passivity or complicity in the
National Socialist rise to power. Karl Mannheim was a leading representative of a vital minority of
university personalities who devoted themselves to making sociology and higher education
contribute to democratization. Sociology as Political Education is both an analytical account of
Mannheim's efforts as well as an illustration of the application of sociological knowledge to the
world of practical action. Together with a second biographical volume by the editors, forthcoming
next season, it comprisesa complete record of Karl Mannheim in the university life of the Weimar
period. The comparatively new discipline of sociology was looked upon with favor by the Weimar
Republic's reformers of higher education. In advancing its methods Mannheim had first to contend
first with prominent and influential figures who attacked sociology as a mere political device to
undermine cultural and national values for the sake of narrow interests and partisanship. He then
had to meet the objections of fellow sociologists who were convinced that the discipline could
prosper only as an area of specialized study with no claim to educational goals beyond the technical
reproduction. Finally, he had to separate himself from proponents of politicized sociology.
Sociological thought should be rigorous, critical, and attentive to evidence, but, Mannheim argued,
its system had to be open and congruent with the ultimate responsibility of human beings for their
acts. Loader and Kettler supplement Mannheim's groundbreaking volume with previously
untranslated Mannheim texts, among them a transcript of his 1930 sociology course in which
Mannheim answered his critics and clarified his intentions. Sociology as Political Education is not
only of historical significance, but also shows Mannheim's relevance for current discussions of
academic integrity and politicization. This volume will be of interest to sociologists, cultural
historians, and political scientists.

causes of dictatorships: The Ascendancy of the Scientific Dictatorship,

Related to causes of dictatorships
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