charles dickens best known novels

charles dickens best known novels have left an indelible mark on English
literature, shaping the Victorian era and influencing generations of readers
and writers. Renowned for his vivid characters, intricate plots, and social
commentary, Dickens crafted stories that explore themes of poverty, justice,
and human resilience. This article delves into the most celebrated works of
Charles Dickens, highlighting their significance and enduring appeal. From
the haunting alleys of London to the struggles of orphaned children,
Dickens’s narratives continue to captivate audiences worldwide. The following
sections provide a comprehensive overview of his most iconic novels, their
themes, and their impact on literature and society. Exploring these
masterpieces offers insight into why Charles Dickens remains a towering
figure in the literary canon.

e Great Expectations

e A Tale of Two Cities
e Oliver Twist

e David Copperfield

e Bleak House

Great Expectations

Charles Dickens best known novels include Great Expectations, a coming-of-age
story that explores themes of ambition, social class, and personal
development. First published in serial form between 1860 and 1861, this novel
remains one of Dickens’s most celebrated works for its rich narrative and
memorable characters.

Plot Overview

The story follows Pip, an orphan who dreams of rising above his humble
beginnings. After a mysterious benefactor provides him with the means to
become a gentleman, Pip’s journey unfolds with unexpected twists and moral
challenges. The novel captures Pip’s growth, his relationships, and the
consequences of his desires.



Themes and Literary Significance

Great Expectations addresses social mobility, the nature of true gentility,
and the impact of wealth on character. Dickens critiques Victorian society’s
class divisions while emphasizing personal integrity and redemption. The
novel’s complex characters, such as the enigmatic Miss Havisham and the loyal
Joe Gargery, contribute to its lasting literary significance.

A Tale of Two Cities

Among charles dickens best known novels, A Tale of Two Cities stands out as a
historical drama set during the tumultuous period of the French Revolution.
Published in 1859, it is renowned for its opening line and its exploration of
sacrifice, resurrection, and the struggle for justice.

Historical Context and Setting

The novel is set in London and Paris, contrasting the relative stability of
England with the chaos of revolutionary France. Dickens vividly portrays the
social injustices and political unrest that fuel the revolution, providing a
backdrop for the personal stories of the characters.

Major Characters and Themes

Key characters include Charles Darnay, a French aristocrat who renounces his
heritage, and Sydney Carton, a dissolute English lawyer who ultimately
redeems himself through sacrifice. Themes of duality, resurrection, and the
possibility of transformation are central to the novel’s enduring appeal.

Oliver Twist

Charles Dickens best known novels also feature Oliver Twist, one of the
earliest social novels highlighting the plight of the poor and the corruption
of institutions. Serialized between 1837 and 1839, it is a powerful
indictment of child labor, crime, and poverty in Victorian England.

Synopsis and Social Critique

The narrative follows Oliver Twist, a young orphan subjected to harsh
treatment in a workhouse, who escapes to London and encounters a gang of
juvenile criminals led by Fagin. The novel exposes the brutal realities faced
by the underprivileged and critiques the Poor Law system.



Impact and Legacy

Oliver Twist brought social issues to public attention and influenced
reforms. Characters like the Artful Dodger and Bill Sikes have become iconic
figures representing the darker aspects of Victorian society. The novel’s
blend of suspense and social commentary ensures its place among Dickens’s
most significant works.

David Copperfield

Considered by many scholars as Dickens’s most autobiographical work, David
Copperfield is a cornerstone among charles dickens best known novels.
Published between 1849 and 1850, it details the life and growth of its
titular character from childhood to maturity.

Autobiographical Elements

The novel reflects Dickens’s own experiences, including his troubled
childhood and struggles with poverty. Through David’s story, Dickens explores
themes of perseverance, self-improvement, and the importance of kindness and
moral integrity.

Character Development and Themes

David Copperfield features a diverse cast, including the lovable Peggotty
family, the sinister Uriah Heep, and the charming but flawed Mr. Micawber.
The novel addresses issues such as education, social mobility, and personal
identity, making it a rich study of Victorian life.

Bleak House

Among charles dickens best known novels, Bleak House is notable for its
complex narrative structure and its critique of the English legal system.
First published between 1852 and 1853, it combines mystery, social criticism,
and vivid characterization.

Plot and Narrative Style

The novel centers on the interminable court case Jarndyce and Jarndyce, which
symbolizes the dysfunction of the Chancery Court. Dickens employs multiple
narrators, including the young Esther Summerson, to provide varied
perspectives on the story’s events.



Social Criticism and Themes

Bleak House critiques bureaucracy, social injustice, and the plight of the
poor. Its depiction of London’s foggy atmosphere and the labyrinthine legal
system underscores themes of confusion, corruption, and decay. The novel
remains a powerful example of Dickens’s social conscience and literary skill.

Summary of Charles Dickens’s Literary
Contributions

The exploration of charles dickens best known novels reveals a writer deeply
engaged with social issues and human nature. Dickens’s ability to create
enduring characters and compelling narratives continues to resonate with
readers and scholars alike.

Key Characteristics of Dickens’s Novels

e Strong social commentary addressing poverty, justice, and class

Memorable, multidimensional characters

Engaging plots combining humor, tragedy, and suspense

Vivid depictions of Victorian England’s urban and rural life

Exploration of themes such as redemption, identity, and morality

These elements contribute to the lasting legacy of Charles Dickens as one of
the greatest novelists in English literature, whose best known novels remain
essential reading for understanding the social fabric and literary heritage
of the 19th century.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of Charles Dickens' best known novels?

Some of Charles Dickens' best known novels include 'A Tale of Two Cities,'
'Great Expectations,' 'Oliver Twist,' 'David Copperfield,' 'Bleak House,' and
'Nicholas Nickleby.'



Which Charles Dickens novel is considered his most
famous work?

'A Tale of Two Cities' is often considered Charles Dickens' most famous work,
known for its memorable opening line and depiction of the French Revolution.

What themes are commonly explored in Charles
Dickens' best known novels?

Dickens' best known novels commonly explore themes such as social injustice,
poverty, childhood hardships, redemption, and the class system in Victorian
England.

Are Charles Dickens' best known novels still
relevant today?

Yes, Charles Dickens' novels remain relevant today as they address timeless
social issues and human experiences that continue to resonate with readers
around the world.

Which Charles Dickens novel features the character
Pip?

The character Pip is featured in Charles Dickens' novel 'Great Expectations,'
which follows his personal growth and moral development.

Did Charles Dickens write his best known novels as
serial publications?

Yes, many of Charles Dickens' best known novels, including 'Oliver Twist' and
‘David Copperfield,' were originally published in serial form, appearing in
monthly or weekly installments.

Additional Resources

1. Great Expectations

This classic novel follows the life of Pip, an orphan who dreams of becoming
a gentleman. Through a series of unexpected events and encounters with
memorable characters like Miss Havisham and Magwitch, Pip learns important
lessons about wealth, love, and personal growth. Dickens explores themes of
social class and ambition in Victorian England.

2. A Tale of Two Cities

Set against the turbulent backdrop of the French Revolution, this novel
contrasts the cities of London and Paris. It tells the story of Charles
Darnay and Sydney Carton, whose lives become intertwined through love and



sacrifice. Dickens highlights themes of resurrection, sacrifice, and the
struggle for justice.

3. David Copperfield

This semi-autobiographical novel traces the life of David Copperfield from
childhood to maturity. Filled with colorful characters and vivid settings, it
explores themes of perseverance, personal development, and the complexity of
human nature. Dickens delves into the hardships and triumphs of Victorian
society.

4. Oliver Twist

Oliver Twist is the tale of a young orphan navigating the harsh streets of
London. The novel exposes the grim realities of child labor, poverty, and
crime, featuring characters like the Artful Dodger and Fagin. Dickens
critiques social injustice and advocates for compassion and reform.

5. Bleak House

This intricate novel revolves around the long-running legal case of Jarndyce
and Jarndyce. Through a large cast of characters, Dickens critiques the
inefficiency and corruption of the English legal system. The story weaves
themes of social criticism, mystery, and human folly.

6. Hard Times

Set in the fictional industrial town of Coketown, this novel explores the
effects of industrialization on society and individuals. Dickens critiques
utilitarianism and the dehumanizing aspects of factory life. The story
focuses on characters struggling for meaning and happiness in a mechanized
world.

7. Little Dorrit

This novel centers on Amy Dorrit, born in a debtor’s prison, and her family’s
struggles with debt and societal expectations. Dickens examines themes of
imprisonment—-both literal and metaphorical-and the flaws of bureaucratic
institutions. It is a poignant commentary on poverty and social mobility.

8. The Pickwick Papers

A humorous and episodic work, this novel follows the adventures of Mr.
Pickwick and his friends as they travel and encounter quirky characters. It
was Dickens’s first major success and showcases his talent for satire and
social observation. The story is lighthearted but offers insight into 19th-
century English life.

9. Nicholas Nickleby

This novel tells the story of young Nicholas Nickleby as he tries to support
his family after his father’s death. Facing cruelty and hardship, Nicholas
combats injustice in schools and society. Dickens highlights themes of family
loyalty, resilience, and social reform.
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charles dickens best known novels: The Charles Dickens Collection Charles Dickens,
2018-02-09 A collection of the three best Charles Dickens novels: A Christmas Carol, A Tale of Two
Cities, and Oliver Twist. Charles Dickens was an English writer and social critic. He created some of
the world's best-known fictional characters and is regarded by many as the greatest novelist of the
Victorian era. His works enjoyed unprecedented popularity during his lifetime, and by the 20th
century critics and scholars had recognised him as a literary genius. His novels and short stories
enjoy lasting popularity. Born in Portsmouth, Dickens left school to work in a factory when his father
was incarcerated in a debtors' prison. Despite his lack of formal education, he edited a weekly
journal for 20 years, wrote 15 novels, five novellas, hundreds of short stories and non-fiction articles,
lectured and performed readings extensively, was an indefatigable letter writer, and campaigned
vigorously for children's rights, education, and other social reforms.

charles dickens best known novels: A Christmas Carol Charles Dickens, 2016-08-09 Classics
for Your Collection: goo.gl/U8O0LCr --------- Ebenezer Scrooge, the very definition of grumpy
miserliness, gets a second chance at figuring out what's really important in life, with the help of
some ghosts who give him an unforgettable version of This is Your Life. In the book's famous
opening scene, on the night just before Christmas the old miser Ebenezer Scrooge sits in his
freezing cold counting house, oblivious to the discomfort of his shivering young assistant Bob
Cratchit. Scrooge is ceaselessly rude to relatives and visitors alike who drop in to convey their
Christmas greetings or ask for a contribution to charity. Scrooge returns to his equally chilly
mansion where he has an extraordinary supernatural experience. The spirit of his dead partner,
Marley appears narrating tales of eternal suffering that he is condemned to endure because of the
mean and uncharitable deeds that Marley did when he was alive. Marley tells Scrooge that three
other supernatural visitors will make their appearance over the next three nights. The rest of the
book traces the events that happen when these three otherworldly beings visit Scrooge. Charles
Dickens' A Christmas Carol is a quintessential piece of what Christmas is all about (and maybe a
touch Halloween, too!). The story succeeds in entrancing so many of us because it touches upon the
emotions, the senses, the human condition, and encapsulates it all in the life and death struggle we
all go through...plus, who doesn't love a good ghost story and a happy ending!? A pearl in your book
shelf. Scroll Up and Get Your Copy!

charles dickens best known novels: The Battle of Life Charles Dickens, 2007-08 The Battle of
Life / Charles Dickens.

charles dickens best known novels: Oliver Twist Charles Dickens, 2016-08-31 The
best-known of all Dickens' novels, Oliver Twist has been adapted for the screen on numerous
occasions, most notably the 1968 musical Oliver!, which won the Oscar for best picture. The original
novel, the second from Charles Dickens, has been in print since 1838. Sayre Street Books offers the
world's greatest literature in easy to navigate, beautifully designed digital editions.

charles dickens best known novels: The Old Curiosity Shop Charles Dickens, 2017-11-23
THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOPThe Old Curiosity Shop, along with Barnaby Rudge, is one of the two
novels that Charles Dickens (1812-1870) published, along with some short stories, in his anecdotal
and ephemeral review Master Humphrey's Clock, published 1840 in 1841, then in one volume in
1841. Master Humphrey is supposed to be the narrator of the first chapters, then the story is
entrusted to another voice, without a solution of continuity between one and the other.It concerns
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the young Nell Trent (the little Nell) who lives with her maternal grandfather, whose name is never
revealed, in an old house in London called The Old Curiosity Shop, because it includes ground floor -
heightened an antique store stuffed, according to Gilbert Keith Chesterton, with grotesque and
sinister objects, bizarre weapons, decorations in diabolical scrolls.Centered on the two protagonists,
the grandfather and the granddaughter, the plot is first marked by mystery. Why this situation? Why
the absence of the old man during the night? Soon, however, the veil is torn with the intervention of
the dwarf Daniel Quilp, more deformed than raked and cruel in temperament. Various associates
also take substance, either from the couple of protagonists or from that of his persecutors. Until the
day when, by a decision of which the child has the idea, the intrigue suddenly opens on the world
and switches in the field of the picaresque, with the wandering, the adventure of the road, the
meetings unannounced. From then on, the pathos, already supported in the first part, amplify
themselves to become extreme, Dickens having, without possible remission, based his history on the
pitiful fate of an orphan and an old man, which is moreover a situation of weakness and adversity,
both of which are aroused by the greed and lust of the most vile. CHARLES DICKENSCharles John
Huffam Dickens (7 February 1812 - 9 June 1870) was an English writer and social critic. He created
some of the world's best-known fictional characters and is regarded by many as the greatest novelist
of the Victorian era. His works enjoyed unprecedented popularity during his lifetime, and by the
20th century critics and scholars had recognised him as a literary genius. His novels and short
stories enjoy lasting popularity.Born in Portsmouth, Dickens left school to work in a factory when his
father was incarcerated in a debtors' prison. Despite his lack of formal education, he edited a weekly
journal for 20 years, wrote 15 novels, five novellas, hundreds of short stories and non-fiction articles,
lectured and performed extensively, was an indefatigable letter writer, and campaigned vigorously
for children's rights, education, and other social reforms.Dickens's literary success began with the
1836 serial publication of The Pickwick Papers. Within a few years he had become an international
literary celebrity, famous for his humour, satire, and keen observation of character and society. His
novels, most published in monthly or weekly instalments, pioneered the serial publication of
narrative fiction, which became the dominant Victorian mode for novel publication. The instalment
format allowed Dickens to evaluate his audience's reaction, and he often modified his plot and
character development based on such feedback. For example, when his wife's chiropodist expressed
distress at the way Miss Mowcher in David Copperfield seemed to reflect her disabilities, Dickens
improved the character with positive features. His plots were carefully constructed, and he often
wove elements from topical events into his narratives. Masses of the illiterate poor chipped in
ha'pennies to have each new monthly episode read to them, opening up and inspiring a new class of
readers. Dickens was regarded as the literary colossus of his age. His 1843 novella, A Christmas
Carol, remains popular and continues to inspire adaptations in every artistic genre.

charles dickens best known novels: A Library of the World's Best Literature - Ancient
and Modern - Vol. XLII (Forty-Five Volumes); Dictionary of Authors (A-]J) Charles Dudley
Warner, 2008-07-01 Popular American essayist, novelist, and journalist CHARLES DUDLEY
WARNER (1829-1900) was renowned for the warmth and intimacy of his writing, which
encompassed travelogue, biography and autobiography, fiction, and more, and influenced entire
generations of his fellow writers. Here, the prolific writer turned editor for his final grand work, a
splendid survey of global literature, classic and modern, and it's not too much to suggest that if his
friend and colleague Mark Twain-who stole Warner's quip about how everybody complains about the
weather, but nobody does anything about it-had assembled this set, it would still be hailed today as
one of the great achievements of the book world. Volume 42 is Part One of a dictionary of
authors-from Alexis Aar to Juvenal-that serves as a handy, condensed reference to the authors
quoted in the first 40 volumes, as well as a guide to thousands more authors whose works are
notable but not featured in this set.

charles dickens best known novels: No Thoroughfare Charles Dickens, Wilkie Collins,
2007-09 Charles John Huffam Dickens (1812-1870), also known as Boz, was the foremost English
novelist of the Victorian era, as well as a vigorous social campaigner. Considered one of the English




language's greatest writers, he was acclaimed for his rich storytelling and memorable characters,
and achieved massive worldwide popularity in his lifetime. The popularity of his novels and short
stories has meant that not one has ever gone out of print. Dickens wrote serialised novels, the usual
format for fiction at the time, and each new part of his stories was eagerly anticipated by the reading
public. Among his best-known works are Sketches by Boz (1836), The Pickwick Papers (1837), Oliver
Twist (1838), Nicholas Nickleby (1839), Barnaby Rudge (1841), A Christmas Carol (1843), Martin
Chuzzlewit (1844), David Copperfield (1850), Bleak House (1853), Little Dorrit (1857), A Tale of Two
Cities (1859), Great Expectations (1861) and Our Mutual Friend (1865).

charles dickens best known novels: The Charles Dickens Collection (Deluxe Library Binding)
Charles Dickens, 2020-11-22 The Charles Dickens Collection includes three novels; A Tale of Two
Cities, Great Expectations, and A Christmas Carol. A Tale of Two Cities, depicts the plight of the
French peasantry demoralized by the French aristocracy in the years leading up to the French
revolution. It follows the lives of several characters through these events. Great Expectations,
depicts the personal growth and development of an orphan nicknamed Pip. The novel is full of
extreme imagery - poverty; prison ships and chains, and fights to the death. Dickens's themes
include wealth and poverty, love and rejection, and the eventual triumph of good over evil. In A
Christmas Carol, Ebenezer Scrooge is visited by three Christmas spirits. The Ghost of Christmas
Past confronts Scrooge with his youth, the Ghost of Christmas Present reveals the Cratchits'
struggle amid poverty, and the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come harrows Scrooge with dire visions of
the future if he does not learn to treat his fellow man with kindness, generosity and compassion.

charles dickens best known novels: Great Expectations Charles Dickens, 2015-12-01 Great
Expectations is Charles Dickens's 13th novel and his penultimate completed novel. It depicts the
personal growth and personal development of an orphan nicknamed Pip. It is Dickens's second
novel, after David Copperfield, to be fully narrated in the first person. It is set among marshes in
Kent, and in London, in the early to mid-1800s and contains some of Dickens' most memorable
scenes, including the opening, in a graveyard, where the young Pip is accosted by the escaped
convict, Abel Magwitch. Great Expectations is full of extreme imagery - poverty, prison ships and
chains, and fights to the death- and has a colourful cast of characters who have entered popular
culture. These include the eccentric Miss Havisham, the beautiful but cold Estella, and Joe, the kind
and generous blacksmith. Dickens's themes include wealth and poverty, love and rejection, and the
eventual triumph of good over evil Great Expectations is one of the most popular novels ever written
in English, and has been translated into many languages, and adapted numerous times into various
media.

charles dickens best known novels: A Library of the World's Best Literature Charles
Dudley Warner, Hamilton Wright Mabie, Charles Henry Warner, Lucia Isabella Gilbert Runkle,
George H. Warner, 1897

charles dickens best known novels: The Charles Dickens Collection: (3 Books) A Tale of Two

Cities, Great Expectations, and A Christmas Carol (1000 Copy Limited Edition) Charles Dickens,
2019-08-06 The Charles Dickens Collection includes three novels; A Tale of Two Cities, Great

Expectations, and A Christmas Carol. This set is limited to 1,000 copies. A Tale of Two Cities, depicts
the plight of the French peasantry demoralized by the French aristocracy in the years leading up to
the French revolution. It follows the lives of several characters through these events. Great
Expectations, depicts the personal growth and development of an orphan nicknamed Pip. The novel
is full of extreme imagery - poverty; prison ships and chains, and fights to the death. Dickens's
themes include wealth and poverty, love and rejection, and the eventual triumph of good over evil. In
A Christmas Carol, Ebenezer Scrooge is visited by three Christmas spirits. The Ghost of Christmas
Past confronts Scrooge with his youth, the Ghost of Christmas Present reveals the Cratchits'
struggle amid poverty, and the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come harrows Scrooge with dire visions of
the future if he does not learn to treat his fellow man with kindness, generosity and compassion.

charles dickens best known novels: CHARLES DICKENS COLL Charles Dickens, 2016-11-01
The Charles Dickens Collection includes three novels; Oliver Twist, Hard Times, and The Old




Curiosity Shop. This set is limited to 1,000 copies. Oliver Twist tells the story of an orphan boy
trapped in a world where his only options seem to be the workhouse, a life of crime, a prison, or an
early grave. From this unpromising setting, Oliver's pure-heart leads him on an adventure of a
lifetime. Hard Times is set in the imaginary industrial town of Coketown, the soulless domain of the
strict Gradgind and the heartless factory owner Bounderby. Human joy is seen as the open-hearted
and affectionate people act as an antidote to the ruthless behaviour Dickens presents. The Old
Curiosity Shop follows the life of Nell Trent and her grandfather, both residents of The Old Curiosity
Shop in London. Portrayed as infallibly good and angelic, Nell leads her grandfather on their journey
to save them from misery.

charles dickens best known novels: Library of the World's Best Literature Charles Dudley
Warner, 1898

charles dickens best known novels: The Holly Tree Charles Dickens, 2020-10-18 The Holly
Tree Charles John Huffam Dickens (1812-1870), also known as Boz, was the foremost English
novelist of the Victorian era, as well as a vigorous social campaigner. Considered one of the English
language's greatest writers, he was acclaimed for his rich storytelling and memorable characters,
and achieved massive worldwide popularity in his lifetime. The popularity of his novels and short
stories has meant that not one has ever gone out of print. Dickens wrote serialised novels, the usual
format for fiction at the time, and each new part of his stories was eagerly anticipated by the reading
public. Among his best-known works are Sketches by Boz (1836), The Pickwick Papers (1837), Oliver
Twist (1838), Nicholas Nickleby (1839), Barnaby Rudge (1841), A Christmas Carol (1843), Martin
Chuzzlewit (1844), David Copperfield (1850), Bleak House (1853), Little Dorrit (1857), A Tale of Two
Cities (1859), Great Expectations (1861) and Our Mutual Friend (1865).

charles dickens best known novels: Library of the World's Best Literature: Biographical
dictionary Charles Dudley Warner, Hamilton Wright Mabie, Charles Henry Warner, Lucia Isabella
Gilbert Runkle, 1897

charles dickens best known novels: Holiday Romance Charles Dickens, 2007-09 A Holiday
Romance / Charles Dickens.

charles dickens best known novels: The Charles Dickens Collection Charles Dickens,
2020-11-29 The Charles Dickens Collection includes three novels; Oliver Twist, Hard Times, and The
Old Curiosity Shop. Oliver Twist tells the story of an orphan boy trapped in a world where his only
options seem to be the workhouse, a life of crime, a prison, or an early grave. From this unpromising
setting, Oliver's pure-heart leads him on an adventure of a lifetime. Hard Times is set in the
imaginary industrial town of Coketown, the soulless domain of the strict Gradgind and the heartless
factory owner Bounderby. Human joy is seen as the open-hearted and affectionate people act as an
antidote to the ruthless behaviour Dickens presents. The Old Curiosity Shop follows the life of Nell
Trent and her grandfather, both residents of The Old Curiosity Shop in London. Portrayed as
infallibly good and angelic, Nell leads her grandfather on their journey to save them from misery.

charles dickens best known novels: Library of the World's Best Literature, Ancient and
Modern: Biographical dictionary Charles Dudley Warner, 1893

charles dickens best known novels: The Cricket on the Hearth Charles Dickens, 2007-08
The Cricket on the Hearth is a novella by Charles Dickens, written in 1845. It is the third of Dickens'
five Christmas books, the others being A Christmas Carol (1843), The Chimes (1844), The Battle of
Life (1846), and The Haunted Man (1847). Charles John Huffam Dickens (1812-1870), also known as
Boz, was the foremost English novelist of the Victorian era, as well as a vigorous social campaigner.
Considered one of the English language's greatest writers, he was acclaimed for his rich storytelling
and memorable characters, and achieved massive worldwide popularity in his lifetime. The
popularity of his novels and short stories has meant that not one has ever gone out of print. Dickens
wrote serialised novels, the usual format for fiction at the time, and each new part of his stories was
eagerly anticipated by the reading public. Among his best-known works are Sketches by Boz (1836),
The Pickwick Papers (1837), Oliver Twist (1838), Nicholas Nickleby (1839), Barnaby Rudge (1841),
A Christmas Carol (1843), Martin Chuzzlewit (1844), David Copperfield (1850), Bleak House (1853),




Little Dorrit (1857), A Tale of Two Cities (1859), Great Expectations (1861) and Our Mutual Friend
(1865).

charles dickens best known novels: Dombey and Son Charles Dickens, 2010-04 Charles John
Huffam Dickens (1812-1870), also known as Boz, was the foremost English novelist of the Victorian
era, as well as a vigorous social campaigner. Considered one of the English language's greatest
writers, he was acclaimed for his rich storytelling and memorable characters, and achieved massive
worldwide popularity in his lifetime. The popularity of his novels and short stories has meant that
not one has ever gone out of print. Dickens wrote serialised novels, the usual format for fiction at the
time, and each new part of his stories was eagerly anticipated by the reading public. Among his
best-known works are Sketches by Boz (1836), The Pickwick Papers (1837), Oliver Twist (1838),
Nicholas Nickleby (1839), Barnaby Rudge (1841), A Christmas Carol (1843), Martin Chuzzlewit
(1844), David Copperfield (1850), Bleak House (1853), Little Dorrit (1857), A Tale of Two Cities
(1859), Great Expectations (1861) and Our Mutual Friend (1865).
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