
charlotte anne moberly an adventure

charlotte anne moberly an adventure stands as one of the most intriguing
paranormal experiences documented in early 20th-century England. This
adventure, involving Charlotte Anne Moberly and Eleanor Jourdain, explores a
mysterious encounter they reported at the Petit Trianon in Versailles. The
incident has since become a cornerstone in discussions about time slips,
ghostly apparitions, and unexplained phenomena. This article delves into the
details of the event, the backgrounds of the women involved, the subsequent
publication of their account, and the ongoing debates surrounding its
authenticity. By examining the historical context and critical responses, the
story of charlotte anne moberly an adventure offers insight into early
paranormal literature and its cultural impact.
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The Background of Charlotte Anne Moberly

Charlotte Anne Moberly was a distinguished English academic and the first
principal of St Hugh's College, Oxford. Born in 1846, she was known for her
scholarly achievements and dedication to education. Moberly’s conservative
and devout background influenced her worldview, making her later experience
all the more extraordinary given its supernatural implications. Alongside
Eleanor Jourdain, who was also an academic and the second principal of St
Hugh’s College, Moberly embarked on a journey to France in 1901 that would
change their lives forever. Understanding Moberly’s background helps
contextualize the seriousness with which she approached the adventure and her
subsequent account.

Academic and Personal Life

Charlotte Anne Moberly’s academic career was marked by her pioneering role in
women’s education at Oxford University. She was deeply respected for her
intellect and leadership. Her upbringing in a religious Anglican family
instilled a strong sense of morality and duty, which shaped her perspective
on the inexplicable events she later described. This background amplifies the
credibility many have attributed to her report of the adventure at
Versailles.

The Event at the Petit Trianon

The adventure itself took place on August 10, 1901, when Moberly and Jourdain



visited the Petit Trianon, a small château on the grounds of the Palace of
Versailles. During their visit, they claimed to have experienced a series of
otherworldly phenomena that included sightings of figures dressed in period
clothing, a strange atmosphere, and a feeling of displacement in time. This
event is often described as a "time slip," where the two women seemingly
crossed into the past and witnessed scenes from the late 18th century.

Descriptions of the Apparitions

According to their account, Moberly and Jourdain saw a woman sketching in a
garden who appeared distressed and was dressed in clothing consistent with
the era of Marie Antoinette. They also reported seeing a man in 18th-century
attire and other figures that seemed out of place in the early 20th century.
The women described the environment as having changed subtly, with a misty
quality and an eerie stillness. After leaving the area, they realized they
had lost time and felt a profound sense of unease. These experiences formed
the basis of what would later be detailed in their joint narrative.

Possible Explanations for the Experience

Psychological phenomena such as shared hallucinations or memory
distortions

A genuine paranormal encounter or time slip

Misinterpretations of historical reenactments or costumes

A constructed narrative influenced by cultural fascination with the
French Revolution

The Publication of "An Adventure"

In 1911, Charlotte Anne Moberly and Eleanor Jourdain published their account
under the pseudonyms Elizabeth Morison and Frances Lamont. The book, titled
An Adventure, detailed their extraordinary experience at Versailles and
sparked widespread public interest. The publication was groundbreaking as one
of the earliest well-documented cases of alleged time displacement or
paranormal visitation in modern English literature.

Reception and Impact

The book attracted both intrigue and skepticism. Many readers were fascinated
by the detailed descriptions and the reputations of the authors as serious
academics, lending weight to the story. However, critics questioned the
accuracy of the narrative and the possibility of fabrication or unconscious
exaggeration. The publication prompted debates about the nature of reality,
memory, and the potential for supernatural occurrences.



Reasons for Anonymity

The use of pseudonyms was likely intended to protect the authors’ identities
and reputations, given the controversial nature of their claims. At the time,
association with supernatural phenomena could undermine professional
standing, especially for women in academia. The eventual revelation of their
true identities only fueled further interest and scrutiny of the adventure.

Interpretations and Criticisms

Since the publication of An Adventure, scholars, skeptics, and paranormal
enthusiasts have offered various interpretations of the events described by
Moberly and Jourdain. The story has been analyzed through psychological,
historical, and paranormal frameworks, each offering different explanations
for the mysterious experience.

Skeptical Perspectives

Skeptics argue that the adventure can be explained by a combination of
psychological phenomena, such as confabulation, misinterpretation of
environmental cues, or even deliberate fabrication. Some have pointed out
inconsistencies in the timeline and descriptions, suggesting that the
narrative was influenced by the authors’ imaginations or contemporary
interests in spiritualism and the occult.

Supportive Views

Paranormal researchers and some historians consider the adventure a genuine
encounter with residual hauntings or a rare time slip. They highlight the
detailed and consistent descriptions of historical figures and the
environment, which, they argue, would be difficult to fabricate convincingly.
The story continues to be cited as evidence in debates about the possibility
of crossing temporal boundaries or experiencing ghostly phenomena.

The Legacy of Charlotte Anne Moberly’s
Experience

The adventure of Charlotte Anne Moberly has left a lasting legacy in the
study of paranormal phenomena and cultural history. It has inspired countless
books, documentaries, and academic discussions, making it a pivotal case in
the genre of supernatural literature. The story also reflects early 20th-
century societal fascinations with history, memory, and the unknown.

Influence on Popular Culture

The narrative has influenced various works of fiction and non-fiction, often
serving as a template for stories involving time slips and ghostly
encounters. Its blend of historical detail and supernatural mystery continues
to captivate audiences and inspire new interpretations.



Continued Research and Interest

Researchers and enthusiasts still examine the details of Moberly’s adventure
to uncover new insights or evidence. The site of the Petit Trianon remains a
place of interest for those intrigued by the possibility of time travel or
spectral experiences. The case is frequently cited in discussions of
paranormal methodology and the reliability of eyewitness testimony in
extraordinary circumstances.

Key Elements of the Adventure’s Enduring Appeal

The enigmatic nature of the experience

The credible backgrounds of the witnesses

The detailed historical descriptions

The unresolved questions about time and reality

The cultural fascination with the French Revolution and Versailles

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Charlotte Anne Moberly?

Charlotte Anne Moberly was an English academic and author, best known for co-
authoring the book 'An Adventure' which details her claimed paranormal
experience at the Palace of Versailles.

What is 'An Adventure' by Charlotte Anne Moberly
about?

'An Adventure' is a book co-written by Charlotte Anne Moberly and Eleanor
Jourdain, describing their alleged time slip experience at the Palace of
Versailles in 1901, where they believed they encountered figures from the
18th century.

When did the events described in 'An Adventure' take
place?

The events described in 'An Adventure' took place in 1901 during a visit to
the Palace of Versailles by Charlotte Anne Moberly and Eleanor Jourdain.

What phenomenon did Charlotte Anne Moberly claim to
experience in 'An Adventure'?

Charlotte Anne Moberly claimed to have experienced a time slip or paranormal
encounter, seeing people and scenes from the late 18th century while at the
Palace of Versailles.



Who co-authored 'An Adventure' with Charlotte Anne
Moberly?

Eleanor Jourdain, a colleague and fellow academic, co-authored 'An Adventure'
with Charlotte Anne Moberly.

How was 'An Adventure' received by the public and
critics?

'An Adventure' was met with both intrigue and skepticism; some readers found
the paranormal claims fascinating, while many critics questioned the validity
of the time slip experience.

What impact did 'An Adventure' have on paranormal
literature?

'An Adventure' became a classic case in paranormal literature, often cited as
an early and influential account of time slips and ghostly encounters.

Are there any explanations or theories about what
Charlotte Anne Moberly experienced?

Explanations for Moberly's experience range from genuine paranormal phenomena
to psychological effects like déjà vu, misinterpretations, or even a shared
hallucination between Moberly and Jourdain.

Additional Resources
1. Charlotte Anne Moberly: The Enigmatic Journey
This book explores the mysterious adventure of Charlotte Anne Moberly,
focusing on her famous time-travel experience at the Palace of Versailles. It
delves into her motivations, the historical context, and the impact of her
encounter on her life and writings. The narrative combines biography with a
thrilling recount of the unexplained phenomena she witnessed.

2. Shadows of Versailles: Moberly’s Time Slip
In this detailed account, the author reconstructs the day Charlotte Anne
Moberly and Eleanor Jourdain claimed to have stepped back into 18th-century
France. The book examines the evidence, skepticism, and the cultural
fascination with their story. Readers are invited to ponder the boundaries
between history, memory, and imagination.

3. The Ghosts of the Past: Charlotte Moberly’s Paris Adventure
This book presents Charlotte Anne Moberly’s adventure as a ghostly encounter
with history, blending supernatural elements with historical research. It
recounts her chilling experiences and the subsequent investigation that
captivated the public. The narrative highlights the tension between
rationalism and belief in the paranormal during her time.

4. Time’s Veil: The Moberly-Jourdain Mystery
Focusing on the partnership between Charlotte Anne Moberly and Eleanor
Jourdain, this book explores their joint adventure and the controversial
publication that followed. It analyzes their claims of witnessing a
historical scene and the implications for understanding time and perception.



The story is framed as both an academic inquiry and a thrilling mystery.

5. Echoes of Versailles: A Journey Beyond Time
This title takes readers on a journey through Charlotte Anne Moberly’s
extraordinary experience, emphasizing the evocative descriptions of the past
she recorded. The book blends travelogue, historical detail, and
psychological insight to explore how the past can resonate in the present. It
also considers the broader theme of how history is lived and remembered.

6. Portals to the Past: The Adventures of Charlotte Anne Moberly
In this work, the author investigates various accounts of time slips and
paranormal adventures, with a focus on Moberly’s famous experience. The book
situates her story within a wider context of mystical and unexplained
phenomena. It offers a balanced perspective, combining skepticism with a
sense of wonder.

7. Beyond the Ordinary: Charlotte Moberly’s Historical Adventure
This biography highlights the adventurous spirit of Charlotte Anne Moberly,
portraying her as a pioneering woman exploring both history and the unknown.
It covers her educational background, travels, and the extraordinary incident
that made her name synonymous with mystery. The narrative celebrates
curiosity and courage in the face of the inexplicable.

8. The Versailles Enigma: Unraveling Moberly’s Tale
This investigative book critically examines the claims made by Charlotte Anne
Moberly and Eleanor Jourdain about their Versailles experience. Combining
historical research, eyewitness accounts, and modern analysis, it seeks to
separate fact from fiction. The book invites readers to draw their own
conclusions about this enduring enigma.

9. Through Time’s Looking Glass: The Moberly Adventure
This imaginative retelling of Charlotte Anne Moberly’s adventure blends fact
with creative storytelling, bringing to life the sights and sounds of 18th-
century France as she allegedly experienced them. The narrative explores
themes of memory, reality, and the nature of time travel. It offers a
captivating blend of history, mystery, and fantasy for readers of all ages.
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  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: An Adventure C. A. E. Moberly, Evans Joan,
2019-01-17 2019 Reprint. Full facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical
Recognition software. First published in 1911. The Moberly-Jourdain incident was an event that
occurred on 10 August 1901 in the gardens of the Petit Trianon, involving two female academics,
Charlotte Anne Moberly and Eleanor Jourdain. The women were both from educated backgrounds.
During a trip to Versailles, they visited the Petit Trianon, a small chateau in the grounds of the
Palace of Versailles, where they allegedly experienced a time slip, and saw Marie Antoinette as well
as other people of the same period. After researching the history of the palace, and comparing notes
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of their experience, they published their work in a book entitled An Adventure, under the names of
Elizabeth Morison and Frances Lamont, in 1911. Their story caused a sensation and continues to
find a readership to this day. This edition is Edited by Joan Evans.
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: An Adventure Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly,
Eleanor Frances Jourdain, 1935 An account of spiritualistic phenomena encountered by the authors
at Petit Trianon.
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: An Adventure Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly,
Eleanor Frances Jourdain, 1911
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: Marie Antoinette Dena Goodman, Thomas E. Kaiser,
2013-10-23 Marie-Antoinette is one of the most fascinating and controversial figures in all of French
history. This volume explores the many struggles by various individuals and groups to put right
Marie's identity, and it simultaneously links these struggles to larger destabilizations in social,
political and gender systems in France. Looking at how Marie was represented in politics, art,
literature and journalism, the contributors to this volume reveal how crucial political and cultural
contexts were enacted on the body of the queen and on the complex identity of Marie. Taken
together, these essays suggest that it is precisely because she came to represent the contradictions
in the social, political and gender systems of her era, that Marie remains such an important
historical figure.
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: The Victorian Eighteenth Century B.W. Young,
2007-10-18 Exploring the Victorian fascination with the generation of their grandparents and
great-grandparents, Brian Young illuminates Victorian intellectual, religious, and cultural history.
Examining the work of men such as Thomas Carlyle, the book reveals how the Victorians were
haunted by the eighteenth century, both metaphorically and literally.
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: A Bloody Song Caroline Kerjean, 2020-01-28 Growing
up in a fractious household in working-class Brooklyn, my mother dreamt of living in France, of
experiencing “civilization.” As for myself, molded by the gloomy obsessions of the adults around me,
I sought refuge as a child in a Japanese anime titled Lady Oscar, and its story of a woman forced into
the role of military officer for the royal guard at Versailles. Very personal in tone, A Bloody Song
examines the enduring mystery of “time travel”, leading from an adult’s awakening into the
enchanted world of childhood and back again. It explores the major themes and imagery in the
celebrated anime Lady Oscar and comments on those of The Rose of Versailles, the manga it is
based on. The essay also proposes to examine these motifs through a comparative study of
Nobel-prize winning Kazuo Ishiguro’s The Remains of the Day. Divided into eight distinct parts, or
themes, A Bloody Song offers a glimpse into the rich, ancient culture and literature of Japan via one
of its most famous animes and mangas. In this way, it aims to elucidate the adult themes concealed
within the dark, fairytale realm of a cherished girlhood series. My main reason for revisiting this
world is this: to save a favourite animated character from feeling abandoned. As I once did. As we all
sometimes do. “I enjoyed [the read]—simultaneously very academic and well-written.” —Morris
Berman, author of Neurotic Beauty: An Outsider Looks at Japan “The best tribute to a favorite
manga and anime is to analyze it, delving into its influences, insights, and impact. Caroline Kerjean
does this beautifully in her personal, passionate, powerful essay about Rose of Versailles (Lady
Oscar).” —Alisa Freedman, Professor of Japanese Literature and Film, University of Oregon and
Editor-in-Chief of the U.S.-Japan Women's Journal “I was impressed by Kerjean's clear, graceful
writing and the wonderful diversity of sources she brings to bear on her topic.” —Wendy Steiner,
author of The Trouble with Beauty “There is quite a lot to say about this wonderfully rich and
evocative book!” —Nathalie Nadaud-Albertini, CREM, Université de Lorraine “Wonderful book. I was
especially struck by Kerjean's explanation of koi. I know the feeling...” —Andrew Feenberg, author of
Nishida, Kawabata and the Japanese Response to Modernity
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: Ghosts and Legends of Nevada's Highway 50 Janice
Oberding, 2018-09-17 The 287-mile stretch of highway that runs east to west across Nevada's desert
is billed as the Loneliest Road in America. But those who explore it find there is plenty to discover



along the way in the towns of Austin, Eureka, Ely, Fallon and Fernley. Every one of these places has
its own unique history, ghosts and stories to tell. From the sordid lynching of Richard Jennings to the
humorous legend about a famous sack of flour, author Janice Oberding treks across Highway 50
seeking spirits and uncovering the tales of Singing Sand Mountain, the Red-Headed Giants, the
Giroux Mine Disaster and many more.
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: The Versailles Effect Mark Ledbury, Robert
Wellington, 2020-12-10 The essays in this volume show that Versailles was not the static creation of
one man, but a hugely complex cultural space; a centre of power, but also of life, love, anxiety,
creation, and an enduring palimpsest of aspirations, desires, and ruptures. The splendour of the
Château and the masterpieces of art and design that it contains mask a more complex and
sometimes more sordid history of human struggle and achievement. The case studies presented by
the contributors to this book cannot provide a comprehensive account of the Palace of Versailles and
its domains, the life within its walls, its visitors, and the art and architecture that it has inspired
from the seventeenth century to the present day: from the palace of the Sun King to the Penthouse
of Donald Trump. However, this innovative collection will reshape-or even radically redefine-our
understanding of the palace of Versailles and its posterity.
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: Time Travel Nick Redfern, 2021-10-05 Fact or
fiction? Real or impossible? Movement through time explored, examined and explained! Albert
Einstein’s theory of relativity postulates, and scientists have proven, that the faster you travel, the
slower time moves. Clocks on airplanes, satellites and rockets are slower than clocks on Earth, and
time travel is indeed real. Can time machines, time-tunnel wormholes or tales of fictional
time-traveling heroes be so far-fetched? Covering the history of time travel in both reality and
fiction, Time Travel: The Science and Science Fiction investigates the long history, myths, science
and stories of movement from the present to the past and into the future. Timely in its telling, Time
Travel chronicles more than 30 instances, accounts, stories and famous examples of time slips, such
as ... The theory of relativity showing the link between time and space H.G. Wells’ epic novel of
1895: The Time Machine British physicist Stephen Hawking’s famous paradoxes surrounding time
travel Charlton Heston’s character Taylor in the Planet of the Apes discovering that he is home,
2,000 years in the future Wormholes, the shortcuts through both space and time And many more!
The idea of time travel fascinates because it offers the possibility, however remote, of revisiting and
recapturing moments from our youth. And if travelers of the future have secretly visited us—well,
that proves that our future is secure. Stories of time travel abound in books and film, and it’s been a
source of endless fascination—and speculation—surrounding UFO sightings and conspiracy theories.
This richly researched reference ripples with fascinating information. With more than 120 photos
and graphics, this tome is nicely illustrated. Time Travel also includes a helpful bibliography and an
extensive index, adding to its usefulness. Time will fly by as you ponder the possibilities. Don’t
hesitate. There’s no time like the present. Get your copy today. The future is waiting!
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: Dictionary Catalog of the Research Libraries of the
New York Public Library, 1911-1971 New York Public Library. Research Libraries, 1979
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: Mysteries and Secrets: The 16-Book Complete Codex
Patricia Fanthorpe, Lionel Fanthorpe, 2014-11-12 This special 16-book bundle collects fearless
investigations into the paranormal from the pens of Lionel and Patricia Fanthorpe, who for several
decades been researching and writing about ancient and eternal mysteries. Their entertaining and
thought-provoking works span numerous topics, from numerology, freemasonry, voodoo, satanism
and witchcraft to the very nature of death and time. Additionally, they have produced numerous
volumes examining the great unexplained mysteries and places of history, including The Bible,
European castles, strange murders, arcane objects of power, the mysterious depths of the sea and
remarkable people. Take a strange and beautiful trip to the mystical side of life in this special set!
Includes Death Mysteries and Secrets of Numerology Mysteries and Secrets of the Masons
Mysteries and Secrets of the Templars Mysteries and Secrets of Time Mysteries and Secrets of
Voodoo, Santeria, and Obeah Satanism and Demonology Secrets of the World’s Undiscovered



Treasures The Big Book of Mysteries The Oak Island Mystery The World’s Greatest Unsolved
Mysteries The World’s Most Mysterious Castles The World’s Most Mysterious Murders The World’s
Most Mysterious Objects The World’s Most Mysterious People Unsolved Mysteries of the Sea
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: Wisdom of Two Margaret Mills Harper, 2006-06-15
Publisher description
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: Spirits of the Cage Richard Estep, Vanessa Mitchell,
2017-09-08 The jailer's evil spirit torments residents. The demonic black entity appears in broad
daylight. The ghost of a trapped child still searches for her mother. These examples are just a taste
of the terrifying phantoms and tortured souls that dwell in the Cage, a cottage in Essex, England,
that was used to imprison those accused of witchcraft in the 16th century. When Vanessa Mitchell
moved into the Cage, she had no idea that a paranormal nightmare was waiting for her. From her
first day living there, Vanessa saw apparitions walk through her room, heard ghostly growls, and
was even slapped and pushed by invisible hands. After three years of hostile paranormal activity,
Vanessa moved out, fearing for her young son's safety. Then paranormal researcher Richard Estep
went in to investigate. Spirits of the Cage chronicles the time that Vanessa and Richard spent in the
Cage, uncovering the frightening and fascinating mysteries of the spirits who lurk within it.
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: The Apparitional Lesbian Terry Castle, 1993 In essays
on literary images of lesbianism from Defoe and Diderot to Virginia Woolf and Djuna Barnes, on the
homosexual reputation of Marie Antoinette, on the lesbian writings of Anne Lister, Sylvia Townsend
Warner, and Janet Flanner, and on Henry James's The Bostonians, Castle shows how a lesbian
presence can be identified in the literature, history, and culture of the past three centuries
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: Unreasonable Faith James Fodor, 2022-06-29 He has
written or edited more than 30 books, his arguments for God and Jesus are frequently cited by
Christian apologists around the world, and he has severely overstated his case through a series of
blatant mischaracterizations and philosophical blunders. You may have heard of William Lane Craig,
a professor of philosophy at Talbot School of Theology who is known for debating atheists, but even
if you haven’t you have probably heard his arguments through followers and fans. He is known for
painting faith as the“reasonable” road, and falsely claiming that he can prove the validity of his
religion. From his work attempting to show evidence for Jesus’ resurrection to his development of
the Kalam cosmological argument for the existence of God, Craig is respected among his peers on
the Christian side of the religious spectrum. But is that deserved? What’s at the core of these
arguments? Are they philosophically sound? More importantly,is thisUnreasonable Faith? an
excellent destruction of W.L. Craig’s entire apologetics. Cogently argued and factually accurate, this
is required reading for anyone keen to question the soundness of anything W.L. Craig has argued
over the decades. Which makes it an invaluable resource for refuting Christian apologetics
generally. Richard Carrier, author on the historicity of Jesus. This book should be required reading
for anyone who is proposing to debate William Lane Craig on the existence of God. It should also be
something that those who debate Craig on that topic advertise: 'this book gives an accurate idea of
the amount of material that needs to be provided to begin to address the usual panoply of arguments
that Craig puts forward in a debate' Professor Graham Oppy, Monash. James Fodor has a graduate
degree in physics at the University of Melbourne, and is a research assistant in structural biology at
Monash University. With a keen interest in philosophy, he writes for the Rationalist magazine on
various subjects in religion and epistemology. As president of the University of Melbourne Secular
Society, he has engaged in numerous discussions and public debates concerning religion, with a
focus on secular morality and the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus. He also has a keen interest
in effective altruism and computational neuroscience.
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: The Making of a Mystic Evelyn Underhill,
2010-01-26 Substantial correspondence from an exceptional writer, poet, pacifist, and mystic
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: Mysteries and Secrets of Time Lionel Fanthorpe,
Patricia Fanthorpe, 2007-05-30 Is time infinite, or does it have a beginning and an end? This
fascinating explores the mysteries of time and proposes a theory that suggests an awesome answer.



  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: ,
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: The Witches' Almanac 2025-2026 Standard
Edition Issue 44 Andrew Theitic, 2024-09-27 Founded in 1971 by Elizabeth Pepper, the art director
of Gourmet magazine for many years, The Witches' Almanac is a witty, literate, and sophisticated
publication that will appeal to general readers as well as hard-core Wiccans. At one level, it is a pop
reference that will fascinate anyone interested in folklore, mythology, and culture; at another, it is
the most sophisticated and wide-ranging annual guide available today for the mystic enthusiast.
Modeled after the Old Farmers' Almanac, it includes information related to the annual moon
calendar (weather forecasts and horoscopes), as well as legends, rituals, herbal secrets, mystic
incantations, interviews, and many a curious tale of good and evil. Although it is an annual
publication, much of the content is both current and timeless, not specific to the date range of each
issue. The theme of Issue 44 (Spring 2025-Spring 2026) is Air: Breath of the Cosmos. Also included
are articles on: Geomancy, the Lunar Nodes, Native American Spirit Totems, Kitchen Magic--Soul
Cakes, Gods of the Sky, the Orisha Yemoja, and much more.
  charlotte anne moberly an adventure: Ghostwriting Modernism Helen Sword, 2018-05-31
Spiritualism is often dismissed by literary critics and historians as merely a Victorian fad. Helen
Sword demonstrates that it continued to flourish well into the twentieth century and seeks to explain
why. Literary modernism, she maintains, is replete with ghosts and spirits. In Ghostwriting
Modernism she explores spiritualism's striking persistence and what she calls the vexed relationship
between mediumistic discourse and modernist literary aesthetics.Sword begins with a brief
historical review of popular spiritualism's roots in nineteenth-century literary culture. In subsequent
chapters, she discusses the forms of mediumship most closely allied with writing, the forms of
writing most closely allied with mediumship, and the thematic and aesthetic alliances between
popular spiritualism and modernist literature. Finally, she accounts for the recent proliferation of a
spiritualist-influenced vocabulary (ghostliness, hauntings, the uncanny) in the works of historians,
sociologists, philosophers, and especially literary critics and theorists.Documenting the hitherto
unexplored relationship between spiritualism and modern authors (some credulous, some skeptical),
Sword offers compelling readings of works by James Joyce, T. S. Eliot, W. B. Yeats, H.D., James
Merrill, Sylvia Plath, and Ted Hughes. Even as modernists mock spiritualism's ludicrous lingo and
deride its metaphysical excesses, she finds, they are intrigued and attracted by its ontological
shiftiness, its blurring of the traditional divide between high culture and low culture, and its
self-serving tendency to favor form over content (medium, so to speak, over message). Like
modernism itself, Sword asserts, spiritualism embraces rather than eschews paradox, providing an
ideological space where conservative beliefs can coexist with radical, even iconoclastic, thought and
action.
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