
case in point meaning origin

case in point meaning origin is a phrase commonly used in English to introduce an example that
clearly illustrates or supports a statement or argument. Understanding the meaning and origin of
this phrase can enhance one’s grasp of English idiomatic expressions and improve communication
skills. This article explores the definition of "case in point," its etymology, historical usage, and how
it is applied in contemporary language. Additionally, the discussion will cover related expressions
and common misconceptions about the phrase. By delving into the linguistic background and
contextual applications, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of this useful idiom. The
examination of the phrase’s origin also sheds light on how language evolves and borrows from legal
and academic sources. This overview serves as a foundation for further study of similar idiomatic
expressions in English.
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Definition of Case in Point

Meaning and Usage
The phrase "case in point" is used to introduce an example that directly supports or illustrates a
preceding statement or argument. It functions as a transitional expression to highlight a specific
instance that validates a claim. In essence, it points to an actual case or example that clarifies or
strengthens an idea under discussion. The phrase is widely employed in both spoken and written
English, particularly in academic, professional, and everyday contexts where clear evidence is
needed to substantiate a point.

Grammatical Role
Grammatically, "case in point" acts as a noun phrase. It is often followed by a colon or a comma,
introducing the example. For example: “Many animals exhibit problem-solving skills; a case in point
is the way crows use tools.” This usage emphasizes the example as a concrete demonstration of the
statement.



Origin and Etymology

Roots in Legal Terminology
The origin of "case in point" can be traced back to legal language, where the word "case" refers to a
legal dispute or instance. In law, a "case in point" is a precedent—a previous court decision that is
directly relevant to the matter at hand. Lawyers cite such cases to support their arguments,
demonstrating that their position aligns with established rulings.

Evolution into Common Usage
Over time, the phrase transcended its strictly legal context. It became popular in broader discourse
as a metaphor for any example that clearly illustrates a point. This transition from a technical legal
term to a general idiomatic expression occurred gradually from the 17th to the 19th centuries,
coinciding with the rise of English as a language of literature, science, and public debate.

Historical Usage and Evolution

Early Documented Uses
Historical records show that the phrase "case in point" appeared in English writings as early as the
1600s. Initially, it was predominantly used in legal documents and scholarly works. Writers and
speakers adopted the phrase to introduce specific instances that backed up their reasoning, a
practice that helped solidify its role in argumentation.

Shifts in Meaning Over Time
While the core meaning of "case in point" has remained consistent, its applications broadened. By
the 19th century, the phrase was commonly used in newspapers, essays, and public speeches. This
wider adoption helped embed the phrase into everyday language, making it a staple for anyone
wanting to provide a clear and relevant example.

Contemporary Applications

Use in Academic Writing
In modern academic writing, "case in point" is frequently utilized to introduce case studies,
examples, or evidence that support hypotheses or arguments. Its clarity and succinctness make it
valuable for emphasizing key points in essays, research papers, and presentations.



Use in Business and Media
Business professionals and journalists also use the phrase to highlight relevant examples that
illustrate trends, successes, or challenges. In marketing, for example, a "case in point" might be a
successful campaign that exemplifies a broader strategy. Similarly, media commentators use it to
underscore significant events or phenomena that reinforce their analyses.

Related Expressions and Synonyms

Common Alternatives
Several phrases carry similar meanings to "case in point" and can be used interchangeably
depending on context:

For example: A straightforward phrase to introduce an example.

As evidence: Used to indicate proof or support.

Illustrating this: Highlights an example that clarifies a point.

Such as: Introduces specific instances.

To demonstrate: Used when showing how something works or applies.

Nuances Among Synonyms
While these synonyms are close in meaning, "case in point" often implies a particularly relevant or
striking example that directly supports the argument. Other phrases might be more general or
neutral in tone.

Common Misconceptions

Misuse as a Verb or Adjective
One common error is treating "case in point" as a verb or adjective phrase, rather than as a noun
phrase. It should always function as a noun introducing an example, not as a modifier or action. For
instance, saying “He case in pointed the example” is incorrect.



Confusion with Similar Idioms
Some confuse "case in point" with "point taken" or "point of case," which have different meanings.
"Point taken" acknowledges understanding, while "point of case" is not a standard idiom. Clarity
about these distinctions helps maintain effective communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'case in point' mean?
The phrase 'case in point' refers to an example that clearly illustrates or supports a particular
argument or statement.

What is the origin of the phrase 'case in point'?
The phrase 'case in point' originated from legal terminology where 'case' refers to a legal case and
'in point' means relevant or directly applicable, thus meaning an example directly relevant to the
discussion.

How is 'case in point' used in everyday language?
'Case in point' is used to introduce an example that supports what someone is saying, often to clarify
or prove a point.

Is 'case in point' used only in legal contexts?
No, while its origin is legal, 'case in point' is widely used in everyday language to mean a relevant
example or instance.

Can you provide an example sentence using 'case in point'?
Sure! For example: "Many animals are capable of complex communication; a case in point is the way
dolphins use clicks and whistles to interact."

When did the phrase 'case in point' first appear?
The phrase 'case in point' dates back to at least the 17th century in English, originally in legal
contexts.

What does the word 'point' signify in 'case in point'?
In 'case in point', 'point' signifies relevance or pertinence; it means the example is directly relevant
to the matter at hand.



Are there any synonyms for 'case in point'?
Yes, synonyms include 'for example', 'instance', 'illustration', 'example', and 'exemplification'.

Is 'case in point' often confused with any other phrases?
Sometimes it is confused with 'point in case', which is a common mishearing or misordering of the
phrase; the correct form is 'case in point'.

How can understanding the origin of 'case in point' help in
using it correctly?
Knowing that 'case in point' comes from legal usage meaning a relevant example helps users
understand that the phrase should be used to introduce an example that directly supports or
illustrates a point.

Additional Resources
1. Case in Point: Complete Case Interview Preparation
This book by Marc P. Cosentino is a widely recognized resource for understanding consulting case
interviews. It delves into the origin and evolution of case interviews, explaining their purpose and
structure. The book provides frameworks, practice cases, and tips for mastering the case interview
process, making it essential for aspiring consultants.

2. The Origins of Legal Case Law
This book explores the historical development of case law and its role in modern legal systems. It
traces the evolution of case precedents from ancient times through the common law tradition.
Readers gain insight into how individual cases have shaped legal principles and the meaning of
"case" in legal contexts.

3. Case Studies and the Origins of Knowledge
Focusing on the case study method, this book examines how case-based research contributes to
knowledge creation. It discusses the philosophical and methodological origins of using case studies
in social sciences and business research. The text highlights the importance of contextual analysis in
understanding complex phenomena.

4. The Meaning of Case: Linguistic Perspectives
This linguistic text investigates the concept of "case" in language, exploring its grammatical and
semantic origins. It covers various case systems across languages and how they influence meaning
and sentence structure. The book is valuable for readers interested in the intersection of language,
cognition, and meaning.

5. From Case to Courtroom: The History of Judicial Reasoning
This book traces the development of judicial decision-making and the significance of cases in legal
reasoning. It explains how individual cases serve as precedents and the origin of the phrase "case in
point" in judicial discourse. The narrative provides historical context for understanding the impact of
case-based arguments.

6. Case in Point: The Origin of the Phrase and Its Uses



A focused etymological study, this book delves into the phrase "case in point," uncovering its
linguistic roots and how it entered common usage. It examines examples from literature, law, and
everyday speech to illustrate the phrase’s evolution. Readers gain a clear understanding of the
phrase’s meaning and its practical applications.

7. The Art of Case Writing: Origins and Applications
This guide explores the development of case writing as a pedagogical tool, especially in business and
law education. It highlights the origins of case writing and its role in fostering critical thinking and
decision-making skills. The book includes strategies for crafting compelling and instructive cases.

8. Case Studies in Historical Research: Origins and Impact
This book outlines the role of case studies in historical research, focusing on their origin as a method
to explore specific events or phenomena. It discusses how case studies have shaped historical
understanding and interpretation. The text provides examples of influential historical case studies
and their contributions.

9. Understanding Case: A Cross-Disciplinary Approach
Bringing together perspectives from law, linguistics, and social science, this book investigates the
concept of "case" across disciplines. It covers the origin of the term and how it functions differently
in various fields. The interdisciplinary approach helps readers appreciate the multifaceted nature of
"case" and its meaning.
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  case in point meaning origin: Mathematics of Optimization: Smooth and Nonsmooth
Case Giorgio Giorgi, A. Guerraggio, J. Thierfelder, 2004-03-10 The book is intended for people
(graduates, researchers, but also undergraduates with a good mathematical background) involved in
the study of (static) optimization problems (in finite-dimensional spaces). It contains a lot of
material, from basic tools of convex analysis to optimality conditions for smooth optimization
problems, for non smooth optimization problems and for vector optimization problems.The
development of the subjects are self-contained and the bibliographical references are usually treated
in different books (only a few books on optimization theory deal also with vector problems), so the
book can be a starting point for further readings in a more specialized literature.Assuming only a
good (even if not advanced) knowledge of mathematical analysis and linear algebra, this book
presents various aspects of the mathematical theory in optimization problems. The treatment is
performed in finite-dimensional spaces and with no regard to algorithmic questions. After two
chapters concerning, respectively, introductory subjects and basic tools and concepts of convex
analysis, the book treats extensively mathematical programming problems in the smmoth case, in
the nonsmooth case and finally vector optimization problems.· Self-contained· Clear style and results
are either proved or stated precisely with adequate references· The authors have several years
experience in this field· Several subjects (some of them non usual in books of this kind) in one single
book, including nonsmooth optimization and vector optimization problems· Useful long references
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list at the end of each chapter
  case in point meaning origin: Cambridge Dictionary of American Idioms Paul Heacock,
2003-09-22 This book unlocks the meaning of more than 5,000 idioms used in American English
today.
  case in point meaning origin: A Dictionary of the Bible, Dealing with Its Language, Literature,
and Contents, Including the Biblical Theology: Pleroma-Zuzim James Hastings, 1902
  case in point meaning origin: Detective Fiction on the Case of Community Devin Fromm,
2024-10-25 Detective Fiction on the Case of Community uses one of the most popular forms of
modern literature to examine one of modernity’s most trenchant problems. The project rests on the
argument that detective fiction emerges specifically from an awareness of the stress that
modernization puts on the possibilities of communal life, as industrialization and urbanism
accelerate the alienation and atomization we recognize as modern conditions. Here the detective
appears as an image of thinking still able to perceive the threads that link such alienated people
together, and therefore able to imagine solutions along the lines of these obscured connections.
Reading the genre’s journey, from its origins in Poe to its most unorthodox form in Pynchon, allows
fresh perspectives on the possibilities and limits of modern community, from its endurance as part of
modernization to its meaning today as a sticking point in theoretical debate and political activism.
  case in point meaning origin: The Finnish Case System Minna Jaakola, Tiina
Onikki-Rantajääskö, 2023-11-03 This volume presents an up-to-date cognitive-linguistic account of
the Finnish cases that would serve the interests of an international audience. As the Finnish
linguistic tradition has always considered grammatical cases to be meaningful elements, this volume
also addresses the extensive work by earlier scholars from different theoretical backgrounds. The
volume consists of an introduction and eleven articles. The introduction presents the system of
Finnish cases and provides a brief overview of the main tenets of cognitive linguistics, offering
guidance for those readers who are not familiar with cognitive linguistics. Some articles focus on
one case and present a unified account of its functions, others analyse a larger group of cases that
form a system (the local cases), whereas yet others address the use of cases in certain constructions
(such as expressions of change). This collection of articles also discusses more general topics, such
as the notion of case, questions of polysemy, the traditional division of cases into grammatical and
semantic, the relationship between inflection and derivation, and the role of inflection in the
categories of adpositions and adverbs.
  case in point meaning origin: A Dictionary of the Bible: Pleroma-Zuzim James Hastings,
John Alexander Selbie, Andrew Bruce Davidson, Samuel Rolles Driver, Henry Barclay Swete, 1902
  case in point meaning origin: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1949
  case in point meaning origin: Dynamical Systems, Number Theory and Applications Thomas
Hagen, Florian Rupp, J�rgen Scheurle, 2016 This volume consists of a selection of research-type
articles on dynamical systems, evolution equations, analytic number theory and closely related
topics. A strong emphasis is on a fair balance between theoretical and more applied work, thus
spanning the chasm between abstract insight and actual application. Several of the articles are
expected to be in the intersection of dynamical systems theory and number theory. One article will
likely relate the topics presented to the academic achievements and interests of Prof. Leutbecher
and shed light on common threads among all the contributions.--
  case in point meaning origin: Normal Forms and Unfoldings for Local Dynamical Systems
James Murdock, 2006-04-10 The subject of local dynamical systems is concerned with the following
two questions: 1. Given an n×n matrix A, describe the behavior, in a neighborhood of the origin, of
the solutions of all systems of di?erential equations having a rest point at the origin with linear part
Ax, that is, all systems of the form x ? = Ax+··· , n where x? R and the dots denote terms of quadratic
and higher order. 2. Describethebehavior(neartheorigin)ofallsystemsclosetoasystem of the type just
described. To answer these questions, the following steps are employed: 1. A normal form is
obtained for the general system with linear part Ax. The normal form is intended to be the simplest
form into which any system of the intended type can be transformed by changing the coordinates in



a prescribed manner. 2. An unfolding of the normal form is obtained. This is intended to be the
simplest form into which all systems close to the original s- tem can be transformed. It will contain
parameters, called unfolding parameters, that are not present in the normal form found in step 1. vi
Preface 3. The normal form, or its unfolding, is truncated at some degree k, and the behavior of the
truncated system is studied.
  case in point meaning origin: Nonlocal Bifurcations I︠U︡. S. Ilʹi︠a︡shenko, Weigu Li, 1999
This book studies nonlocal bifurcations that occur on the boundary of the domain of Morse-Smale
systems in the space of all dynamical systems. These bifurcations provide a series of fascinating new
scenarios for the transition from simple dynamical systems to complicated ones. The main effects
are the generation of hyperbolic periodic orbits, nontrivial hyperbolic invariant sets and the
elements of hyperbolic theory. All results are rigorously proved and exposed in a uniform way. The
foundations of normal forms and hyperbolic theories are presented from the very first stages. The
proofs are preceded by heuristic descriptions of the ideas. The book contains new results, and many
results have not previously appeared in monograph form.
  case in point meaning origin: To Amend the Interstate Commerce Act United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on Interstate Commerce, 1936
  case in point meaning origin: Differential Equations William E. Boyce, 2010-11-08 Unlike
other books in the market, this second edition presents differential equations consistent with the
way scientists and engineers use modern methods in their work. Technology is used freely, with
more emphasis on modeling, graphical representation, qualitative concepts, and geometric intuition
than on theoretical issues. It also refers to larger-scale computations that computer algebra systems
and DE solvers make possible. And more exercises and examples involving working with data and
devising the model provide scientists and engineers with the tools needed to model complex
real-world situations.
  case in point meaning origin: The Baron de Bode Against the Queen. The Case of the
Suppliant, with the Trial at Bar, and Arguments of Counsel, on the Rules for Judgement-non
Obstante Veredicto Clement Joseph Philip Pen Baron DE BODE, 1844
  case in point meaning origin: Elementary Differential Equations William E. Boyce,
Richard C. DiPrima, Douglas B. Meade, 2017-08-14 With Wiley's Enhanced E-Text, you get all the
benefits of a downloadable, reflowable eBook with added resources to make your study time more
effective, including: Embedded & searchable equations, figures & tables Math XML Index with
linked pages numbers for easy reference Redrawn full color figures to allow for easier identification
Elementary Differential Equations, 11th Edition is written from the viewpoint of the applied
mathematician, whose interest in differential equations may sometimes be quite theoretical,
sometimes intensely practical, and often somewhere in between. The authors have sought to
combine a sound and accurate (but not abstract) exposition of the elementary theory of differential
equations with considerable material on methods of solution, analysis, and approximation that have
proved useful in a wide variety of applications. While the general structure of the book remains
unchanged, some notable changes have been made to improve the clarity and readability of basic
material about differential equations and their applications. In addition to expanded explanations,
the 11th edition includes new problems, updated figures and examples to help motivate students.
The program is primarily intended for undergraduate students of mathematics, science, or
engineering, who typically take a course on differential equations during their first or second year of
study. The main prerequisite for engaging with the program is a working knowledge of calculus,
gained from a normal two ] or three ] semester course sequence or its equivalent. Some familiarity
with matrices will also be helpful in the chapters on systems of differential equations.
  case in point meaning origin: Elementary Differential Equations and Boundary Value
Problems William E. Boyce, Richard C. DiPrima, Douglas B. Meade, 2017-08-21 Elementary
Differential Equations and Boundary Value Problems 11e, like its predecessors, is written from the
viewpoint of the applied mathematician, whose interest in differential equations may sometimes be
quite theoretical, sometimes intensely practical, and often somewhere in between. The authors have



sought to combine a sound and accurate (but not abstract) exposition of the elementary theory of
differential equations with considerable material on methods of solution, analysis, and
approximation that have proved useful in a wide variety of applications. While the general structure
of the book remains unchanged, some notable changes have been made to improve the clarity and
readability of basic material about differential equations and their applications. In addition to
expanded explanations, the 11th edition includes new problems, updated figures and examples to
help motivate students. The program is primarily intended for undergraduate students of
mathematics, science, or engineering, who typically take a course on differential equations during
their first or second year of study. The main prerequisite for engaging with the program is a working
knowledge of calculus, gained from a normal two or three semester course sequence or its
equivalent. Some familiarity with matrices will also be helpful in the chapters on systems of
differential equations.
  case in point meaning origin: A History in Sum Steve Nadis, 2013-11-01 In the twentieth
century, American mathematicians began to make critical advances in a field previously dominated
by Europeans. Harvard's mathematics department was at the center of these developments. A
History in Sum is an inviting account of the pioneers who trailblazed a distinctly American tradition
of mathematics--in algebraic geometry, complex analysis, and other esoteric subdisciplines that are
rarely written about outside of journal articles or advanced textbooks. The heady mathematical
concepts that emerged, and the men and women who shaped them, are described here in lively,
accessible prose. The story begins in 1825, when a precocious sixteen-year-old freshman, Benjamin
Peirce, arrived at the College. He would become the first American to produce original
mathematics--an ambition frowned upon in an era when professors largely limited themselves to
teaching. Peirce's successors transformed the math department into a world-class research center,
attracting to the faculty such luminaries as George David Birkhoff. Influential figures soon flocked to
Harvard, some overcoming great challenges to pursue their elected calling. A History in Sum
elucidates the contributions of these extraordinary minds and makes clear why the history of the
Harvard mathematics department is an essential part of the history of mathematics in America and
beyond.
  case in point meaning origin: A Changing Psychology in Social Case Work Virginia Pollard
Robinson, 1910
  case in point meaning origin: Case Studies of Human Creativity appleton schneider,
2010-10-09 She nursed through her nose. She spit up at (and hit bugs). And as infant Judy grew up,
ohmygod!!! Exlax in the communion juice, cooking Barbie, a pet turdle,discovering her gender, etc.
Creativity! Where does it come from? How do the parents, teachers, even scientific professionals
deal with it so that potentials aren't suppressed. But also so those dealing with the ultra-creatives
aren't driven up the wall by the off-the-deep-end things their kids do. There's serious subject matter
in this tome (especially the final speeches). But the plain preposterousness prior presented should
be beneficial. Laughter is not only good medicine -- but also great therapy!!
  case in point meaning origin: Interstate Commerce Commission Reports United States.
Interstate Commerce Commission, 1969
  case in point meaning origin: Computational and Mathematical Models in Biology Carla
M.A. Pinto, Clara Mihaela Ionescu, 2023-12-08 This book provides the most valuable and updated
research on computational and mathematical models in biological systems from influential
researchers around the world and contributes to the development of future research guidelines in
this topic. Topics include (but are not limited to): modeling infectious and dynamic diseases;
regulation of cell function; biological pattern formation; biological networks; tumor growth and
angiogenesis; complex biological systems; Monte Carlo methods; Control theory, optimization and
their applications
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world-class construction equipment and aftermarket support. Contact your local CASE Construction
Equipment dealer today!
Heavy and Light Equipment | CASE EU CASE Construction Equipment and your CASE dealers
are here for you. Discover our light & heavy equipment, find expert advice and useful services
Our Dealers - CASE There are stories of CASE dealers climbing in a machine and operating for a
day to help a customer get a job done in a pinch. You can count on us to go the extra mile to get you
the
CASE Excavators | CASE - CASE Construction Equipment Whether you need a wheeled
machine or a mini, midi, large crawler or specialty, CASE excavators boast big power, intelligent
hydraulics and unmatched reliability
CASE Large Wheel Loaders | CASE - CASE Construction Equipment With genuine, compatible
CASE attachments like booms, brooms, forks, snow blades and pushers, load monitors and onboard
scales, CASE wheel loaders can expand your capabilities
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