
charlotte anne elizabeth moberly

charlotte anne elizabeth moberly was a British academic and author best known for her involvement in one of
the most intriguing supernatural claims of the early 20th century. A respected scholar and the first principal
of St. Hugh's College, Oxford, Moberly gained posthumous fame through the mysterious account she co-
authored about an alleged time slip experience at the Palace of Versailles. This article delves into the life,
academic career, and the famous "Ghosts of Versailles" incident associated with Charlotte Anne Elizabeth
Moberly. It will also explore the cultural impact and ongoing debates surrounding her story. Readers will gain
a comprehensive understanding of her legacy and the historical context of her most famous experience. The
following sections outline the key aspects of Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly's life and work.

Early Life and Academic Career

The Versailles Incident

Publication and Reception of the Account

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Criticism and Skepticism

Early Life and Academic Career

Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly was born in 1846 into a well-established family in England. She pursued
education with notable dedication at a time when women’s access to higher education was limited. Moberly’s
commitment to academia led her to become a pioneering figure in women’s education.

Education and Early Influences

Moberly was educated privately before entering higher education environments that were emerging for women in
the late 19th century. Her intellectual curiosity and scholarly discipline shaped her future roles within
academia, particularly in Oxford.

Principal of St. Hugh’s College

One of her most significant achievements was serving as the first principal of St. Hugh’s College, Oxford, a
role she assumed in 1886. Under her leadership, the college expanded its educational offerings for women and
gained increased respect within the academic community.

The Versailles Incident

Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly is best known for her mysterious experience at the Palace of Versailles in
1901, which she documented in collaboration with Eleanor Jourdain. The event involved what they described as
a time slip or paranormal encounter during a visit to the historic palace.



Details of the Experience

According to Moberly and Jourdain, while touring the Versailles grounds, they encountered anachronistic
scenes and figures from the late 18th century, including a woman resembling Marie Antoinette. They reported
feelings of confusion and disorientation, later interpreting the event as a supernatural phenomenon.

Context of the Visit

The visit took place during a trip to France intended for academic and cultural enrichment. Both women were
scholars deeply interested in history, which contextualizes their attention to detail in recounting the unusual
experience at Versailles.

Publication and Reception of the Account

In 1911, Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly and Eleanor Jourdain anonymously published their account titled
An Adventure, which described their Versailles experience. The book attracted significant attention from the
public and the press, sparking widespread debate.

The Book: An Adventure

The narrative presented in An Adventure was carefully detailed, with both authors emphasizing their sincerity
and the inexplicability of the events. The anonymity was intended to protect their reputations given the
unconventional nature of the claims.

Public and Academic Reactions

Responses ranged from fascination and belief in the paranormal to skepticism and ridicule. While some readers
accepted the account as evidence of supernatural phenomena, many academics and critics questioned the
reliability of the observations and suggested alternative explanations.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly's story has become a cornerstone in the study of paranormal phenomena and
historical time slips. The incident at Versailles continues to inspire books, documentaries, and discussions in
both popular and academic circles.

Influence on Paranormal Studies

The Versailles incident is frequently cited in paranormal literature as a well-documented case of time
displacement or ghostly encounter. Moberly’s scholarly background lends an unusual credibility that
distinguishes the event from many other paranormal claims.



Representation in Media and Literature

The tale has been adapted and referenced in various media forms, including films, television programs, and novels.
These adaptations often explore themes of history, memory, and the supernatural, reflecting the enduring
intrigue surrounding Moberly’s experience.

Criticism and Skepticism

Despite its popularity, Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly’s account has faced considerable criticism,
particularly from skeptics and historians who challenge the factual basis of the Versailles experience.

Psychological Explanations

Some scholars argue that the experience could have been a result of psychological phenomena such as
confabulation, memory distortion, or hallucination. Stress, fatigue, and suggestibility are among the factors
proposed to explain the incident without recourse to the supernatural.

Historical and Contextual Challenges

Critics have also pointed out inconsistencies and inaccuracies in the descriptions of the Versailles grounds and
the historical figures allegedly encountered. These discrepancies raise questions about the reliability of
Moberly’s and Jourdain’s recollections.

Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly’s academic achievements and pioneering role in women’s education.1.

The mysterious Versailles incident and its detailed account.2.

The publication of An Adventure and the varied reception it received.3.

The lasting cultural and paranormal significance of Moberly’s story.4.

Critical perspectives and alternative explanations for the experience.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly?

Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly was a British academic and author, best known for her involvement in the
famous 'Moberly–Jourdain incident,' a claimed time-slip experience at the Palace of Versailles in 1901.

What is the Moberly–Jourdain incident?

The Moberly–Jourdain incident refers to an event in 1901 when Charlotte Moberly and her colleague Eleanor
Jourdain claimed to have experienced a time slip while visiting the Palace of Versailles, supposedly encountering



people and scenes from the late 18th century.

What did Charlotte Moberly write about the Versailles incident?

Charlotte Moberly co-authored a book titled 'An Adventure,' published under the pseudonyms Elizabeth
Morison and Frances Lamont, detailing the alleged time-slip experience at Versailles.

When did the Moberly–Jourdain incident occur?

The incident occurred on August 10, 1901, when Charlotte Moberly and Eleanor Jourdain visited the Petit
Trianon at the Palace of Versailles.

What was Charlotte Moberly's profession?

Charlotte Moberly was an academic and served as the Principal of St Hugh's College, Oxford, one of the
women's colleges at the University of Oxford.

How did the public react to Moberly's claims about the Versailles incident?

The claims made by Charlotte Moberly and Eleanor Jourdain were met with skepticism and intrigue, sparking
debates about paranormal phenomena and time travel, though many regarded the story as a hoax or
misinterpretation.

Did Charlotte Moberly and Eleanor Jourdain provide any evidence for their
time-slip experience?

No concrete evidence was provided; their story was based on personal recollections and sketches, making it
difficult to verify or substantiate the claims scientifically.

What impact did Charlotte Moberly have on women's education?

As Principal of St Hugh's College, Oxford, Charlotte Moberly played a significant role in advancing women's
higher education during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

When did Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly live?

Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly was born in 1846 and died in 1937.

Additional Resources
1. Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly: A Life in Mystery
This biography delves into the intriguing life of Charlotte Moberly, exploring her academic achievements, her
role as a pioneering woman in education, and her enduring fascination with the paranormal. The book provides
detailed insights into her personal background and the societal context of her time. It also examines how her
experiences shaped her later literary work.

2. The Moberly-Jourdain Incident: A Historical Investigation
Focusing on the famous time-slip event reported by Charlotte Moberly and Eleanor Jourdain, this book
investigates the historical and cultural significance of the incident. It analyzes the original accounts,
critiques, and various interpretations over the years. The narrative also explores the impact of this event on
the study of paranormal phenomena.

3. Ghosts of Versailles: The Moberly-Jourdain Enigma



This title explores the mysterious ghostly visions that Charlotte Moberly and Eleanor Jourdain claimed to
experience at the Petit Trianon. It provides an in-depth look at the historical figures involved, the setting of
Versailles, and the nature of their reported supernatural encounter. The book blends history, biography, and
paranormal research.

4. Charlotte Moberly’s Academic Legacy and Feminist Influence
Highlighting Moberly's contributions to education and her role as one of the first female principals at St.
Hugh’s College, Oxford, this book discusses her influence on women's higher education. It also reflects on how
her experiences and beliefs intersected with early feminist movements. The work profiles her as both an educator
and an advocate for women's rights.

5. Paranormal Encounters in Edwardian England: The Moberly-Jourdain Case
Set against the backdrop of Edwardian England, this book situates the Moberly-Jourdain incident within the
broader context of spiritualism and paranormal interest of the era. It examines societal attitudes toward
ghosts and time slips, and how these shaped public reception of their story. The book draws from contemporary
accounts and later analyses.

6. The Time-Slip Phenomenon: Exploring Moberly and Jourdain’s Experience
This book takes a scientific and philosophical approach to the idea of time slips, using Charlotte Moberly's
account as a case study. It reviews theories in physics, psychology, and paranormal studies to understand
possible explanations. The narrative encourages readers to consider the boundaries between reality and
perception.

7. Behind the Veil: The Spiritual Beliefs of Charlotte Moberly
This title explores Moberly’s personal spirituality and how it influenced her interpretation of the supernatural
events she experienced. Drawing from her letters, diaries, and writings, the book paints a portrait of a woman
deeply engaged with questions of faith and the unknown. It also discusses the role of spirituality in her
academic and personal life.

8. Haunted Academia: The Intersection of Scholarship and the Supernatural in Moberly’s Life
Examining the unusual blend of rigorous scholarship and paranormal interest, this book looks at how
Charlotte Moberly balanced her academic career with her fascination for ghost stories. It highlights key
moments where her intellectual pursuits and supernatural experiences intersected. The result is a nuanced
portrait of a complex historical figure.

9. The Petit Trianon Mystery: Revisiting Moberly and Jourdain’s Journey
This book retraces the footsteps of Charlotte Moberly and Eleanor Jourdain at the Petit Trianon, combining
historical research with modern paranormal investigation techniques. It aims to uncover new evidence or
explanations for their reported time-slip experience. Readers are invited to explore the enduring mystery through
a contemporary lens.
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software. First published in 1911. The Moberly-Jourdain incident was an event that occurred on 10
August 1901 in the gardens of the Petit Trianon, involving two female academics, Charlotte Anne
Moberly and Eleanor Jourdain. The women were both from educated backgrounds. During a trip to
Versailles, they visited the Petit Trianon, a small chateau in the grounds of the Palace of Versailles,
where they allegedly experienced a time slip, and saw Marie Antoinette as well as other people of
the same period. After researching the history of the palace, and comparing notes of their
experience, they published their work in a book entitled An Adventure, under the names of Elizabeth
Morison and Frances Lamont, in 1911. Their story caused a sensation and continues to find a
readership to this day. This edition is Edited by Joan Evans.
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: An Adventure Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly, Eleanor
Frances Jourdain, Edith Olivier, 1939
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: An Adventure, By C.A.E. Moberly and E.F. Jourdain.
Edited by Joan Evans Charlotte Anne Elizabeth Moberly, Joan Evans, Eleanor Frances Jourdain,
1955
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: Time Travel J. H. Brennan, 2002-09 Take an extraordinary
trip through some of the most fascinating discoveries of archaeology and physics, and learn that not
only is time travel theoretically possible, but that future generations may actually be engaged in it.
Unique to this book is a program which enables you to structure your own group investigation into a
form of vivid mental time travel. For the skeptical . . . survey the evidence, then decide. Index.
Bibliography.
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: St Hugh’s: One Hundred Years of Women’s Education
in Oxford Penny Griffin, 1986-06-30
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: The Mysterious Paths Of Versailles Mark Lamont,
2017-11-30 On August 10, 1901, two English ladies decided to visit the Palace of Versailles for what
was anticipated to be an ordinary day of sightseeing. However, on that fateful day, a series of
mysterious encounters occurred. When the ladies visited Queen Marie Antoinette’s Petit Trianon,
both were later convinced they had stepped back in time to the eighteenth century. One of the ladies
even believed she had witnessed the queen herself! Were the ladies encounters a case of mistaken
identity and confusion, or did they unknowingly step back in time to walk along paths from a bygone
era at Versailles?
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: The Versailles Effect Mark Ledbury, Robert Wellington,
2020-12-10 The essays in this volume show that Versailles was not the static creation of one man,
but a hugely complex cultural space; a centre of power, but also of life, love, anxiety, creation, and
an enduring palimpsest of aspirations, desires, and ruptures. The splendour of the Château and the
masterpieces of art and design that it contains mask a more complex and sometimes more sordid
history of human struggle and achievement. The case studies presented by the contributors to this
book cannot provide a comprehensive account of the Palace of Versailles and its domains, the life
within its walls, its visitors, and the art and architecture that it has inspired from the seventeenth
century to the present day: from the palace of the Sun King to the Penthouse of Donald Trump.
However, this innovative collection will reshape-or even radically redefine-our understanding of the
palace of Versailles and its posterity.
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: Women At Imperial College; Past, Present And Future
Anne Barrett, 2017-02-24 This book is a celebration of women in science, technology, medicine and
business at Imperial College London. It shows the inspirational role women played in the creation of
the legacy of the College since its inception, and represents a guide to their achievements.
Biographies and archive material provide an insight into their academic work and social lives, while
first-hand information collected for individual cases gives a comprehensive overview of student and
professional life in their diverse fields and subjects. Further careers as academics and
businesswomen are also documented, demonstrating the importance of and wider social impact of
women in the sciences.
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: Letters to W. B. Yeats Richard J Finneran, George Mills



Harper, William M Murphyd, 1977-06-17
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: Mysteries and Secrets of Time Lionel Fanthorpe,
Patricia Fanthorpe, 2007-05-30 Is time infinite, or does it have a beginning and an end? This
fascinating explores the mysteries of time and proposes a theory that suggests an awesome answer.
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: Marie Antoinette Dena Goodman, Thomas E. Kaiser,
2013-10-23 Marie-Antoinette is one of the most fascinating and controversial figures in all of French
history. This volume explores the many struggles by various individuals and groups to put right
Marie's identity, and it simultaneously links these struggles to larger destabilizations in social,
political and gender systems in France. Looking at how Marie was represented in politics, art,
literature and journalism, the contributors to this volume reveal how crucial political and cultural
contexts were enacted on the body of the queen and on the complex identity of Marie. Taken
together, these essays suggest that it is precisely because she came to represent the contradictions
in the social, political and gender systems of her era, that Marie remains such an important
historical figure.
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: The Trial of Woman D. Basham, 1992-01-14 The Trial of
Woman examines the impact of the nineteenth-century 'Occult Revival' on the Victorian Women's
Movement, both in the lives of individual women and in the literature surrounding 'the Woman
Question'. The book explores the Victorian Myth of Occult Womanhood and argues that the notion of
female occult power was deeply influenced by the advent of Mesmerism, Spiritualism and
Theosophy. This myth was itself a determining factor in women's struggle for legal and political
rights.
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: The New Girl Sally Mitchell, 1995 In the 1930s a band of
smart and able young men, some still in their twenties, helped Franklin D. Roosevelt transform an
American nation in crisis. They were the junior officers of the New Deal. Thomas G. Corcoran,
Benjamin V. Cohen, William O. Douglas, Abe Fortas, and James Rowe helped FDR build the modern
Democratic Party into a progressive coalition whose command over power and ideas during the next
three decades seemed politically invincible. This is the first book about this group of Rooseveltians
and their linkage to Lyndon Johnson's Great Society and the Vietnam War debacle. Michael Janeway
grew up inside this world. His father, Eliot Janeway, business editor of Time and a star writer for
Fortune and Life magazines, was part of this circle, strategizing and practicing politics as well as
reporting on these men. Drawing on his intimate knowledge of events and previously unavailable
private letters and other documents, Janeway crafts a riveting account of the exercise of power
during the New Deal and its aftermath. He shows how these men were at the nexus of reform
impulses at the electoral level with reform thinking in the social sciences and the law and explains
how this potent fusion helped build the contemporary American state. Since that time efforts to
reinvent government by brains trust have largely failed in the U.S. In the last quarter of the
twentieth century American politics ceased to function as a blend of broad coalition building and
reform agenda setting, rooted in a consensus of belief in the efficacy of modern government. Can a
progressive coalition of ideas and power come together again? The Fall of the House of Roosevelt
makes such a prospect both alluring and daunting.
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: A Serious Endeavour Laura Schwartz, 2011-07-21
Neither a cosy anecdotal inside story, nor a straightforward account of women's struggle to enter
the university, this history of St Hugh's College, Oxford looks both upstairs and downstairs, at dons
and undergraduates but also at domestic staff. What did it mean for the would-be school teacher, the
flapper on the motorcycle, the depression era grammar-school girl, and the student revolutionary of
the 1970s to re-invent themselves as educated women? Who remained excluded from this
emancipated identity? What were the tensions between old and new generations of dons and
undergraduates? And what of the first Principal's notorious belief in time-travel? In this innovative
study, Schwartz explores the relationship between personal and collective identity in one of the first
higher educational establishments run by and for women, during a period in which women's role
both in society and university education changed beyond recognition. Based on new and original



research, A Seroius Endeavour offers a fresh and sometimes disquieting perspective on the history
of gender and education in twentieth-century Britain, opening up new ways of thinking about the
development of women's higher education.
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: The Collected Works of W.B. Yeats Vol. V: Later Essays
William Butler Yeats, 1994-09-30 Compiling nineteen essays and introductions, a volume with
explanatory notes includes Per Amica Silentia Lunae and On the Boiler as well as introductions on
Shelley and Balzac and essays on Irish poetry and politics.
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: The Making of Yeats's A Vision George Mills Harper,
1987 According to Yeats, his wife surprised him on 24 October 1917, four days after their marriage,
“by attempting automatic writing.” Excited, he offered to spend the remainder of his life organizing
and explaining the “scattered sentences.” Over a period of approximately 30 months they
collaborated in 450 sittings, he asking questions, she responding to fill a total of more than 3,600
pages. Quoting copiously from the Script, Harper has traced in two volumes these incredible
experiments day by day as the Yeatses moved about England, Ireland, and America. He has also
cited hundreds of parallel explanatory passages from many workbooks, notebooks, and the
concordance arranged like a card index in which Yeats codified the System he projected in A Vision
and numerous poems and plays. Harper also has examined the extensive personal revelations that
were excluded from A Vision and carefully concealed in many passages of “personal Script.” As
Professor Harper demonstrates, Yeats had these often oblique, highly allusive passages in mind
when he admitted “To Vestigia” that he had “not even dealt with the whole of my subject, perhaps
not even with what is most important, writing nothing about the Beatific Vision, little of sexual love.”
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: Religion and Aesthetic Experience in Joyce and Yeats T.
Balinisteanu, 2015-07-06 This monograph is based on archival research and close readings of James
Joyce's and W. B. Yeats's poetics and political aesthetics. Georges Sorel's theory of social myth is
used as a starting point for exploring the ways in which the experience of art can be seen as a form
of religious experience.
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: A Vision: The Revised 1937 Edition William Butler
Yeats, 2015-05-19 Keynote This new annotated edition of Yeats's indispensable, lifelong work of
philosophy, A Vision (1937), is a revised explanation of the poet's greatest occult work--
  charlotte anne elizabeth moberly: The Complete Paranormal Investigation Handbook
Richard Palmisano, Peter J. Roe, 2025-08-08 Everything You Need to Conduct Professional and
Science-Based Field Studies Richard Palmisano and Peter J. Roe, the founder and the assistant
director of The Searcher Group—Canada's oldest and most reputable paranormal research
team—present a comprehensive and progressive guide to ghost investigation. Whether you're a
novice or part of an established team, you'll be ready for the next level of serious research.
Featuring groundbreaking theory and strategies to look at old problems in new ways, this book is
essential to conducting professional paranormal investigations. Palmisano and Roe teach how to
assemble your team; plan what to do before, during, and after your investigations; use the right
equipment; and much more. The result of over four decades of trial, error, and firsthand encounters,
this must-have manual is designed to unite the paranormal research community and resume true
advancements in the field. We already know ghosts exist. Are you and your team ready to dig
deeper?
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