chief black hawk descendants

chief black hawk descendants hold a significant place in the history and
heritage of the Sauk tribe and Native American legacy in the United States.
Chief Black Hawk, a prominent leader and warrior of the Sauk tribe in the
early 19th century, 1is best known for his role in the Black Hawk War of 1832.
Exploring the lineage and descendants of Chief Black Hawk offers valuable
insights into the cultural continuation, historical impact, and modern-day
legacy of his family and people. This article delves into the genealogy,
notable descendants, and the influence they have had on preserving Native
American traditions and identity. Additionally, it examines how the
descendants contribute to the recognition of Chief Black Hawk’s enduring
legacy in contemporary society. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of the chief’s family background, descendants’
contributions, and their ongoing role within the Sauk community and beyond.

e Historical Background of Chief Black Hawk

Genealogy and Family Lineage

Notable Descendants of Chief Black Hawk

Cultural and Social Contributions of the Descendants

e Legacy and Recognition in Modern Times

Historical Background of Chief Black Hawk

Chief Black Hawk, born in 1767, was a leader of the Sauk tribe, primarily
known for his resistance against the United States’ expansion into Native
American lands. His leadership during the Black Hawk War of 1832 marked a
significant moment in Native American history. The conflict arose when Black
Hawk and his followers attempted to reclaim territory in Illinois that had
been ceded under disputed treaties. Despite the eventual defeat, Black Hawk'’s
role highlighted the struggle of indigenous peoples to maintain their land
and sovereignty. Understanding his life and times provides context to the
significance of his descendants and the cultural heritage they carry forward.

Genealogy and Family Lineage

The genealogy of Chief Black Hawk is a subject of interest for historians,
anthropologists, and members of the Sauk tribe. His family lineage is traced
through both oral tradition and documented records maintained by tribal
historians. Black Hawk was part of the British Band, a group within the Sauk
tribe, and had several children who continued his lineage. His descendants
have maintained their connections to the Sauk community, preserving
genealogical records and cultural stories.



Immediate Family and Children

Chief Black Hawk had multiple children, although historical documentation
varies regarding their exact number and names. Some of the known children
include Neapope and other sons who played roles in the tribe’s affairs after
Black Hawk'’s death. These children and their descendants formed the core of
the chief’s familial legacy, often maintaining leadership roles within the
Sauk community.

Documentation and Oral Histories

Genealogical information about the chief’s family is preserved through a
combination of oral histories and written records. Tribal elders and
historians have worked to keep these traditions alive, ensuring that the
stories of Chief Black Hawk'’s descendants are passed down through
generations. This dual approach helps validate family ties and cultural
identity within the tribe and beyond.

Notable Descendants of Chief Black Hawk

The descendants of Chief Black Hawk have contributed to various fields
including tribal leadership, cultural preservation, and public education
about Native American history. Many have gained recognition for their efforts
to honor their ancestor’s legacy and promote awareness of Sauk heritage.

Tribal Leaders and Activists

Several of Chief Black Hawk'’s descendants have served as leaders within the
Sauk tribe and other Native American organizations. They have been
instrumental in advocating for indigenous rights, land claims, and cultural
revitalization. Their leadership continues to reflect the resilience and
determination embodied by Black Hawk himself.

Educators and Cultural Advocates

Descendants have also played crucial roles as educators and cultural
advocates, working to teach both Native and non-Native audiences about the
history and traditions of the Sauk people. Through museums, cultural centers,
and educational programs, they ensure the legacy of Chief Black Hawk remains
relevant and respected.

Artists and Authors

Some descendants have contributed to the arts, creating works that celebrate
Native American identity and history. Through literature, visual arts, and
performances, these individuals bring attention to the rich cultural
background of their ancestor and the Sauk tribe.



Cultural and Social Contributions of the
Descendants

Beyond leadership and education, the descendants of Chief Black Hawk actively
participate in the preservation of Sauk culture and traditions. Their social
contributions help maintain a strong sense of identity and community among
tribal members.

Preservation of Language and Traditions

One of the key areas of contribution is the preservation of the Sauk language
and traditional practices. Descendants engage in language revitalization
programs and cultural ceremonies, fostering continuity of their heritage.

Community Engagement and Social Services

The descendants often work within their communities to provide social
services, support for youth, and programs that address health and education
disparities. Their involvement strengthens community bonds and promotes
social welfare.

Promotion of Native Rights and Sovereignty

Advocacy for Native American rights remains a central focus for many
descendants. They participate in political processes and collaborate with
other indigenous groups to protect tribal sovereignty and address
contemporary challenges.

Legacy and Recognition in Modern Times

The legacy of Chief Black Hawk and his descendants is recognized through
various commemorations, historical markers, and cultural celebrations. Their
story is a testament to endurance and the ongoing importance of Native
American history in the United States.

Monuments and Memorials

Monuments dedicated to Chief Black Hawk exist in multiple locations,
highlighting his historical significance. Descendants often participate in
ceremonies and events held at these sites, reinforcing their connection to
their ancestor.

Annual Cultural Events

Annual powwows, festivals, and cultural gatherings organized by Sauk
communities serve to honor Black Hawk'’s memory. These events attract tribal
members and visitors alike, fostering education and cultural pride.



Influence on Contemporary Native Identity

The story of Chief Black Hawk and his descendants influences contemporary
Native American identity by providing a powerful narrative of resistance and
resilience. Their ongoing contributions help shape the cultural landscape of
indigenous peoples in the modern era.

Summary of Key Contributions of Chief Black
Hawk Descendants

e Preservation of Sauk language and cultural traditions

Leadership in tribal governance and indigenous rights advocacy

Educational initiatives promoting Native American history and heritage

Artistic expressions celebrating Native identity
e Community-based social programs supporting health and education

e Participation in cultural events that honor Black Hawk’s legacy

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Chief Black Hawk?

Chief Black Hawk was a prominent leader and warrior of the Sauk Native
American tribe, known for his role in the Black Hawk War of 1832.

Are there any known descendants of Chief Black Hawk
today?

Yes, there are known descendants of Chief Black Hawk today, many of whom are
members of the Sauk and Meskwaki tribes and continue to preserve their
heritage.

How can one trace their lineage to Chief Black Hawk?

Tracing lineage to Chief Black Hawk typically involves genealogical research
through tribal records, oral histories, and collaboration with Sauk and
Meskwaki tribal historians and elders.

Do Chief Black Hawk’'s descendants hold any special
status within their tribes?
Descendants of Chief Black Hawk are respected within their communities, but

tribal membership and status are generally determined by the tribes'
enrollment criteria rather than direct descent alone.



What role do Chief Black Hawk’'s descendants play in
preserving his legacy?

Descendants actively participate in cultural events, educational initiatives,
and ceremonies to honor Chief Black Hawk’s legacy and promote awareness of
Sauk history and traditions.

Are there public records or museums that feature
Chief Black Hawk’'s family history?

Yes, several museums, such as the Black Hawk State Historic Site in Illinois,
and archives hold information about Chief Black Hawk and his family,
providing resources for those interested in his descendants.

Have any of Chief Black Hawk’'s descendants been
prominent figures in modern times?

Some descendants have become notable within their communities as tribal
leaders, cultural advocates, and scholars, contributing to the preservation
and promotion of Sauk heritage.

Additional Resources

1. Legacy of the Hawk: Descendants of Chief Black Hawk

This book explores the lives of Chief Black Hawk's descendants, tracing their
family history and cultural heritage. It provides an in-depth look at how
Black Hawk's legacy has influenced generations within the Sauk tribe. Readers
will discover personal stories, historical accounts, and the ongoing
significance of Black Hawk’s leadership.

2. Black Hawk’s Bloodline: Stories from the Sauk Nation

Focusing on the personal narratives of Black Hawk’s descendants, this book
offers a unique perspective on Native American identity and resilience.
Through interviews and historical records, the author paints a vivid picture
of how the bloodline continues to shape the Sauk community today. The book
also addresses the challenges faced by the family in preserving their
heritage.

3. Chief Black Hawk and His Heirs: A Family History

This comprehensive family history delves into the genealogy of Chief Black
Hawk, highlighting key figures among his descendants. It examines how the
family maintained their cultural traditions amid changing political and
social landscapes. The book includes rare photographs and documents that
enrich the story.

4. The Hawk’s Descendants: Native Voices Through Time

An anthology of essays and memoirs by Black Hawk’s descendants, this
collection offers diverse viewpoints on Native American life. Contributors
reflect on their ancestral legacy, cultural survival, and modern identity
struggles. The book is a powerful testament to the enduring spirit of the
Sauk people.

5. From Black Hawk to Today: The Journey of a Tribe
This historical narrative connects Chief Black Hawk’s era to the present day,
focusing on his lineage and the Sauk tribe’s evolution. It covers significant



events that shaped the tribe’s destiny and the role of Black Hawk’s family in
tribal leadership. The book provides a broader context for understanding
Native American history through the lens of one family.

6. Echoes of Black Hawk: The Descendants’ Chronicles

Combining history and oral tradition, this book captures the voices of Black
Hawk’s descendants as they recount their heritage. It highlights cultural
practices, stories of resistance, and efforts to revitalize Sauk language and
customs. The narrative underscores the importance of memory in sustaining
indigenous identity.

7. Blood and Spirit: The Black Hawk Family Legacy

This work examines the spiritual and cultural impact of Chief Black Hawk on
his descendants. It explores themes of leadership, resilience, and cultural
continuity within the family. The author draws on historical research and
family interviews to provide a nuanced portrait of the Hawk lineage.

8. Black Hawk’s Lineage: A Path Through History

Detailing the genealogical journey of Chief Black Hawk’s family, this book
traces their movements, alliances, and influence over time. It sheds light on
lesser—-known family members who contributed to tribal governance and cultural
preservation. The book is a valuable resource for scholars and descendants
alike.

9. Survivors of the Hawk: The Enduring Family of Chief Black Hawk

This book celebrates the survival and triumphs of Black Hawk’s descendants
amid adversity. It focuses on their contributions to Native American rights,
education, and cultural revival. Through compelling stories, readers gain
insight into the ongoing legacy of one of the most iconic Native leaders.
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A. Hinson, 2017-11-02 Large Size 8 1/2 X 11 Softback Genealogy Book with photos 889 pages - When
I was about 5 years old and could stand on my tip toes and see what was on the table cloth, my
paternal grandmother Virgie would show me photos of my Morgan and Shaver ancestors. She
showed me at an early age how I was related to a Native American Iroquoian Cherokee man named
Chief Black Hawk, who had a daughter that married a German man named Capt. Windle Miller. She
further stated that she had an official document that proved that we were related to this Cherokee
Indian. So, being interested, I asked her where is this official document? She told me she looked for
it, but it must be lost. Next time I saw her she stated that she loaned it to a distant cousin Lamont
Shaver and he never returned it. I new that my grandmother would never lie to me and spent many
years researching this Chief Black Hawk. After many years of research and gathering data, I have
put together a case for Cherokee Chief Black Hawk being a real person. The evidence I gathered
showed that many different areas of proof of his existence. The evidence of Native American family
traits were always seen in my own family and distant relatives, all related through the same lineage.
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I found an old news paper article in the Stanly County News & Press. Several Revolutionary War
pension application accounts. Old Land Surveys and Old Land Plat Deeds. The discovery of his
daughter's gravesite. And finally the 17 ancestors who all applied to enroll into the Cherokee tribe
through the Dawes Rolls of 1896. Clearly, this evidence shows without a doubt that Chief Black
Hawk and his daughter Naktika Red Fern or her white name 'Elizabeth Redfern' Miller Davis did
exist. This book is the result of putting all that evidence together for my relatives to see and study.
As you will see, my long journey into getting to the truth has not been in vain. I know you will enjoy
this book as much as I have enjoyed putting it together.

chief black hawk descendants: The Descendants of Governor Thomas Welles of Connecticut
and his Wife Alice Tomes, Volume 3, Part A Kathryn Smith Black, 2015-11-05 Thomas Welles (ca.
1590-1660), son of Robert and Alice Welles, was born in Stourton, Whichford, Warwickshire,
England, and died in Wethersfield, Connecticut. He married (1) Alice Tomes (b. before 1593),
daughter of John Tomes and Ellen (Gunne) Phelps, 1615 in Long Marston, Gloucestershire. She was
born in Long Marston, and died before 1646 in Hartford, Connecticut. They had eight children. He
married (2) Elizabeth (Deming) Foote (ca. 1595-1683) ca. 1646. She was the widow of Nathaniel
Foote and the sister of John Deming. She had seven children from her previous marriage.

chief black hawk descendants: Descendants of Black Sparrow Hawk, Makataimeshekiahkiah,
Aka Chief Black Hawk East of the Mississippi River Geraldine Davenport Stemmons, 2014

chief black hawk descendants: THOMAS THOMAS DESCENDANTS AUGUSTUS O. THOMAS,
II, BSEE, P.E., 2008-08-22 The Author’s pioneer ancestors were early settlers in the western
movement, sometimes trekking roughly cleared pathways behind teams of oxen. Family meetings
and marriages at New Ipswich, NH, Watervliet, NY, New Castle, KY, Richmond, IN, Old Oxford, IL,
Mt. Pleasant, IW, Firth, NE, and Denver, CO, form the basis of this historical and genealogy story.
Family chronicles, deeds, wills, census records, tombstones and written biological sketches form the
basis for this book. Research was conducted in 87 counties in 22 states from Maine to Colorado, and
also Wales, Scotland and England, over a 16 year period.

chief black hawk descendants: The Saukie Indians and Their Great Chiefs Black Hawk
and Keokuk Amer Mills Stocking, 1926

chief black hawk descendants: Cherokee Chief Black Hawk and His Descendants - Book 2:
Photo Album William A. Hinson, 2018-02-07 The Cherokees, by similarity of language, have been
determined to be a branch of the great Iroquoian family of Indians. They are believed to have
emigrated to the Southern Appalachians about the Thirteenth Century. They found the country
occupied by various branches of the Muscogee or Creek people, who inhabited the Tennessee River
valley to upper East Tennessee and North Carolina; and the headwaters of Tugaloo and
Chattahoochie Rivers in Georgia and South Carolina.The Muscogee or Creek Indians are believed to
have emigrated from Mexico to the mouth of the Mississippi about the year 1200 AD. The word
Muscogee means Mexco-ulgae, Mexican People.Intermittent warfare, lasting through several
centuries, was waged for possession of the mountainous country. Eventually, the Creeks, Kusatees,
and Uchees, all of Muscogee blood, were forced to the southward. The Shawnees, who occupied
Middle Tennessee, were forced northward into Ohio. The Cherokees, by right of conquest, claimed
all the mountainous section now embraced in East Tennessee, North and South Carolina, and North
Georgia. They claimed in addition as their hunting grounds, Middle Tennessee and Kentucky. De
Soto, who traversed the Cherokee country in 1540, found them in substantially the same location as
during the English period of settlement. The Cherokees had dealings with Virginia as early as 1689.
Their principal affairs, however, were handled by the English through the Colony of South Carolina,
and it is from the South Carolina records that we get the first mention of Cherokee chiefs. De Soto
visited numerous Cherokee towns, but failed in every instance to mention the name of the chief. The
original Cherokee settlement was the old town Kituwah, at the junction of Ocona Lufty and
Tuckasegee Rivers. The tribe was from the earliest times divided into seven clans, and a few of the
town-names indicate that each clan may have originally occupied a separate village. The seven clans
were, Ani-gatugewa, Kituwah People; Ani-kawi, Deer People; Ani-waya, Wolf People; Ani-Sahani,




Blue Paint People; Ani-wadi, Red Paint People; Ani-Tsiskwa, Bird People; and Ani-Gilahi, Long Hair
People.
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dealerships. Makataimeshekiakiak, the Sauk Indian war leader whose name loosely translates to
Black Hawk, surrendered in 1832 after hundreds of his fellow tribal members were slaughtered at
the Bad Axe Massacre. Re-Collecting Black Hawk examines the phenomena of this appropriation in
the physical landscape, and the deeply rooted sentiments it evokes among Native Americans and
descendants of European settlers. Nearly 170 original photographs are presented and juxtaposed
with texts that reveal and complicate the significance of the imagery. Contributors include tribal
officials, scholars, activists, and others, such as George Thurman, the principal chief of the Sac and
Fox Nation and a direct descendant of Black Hawk. These image-text encounters offer visions of
both the past and present and the shaping of memory through landscapes that reach beyond their
material presence into spaces of cultural and political power. As we witness, the evocation of Black
Hawk serves as a painful reminder, a forced deference, and a veiled attempt to wipe away the guilt
of past atrocities. Re-Collecting Black Hawk also points toward the future. By simultaneously
unsettling and reconstructing the Midwestern landscape, Re-Collecting Black Hawk envisions new
modes of pea
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determined to be a branch of the great Iroquoian family of Indians. They are believed to have
emigrated to the Southern Appalachians about the Thirteenth Century. They found the country
occupied by various branches of the Muscogee or Creek people, who inhabited the Tennessee River
valley to upper East Tennessee and North Carolina; and the headwaters of Tugaloo and
Chattahoochie Rivers in Georgia and South Carolina.The Muscogee or Creek Indians are believed to
have emigrated from Mexico to the mouth of the Mississippi about the year 1200 AD. The word
Muscogee means Mexco-ulgae, Mexican People.Intermittent warfare, lasting through several
centuries, was waged for possession of the mountainous country. Eventually, the Creeks, Kusatees,
and Uchees, all of Muscogee blood, were forced to the southward. The Shawnees, who occupied
Middle Tennessee, were forced northward into Ohio. The Cherokees, by right of conquest, claimed
all the mountainous section now embraced in East Tennessee, North and South Carolina, and North
Georgia. They claimed in addition as their hunting grounds, Middle Tennessee and Kentucky. De
Soto, who traversed the Cherokee country in 1540, found them in substantially the same location as
during the English period of settlement. The Cherokees had dealings with Virginia as early as 1689.
Their principal affairs, however, were handled by the English through the Colony of South Carolina,
and it is from the South Carolina records that we get the first mention of Cherokee chiefs. De Soto
visited numerous Cherokee towns, but failed in every instance to mention the name of the chief. The
original Cherokee settlement was the old town Kituwah, at the junction of Ocona Lufty and
Tuckasegee Rivers. The tribe was from the earliest times divided into seven clans, and a few of the
town-names indicate that each clan may have originally occupied a separate village. The seven clans
were, Ani-gatugewa, Kituwah People; Ani-kawi, Deer People; Ani-waya, Wolf People; Ani-Sahani,
Blue Paint People; Ani-wadi, Red Paint People; Ani-Tsiskwa, Bird People; and Ani-Gilahi, Long Hair
People.
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Jane Kearsley, 1720-1801, from Scotland, who Settled at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, Died at

Shippensburg, Pennsylvania and are Buried at Middle Spring Church Yard, Cumberland County,

Pennsylvania , 1900
chief black hawk descendants: The Descendants of Josiah and Keziah Nichols Wooldridge and

Their Ancestors Wright Wilson Frost, 1973 John Nichols was born in Yorkshire, England 24 June
1743. His will was dated 2 November 1796 and was probated in April 1817 in Davidson County,
North Carolina.
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Marietta Curry Smyth , 1992 Descendants of Alexander Smyth (1788/89-1846) born in Scotland, and
died in Newtownards, Ireland. He and his wife, Sarah had six children. Their son, John McCracken
Smyth (1832-1903), was born in Newtownards, Ireland. There he married in 1855 Elizabeth Kennedy
(1832-1901). Shortly afterwards they moved to Belfast, Ireland. John and Elizabeth with their four
children left Ireland in 1864 for America. They lived in New York for awhile before settling in
Maryland. Both died in Frostburg, Maryland. Descendants and family members live in Maryland,
Virginia, West Virginia, Pennsylvania and elsewhere.
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Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Iowa, Missouri and elsewhere.
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organized body: the chief of police. 2. the ruler of a tribe or clan: an Indian chief. 3. boss 1. 4. the
upper area of a heraldic field

CHIEF Synonyms: 252 Similar and Opposite Words - Merriam-Webster Synonyms for CHIEF:
main, greatest, primary, highest, foremost, predominant, dominant, principal; Antonyms of CHIEF:
last, least, minor, secondary, subordinate, unimportant, slight,



Home - The Chief NYCERS reinstates retirees' appeal process for disability-benefit denials FREE
NYCERS will walk back a policy change made in January that eliminated retirees’ ability to appeal
rejections for

chief - Wiktionary, the free dictionary 2 days ago chief (plural chiefs) The leader or head of a
tribe, organisation, business unit, or other group. [from 13th c.] synonyms quotations Synonyms:
leader, head, director,
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