
books about black inventors

books about black inventors offer a valuable window into the remarkable contributions that African American
inventors have made throughout history. These books not only celebrate innovation and creativity but also
highlight the challenges and triumphs faced by Black inventors in a society that often overlooked their
achievements. Exploring these works provides insight into the lives and inventions of pioneers who have shaped
numerous industries, from technology to medicine. This article will delve into a variety of books that
showcase the stories of Black inventors, their groundbreaking inventions, and the impact on contemporary
society. Additionally, the discussion will include thematic categories, notable biographies, and educational
resources to help readers gain a comprehensive understanding of this important subject. The following table of
contents outlines the main sections covered in this article.
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Notable Biographies of Black Inventors

Books about black inventors often include detailed biographies that chronicle the lives, struggles, and
successes of pioneering individuals. These biographies provide historical context and personal narratives that
bring attention to inventors who have made significant contributions despite facing systemic barriers.

George Washington Carver

One of the most famous Black inventors, George Washington Carver, is frequently featured in biographies.
Known for his work with peanuts and crop rotation, Carver’s innovations helped transform agricultural
practices in the United States. Biographies about Carver explore his scientific achievements and his dedication
to sustainable farming.

Madam C.J. Walker

While primarily known as an entrepreneur, Madam C.J. Walker was also an inventor who developed a line of hair
care products for Black women. Books about her life illustrate her role as a trailblazer in both invention and
business, highlighting her influence on beauty industry innovations and African American empowerment.

Lonnie Johnson

Lonnie Johnson, the inventor of the Super Soaker water gun, is another prominent figure featured in books about
Black inventors. His background as an aerospace engineer and his inventive spirit demonstrate the diverse fields in
which Black inventors have excelled. Biographies about Johnson emphasize his contributions to toy design and
engineering.



Thematic Books Highlighting Black Innovation

Certain books focus on thematic collections of Black inventors and their inventions, emphasizing innovation
across various fields such as technology, medicine, and transportation. These texts provide a broader
understanding of the scope and impact of Black inventors' work.

Technology and Engineering

Books that concentrate on technology and engineering inventions reveal how Black inventors have shaped
modern devices and systems. For instance, works exploring inventions like traffic lights, gas masks, and home
security systems help showcase these achievements in a technological context.

Medical and Scientific Contributions

Several books highlight Black inventors in medicine and science, documenting breakthroughs in healthcare and
pharmaceuticals. These accounts often shed light on innovations that have improved disease treatment,
surgical techniques, and laboratory equipment.

Transportation and Industrial Innovations

Thematic books also explore advancements in transportation and industry, such as the invention of the
automatic elevator doors and improvements in railroad technology. These narratives reveal how Black
inventors have contributed to the infrastructure and industrial growth of the United States.

Traffic Signal Invention

Gas Mask Development

Automatic Elevator Doors

Home Security Systems

Children’s and Young Adult Books About Black Inventors

Introducing the stories of Black inventors to younger audiences is crucial for inspiring future generations.
Numerous children’s and young adult books have been written to engage readers with accessible language and
captivating illustrations.

Picture Books

Picture books focusing on Black inventors often highlight one or two key figures per book, using vivid artwork
to tell inspiring stories. These books serve as excellent educational tools for early readers and classroom
settings.



Middle Grade and Young Adult Books

Books aimed at middle grade and young adult readers provide more detailed accounts of inventors’ lives and
inventions. These works combine historical facts with storytelling to engage readers and encourage an interest
in STEM fields.

Popular Titles for Young Readers

Hidden Figures (Children’s adaptation) – highlighting African American women mathematicians and engineers

Whoosh! Lonnie Johnson’s Super-Soaking Stream of Inventions – a biography of Lonnie Johnson

George Washington Carver: The Peanut Scientist – a detailed children’s biography

Educational Resources and Anthologies

Beyond individual biographies and thematic books, there are comprehensive anthologies and educational
resources dedicated to Black inventors. These compilations provide a wide array of inventions and their
historical significance.

Collections of Inventors and Inventions

Anthologies gather multiple stories of inventors, allowing readers to explore a variety of contributions in
one volume. These books often include timelines, photographs, and detailed descriptions of inventions, making
them valuable for research and study.

Curriculum Guides and Teaching Materials

Educational resources designed for classroom use incorporate books about Black inventors into lesson plans.
These materials help educators teach students about diversity in STEM and the importance of innovation from
all cultural backgrounds.

Notable Anthology Examples

Black Inventors: Crafting Over 200 Years of Success

African American Inventors by Otha Richard Sullivan

Inventors and Inventions: African American Firsts

Impact of Books About Black Inventors on Society

The publication and circulation of books about Black inventors have a significant impact on society by
promoting awareness, education, and diversity in innovation. These books help correct historical omissions and
inspire new generations to pursue scientific and inventive careers.



Promoting Diversity in STEM Fields

By highlighting the achievements of Black inventors, these books contribute to increased representation and
inclusivity in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. They serve as powerful tools to encourage
young students from underrepresented backgrounds.

Preserving Historical Legacy

Books about Black inventors play a vital role in preserving the historical legacy of African American
contributions to invention and technology. They document stories that might otherwise be forgotten or
marginalized, ensuring recognition and respect for these innovators.

Inspiring Future Innovation

Through education and storytelling, these books inspire creativity and innovation among readers of all ages.
They demonstrate that innovation knows no racial or cultural boundaries and that perseverance and ingenuity
can overcome obstacles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular books about black inventors for children?

Some popular books for children about black inventors include 'Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four Black
Women and the Space Race' by Margot Lee Shetterly and 'Mae Among the Stars' by Roda Ahmed, which inspire
young readers with stories of innovation and perseverance.

Are there biographies of famous black inventors available?

Yes, there are several biographies such as 'The Inventor: The Story of George Washington Carver' by Albert
Marrin and 'To Be a Scientist: The Story of George Washington Carver' by Robert Byrd that provide detailed
accounts of their lives and inventions.

Which books highlight the contributions of black women inventors?

Books like 'Hidden Figures' by Margot Lee Shetterly and 'Black Women in Science: A Black History Book for Kids'
by Kimberly Brown explore the significant contributions of black women inventors and scientists to various
fields.

Where can I find books about lesser-known black inventors?

Books such as 'Black Inventors: Crafting Over 200 Years of Success' by Keith C. Holmes and 'Black Inventors
and Innovators' by Patricia and Fredrick McKissack focus on lesser-known black inventors and their important
contributions throughout history.

How do books about black inventors help promote diversity in STEM?

Books about black inventors provide role models and highlight the achievements of underrepresented groups in
STEM fields, encouraging diversity and inclusion by inspiring readers of all ages to pursue careers in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics.



Additional Resources
1. Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the Untold Story of the Black Women Mathematicians Who Helped
Win the Space Race
This inspiring book by Margot Lee Shetterly reveals the crucial contributions of African American women
mathematicians at NASA during the space race. It highlights their brilliant minds, perseverance, and the
challenges they overcame in a segregated America. The book celebrates their pivotal role in American history
and STEM fields.

2. Black Inventors: Crafting Over 200 Years of Success
By Keith C. Holmes, this comprehensive volume showcases the innovations and inventions created by Black
inventors throughout history. It provides detailed biographies and the impact of their work on industries such
as agriculture, transportation, and technology. The book is an educational resource celebrating Black
creativity and ingenuity.

3. Invent To Learn: Making, Tinkering, and Engineering in the Classroom
Though not exclusively about Black inventors, this book by Sylvia Libow Martinez and Gary Stager
encourages inventive thinking and innovation in education. It promotes hands-on learning and creativity, which is
essential for nurturing future inventors from all backgrounds, including underrepresented communities.

4. Black Inventors in the Age of Segregation: Granville T. Woods, Lewis H. Latimer, and Shelby J. Davidson
This book by Ray Spangenburg and Diane Moser introduces readers to notable Black inventors who made
groundbreaking advancements during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It discusses their inventions, such
as improvements in telegraphy and electric lighting, and the social obstacles they faced.

5. Bold Women in Black History: Inventors, Innovators, and Visionaries
This collection highlights the achievements of Black women inventors who have made significant contributions
to science and technology. It presents their stories of innovation, resilience, and impact across various fields,
inspiring readers to appreciate diversity in invention and leadership.

6. Black Genius: African American Inventors and Innovators
Author Ronald W. Walters compiles stories of African American inventors whose work has shaped modern
technology and everyday life. The book covers a range of inventions from household items to major
technological advances, shedding light on often overlooked pioneers.

7. The Inventor’s Secret: What Thomas Edison Told Henry Ford
Though centered on Edison and Ford, this book by Suzanne Slade touches on the contributions of Black
inventors who influenced American innovation. It provides historical context about invention and highlights
collaboration and competition in the industrial age.

8. Freedom's Forge: How American Business Produced Victory in World War II
This book by Arthur Herman explores the industrial innovations during WWII, including the contributions of
Black inventors and engineers. It discusses how their inventions and labor helped transform American
manufacturing and the war effort.

9. Black Inventors and Innovators: The History and Legacy
This educational book offers an overview of the history, challenges, and accomplishments of Black inventors
throughout American history. It encourages young readers and adults alike to learn about these trailblazers
and their lasting legacies in science and technology.
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  books about black inventors: Black Inventors of America McKinley Burt, 1989-01-01
  books about black inventors: Black Inventors Jeffers J. Joseph, 2021-10-13 'Black Inventors'
offers the reader the rare opportunity to be creative, informed and entertained--all at the same time.
The artwork provided was designed to stimulate the reader's artistic abilities through imagination
and coordination. It is my hope that the education gained from the wealth of education presented
will be an inspiration to readers, as well as society in general.
  books about black inventors: Young Trailblazers: The Book of Black Inventors and
Scientists M. J. Fievre, 2024-06-11 Discover Incredible Inventions by Black People (Ages 8-12) #1
New Release in Children's Inventors Books Young Trailblazers: The Book of Black Inventors and
Scientists is a fun new book for children that teaches kids about inventions by Black people that
have impacted the world through their ingenuity and trailblazing innovation. From Black Inventors
to Black Scientists. Take your child on an adventure and travel through time to meet famous black
inventors who changed the game. Countdown to liftoff with Katherine Johnson, who helped pioneer
U.S. crewed space missions. Safely cross the street with Garrett Morgan, who invented the traffic
signal--or even sing your heart out with James West's invention of the microphone. All of these
inventions by Black people have, in one way or another, shaped the past and present through
trailblazing creativity and resilience; these stories are sure to inspire every child. Experience an
array of rich Black history. In this book, there are Black scientists and Black inventors we all know,
such as Lewis Howard Latimer and Sarah Boone. There are also dozens of Black trailblazers that we
don't, all of whom have accomplished remarkable things in literature, entertainment, education,
STEM, business, military and government services, politics and law, activism, sports, spirituality,
and more. Inside this book of inventions by Black people, you'll find: A fun and engaging
introduction to Black inventors for kids Essential Black history for kids to learn about Interesting fun
facts and beautiful illustrations If you enjoyed Black Women in Science, Black Inventors, or Black
Heroes, then you'll love Young Trailblazers.
  books about black inventors: What Color Is My World? Kareem Abdul Jabbar, 2012-03-13
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, basketball legend and the NBA's alltime leading scorer, champions a lineup of
little-known African-American inventors in this lively, kid-friendly book. Did you know that James
West invented the microphone in your cell phone? That Fred Jones invented the refrigerated truck
that makes supermarkets possible? Or that Dr. Percy Julian synthesized cortisone from soy, easing
untold people’s pain? These are just some of the black inventors and innovators scoring big points in
this dynamic look at several unsung heroes who shared a desire to improve people’s lives. Offering
profiles with fast facts on flaps and framed by a funny contemporary story featuring two feisty twins,
here is a nod to the minds behind the gamma electric cell and the ice-cream scoop, improvements to
traffic lights, open-heart surgery, and more — inventors whose ingenuity and perseverance against
great odds made our world safer, better, and brighter. Back matter includes an authors’ note and
sources.
  books about black inventors: Brilliant Black Inventors , 2021
  books about black inventors: Black Inventors Keith Holmes, 2012-05 Black Inventors,
Crafting Over 200 Years of Success, highlights the work of Black inventors from over seventy
countries. The author, Keith C. Holmes, has spent more than twenty years researching Black
inventors from countries that include Australia, Bahamas, Barbados, Canada, Cuba, Ethiopia,
France, Germany, Ghana, Dominican Republic, Guadeloupe, Guyana, Haiti, Italy, Jamaica, Japan,
Kenya, Mozambique, Nigeria, St. Vincent, South Africa, Tanzania, Trinidad and Tobago, the United
Kingdom and the United States. Without inventions, innovations, financial resources, materials,
muscle and labor saving devices, civilizations cannot exist and flourish. This book documents a
number of inventions, patents and labor saving devices conceived by Black inventors. Among many
other inventions, pre-enslaved Africans, developed agricultural tools, building materials, medicinal
herbs, cloth and weapons. Although historical documents emphasize that millions of Black people
arrived in Canada, the Caribbean, Central and South America and the United States under slavery's



yoke, it is relatively unknown that thousands of Africans and their descendants developed numerous
labor-saving devices and inventions that spawned companies which generated money and jobs,
worldwide. While most authors focus primarily on American and European inventors, Keith Holmes
introduces inventions, both past and present, that Black people, developed and patented globally
and multiculturally.Black Inventors, Crafting Over 200 Years of Success, also features early Black
inventors from virtually every state in the US. It includes details about the first Black inventor who
obtained a patent in both the Caribbean and the United States. To date, seventeen African American
men have been inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame. Two inventors, Jan E, Matzeliger,
(Suriname) and Elijah McCoy, (Colchester, Canada) were not born in this countryThe material
available in this book, one of the first to address the diversity of black inventors and their inventions
from a global perspective, effectively gives the reader, researcher, librarian, student, and teacher
the materials they need to understand that the Black inventor is not only a national phenomenon,
but also a global giant.
  books about black inventors: Black Inventors Nathan Aaseng, 1997 Tells of 10 black
inventors, the problems they overcame, and the often slow, frustrating road to ingenious
achievement. This work profiles 10 African American inventors, including Lewis Temple, Elijah
McCoy & Sarah Breedlove Walker, & tells how they were denied recognition for their achievements
& overcame social & economic obstacles to achieve success.
  books about black inventors: Outward Dreams James Haskins, 1993 Discusses black inventors
and their contributions, including Benjamin Bradley, Madam Walker, and George Washington
Carver.
  books about black inventors: 101 Black Inventors and Their Inventions Joy James,
2021-05-08 Come and meet 101 of the world's greatest Black inventors ranging from superb
scientists to incredible innovators to exciting entrepreneurs who changed the face of technology and
design! 101 Black Inventors and their Inventions introduces you to 101 groundbreaking historical
and modern-day Black inventors. This beautifully illustrated book will take you on a journey to
discover the lives of these inspirational inventors and how they came to impact the world with their
unique ideas. From Gerald Lawson's home video game console that led to the Xbox and PlayStation
to Annie Malone's haircare products which led her to become a millionaire, read and be amazed at
just how much these real-life superheroes achieved in the face of adversity and, at times,
discrimination paving the way for future generations. Delve into 101 Black Inventors and their
Inventions and have a think about what inventions you might like to invent.
  books about black inventors: African American Inventors and Scientists Kulture Kidz Books, T
M Moody, 2022-02-23 Learn about African American Inventors & Scientists who shaped the world
like Benjamin Banneker, Elijah McCoy, Madam C.J. Walker and many more. Readers ages 8-11 can
find short, easy-to-read biographies with illustrations. A timeline of events and a glossary to help
deepen a child's vocabulary and comprehension are included in the back of the book. NOTE: This
ebook is the companion guide to the African American Inventors and Scientists Activity Book. Links
to download FREE printable puzzles are included inside.
  books about black inventors: Abc’S of African American Inventors D. Robinson, 2013-06-26
The unique benefit of this book is twofold. While reading the large blocked letters that are laid out in
alphabetical order, children of all ages will be able to explore the colorful inventions contributed by
African American inventors.
  books about black inventors: Black Inventors in the Age of Segregation Rayvon Fouché,
2005-09-09 This pathbreaking study examines the life and work of three African American inventors:
Granville Woods, Lewis Latimer, and Shelby Davidson. Describing the struggles of each man to
balance racial identity with a desire to be judged solely on the merit of his work, Rayvon Fouche
provides a nuanced view of African American contributors to technology during a period of rapid
industrialization. -- back cover.
  books about black inventors: Brilliant Black Inventors Joy James, 2021-10-19 Come and meet
sixteen Brilliant Black Inventors and find out about their inventions! This book is a great



introduction for very young children to discover the wonderful world of invention and creativity, with
amazing role models and exciting stories to pique their interest. Beautifully and imaginatively
illustrated throughout to help inform and inspire young minds, whether this book is read to them or
by early readers themselves.
  books about black inventors: Young Trailblazers: The Book of Black Inventors and Scientists
M.J. Fievre, 2021-11-09 Discover Incredible Inventions by Black People (Ages 8-12) #1 New Release
in Children's Inventors Books Young Trailblazers: The Book of Black Inventors and Scientists is a fun
new book for children that teaches kids about inventions by Black people that have impacted the
world through their ingenuity and trailblazing innovation. From Black Inventors to Black Scientists.
Take your child on an adventure and travel through time to meet famous black inventors who
changed the game. Countdown to liftoff with Katherine Johnson, who helped pioneer U.S. crewed
space missions. Safely cross the street with Garrett Morgan, who invented the traffic signal—or even
sing your heart out with James West’s invention of the microphone. All of these inventions by Black
people have, in one way or another, shaped the past and present through trailblazing creativity and
resilience; these stories are sure to inspire every child. Experience an array of rich Black history. In
this book, there are Black scientists and Black inventors we all know, such as Lewis Howard Latimer
and Sarah Boone. There are also dozens of Black trailblazers that we don’t, all of whom have
accomplished remarkable things in literature, entertainment, education, STEM, business, military
and government services, politics and law, activism, sports, spirituality, and more. Inside this book
of inventions by Black people, you’ll find: A fun and engaging introduction to Black inventors for kids
Essential Black history for kids to learn about Interesting fun facts and beautiful illustrations If you
enjoyed Black Women in Science, Black Inventors, or Black Heroes, then you’ll love Young
Trailblazers.
  books about black inventors: Black Inventors Kathy Trusty, 2021-06-29 Discover 15
inventors and inventions that changed the world in this guide for kids ages 8 to 12 Throughout
history, Black inventors have achieved some of the world's greatest advancements in science,
technology, engineering, and math. This book highlights 15 men and women who made a big impact
with their inventions—from Marie Van Brittan Brown, who created the first home security system, to
Mark Dean, who invented the personal computer. Learn all about each inventor's creative process,
their invention, and the way it's benefited our world. The first Black man of science—Explore how
Benjamin Banneker used his knowledge of math and science to build the first wooden clock, create
an almanac, and help design the city that became Washington, D.C. An innovator in Black hair
care—Learn how Lyda Newman became an inventor at the early age of 14, when she engineered an
improved hairbrush design that made it easier and more affordable to properly care for Black hair. A
web technology expert—Find out how Lisa Gelobter developed internet technology inventions that
people rely on every day, including web animation, GIFs, and online videos. Take a journey through
the stories of Black inventors and their inventions, with this guide designed just for kids.
  books about black inventors: Black Inventors Grady Slade (Jr.), 2018-04 Black Inventors is
about the inventions created by Black people, to spotlight those inventions, and to expose them to
the world
  books about black inventors: Black Inventors King Ki'el, 2023-01-26 This book is the first in a
series that will explore the brilliant and innovative contributions of black inventors to science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics. From the earliest days of our nation's history, black
inventors have been at the forefront of technological advancement, overcoming obstacles and
discrimination to make groundbreaking discoveries that have changed the course of human
progress. We will learn about the amazing inventions of Lewis Latimer, who developed an improved
method for manufacturing the carbon filaments used in incandescent light bulbs, and Elijah McCoy,
who patented more than 50 inventions, including the automatic lubrication system that bears his
name. We will also discover the pioneering work of George Washington Carver, who developed
hundreds of uses for peanuts and sweet potatoes, and Dr. Percy Julian, who synthesized hormones
and steroids, including the first synthetic cortisone. These inventors, and many others featured in



this series, have not only left a lasting legacy in their respective fields but also have helped pave the
way for future generations of black inventors. They have inspired us to reach for the stars and to
never give up on our dreams. This series is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of
innovation and the powerful impact of black inventors on our world.
  books about black inventors: Black Miracles Wilbur R. Mapp, Shannon H. Mapp, 2002-02-01
  books about black inventors: Black Inventors C. R. Gibbs, 1995
  books about black inventors: African American Inventors & Scientists Joanne Randolph,
2017-12-15 From soil-preserving crop rotation methods and innovative beauty products to the
filaments that made electric light bulbs possible and laser probes that correct cataracts, African
American inventors and scientists have revolutionized daily life in the modern world. With profiles of
towering figures like George Washington Carver, Madam C. J. Walker, and Mae Jemison, this
inspiring collection celebrates the often unsung and little known accomplishments and innovations
of African American scientists, engineers, inventors, and entrepreneurs. They overcame injustice,
prejudice, and inequality of access to triumph in every American field of endeavor, from agriculture
to the space program.
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