
burton raffel beowulf publisher
burton raffel beowulf publisher is a phrase that brings attention to one of
the most influential translations of the Old English epic poem Beowulf.
Burton Raffel's translation has been widely recognized for its accessibility,
poetic quality, and fidelity to the original text. The publisher responsible
for bringing Raffel's work to the public has played a crucial role in making
this version of Beowulf available to both academic audiences and general
readers. This article explores the background of Burton Raffel's Beowulf
translation, the details about the publisher, and the impact of this edition
on the study and appreciation of the epic. Additionally, it examines the
translation style, publication history, and the significance of this
particular edition in the landscape of Beowulf scholarship. The following
sections will provide a comprehensive overview of these topics and more.

Background of Burton Raffel’s Beowulf Translation

The Publisher Behind Burton Raffel’s Beowulf

Translation Style and Approach

Publication History and Editions

Impact and Reception in Academia and Beyond

Features and Supplementary Materials

Background of Burton Raffel’s Beowulf
Translation
Burton Raffel was an accomplished translator, poet, and professor known for
his skill in rendering classic texts into clear and engaging English. His
translation of Beowulf stands out for capturing the spirit of the original
Old English poem while making it accessible to modern readers. Raffel’s
version is appreciated for its balance between literal accuracy and poetic
rhythm, which preserves the epic’s heroic tone.

The translator's deep understanding of both the linguistic and cultural
aspects of the poem allows readers to experience Beowulf’s narrative in a way
that honors its historical roots. This background is essential in
appreciating why Raffel’s translation remains a popular choice among
educators and literary enthusiasts alike.



The Publisher Behind Burton Raffel’s Beowulf
The burton raffel beowulf publisher is most commonly identified as Signet
Classics, an imprint of Penguin Group. Signet Classics is known for producing
affordable, accessible editions of literary classics, often accompanied by
scholarly introductions and notes. This publisher has made Raffel’s Beowulf
widely available in both print and digital formats, ensuring that the
translation reaches a broad audience.

Signet Classics’ commitment to quality editions of classical works has
supported the enduring popularity of Raffel’s Beowulf in academic settings,
high school and college classrooms, as well as among general readers. The
choice of publisher reflects a strategic alignment between the translation’s
accessibility and Signet’s mission to disseminate important literary texts.

Signet Classics’ Role in Dissemination
By publishing Raffel’s Beowulf, Signet Classics has contributed to the poem’s
continued relevance. Their editions typically include:

Introductory essays that provide historical and cultural context

Glossaries and explanatory notes for difficult terms

Critical analysis that helps readers understand the poem’s themes and
significance

These supplementary materials enhance the reading experience and academic
study of Beowulf, reinforcing the importance of the burton raffel beowulf
publisher in literary education.

Translation Style and Approach
Burton Raffel’s translation of Beowulf is characterized by its
straightforward, vigorous language that captures the energy and drama of the
original epic. Raffel chose to maintain the poem’s alliterative tradition, a
hallmark of Old English poetry, while adapting it to contemporary English
syntax and vocabulary.

This method allows readers to appreciate the oral and performative qualities
of Beowulf. Raffel’s attention to rhythm and sound patterns helps preserve
the poem’s musicality, which is often lost in more literal translations.

Key Characteristics of Raffel’s Translation

Faithfulness to original meaning: Raffel balances accuracy with



readability, avoiding overly archaic language.

Poetic fluency: The translation reads smoothly, making it accessible to
a wide audience.

Use of alliteration: Retains the alliterative style, enhancing the
epic’s traditional feel.

Clarity of narrative: The storyline is clearly conveyed, supporting
comprehension.

Publication History and Editions
The first edition of Burton Raffel’s Beowulf translation was published in
1963. Since then, multiple editions have been released, many through Signet
Classics. These editions have gone through various print runs and formats,
including paperback and hardcover versions, as well as digital editions.

The accessibility of these editions has helped Raffel’s translation maintain
a prominent position in the canon of Beowulf translations. The publisher’s
ongoing commitment to reprinting and updating the edition ensures that it
remains in circulation and relevant to contemporary readers.

Notable Editions

1963: First publication of Raffel’s translation

Signet Classics editions with comprehensive introductions and notes

Recent digital editions offering wider accessibility

Impact and Reception in Academia and Beyond
Burton Raffel’s Beowulf has been widely adopted in academic settings due to
its clarity and faithfulness to the original text. Professors often select
this edition for undergraduate courses because it bridges the gap between
scholarly rigor and reader-friendly prose.

Beyond academia, Raffel’s translation has influenced popular understandings
of Beowulf by making the text approachable for general readers. Its presence
in libraries, bookstores, and classrooms attests to the successful
collaboration between Raffel and the publisher in bringing this important
work to a broad audience.



Critical Acclaim

Praised for balancing poetic form and readability

Recognized for educational utility with supporting materials

Valued for preserving the epic’s narrative power

Features and Supplementary Materials
The editions of Beowulf published under the burton raffel beowulf publisher
often include valuable supplementary materials that enrich the reader’s
experience. These features support a deeper understanding of the poem’s
linguistic, cultural, and historical dimensions.

Such materials are essential for students and readers who may be unfamiliar
with the Old English context or the conventions of epic poetry.

Common Supplementary Features

Detailed introductions covering the poem’s origin and significance

Glossaries explaining archaic and obscure terms

Notes on textual variants and translation choices

Bibliographies for further reading and research

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Burton Raffel in relation to Beowulf?
Burton Raffel is a renowned translator known for his modern English
translation of the Old English epic poem Beowulf.

Which publisher released Burton Raffel's translation
of Beowulf?
Burton Raffel's translation of Beowulf has been published by various
publishers, including Signet Classics and Dover Publications.



What makes Burton Raffel's translation of Beowulf
popular?
Burton Raffel's translation is popular for its accessibility, poetic style,
and ability to capture the original's tone, making it widely used in academic
and literary settings.

Is Burton Raffel's Beowulf translation available in
paperback?
Yes, Burton Raffel's translation of Beowulf is available in paperback
editions from publishers like Signet Classics, making it affordable and easy
to find.

When was Burton Raffel's Beowulf translation first
published?
Burton Raffel's translation of Beowulf was first published in 1963, and it
has since become one of the most respected versions in modern English.

Where can I buy Burton Raffel's Beowulf translation?
You can buy Burton Raffel's Beowulf translation from major book retailers
such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble, or directly from publishers like Signet
Classics.

Additional Resources
1. Beowulf: A New Verse Translation by Burton Raffel
This edition of Beowulf, translated by Burton Raffel, offers a vivid and
accessible version of the Old English epic. Raffel's poetic style captures
the grandeur and drama of the original text while making it approachable for
modern readers. The book often includes helpful introductions and notes that
provide historical and literary context. It is widely praised for its balance
between fidelity to the source and readability. Typically published by Signet
Classics, this edition is popular in academic and casual settings alike.

2. Beowulf: The Epic Poem and Its Tradition
This book explores the historical background and literary tradition of
Beowulf, often referencing Burton Raffel’s translation as a key text. It
delves into the Anglo-Saxon culture and mythology that shaped the poem and
discusses various interpretations over time. Readers interested in the
origins and significance of Beowulf will find this work illuminating.

3. Understanding Beowulf: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and
Historical Documents
This casebook compiles critical essays, historical documents, and various



translations, including excerpts from Burton Raffel’s version of Beowulf. It
is designed to help students grasp the complexities of the poem’s themes,
language, and historical context. The book serves as a comprehensive
companion for those studying Beowulf in depth.

4. The Cambridge Companion to Old English Literature
While not solely focused on Beowulf, this companion includes detailed
discussions of the poem and its translations, including Burton Raffel’s work.
It provides critical essays on Old English literature’s themes, forms, and
cultural background. This volume is essential for readers seeking a broader
understanding of the literary environment in which Beowulf was created and
translated.

5. Beowulf and the Idea of Tradition
This scholarly book examines how Beowulf has been transmitted and interpreted
across centuries, spotlighting various translations like Burton Raffel’s. It
investigates the poem’s role in literary tradition and how translators
influence the reception of ancient texts. The work is valuable for readers
interested in translation theory and literary history.

6. Heroic Identity in the World of Beowulf
Focusing on the concept of heroism in Beowulf, this book references Burton
Raffel’s translation to illustrate key narrative elements. It analyzes the
cultural values and character portrayals that define the heroic ideal in the
poem. The text is useful for readers exploring the psychological and societal
aspects of Beowulf’s characters.

7. Beowulf: An Illustrated Edition
This edition pairs Burton Raffel’s translation with rich illustrations that
bring the story to life visually. It is designed for both younger readers and
adults who appreciate a more immersive reading experience. The artwork
complements the text, enhancing understanding and enjoyment of the epic.

8. Old English Literature: A Guide to Criticism with Selected Readings
This guide includes critical essays and selected readings of Old English
works, featuring Burton Raffel’s Beowulf translation. It offers insights into
literary criticism methods applicable to Beowulf and other contemporaneous
texts. The book is a helpful tool for students and scholars engaging with Old
English literature academically.

9. Beowulf and Other Old English Poems
Often published by the same houses that release Burton Raffel’s works, this
collection includes Beowulf alongside other significant Old English poems. It
provides readers with a broader spectrum of Anglo-Saxon poetry, accompanied
by modern translations and notes. The collection helps contextualize Beowulf
within its literary tradition.
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  burton raffel beowulf publisher: Beowulf - Second Edition Anonymous, 2012-10-25 R.M.
Liuzza’s translation of Beowulf, first published by Broadview in 1999, has been widely praised for its
accuracy and beauty. The translation is accompanied in this edition by genealogical charts, historical
summaries, and a glossary of proper names. Historical appendices include related legends, stories,
and religious writings from both Christian and Anglo-Saxon traditions. These texts help readers to
see Beowulf as an exploration of the politics of kingship and the psychology of heroism, and as an
early English meditation on the bridges and chasms between the pagan past and the Christian
present. Appendices also include a generous sample of other modern translations of Beowulf,
shedding light on the process of translating the poem. This new edition features an updated
introduction and an expanded section of material on Christianity and paganism.
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: Beowulf Roy Liuzza, 1999-12-06 The classic story of Beowulf,
hero and dragon-slayer, appears here in a new translation accompanied by genealogical charts,
historical summaries, and a glossary of proper names. These and other documents sketching some of
the cultural forces behind the poem's final creation will help readers see Beowulf as an exploration
of the politics of kingship and the psychology of heroism, and as an early English meditation on the
bridges and chasms between the pagan past and the Christian present. A generous sample of other
modern versions of Beowulf sheds light on the process of translating the poem.
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: Translating Beowulf: Modern Versions in English Verse
Hugh Magennis, 2015 Translations of the Old English poem 'Beowulf' proliferate, and their number
continues to grow. Focussing on the particularly rich period since 1950, this book presents a critical
account of translations in English verse, setting them in the contexts both of the larger story of
recovery and reception of the poem and perceptions of it.
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: Beowulf: Facing Page Translation - Second Edition
Anonymous, 2012-10-25 R.M. Liuzza’s translation of Beowulf, first published by Broadview in 1999,
has been widely praised for its accuracy and beauty. The facing-page translation is accompanied in
this edition by genealogical charts, historical summaries, and a glossary of proper names. Historical
appendices include related legends, stories, and religious writings from both Christian and
Anglo-Saxon traditions. These texts help readers to see Beowulf as an exploration of the politics of
kingship and the psychology of heroism, and as an early English meditation on the bridges and
chasms between the pagan past and the Christian present. Appendices also include a generous
sample of other modern translations of Beowulf, shedding light on the process of translating the
poem. This new edition features an updated introduction and an expanded section of material on
Christianity and paganism.
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: When Dragons War Susan E. Erikson, 2018-09-25 As
Christ-followers, we are at war. Paul tells us in Ephesians that we are not at war with flesh and
blood, but against darkness and spiritual forces of evil; i.e., The Dragon. This war is a daily battle of
competition for our hearts, and these battles can be overwhelming, testing spiritual equilibrium and
straining hope. Be encouraged. We are never alone. Your battles (and mine) belong to God. When
life is tough, God is even more powerful. He is our shield and protector. He is in the trenches with us
every second of every day, equipping us and carrying us through to ultimate victory. So, beware of
dragons. But more importantly, be aware of Christ. Lean on him. Come learn of his faithfulness and
his power to meet you when and where you need him most. As you read When Dragons War, find
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assurance in God's word. Find hope. He will never let you go.
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: Beowulf in Comic Books and Graphic Novels Richard Scott
Nokes, 2023-03-10 The legendary story of Beowulf comes to us in only one medieval manuscript with
no illustrations. Modern comic book and graphic novel artists have created visual interpretations of
Beowulf for decades, both illustrating and altering the classic story to pull out new themes. This
book examines the growing canon of Beowulf comic books and graphic novels since the 1940s, and
shows the remarkable emergence of new traditions--from re-envisioning the medieval look, to
creating new plotlines, and even to transforming his identity. While placing Beowulf in a fantastical
medieval setting, a techno-dystopia of the future, or modern-day America, artists have appropriated
the tale to comment on social issues such as war, environmental issues, masculinity, and
consumerism. Whether Beowulf is fighting new monsters or allying with popular comic book
superheroes, these artists are creating a new canon of illustration that redefines Beowulf's place in
our culture.
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: Beowulf (MAXNotes Literature Guides) Gail Rae, 2013-01-01
REA's MAXnotes for The Beowulf Poet's Beowulf MAXnotes offer a fresh look at masterpieces of
literature, presented in a lively and interesting fashion. Written by literary experts who currently
teach the subject, MAXnotes will enhance your understanding and enjoyment of the work. MAXnotes
are designed to stimulate independent thought about the literary work by raising various issues and
thought-provoking ideas and questions. MAXnotes cover the essentials of what one should know
about each work, including an overall summary, character lists, an explanation and discussion of the
plot, the work's historical context, illustrations to convey the mood of the work, and a biography of
the author. Each chapter is individually summarized and analyzed, and has study questions and
answers.
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: News of the Universe Robert Bly, 2015-09-01 Acclaimed
poet and translator Robert Bly here assembles a unique cross–cultural anthology that illuminates the
idea of a larger–than–human consciousness operating in the universe. The book's 150 poems come
from around the world and many eras: from the ecstatic Sufi poet Rumi to contemporary voices like
Kenneth Rexroth, Denise Levertov, Charles Simic, and Mary Oliver. Brilliant introductory essays
trace our shifting attitudes toward the natural world, from the old position of dominating or
denigrating nature, to the growing sympathy expressed by the Romantics and American poets like
Whitman and Dickinson. Bly's translations of Neruda, Rilke, and others, along with superb examples
of non–Western verse such as Eskimo and Zuni songs, complete this important, provocative
anthology.
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: Be Brave J. M. Farkas, 2018-04-03 Beowulf via blackout
poetry. “Uses the classic text . . . to create a new work focused on the resilience, strength, and
bravery of women.” —Read Poetry A former high school English teacher, Farkas transforms Beowulf
into a poetic pep talk and feisty guide for the brokenhearted that is both irreverent and moving.
Anyone who has been devastated by love will appreciate the blackened pages of this bold, youthful,
and empowering twist on the ancient epic. “If every woman who reads this book doesn’t both cry at
having been struck so precisely at her core of connectedness and feel like she can take on the world
all by herself, then she may not yet be ready to unleash the power this kind of writing holds . . . This
is a beautiful book. It is a warrior’s journey and a gift. A work that, at any low point in a woman’s
life, she should take as her tonic, and for women enjoying a peak in life, to use as their battle cry to
enter daily challenges. A rallying cry and a comfort all in one. If this is just the first in a series by
Farkas, then we all have much to look forward to.” —NewPages.com “Filled with such empowering
pieces . . . J.M. Farkas is a genius and I couldn’t have wished for a better first erasure.” —Bookish
Sisters
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: American Book Publishing Record , 2007
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: Beowulf Matthew Hutchinson, 2020-03-02 Out from
marshes, beneath misty tors, Grendel came skulking, God’s wrath upon him. The terrible ravager
intended to steal man-pieces in that mighty house. He moved in darkness toward the drinking-hall ...



Before Game of Thrones, The Lord of the Rings, and Wagner’s Ring Cycle, there was Beowulf, the
original high-fantasy epic tale of heroes, monsters, dragons, and political upheaval. In a new
rendition of the Old English poem, Matthew Hutchinson shares a fresh and stirring adaption
intended for anyone who loves bloody tales of adventure and courage. By preserving the rhythmic
dynamism of the original language and combining the swashbuckling verve of the hero’s dual quests
to save a kingdom and slay a dragon, Hutchinson provides energetic insight into this classic piece of
English literature. Included are some thoughts on translating Beowulf, reflections on names
mentioned in the poem, genealogical charts, and a list of suggested reading. Whether you are new to
the poem or an avid Beowulfian, you are sure to find pleasure in this moving translation, which
combines the rugged alliterative measure of the original with the directness and accessibility of
modern English.
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: Beowulf: A Poetic Translation for Pagans Robert Nelson,
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: The Publishers Weekly , 1972
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: The Heart Aroused David Whyte, 2007-12-18 “With this
insightful book, David Whyte offers people in corporate life an opportunity to reach into the
forgotten and ignored creative life (their own and the corporation’s) and literally water their souls
with it. The result is a very well written book that can truly heal.”—Clarissa Pinkola Estés, PH.D.,
author of Women Who Run With the Wolves and The Gift of Story Find professional and personal
fulfilment through the poetry of both classic and modern masters—now revised and updated Has
your work lost its meaning? Have you forgotten the goals you hoped to achieve when you began your
career? Are you afraid of pursuing your dreams? In The Heart Aroused, David Whyte brings his
unique perspective as poet and consultant to the workplace, showing readers how fulfilling work can
be when they face their fears and follow their dreams. Going beneath the surface concerns about
products and profits, organization and order, Whyte addresses the needs of the heart and soul, and
the fears and desires that many workers keep hidden. At a time when corporations are calling on
employees for more creativity, dedication, and adaptability, and workers are trying desperately to
balance home and work, this revised edition of The Heart Aroused is the essential guide to
reinvigorating the soul.
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: Beowulf as Children’s Literature Bruce Gilchrist, Britt
Mize, 2021-10-01 The single largest category of Beowulf representation and adaptation, outside of
direct translation of the poem, is children’s literature. Over the past century and a half, more than
150 new versions of Beowulf directed to child and teen audiences have appeared, in English and in
many other languages. In this collection of original essays, Bruce Gilchrist and Britt Mize examine
the history and processes of remaking Beowulf for young readers. Inventive in their manipulations of
story, tone, and genre, these adaptations require their authors to make countless decisions about
what to include, exclude, emphasize, de-emphasize, and adjust. This volume considers the many
forms of children’s literature, focusing primarily on picture books, illustrated storybooks, and youth
novels, but taking account also of curricular aids, illustrated full translations of the poem, and songs.
Contributors address issues of gender, historical context, war and violence, techniques of narration,
education, and nationalism, investigating both the historical and theoretical dimensions of bringing
Beowulf to child audiences.
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: The Publishers' Trade List Annual , 1983
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: Beowulf in Contemporary Culture David Clark, 2019-11-29
This collection explores Beowulf’s extensive impact on contemporary culture across a wide range of
forms. The last 15 years have seen an intensification of scholarly interest in medievalism and
reimaginings of the Middle Ages. However, in spite of the growing prominence of medievalism both
in academic discourse and popular culture—and in spite of the position Beowulf itself holds in both
areas—no study such as this has yet been undertaken. Beowulf in Contemporary Culture therefore
makes a significant contribution both to early medieval studies and to our understanding of
Beowulf’s continuing cultural impact. It should inspire further research into this topic and
medievalist responses to other aspects of early medieval culture. Topics covered here range from



film and television to video games, graphic novels, children’s literature, translations, and versions,
along with original responses published here for the first time. The collection not only provides an
overview of the positions Beowulf holds in the contemporary imagination, but also demonstrates the
range of avenues yet to be explored, or even fully acknowledged, in the study of medievalism.
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: The Road Goes Ever On and On Jeb Smith, 2023-04-12
Engrossing...Tolkien's principles--patriotism, Medievalism, localism, Catholicism--are certainly out of
fashion today. And yet they're the foundation for all his books, which have sold hundreds of millions
of copies. Mr. Smith does a wonderful job of explaining why modern readers are so enthralled by
Tolkien's reactionary vision. Whether you're a casual Lord of the Rings fan or a serious Tolkien
scholar, every page of Mr. Smith's book will delight and fascinate. And if anyone ever tells you that
fairy-tales are only for children, hand him this book. Tolkien ought to be regarded as one of the great
social critics of our time, as Mr. Smith so masterfully demonstrates. -Michael Warren Davis is an
editor for Sophia Institute Press and the author of The Reactionary Mind: Why Conservative Isn't
Enough. You can find him on his blog, The Common Man. As the popularity of Tolkien's work
continues to endure, the importance of Jeb Smith's work continues to grow. This is because of a
prolonged siege against Tolkien's work: the attempt to dislodge it from its Christian and Biblical
foundations. Jeb Smith's insights are immensely helpful to this and future generations of Tolkien
admirers. Scott L. Smith, author of Lord of the Rings and the Eucharist J.R.R. Tolkien's Middle-earth
has captured the imaginations of millions of readers around the world for generations. He is
considered the father of modern fantasy, but few understand how Tolkien's worldview impacted his
mythology. The Road Goes Ever On and On is the first book of its kind to place Tolkien within his
proper context, giving the reader a deeper understanding of Tolkien and Middle-earth. Smith takes
us on a quest through a wide range of Tolkien's writings to unlock Tolkien's perspective--a
perspective that, like the elves who have sailed into the West leaving Middle-earth, has faded away
from our world. You will gain an in-depth knowledge of Tolkien's views on politics,
environmentalism, religion, and much more. From the Valar to Hobbits, the free peoples closely
follow Tolkien's sentiments. In contrast, forces under the Shadow represent what Tolkien believed
was immoral. Covering a wide range of topics, The Road Goes Ever On and On is filled with
breathtaking illustrations bringing Middle-earth to life like never before, making this the 'one book
to rule them all.'
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: Beowulf Paul D. Storrie, 2017-01-01 Beowulf is a brave and
mighty warrior, known to have the strength of thirty men. At home in Geatland, Beowulf hears about
the terrible troubles of his father's friend, Hrothgar, the king of the Danes. Hrothgar's land is
plagued by Grendel, a vicious monster who attacks the Danes by night. Beowulf sets sail to aid
Hrothgar and the Danes. But is Beowulf strong enough to slay the monstrous Grendel? And even if
he succeeds, what other dangers lie ahead for the warrior-hero?
  burton raffel beowulf publisher: Translators on Translation Kelly Washbourne, 2024-12-13
This is a book in pursuit of translators’ philosophies or personal theories of translation. From
Vladimir Nabokov and William Carlos Williams to Ursula K. Le Guin and Langston Hughes,
Translators on Translation coaxes each subject’s reflections on their art, their particular view of
translation, and how they carry out their specific form of translation. The translators’ intellectual
biographies expand our understanding of their views, often in their own words, on the aesthetic,
political, and philosophical nature of translation; lend insight into their translation decision-making
on specific works; afford critical summaries and contextualizations of their key theoretical and
theoretico-practical works; unearth their figurative conceptualizations of translation; and construct
their subject identities. As a person’s body of work can be diffuse, scattered, fragmentary, and
contradictory, inner lives have to be constructed and reconstructed. Through a recovery and
narrativizing of their writing and speaking on translation, their interviews, paratextual commentary,
letters, lecture notes, and even fiction and poetry, these late twentieth-century subjects answer the
question, What is translation to you? The book is supported by additional translators’ profiles and
selected translations on the Routledge Translation Studies portal. Translators on Translation is key



reading for courses on translation practice, translation history, translation theory, and creative
writing courses that engage in translation while also being vital reading for practicing literary
translators.
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