
biliteracy from the start escamilla
biliteracy from the start escamilla represents a significant approach in bilingual education,
emphasizing early development of literacy skills in two languages simultaneously. This method,
rooted in the work of leading educators like Ofelia García and Jim Cummins and expanded by
researchers such as Escamilla, focuses on fostering academic success and cognitive advantages by
promoting biliteracy from the earliest stages of education. The concept is particularly relevant in
diverse classrooms where students speak multiple languages, highlighting the importance of
systematic instruction that supports both languages. This article explores the foundational principles
behind biliteracy from the start Escamilla, its implementation strategies, and its impact on student
achievement. Additionally, it delves into the challenges and best practices associated with biliteracy
development to provide a comprehensive understanding of this educational framework.
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Understanding Biliteracy from the Start Escamilla
Biliteracy from the start Escamilla emphasizes the simultaneous development of literacy skills in two
languages from the earliest stages of education. This approach is grounded in research that
demonstrates the cognitive and academic benefits of bilingualism and biliteracy. Escamilla’s work
highlights the importance of validating students’ home languages while providing rigorous
instruction in both languages to build strong literacy foundations. The model advocates for
integrating language, literacy, and content instruction to ensure that learners become proficient and
confident readers and writers in both languages.

Theoretical Foundations
The biliteracy from the start framework draws heavily on sociocultural theories of language
learning, which recognize the social context of language acquisition. Escamilla’s research builds on
Cummins’ interdependence hypothesis, which suggests that proficiency in a first language can
transfer and support literacy development in a second language. This theoretical underpinning
stresses that literacy skills are not isolated by language but are interconnected, encouraging
instructional practices that leverage students’ existing language knowledge.



Defining Biliteracy
Biliteracy refers to the ability to read and write proficiently in two languages. In the context of
biliteracy from the start Escamilla, it specifically means developing these skills concurrently rather
than sequentially. This dual literacy development is essential in creating bilingual individuals who
can successfully navigate academic and social environments in both languages.

Key Components of Biliteracy Instruction
Effective biliteracy instruction incorporates several critical components designed to support
learners’ language and literacy development in both their languages. Escamilla’s framework outlines
these essential elements to guide educators in implementing comprehensive biliteracy programs.

Language Development
Language development is foundational to biliteracy, focusing on oral language proficiency as a
precursor to reading and writing skills. Instruction must nurture vocabulary growth, syntax
understanding, and communicative competence in both languages to build a robust linguistic base.

Literacy Skills
Literacy skills in biliteracy programs include phonemic awareness, decoding, comprehension, and
writing abilities. Instructional strategies must address these skills in each language while
highlighting their transferable nature to reinforce overall literacy acquisition.

Cultural Relevance
Incorporating students’ cultural backgrounds into biliteracy instruction enhances engagement and
validates their identities. Escamilla emphasizes culturally responsive teaching practices that connect
literacy learning to students’ experiences and community languages.

Collaborative Learning
Collaborative learning environments encourage peer interaction in both languages, fostering
language use and literacy practice. Group activities and cooperative projects provide meaningful
contexts for students to apply and deepen their biliteracy skills.

Oral language proficiency in both languages

Explicit reading and writing instruction

Culturally responsive teaching materials



Interactive and collaborative classroom activities

Benefits of Early Biliteracy Development
Research supports numerous cognitive, academic, and social benefits associated with early
biliteracy development as advocated by Escamilla’s approach. These advantages make a compelling
case for implementing biliteracy from the start in diverse educational settings.

Cognitive Advantages
Students who develop biliteracy early often demonstrate enhanced executive functioning, including
improved attention control, problem-solving skills, and mental flexibility. These cognitive benefits
contribute to overall academic success.

Academic Achievement
Biliterate students tend to perform better on standardized assessments and classroom tasks due to
their expanded vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writing proficiency across languages.
Biliteracy supports content learning and critical thinking skills.

Social and Cultural Competence
Early biliteracy fosters a positive self-identity and appreciation for cultural diversity. It equips
students with the ability to navigate multicultural environments and communicate effectively with a
broader range of people.

Strategies for Effective Implementation
Implementing biliteracy from the start Escamilla requires intentional planning, professional
development, and resource allocation. The following strategies have been identified as effective in
promoting successful biliteracy instruction.

Integrated Curriculum Design
A well-designed curriculum integrates language and literacy objectives across content areas in both
languages. This alignment ensures that students receive consistent and meaningful opportunities to
develop biliteracy.



Teacher Training and Support
Professional development focused on biliteracy pedagogy equips educators with the knowledge and
skills needed to deliver high-quality instruction. Ongoing coaching and collaboration further enhance
instructional effectiveness.

Family and Community Engagement
Engaging families and communities in the biliteracy process reinforces language use outside of
school and supports cultural connections. Schools can provide resources and activities that
encourage home language maintenance and literacy practice.

Use of Authentic Materials
Incorporating authentic texts and multimedia resources in both languages enriches the learning
experience. Materials should reflect students’ cultural backgrounds and interests to increase
relevance and motivation.

Develop a bilingual curriculum that interrelates language and content objectives.1.

Provide ongoing professional development for educators.2.

Encourage active family involvement in literacy activities.3.

Utilize culturally relevant and authentic instructional materials.4.

Challenges and Solutions in Biliteracy Education
Despite its benefits, biliteracy from the start Escamilla presents challenges that educators and
administrators must address to ensure program success. Identifying these obstacles and applying
targeted solutions is critical.

Limited Resources
Schools often face shortages of bilingual instructional materials and qualified teachers. Solutions
include investing in resource development, leveraging community partnerships, and utilizing digital
tools to supplement materials.

Language Dominance Issues
Students may exhibit stronger skills in one language, risking imbalance in biliteracy development.
Differentiated instruction and targeted support can help address language dominance and promote



balanced proficiency.

Assessment Complexities
Measuring biliteracy growth requires assessments that accurately capture skills in both languages.
Utilizing bilingual assessments and formative evaluations ensures a comprehensive understanding of
student progress.

Equity and Access
Ensuring equitable access to biliteracy programs for all students is essential. Advocacy for policy
support, funding, and inclusive program design helps overcome disparities in educational
opportunities.

Invest in bilingual teaching resources and training.

Implement balanced language instruction tailored to student needs.

Use comprehensive assessments in both languages.

Promote policies that support equitable biliteracy access.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Biliteracy from the Start' by
Escamilla?
The main focus of 'Biliteracy from the Start' by Escamilla is to provide educators with strategies and
frameworks to develop biliteracy skills in young learners, supporting simultaneous literacy
development in two languages from the early stages of education.

How does Escamilla suggest teachers approach biliteracy
instruction?
Escamilla suggests that teachers use integrated, culturally responsive instructional practices that
promote reading and writing in both languages, emphasizing the importance of valuing students'
home languages and creating meaningful, context-rich learning experiences.

What are some key benefits of biliteracy according to



Escamilla's work?
According to Escamilla, key benefits of biliteracy include enhanced cognitive flexibility, improved
academic achievement, greater cultural awareness, and expanded communication skills, which
collectively support students' personal and academic growth.

How does 'Biliteracy from the Start' address challenges faced
by dual language learners?
The book addresses challenges by offering practical strategies to scaffold instruction, differentiate
learning, and engage families, while also advocating for systemic support to ensure equitable access
to biliteracy development for dual language learners.

Can 'Biliteracy from the Start' be applied to different language
combinations and educational settings?
Yes, 'Biliteracy from the Start' provides adaptable frameworks and instructional approaches that can
be tailored to various language pairs and diverse educational contexts, making it a valuable resource
for educators working with bilingual students worldwide.

Additional Resources
1. Biliteracy from the Start: Literacy Squared in Action
This foundational book by Ofelia García and Lesley Bartlett Escamilla explores the Biliteracy from
the Start approach, emphasizing the simultaneous development of two languages from the early
stages of education. It provides practical strategies for educators to promote biliteracy in dual
language classrooms. The book highlights the cognitive, social, and academic benefits of biliteracy
for young learners.

2. Biliteracy from the Start: Designing Dual Language Programs
This volume focuses on the structural and curricular design necessary to implement effective dual
language programs. Escamilla and colleagues detail how to create supportive learning environments
that foster literacy in two languages. The book serves as a guide for administrators and teachers
aiming to develop sustainable biliteracy programs.

3. Biliteracy from the Start: Teacher Practices and Student Outcomes
This text examines classroom practices that support biliteracy development and their impact on
student achievement. Escamilla presents research-based methods for instruction that engage
students in meaningful literacy experiences in both languages. The book also discusses assessment
strategies to monitor biliteracy progress.

4. Biliteracy from the Start: Supporting English Language Learners
This book addresses the unique needs of English Language Learners (ELLs) within biliteracy
frameworks. Escamilla provides insights into culturally responsive teaching and scaffolding
techniques to help ELLs thrive academically. It emphasizes the importance of valuing students’
home languages in literacy development.

5. Biliteracy from the Start: Family and Community Engagement



Recognizing the role of families and communities in biliteracy, this book offers strategies to involve
parents and community members in the educational process. Escamilla discusses how to build
partnerships that reinforce biliteracy learning outside the classroom. The text highlights successful
case studies that demonstrate collaborative support systems.

6. Biliteracy from the Start: Early Childhood Education
Focusing on the early years, this book explores how to nurture biliteracy from preschool onwards.
Escamilla details developmentally appropriate practices that foster language and literacy skills in
young children. The book underscores the importance of early intervention and rich language
environments.

7. Biliteracy from the Start: Curriculum Development and Instructional Materials
This resource provides guidance on creating and selecting curriculum materials that promote
biliteracy. Escamilla discusses the integration of culturally relevant texts and bilingual resources to
engage students. The book also covers adapting instruction to meet diverse learner needs in dual
language settings.

8. Biliteracy from the Start: Assessment and Accountability
Escamilla examines various assessment tools and methods used to evaluate biliteracy progress. This
book offers frameworks for authentic and equitable assessment practices that reflect students’
bilingual abilities. It also addresses accountability measures within biliteracy programs.

9. Biliteracy from the Start: Professional Development for Educators
This volume highlights the importance of ongoing professional learning for teachers in biliteracy
contexts. Escamilla provides models for effective training and support that enhance educators’ skills
in bilingual instruction. The book emphasizes collaboration and reflective practice as key
components of professional growth.

Biliteracy From The Start Escamilla
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  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Biliteracy from the Start Kathy Escamilla, 2014
Biliteracy from the Start: Literacy Squared in Action shows bilingual education teachers,
administrators, and leadership teams how to plan, implement, monitor, and strengthen biliteracy
instruction that builds on students' linguistic resources in two languages, beginning in kindergarten.
Escamilla and her team present a holistic biliteracy framework that is at the heart of their
action-oriented Literacy Squared school-based project. Teachers learn to develop holistic biliteracy
instruction units, lesson plans, and assessments that place Spanish and English side by side.
Educators also learn to teach to students' potential within empirically based, scaffolded, biliteracy
zones and to support emerging bilinguals' trajectories toward biliteracy. Foreword by Ofelia García.
Special Features Key terms and/or guiding questions introduce every chapter. Sample instruction
units, lesson plans, student writing in Spanish and English, and paired writing rubrics make chapter
content accessible and practical. Empirical evidence of students' reading and writing development in
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Spanish and English grounds presentation of trajectories toward biliteracy and scaffolded biliteracy
zones. Questions for reflection and action at the end of each chapter help biliteracy educators apply
key concepts to their local district and school context.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Children in Immigrant Families Becoming Literate
Catherine Compton-Lilly, Stephanie Shedrow, Dana Hagerman, Laura Hamman-Ortiz, Yao-Kai Chi,
Jieun Kim, Sun Young Lee, Kristin Papoi, Erin Quast, Brooke Ward Taira, Bingjie Zheng, 2022-05-05
This original book offers a meaningful window into the lived experiences of children from immigrant
families, providing a holistic, profound portrait of their literacy practices as situated within social,
cultural, and political frames. Drawing on reports from five years of an ongoing longitudinal
research project involving students from immigrant families across their elementary school years,
each chapter explores a unique set of questions about the students’ experiences and offers a rich
data set of observations, interviews, and student-created artifacts. Authors apply different
sociocultural, sociomaterial, and sociopolitical frameworks to better understand the dimensions of
the children’s experiences. The multitude of approaches applied demonstrates how viewing the same
data through distinct lenses is a powerful way to uncover the differences and comparative uses of
these theories. Through such varied lenses, it becomes apparent how the complexities of lived
experiences inform and improve our understanding of teaching and learning, and how our
understanding of multifaceted literacy practices affects students’ social worlds and identities.
Children in Immigrant Families Becoming Literate is a much-needed resource for scholars,
professors, researchers, and graduate students in language and literacy education, English
education, and teacher education.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Research on Preparing Inservice Teachers to Work
Effectively with Emergent Bilinguals Yvonne S. Freeman, David E. Freeman, 2015-02-04 This volume
includes chapters from educators across the U.S. who are preparing inservice teachers to work with
emergent bilingual students in classrooms.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Collaboration and Co-Teaching for Dual Language
Learners Joan Lachance, Andrea Honigsfeld, 2022-11-30 This guide features a dual language
adaptation of a widely used, evidence-based framework, seven proven co-teaching models, and tools
for collaborative curriculum alignment and implementation.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Handbook of Research on the Education of Young
Children Olivia N. Saracho, 2019-10-30 The Handbook of Research on the Education of Young
Children is the essential reference on research on early childhood education throughout the world.
This outstanding resource provides a comprehensive research overview of important contemporary
issues as well as the information necessary to make knowledgeable judgments about these issues.
Now in its fourth edition, this handbook features all new sections on social emotional learning,
non-cognitive assessment, child development, early childhood education, content areas, teacher
preparation, technology, multimedia, and English language learners. With thorough updates to
chapters and references, this new edition remains the cutting-edge resource for making the field’s
extensive knowledge base readily available and accessible to researchers and educators. It is a
valuable resource for all of those who work and study in the field of early childhood education
including researchers, educators, policy makers, librarians, and school administrators. This volume
addresses critical, up-to-date research on several disciplines such as child development, early
childhood education, psychology, curriculum, teacher preparation, policy, evaluation strategies,
technology, and multimedia exposure.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Translanguaging and Transformative Teaching for
Emergent Bilingual Students City University of New York-New York State Initiative on Emergent
Bilinguals, 2020-11-26 A critical and accessible text, this book provides a foundation for
translanguaging theory and practice with educating emergent bilingual students. The product of the
internationally renowned and trailblazing City University of New York-New York State Initiative on
Emergent Bilinguals (CUNY-NYSIEB), this book draws on a common vision of translanguaging to
present different perspectives of its practice and outcomes in real schools. It tells the story of the



collaborative project’s positive impact on instruction and assessment in different contexts, and
explores the potential for transformation in teacher education. Acknowledging oppressive traditions
and obstacles facing language minoritized students, this book provides a pathway for combatting
racism, monolingualism, classism and colonialism in the classroom and offers narratives, strategies
and pedagogical practices to liberate and engage emergent bilingual students. This book is an
essential text for all teacher educators, researchers, scholars, and students in TESOL and bilingual
education, as well as educators working with language minoritized students.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Bilingual Special Education for the 21st Century: A
New Interface Colόn, Gliset, Alsace, Tamara O., 2022-05-13 Bilingual students with disabilities
have an established right to be educated in their most proficient language. However, in practice,
many culturally and linguistically diverse students still do not receive the quality of education that
they are promised and deserve. Multilingual learners with disabilities must be acknowledged for the
assets they bring and engaged in classroom learning that is rigorous and relevant. Bilingual Special
Education for the 21st Century: A New Interface addresses the complex intersection of bilingual
education and special education with the overlay of culturally and linguistically sustaining practices.
This work provides practical solutions to current dilemmas and challenges today’s educators of
multilingual learners with disabilities face in the classroom. Covering topics such as dual language
education, identification practices, and transition planning, this book is an essential resource for
special education experts, faculty and administration of both K-12 and higher education, pre-service
teachers, researchers, and academicians.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Best Practices in Literacy Instruction, Sixth Edition
Lesley Mandel Morrow, Linda B. Gambrell, 2018-11-23 Many tens of thousands of preservice and
inservice teachers have relied on this highly regarded text from leading experts, now in a revised
and updated sixth edition. The latest knowledge about literacy teaching and learning is distilled into
flexible strategies for helping all PreK-12 learners succeed. The book addresses major components
of literacy, the needs of specific populations, motivation, assessment, approaches to organizing
instruction, and more. Each chapter features bulleted previews of key points; reviews of the
research evidence; recommendations for best practices in action, including examples from
exemplary classrooms; and engagement activities that help teachers apply the knowledge and
strategies they have learned. New to This Edition *Incorporates the latest research findings and
instructional practices. *Chapters on new topics: developmental word study and the physiological,
emotional, and behavioral foundations of literacy learning. *Chapters offering fresh, expanded
perspectives on writing and vocabulary. *Increased attention to timely issues: classroom learning
communities, teaching English learners, and the use of digital tools and multimodal texts.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Equitable Instruction for English Learners in the Content
Areas Valentina Gonzalez, 2025-02-28 In Equitable Instruction for English Learners in the Content
Areas, ESL expert Valentina Gonzalez shows you how to meet the needs of English learners in K-8
classrooms. With an emphasis on comprehensible input, the clear and accessible guidance in this
book allows teachers to maintain a high level of instruction and hold all students to high standards
while allowing English learners important opportunities to engage with key content area language
and excel at subject-specific material. Demonstrating how equity is an essential component to
teaching multilingual learners, this book includes engaging practical strategies catered to different
grade levels, and it is essential reading for every teacher who works with multilingual learners.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Intersections of Diversity, Literacy, and Learner
Difficulties Theresa Abodeeb-Gentile, Dennis A. Conrad, 2022-08-22 This book invites readers to
challenge, corroborate, and add to the discourse on more inclusive pedagogical practice. Presenting
theoretically and empirically informed research, it highlights potential considerations regarding the
intersections of diversity, literacy, and learner difficulties. These three areas provide a stage where
opposing paradigms often pose challenges for educators and create unnecessary barriers to
providing the best education for all learners. These barriers might reveal how students are
positioned through a deficit lens rather than one that recognizes individual differences and how



these learner differences sometimes result in labels or put students at increased risk of
encountering difficulties. The contributing authors’ goals are to start and sustain a conversation that
examines these perspectives and to offer counter-narratives to the deficit lens by recognizing that
individual difference does not need to be a barrier to educational access. By examining opportunities
for more inclusive educational success, this book encourages discourse among key stakeholders;
further, it goes beyond problematizing to offer new avenues for optimal learning and inclusive
pedagogy across multiple contexts.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Assessment of Plurilingual Competence and
Plurilingual Learners in Educational Settings Silvia Melo-Pfeifer, Christian Ollivier, 2023-09-27
This book addresses contemporary issues in the assessment of plurilingual competence and
plurilingual learners. Offering theoretical and practical lenses, it contributes towards an integrated
and holistic assessment of plurilingual competence and plurilingual learners. The book provides both
theoretical considerations and empirical approaches around how the specificities of plurilingual
learners can be considered when assessing their various competences. It covers topics relating to
learners in a variety of plurilingual settings: from the education of adult immigrants, assessment of
young refugees and assessment of students in school and university, to the assessment of
plurilingual competence in foreign language education. Showcasing a wide range of international
authors, the book provides cutting-edge research in the domain of multilingual foreign, second and
heritage language assessment, and assessment of content knowledge of plurilingual students. It
bridges the gap between the fields of language policies and practices, research on plurilingual
competence, and assessment in language education. Providing new insights into a crucial and
contentious issue, this volume will be an essential reading for researchers and postgraduate
students in the fields of educational language policies, applied linguistics and multilingualism, in
particular those involved in the assessment of plurilingual competence.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: The Cambridge Handbook of Bilingualism Annick De
Houwer, Lourdes Ortega, 2018-11-15 The ability to speak two or more languages is a common
human experience, whether for children born into bilingual families, young people enrolled in
foreign language classes, or mature and older adults learning and using more than one language to
meet life's needs and desires. This Handbook offers a developmentally oriented and socially
contextualized survey of research into individual bilingualism, comprising the learning, use and, as
the case may be, unlearning of two or more spoken and signed languages and language varieties. A
wide range of topics is covered, from ideologies, policy, the law, and economics, to exposure and
input, language education, measurement of bilingual abilities, attrition and forgetting, and
giftedness in bilinguals. Also explored are cross- and intra-disciplinary connections with psychology,
clinical linguistics, second language acquisition, education, cognitive science, neurolinguistics,
contact linguistics, and sign language research.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Global and Transformative Approaches Toward
Linguistic Diversity DeCapua, Sarah E., Hancı-Azizoglu, Eda Başak, 2022-06-24 A world of
diversity brings along the necessity for multilingual perspectives. People must unite and understand
each other more than ever before to overcome the challenges of miscommunication across borders.
Today’s educators aim to value linguistic diversity in their daily curriculums to encourage emotional
intelligence and empathy for new generations to alter the world into a more civilized and peaceful
setting. Global and Transformative Approaches Toward Linguistic Diversity discusses pedagogical
approaches to including linguistic diversity in a classroom setting. This book also explores questions
and critiques on linguistic diversity as well as themes and thematic questions. Covering topics such
as grammatical diversity, multilingualism, and semantic transfer, it serves as an essential resource
for pre-service teachers, policymakers, faculty and administration of both K-12 and higher
education, TESOL scholars, multilingual writers, activists, linguists, educators, researchers, and
academicians.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Art as a Way of Talking for Emergent Bilingual
Youth Berta Rosa Berriz, Amanda Claudia Wager, Vivian Maria Poey, 2018-08-06 This book features



effective artistic practices to improve literacy and language skills for emergent bilinguals in PreK-12
schools. Including insights from key voices from the field, this book highlights how artistic practices
can increase proficiency in emergent language learners and students with limited access to
academic English. Challenging current prescriptions for teaching English to language learners, the
arts-integrated framework in this book is grounded in a sense of student and teacher agency and
offers key pedagogical tools to build upon students’ sociocultural knowledge and improve language
competence and confidence. Offering rich and diverse examples of using the arts as a way of talking,
this volume invites teacher educators, teachers, artists, and researchers to reconsider how to fully
engage students in their own learning and best use the resources within their own multilingual
educational settings and communities.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Language Power Margo Gottlieb, Mariana Castro,
2017-03-14 Here, at last, is every K-8 teacher’s playbook on the critical role academic language
plays in content learning and student achievement. What exactly is so different? Margo Gottlieb and
Mariana Castro distill the complexities of language learning into four key uses through which
students can probe the interplay between language and content, then demonstrate their knowledge
and understanding. It’s as straight-forward as that.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Multilingual Perspectives on Translanguaging Jeff
MacSwan, 2022-07-13 This book brings together a broad, interdisciplinary group of leading scholars
to critically assess a recent proposal within translanguaging theory called deconstructivism: the
view that discrete or ‘named’ languages do not exist. Contributors explore important topics in
relation to the deconstructivist turn in translanguaging, including epistemology, language ideology,
bilingual linguistic competence, codeswitching, bilingual first language acquisition, the
neurolinguistics of bilingualism, the significance of language naming to Indigenous language
reclamation efforts, implications for bilingual education and language rights, and the effects of
translanguaging on immersion programs for endangered languages. Contributing authors converge
on support for a multilingual perspective on translanguaging which affirms the pedagogical and
conceptual aims of translanguaging but rejects deconstructivism. The book makes a valuable
contribution to the development of translanguaging theory and will be required reading for scholars
and students interested in one of the most vibrant and vital debates in contemporary applied
linguistics.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Inquiries Into Literacy Learning and Cultural
Competencies in a World of Borders Tonya Huber, Philip S. Roberson, 2018-04-01 The vision of this
book has been to represent the work of educators and scholars invested in moving education beyond
insular models of language study and cultural awareness to more globally representative and
inclusive interactions that range from the studied word to the lived experience, and from reading the
word to read the world (Freire & Macedo, 1987). A fundamental aspect of this vision is to recognize
the living nature of language and its intricate role in culture. Culture is mediated through language
(Hauerwas, Skawinski, & Ryan, 2017, p. 202) and the linguistic experience of difference is essential
for developing cultural competence beyond surface culture considerations. The editors of this
volume are committed to a closer bond between literacy learning and cultural competencies,
particularly when literacy practices and education are often characterized by quantifiable standards
and accountability restraints. Readers of this volume will find meaningful and practical approaches
to engage with learners from their earliest encounter with language(s), through adolescence and
adulthood, and across ever-changing local and global communities.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Learning from Emergent Bilingual Latinx Learners in
K-12 Pablo Ramirez, Christian Faltis, Ester De Jong, 2017-11-03 In this volume, scholars,
researchers, and teacher educators from across the United States present their latest findings
regarding teacher education to develop meaningful learning experiences and meet the sociocultural,
linguistic, and academic needs of Latino ELLs. The book documents how teacher education
programs guide teachers to engage in culturally and linguistically diverse academic contexts and
sheds light on the variety of research-based theoretical frameworks that inform teaching practices. A



unique contribution to the field, Learning from Emergent Bilingual Latinx Learners in K-12 provides
innovative approaches for linking Latino school communities with teachers at a time when
demographic shifts are considerably altering population trends in the K-12 educational system.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Handbook of Research on Engaging Immigrant Families
and Promoting Academic Success for English Language Learners Onchwari, Grace, Keengwe, Jared,
2019-04-26 In the past few years, there has been an influx of immigrant children into the school
system, many with a limited understanding of English. Successfully teaching these students requires
educators to understand their characteristics and to learn how to engage immigrant families to
support their children’s academic achievements. The Handbook of Research on Engaging Immigrant
Families and Promoting Academic Success for English Language Learners is a collection of
innovative research that utilizes teacher professional development models, assessment practices,
teaching strategies, and parental involvement strategies to develop ways for communities and
educators to create social and academic conditions that promote the academic success of immigrant
and English language learners. While highlighting topics including bilingual learners, family
engagement, and teacher development, this book is ideally designed for early childhood, elementary,
middle, K-12, and secondary school teachers; school administrators; faculty; academicians; and
researchers.
  biliteracy from the start escamilla: Views from Inside Joy Egbert, Gisela Ernst?Slavit,
2017-12-01 The goal of this text is to help teachers in diverse classrooms understand the importance
of students’ culture, languages, and schooling experiences to curriculum, assessment, and student
achievement. Readers will learn about aspects of specific cultures and languages that are important
to their understanding of their students, and they will discover that cultures that are often
considered similar may not be so (and why they aren't). Finally, the text focuses on how teachers can
integrate languages and cultures into classrooms and how to account for students' backgrounds and
funds of knowledge when devising tasks. The text starts with an introduction to language and
culture that presents a research?based explanation of why these concepts are important for teachers
to understand (Chapter 1). Then, the middle 28 chapters each address one country/culture. Each
chapter starts with a school scenario in the US. Part 2 of each chapter includes evidence?based
demographic and background data on the country, including historical events that may have an
impact on our students and their families. Part 3 includes a look at education, schooling, and culture,
including famous people, contributions to the world, personal characteristics, important religious
information, focal customs, and other aspects that are important to cultural insiders. Part 4 is about
language and literacy traditions and how they relate to the culture, a number of words that teachers
can learn (e.g., yes, no, thank you, please, hello), how the language is different from and similar to
English, and what those differences and similarities might mean for English language learners from
that culture. Part 5 comprises advice, resources, and ideas for teachers (for example, if it is an oral
culture, the teacher might consider working with students on oral storytelling before transitioning to
written stories, or incorporate both using technology). Each chapter also contains recommended
readings and resources and short exercises that extend the chapter information. The final chapter
presents parting notes for teachers and additional suggestions for addressing diversity.
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