
ben carson biography
ben carson biography offers a detailed exploration of the life and achievements of one of the most
prominent figures in American medicine and politics. This article covers Dr. Carson’s early life,
medical career, political endeavors, and his lasting impact on society. Known for his groundbreaking
work in pediatric neurosurgery, Ben Carson rose from humble beginnings to become a celebrated
surgeon and a public figure. His biography provides insights into his education, professional
milestones, and the values that shaped his career. Additionally, this article highlights his transition
into political roles, including his tenure as the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development. Readers
will gain a comprehensive understanding of Ben Carson’s multifaceted life, his contributions to
medicine and public service, and his enduring legacy. The following sections break down these
aspects in detail.

Early Life and Education

Medical Career and Achievements

Political Career and Public Service

Personal Life and Legacy

Early Life and Education
Ben Carson was born on September 18, 1951, in Detroit, Michigan. His upbringing in a single-parent
household posed numerous challenges, yet it also fostered a strong sense of determination and
resilience. Raised by his mother, Sonya Carson, who worked multiple jobs to support her family, Ben
developed a profound commitment to education and self-improvement. Despite facing academic
struggles during his early school years, he was motivated to excel through his mother’s
encouragement and his own perseverance.

Childhood and Family Background
Growing up in an economically disadvantaged environment, Ben Carson’s early life was marked by
hardships typical of urban America in the 1950s and 1960s. His family lived in a poor neighborhood,
and resources were limited. However, the emphasis on discipline and education was central to his
upbringing. Sonya Carson, despite having only a third-grade education, instilled in her children the
importance of reading and learning. This foundation laid the groundwork for Ben’s future academic
success.

Academic Pursuits and College Education
Ben Carson’s academic turnaround was remarkable. After overcoming early difficulties, he became an
honor student and eventually earned a scholarship to Yale University. At Yale, he majored in



psychology, demonstrating a keen interest in the workings of the human mind and behavior.
Following his undergraduate studies, Carson enrolled at the University of Michigan Medical School,
where he graduated with honors. His education at these prestigious institutions prepared him for a
highly specialized medical career.

Medical Career and Achievements
Ben Carson’s medical career is distinguished by pioneering achievements in pediatric neurosurgery.
He became internationally renowned for performing complex brain surgeries that were previously
considered impossible. His expertise and innovative techniques revolutionized the field and saved
countless lives. Carson’s reputation as a skilled surgeon and medical researcher was established
through decades of dedicated practice and groundbreaking work.

Pioneering Surgical Procedures
One of the hallmark moments in Ben Carson’s medical career was the successful separation of
conjoined twins joined at the head. This highly complex surgery took place at Johns Hopkins Hospital,
where Carson served as chief of pediatric neurosurgery. The operation required meticulous planning
and precision, and its success brought global recognition. Carson’s innovative approach to
neurosurgery included the development of new methods to treat brain tumors and epilepsy in
children.

Contributions to Medical Research and Education
Beyond his surgical accomplishments, Ben Carson contributed significantly to medical research. He
published numerous articles in scientific journals and participated in studies that advanced
understanding of neurological disorders. Additionally, Carson was committed to medical education,
mentoring young surgeons and advocating for improved healthcare access. His tenure at Johns
Hopkins was marked by leadership roles that influenced both clinical practice and academic medicine.

Key Medical Milestones

Becoming the youngest chief of pediatric neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins Hospital

Performing the first successful separation of craniopagus twins

Innovating techniques for brain tumor removal and epilepsy treatment

Receiving numerous awards recognizing his surgical excellence and humanitarian work



Political Career and Public Service
After establishing a prominent medical career, Ben Carson transitioned into the political arena. His
views on healthcare, education, and social issues garnered attention, leading to his candidacy in the
2016 Republican presidential primaries. Although unsuccessful in securing the nomination, Carson’s
campaign elevated his profile as a political figure. Subsequently, he was appointed as the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) under President Donald Trump’s administration, where he
served from 2017 to 2021.

Presidential Campaign and Political Views
Ben Carson’s 2016 presidential campaign emphasized conservative principles, including limited
government, individual responsibility, and traditional family values. His outsider status and compelling
personal story attracted a significant following. Carson advocated for reforms in education and
healthcare and was vocal about his perspectives on national security and economic policy. Though he
did not win the nomination, his campaign was notable for its grassroots support and media presence.

Role as Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
As HUD Secretary, Ben Carson focused on improving affordable housing, reducing homelessness, and
promoting community development. His tenure involved initiatives aimed at increasing
homeownership opportunities and streamlining federal housing programs. Carson’s leadership sought
to balance regulatory reform with the needs of vulnerable populations. His approach reflected his
broader philosophy of empowering individuals through opportunity and self-sufficiency.

Major Initiatives and Policies

Promoting public-private partnerships to enhance housing availability

Implementing policies to combat homelessness and support veterans

Advocating for deregulation to stimulate housing market growth

Fostering community development through targeted federal grants

Personal Life and Legacy
Ben Carson’s personal life and legacy are integral to understanding the full scope of his biography.
Beyond his professional achievements, he is known for his deep religious faith, philanthropic efforts,
and dedication to youth mentorship. Carson’s life story serves as an inspiration to many, illustrating
the power of perseverance and education. His legacy continues to influence both the medical
community and public policy.



Family and Personal Values
Ben Carson has been married to Candy Carson since 1975, and together they have three children. His
family life is characterized by strong Christian values and a commitment to service. Carson often
attributes much of his success to his faith and the support of his family. These values permeate his
public statements and have shaped his approach to both medicine and politics.

Philanthropic Activities
Throughout his career, Ben Carson has engaged in numerous philanthropic initiatives. He founded the
Carson Scholars Fund, which awards scholarships to young students excelling academically and in
community service. This organization reflects his commitment to education and youth development.
Additionally, Carson has participated in various charitable activities aimed at improving healthcare
access and supporting underserved communities.

Enduring Impact

Transforming pediatric neurosurgery through innovative surgical techniques

Inspiring countless individuals through his personal story of overcoming adversity

Contributing to national discourse on healthcare, education, and housing policy

Supporting youth education and empowerment through scholarship programs

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Ben Carson?
Ben Carson is an American retired neurosurgeon, author, and politician known for his pioneering work
in pediatric neurosurgery and his 2016 presidential campaign.

What are some key achievements of Ben Carson in medicine?
Ben Carson is renowned for successfully performing the first separation of conjoined twins joined at
the back of the head and for his contributions to neurosurgery techniques.

What is Ben Carson's educational background?
Ben Carson attended Yale University for his undergraduate studies and went on to earn his medical
degree from the University of Michigan Medical School.



What role did Ben Carson serve in the U.S. government?
Ben Carson served as the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development under President Donald
Trump from 2017 to 2021.

Has Ben Carson written any books?
Yes, Ben Carson has authored several books, including his autobiography 'Gifted Hands,' which details
his life story and career in medicine.

Additional Resources
1. Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story
This autobiography chronicles Ben Carson’s journey from a struggling student in Detroit to a world-
renowned neurosurgeon. Carson shares his personal challenges, including overcoming poverty and
academic difficulties, and highlights the importance of determination and faith. The book offers an
inspiring look at how hard work and perseverance can lead to extraordinary achievements.

2. The Big Picture: Ben Carson's Journey to the Top
This biography explores the life and career of Ben Carson, focusing on his groundbreaking work in
pediatric neurosurgery. It delves into his early years, his rise to prominence in the medical field, and
his contributions to separating conjoined twins. The narrative also touches on his later involvement in
politics and public service.

3. Ben Carson: A Surgeon’s Path to Greatness
Detailing Carson’s early life, education, and medical breakthroughs, this book highlights the key
moments that shaped his career. Readers learn about his innovative surgical techniques and his
commitment to helping children with complex medical conditions. The biography also discusses the
personal values that guided Carson throughout his life.

4. Think Big: Lessons from Ben Carson's Life
This book offers insights into the mindset and principles that fueled Ben Carson’s success. It combines
biographical elements with motivational lessons, encouraging readers to overcome obstacles and
pursue their dreams. The author emphasizes the role of faith, education, and resilience as
demonstrated in Carson’s story.

5. Ben Carson: From Detroit to the Operating Room
Focusing on Carson’s upbringing in Detroit, this biography paints a vivid picture of the challenges he
faced in his early environment. It follows his academic turnaround, his medical training, and his rise
as a pioneer in neurosurgery. The book also highlights the social and cultural factors that influenced
his journey.

6. Breaking Barriers: The Ben Carson Biography
This detailed biography covers not only Carson’s medical achievements but also his impact as a
public figure and author. It explores his philosophy on education, leadership, and community service.
Readers gain a comprehensive understanding of how Carson broke racial and professional barriers
throughout his life.

7. Ben Carson: Surgeon, Visionary, Leader



This work profiles Carson’s multifaceted career, from his surgical innovations to his role as a
motivational speaker and political figure. The book discusses his dedication to improving healthcare
and his efforts to inspire young people to pursue careers in medicine. It provides a balanced view of
his accomplishments and challenges.

8. Healing Hands: The Story of Ben Carson
A heartfelt biography that emphasizes Carson’s compassion and dedication to his patients. It recounts
some of his most notable surgeries and the personal stories behind them. The narrative also reflects
on how Carson’s faith and family life influenced his professional journey.

9. Ben Carson’s Legacy: Medicine, Faith, and Public Service
This book examines the broader impact of Ben Carson’s life, including his contributions beyond the
operating room. It highlights his work in education reform and his tenure in government roles. The
biography presents a holistic view of how Carson’s values shaped his diverse career.
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  ben carson biography: Gifted Hands 20th Anniversary Edition Ben Carson, M.D.,
2011-04-19 Gifted Hands reveals the remarkable journey of Dr. Ben Carson from an angry,
struggling young boy with everything stacked against him to the director of pediatric neurosurgery
at the Johns Hopkins Children's Center. As a boy, he did poorly in school and struggled with anger. If
it were not for the persistence of his mother, a single parent who worked three jobs and pushed her
sons to do their best, his story may have ended tragically. Join Dr. Carson on his journey from a
struggling inner-city student to the pinnacle of his career as a world-renowned neurosurgeon. A man
of humility, decency, compassion, courage, and sensitivity, he now serves as a role model for
everyone who wants to achieve their God-given potential. As you learn more about Dr. Carson's
amazing story, you'll be inspired to: Take charge of your own destiny Hone your God-given gifts Face
adversity head on Filled with fascinating stories, Gifted Hands will transport you into the operating
room to witness surgeries that made headlines around the world, and into the private mind of a
compassionate, God-fearing physician who lives to help others.
  ben carson biography: Gifted Hands Ben Carson, Cecil B. Murphey, 1990 The remarkable
surgeon who gives children a second chance at life.
  ben carson biography: My Life Ben Carson, M.D., 2015-07-14 Ben Carson grew up in the
inner cities of Boston and Detroit with his mother and brother. When his father deserted the family,
Ben's mother worked several jobs to support her boys yet worked even harder to encourage them to
get an education and follow their dreams. Ben's dreams nearly ended when his anger at being poor
and the ridicule of a school mate caused him to snap; he lunged at the boy and cut him with a knife.
That brush with attempted murder caused Carson to break down and ask God to turn him around.
And turn him around he did. A poor student, Carson under the guidance of his mother and brother
became the best student in his class, his school, and ultimately earned a scholarship to Yale. The
next time he used a knife was as a neurosurgeon at Johns Hopkins Hospital where he pioneered
surgery techniques that not only saved lives but miraculously gave countless children an amazing
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quality of life. My Life is the story of a young boy who could have remained trapped in poverty were
it not for his mother's tough and sacrificial love, his own perseverance that he learned from her
example, and his deep faith that called him to do great and mighty things. This book contains a new
chapter about Dr. Carson's philosophies of serving one’s country, becoming role models for people
with disadvantaged backgrounds, using the talents God has given you, embracing what success
really is, and believing, youths and adults alike, that with hard work and perseverance, you can do it.
And on May 4, 2015, Dr. Ben Carson declared himself a candidate for the Presidency of the United
States of America.
  ben carson biography: Gifted Hands Ben Carson, 2009-07-01 Story of an inner-city kid with
poor grades who, at age 33, became Director of Pediactric Neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins
University Hospital.
  ben carson biography: Gifted Hands Ben Carson, M.D., 2008-09-09 In 1987, Dr. Benjamin
Carson gained worldwide recognition for his part in the first successful separation of Siamese twins
joined at the back of the head. The extremely complex and delicate operation, five months in the
planning and twenty-two hours in the execution, involved a surgical plan that Carson helped initiate.
Carson pioneered again in a rare procedure known as hemispherectomy, giving children without
hope a second chance at life through a daring operation in which he literally removed one half of
their brain. But such breakthroughs aren’t unusual for Ben Carson. He’s been beating the odds since
he was a child. Raised in inner-city Detroit by a mother with a third grade education, Ben lacked
motivation. He had terrible grades. And a pathological temper threatened to put him in jail. But
Sonya Carson convinced her son that he could make something of his life, even though everything
around him said otherwise. Trust in God, a relentless belief in his own capabilities, and sheer
determination catapulted Ben from failing grades to the top of his class --- and beyond to a Yale
scholarship . . . the University of Michigan Medical School . . . and finally, at age 33, the directorship
of pediatric neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland. Today, Dr. Ben Carson
holds twenty honorary doctorates and is the possessor of a long string of honors and awards,
including the Horatio Alger Award, induction into the 'Great Blacks in Wax' Museum in Baltimore,
Maryland, and an invitation as Keynote Speaker at the 1997 President’s National Prayer Breakfast.
Gifted Hands is the riveting story of one man’s secret for success, tested against daunting odds and
driven by an incredible mindset that dares to take risks. This inspiring autobiography takes you into
the operating room to witness surgeries that made headlines around the world --- and into the
private mind of a compassionate, God-fearing physician who lives to help others. Through it all
shines a humility, quick wit, and down-to-earth style that make this book one you won’t easily forget.
  ben carson biography: The Big Picture Ben Carson, M.D., 2009-12-15 Dr. Ben Carson is
known as the originator of groundbreaking surgical procedures and a doctor who turns impossible
hopes into joyous realities. But where does this incredible drive and focus come from? According to
Dr. Carson himself, the answer is simple: The Big Picture. Every day when Dr. Carson went to work
as a surgeon, he had to make life-and-death decisions. For that reason, and because so many of the
people and families he worked with had suddenly been forced to reconsider what's really important
in life, he's spent a lot of his own time searching for perspective. By finding a vision of something
truly worth living for--something that shines a light on the best of his amazing talents, energy, and
focus--Dr. Carson can discern what matters and leave the rest behind. In The Big Picture, Dr. Carson
sheds light on this life-changing philosophy, giving you the tools and encouragement you need to:
View hardship as an advantage Determine what really matters See your life from a new perspective
The Big Picture is all about broadening your perspectives and finding a vision for your own life that
can reframe your priorities, energize your efforts, and inspire you to change the world around you.
Are you ready to see The Big Picture?
  ben carson biography: A Doctor in the House Candy Carson, 2016 While most people think of
Dr. Carson as a trailblazing neurosurgeon and an outspoken conservative, Candy, his wife of 40
years, knows him as so much more: a loving husband, a devoted father, a devout Christian, and a
patriot. With her new book, Candy Carson introduces America to a man equally remarkable in his



private life as he is in public. Above all, she shows us Dr. Carson as a believer: in God, in family, and
in America.
  ben carson biography: Think Big Ben Carson, Cecil Murphey, 1996 Ben Carson shares the
story of how he transformed himself from the dumbest student in his fifth grade class into a Yale
graduate and pediatric neurosurgeon, and tells of some of the people who inspired him to achieve in
his studies and in life.
  ben carson biography: Think Big Ben Carson, 2014-10-30
  ben carson biography: One Nation Ben Carson, MD, Candy Carson, 2015-09 Dr. Ben Carson -
acclaimed brain surgeon, controversial gadfly, inspiring role model and bestselling author - offers a
plan for restoring America's greatness. In One Nation, he reflects on what he sees as the dangers
facing America, calling for a return to the principles that made America great in an urgent message.
Growing debt and deteriorating morals have driven the US far from its founders' intent. Here, he
proposes a road out of decline, appealing to every American's decency and common sense. A
concrete conservative plan for America from a 2016 Republican candidate.
  ben carson biography: Gifted Hands Gregg Lewis, Deborah Shaw Lewis, 2009 In this special
Johnson & Johnson TNT movie tie-in edition, kids will read how Ben Carson, an African-American,
was able to accomplish his dream through faith and determination. Includes photographs of Ben and
his family growing up with a special 8-page color photo section of movie and behind-the-scene
images.
  ben carson biography: The Ben Carson Story Michelle Loconte, 2016-01-25 The uplifting true
story of Dr. Benjamin Carson is told simply and in rhyme to reach children and early readers. The
story of a troubled boy who became the world-renown neurosurgeon-turned political leader is sure
to inspire our youth that with faith and hard work anyone's dream can come true. The story is
followed by a fun facts section designed to unite diverse Americans by offering matter-of-fact
reasoning behind basic biological human differences. This is an educational book for all to enjoy!
  ben carson biography: Ben Carson Ben Carson, Cecil Murphey, Nathan Aaseng, 1992 Based
on Carson's Gifted Hands, an encouraging story for kids with low self-esteem.
  ben carson biography: Ben Carson: a Biography of the Neurosurgeon Turned Presidential
Candidate Benjamin Southerland, 2015-11-14 Learn about the inspirational story of Dr. Ben Carson
In Ben Carson: A Biography of the Neurosurgeon Turned Presidential Candidate you will learn about
the life, career, and ambitions of Dr. Ben Carson. In this biography you will learn about Dr. Carson's
incredible life story. He rose from humble beginnings in Detroit to become a world-renowned
neurosurgeon at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore. After retiring from his successful medical career,
Carson entered the 2016 presidential race. Carson quickly became a leader in the race because of
his status as political outsider, his gentle nature and his conservative views. This book covers
Carson's early life and education, medical career, achievements, political views, and presidential
ambitions. Read this biography to gain insight on the life and views of this potential next U.S.
president. Here is a preview of this biography: Early Life and Influences Anger Issues Medical
Career Success as a Neurosurgeon Awards, Honors, and Philanthropy Personal Struggles and
Successes Political Career Political Views 2016 Presidential Campaign Debate Performance
  ben carson biography: Gifted Hands, Kids Edition: The Ben Carson Story Gregg Lewis,
Deborah Shaw Lewis, 2010-01-26 Ben Carson used to be the class dummy. Today he is one of the
world’s most brilliant surgeons.Gifted Hands Kids Edition tells the extraordinary true story of an
angry, young boy from the inner city who, through faith and determination, grew up to become one
of the world’s leading pediatric neurosurgeons. When Ben was in school, his peers called him the
class dummy. But his mother encouraged him to succeed, and Ben discovered a deep love of
learning. Ben found that anything is possible with trust and determination.
  ben carson biography: Ben Carson Janet Benge, Geoff Benge, 2014 Ben visited Maranda's
family the night before the young girl's brain surgery. He spoke to her parents, outlining the risks
one last time. The surgery should take about five hours. There's a strong likelihood that Maranda
could bleed uncontrollably and die right there. Or she could survive and be paralyzed and never



speak again. There is no way to know what will happen.As a child growing up in Detroit, Ben Carson
had a dream of becoming a physician, a dream that rose out of struggles with poverty, racism, and
poor grades. As Ben persevered and strove for academic excellence, his life became one of
compassion and service.Today, Benjamin Carson, MD, is known as the American neurosurgeon with
gifted hands. The first surgeon to successfully separate twins joined at the head, he directed
pediatric neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins Hospital for over a quarter of a century. His life continues
to be a model of what it means to care deeply, serve brilliantly, and lead courageously
(1951-).Heroes of History is a unique biography series that brings the shaping of history to life with
the remarkable true stories of fascinating men and women who changed the course of history. The
stories of Heroes of History are told in an engaging narrative format, where related history,
geography, government, and science topics come to life and make a lasting impression. This is a
premier biography line for the entire family.Pages: 192 (paperback)Ages: 10+
  ben carson biography: Gifted Hands Ben Carson, 1997-12-01 The inspiring story of Ben
Carson, M.D. takes readers into the life of an inner-city youngster who rose above his circumstances
to become director of pediatric neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins University Hospital.
  ben carson biography: Ben Carson Gregg Lewis, Deborah Shaw Lewis, 2010-07-20 Take an
up-close and personal look into the lives of some well-known Christians who are successful leaders
in their careers. The Today's Heroes series features everyday people who overcame great adversity
to become modern-day heroes. Kids ages eight to twelve will be inspired by the compelling stories of
courageous individuals who are making a real difference. In Today's Heroes: Ben Carson, learn the
inspiring story of an inner-city kid who went from 'class dummy' to a world-renowned pediatric
neurosurgeon. Many had given up on Ben, including himself, but his mother never did. She
encouraged him to do better and reach higher for his dreams. Just when things seemed like they
were going well, in a fit of rage, Ben does the unthinkable and nearly kills one his best friends. Read
how Ben Carlson was able to accomplish his dream through faith and determination.
  ben carson biography: The Ben Carson Story Gregg Lewis, Deborah Shaw Lewis, 2009-07-10
Presents a biography of the surgeon who overcame poverty and racism to become chief of pediatric
neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins University Hospital.
  ben carson biography: You Have a Brain Ben Carson, M.D., 2015-02-03 Eight proven
principles to help you overcome your self-doubt, conquer your fear of the future, reverse negative
thoughts about yourself, and hurdle any other obstacles standing between you and your dreams. But
instead of letting his circumstances control him, Dr. Carson took control of his attitude and actions,
leading to his discovery of eight straightforward but revolutionary principles that helped shape his
future. In You Have a Brain, Dr. Carson unpacks the eight important parts of T.H.I.N.K.
B.I.G.—Talent, Honesty, Insight, Being Nice, Knowledge, Books, In-Depth Learning, and God—and
presents the stories of people who demonstrated those things in his life. Through the advice and
real-world examples laid out in these pages, you will learn how to incorporate these T.H.I.N.K. B.I.G.
principles into your own life so that you, like Dr. Carson, can embrace an amazing future filled with
incredible success. You Have a Brain: Includes discussion questions at the back of the book Unpacks
the eight essential parts of Thinking Big: Talent, Honesty, Insight, Strong People Skills, Knowledge,
Books, In-Depth Learning, and God Is written by Dr. Ben Carson, a world-renowned neurosurgeon,
former presidential candidate, and current Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
Teaches great life lessons for young men and women Is the perfect gift for high school and college
graduations, birthdays, and confirmations, and a great addition to YA book clubs and YA study
groups
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