best dickens novels reddit

best dickens novels reddit is a frequently discussed topic among literary enthusiasts and online
readers who seek recommendations for the most compelling works by Charles Dickens. This article
explores the consensus found on Reddit, a popular platform for community-driven book discussions,
focusing on the novels that consistently emerge as favorites. The analysis includes detailed
evaluations of Dickens’s most acclaimed novels, highlighting themes, character development, and
narrative style that resonate with modern readers. Additionally, insight into the historical and
cultural significance of these works will provide a comprehensive understanding of why they
maintain enduring popularity. The article also includes practical lists derived from Reddit threads to
guide new readers in selecting their next Dickens novel. Readers interested in classic literature,
Victorian-era storytelling, and influential English novels will find this resource highly informative
and useful.
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Top Dickens Novels According to Reddit

Reddit users frequently engage in discussions about Charles Dickens’s literary works, providing
valuable insights into which novels are considered the best. Based on various Reddit threads, several
novels stand out for their storytelling, character complexity, and social commentary. The most
commonly praised novels include Great Expectations, David Copperfield, Bleak House, Oliver Twist,
and A Tale of Two Cities. These novels often receive high ratings due to their memorable characters,
intricate plots, and vivid depiction of Victorian England.

Great Expectations

Great Expectations is widely discussed on Reddit for its coming-of-age narrative and deep
exploration of themes such as social class, ambition, and personal growth. Many users appreciate its
engaging protagonist, Pip, and the complex relationships he navigates throughout the story.

David Copperfield

David Copperfield is often revered as one of Dickens’s most autobiographical novels. Reddit readers
highlight its detailed character development and the emotional depth of the protagonist’s journey



from hardship to success.

Bleak House

Bleak House is praised for its intricate plot, multiple perspectives, and critique of the British legal
system. It is regarded as one of Dickens’s most ambitious and critically acclaimed works in Reddit
discussions.

Oliver Twist

Oliver Twist remains a favorite for its portrayal of poverty and crime in London. Reddit users often
note its memorable characters and Dickens’s ability to evoke empathy for society’s marginalized.

A Tale of Two Cities

A Tale of Two Cities is celebrated for its dramatic narrative set against the backdrop of the French
Revolution. Its themes of sacrifice and redemption resonate strongly within Reddit literary
communities.

Detailed Analysis of Popular Novels

An in-depth examination of the best Dickens novels discussed on Reddit reveals why these works
continue to captivate readers. Each novel offers unique elements that contribute to its status as a
classic.

Character Complexity and Growth

Many of Dickens’s novels feature protagonists who undergo significant personal growth. For
example, Pip in Great Expectations transforms from an innocent boy to a mature individual who
understands the true value of loyalty and love. This nuanced character development is a key factor in
the novels’ lasting appeal on Reddit.

Social Critique and Historical Context

Dickens’s novels often serve as social commentaries on Victorian England, exposing issues like
poverty, child labor, and the flaws of the legal system. Bleak House and Oliver Twist are particularly
noted on Reddit for their vivid portrayals of societal injustices, which remain relevant to
contemporary readers.



Plot Structure and Narrative Style

The intricate plots and engaging narrative styles of Dickens’s novels are frequently highlighted in
Reddit discussions. The interwoven storylines of Bleak House and the suspenseful pacing of A Tale of
Two Cities demonstrate Dickens’s mastery of storytelling, contributing to their enduring popularity.

Thematic Elements and Literary Significance

Understanding the thematic richness of Dickens’s novels sheds light on why they are favored in
online book communities such as Reddit. The novels explore universal themes that transcend their
historical setting.

Class and Social Mobility

The theme of social class and the possibility of mobility is central to many Dickens novels. Great
Expectations and David Copperfield both explore characters striving to improve their social
standing, reflecting Victorian society’s rigid class system and its effects on individuals.

Justice and Morality

Justice, both legal and moral, is a recurring theme. Bleak House critiques the inefficiency of the
British Chancery Court, while Oliver Twist examines morality through the lens of crime and poverty.
These themes stimulate extensive discussion on Reddit about Dickens’s perspectives on ethics and
law.

Redemption and Sacrifice

Many Dickens novels, especially A Tale of Two Cities, center on themes of redemption and sacrifice.
The characters’ struggles and ultimate redemption arcs resonate deeply with readers, sparking
thoughtful conversations in Reddit book forums.

Reddit Community Favorites and Reader Experiences

The Reddit community offers a wealth of anecdotal evidence about readers’ experiences with
Dickens’s novels. These firsthand accounts provide valuable context for understanding the emotional
and intellectual impact of Dickens’s work.

Memorable Characters and Emotional Impact

Reddit users frequently mention their favorite characters, such as Pip, David Copperfield, and Oliver
Twist, emphasizing the strong emotional connections formed through Dickens’s vivid
characterization. These discussions highlight how Dickens’s novels continue to evoke empathy and
reflection.



Challenges and Rewards of Reading Dickens

While Dickens’s rich prose and length can be challenging, Reddit readers often describe the
rewarding experience of engaging with his novels. Tips on pacing, annotated editions, and
audiobook recommendations are common topics that help new readers navigate the complexities of
Dickens’s works.

Community Polls and Rankings

Reddit threads sometimes include polls where users rank their favorite Dickens novels. These
rankings provide a snapshot of the community’s preferences and often reaffirm the prominence of
the novels discussed earlier in this article.

Recommendations for New Readers

For those new to Charles Dickens, Reddit offers practical advice on which novels to start with and
how to approach his extensive bibliography.

Accessible Starting Points

Great Expectations and David Copperfield are frequently recommended as accessible entry points
due to their engaging narratives and relatable protagonists. These novels provide a good balance
between literary quality and readability.

Reading Strategies

Reddit users suggest breaking the novels into manageable sections, using study guides, or listening
to audiobooks to enhance comprehension and enjoyment. Engaging with online discussions can also
enrich the reading experience.

List of Recommended Dickens Novels for Beginners

e Great Expectations
e David Copperfield

e Oliver Twist

e A Tale of Two Cities

e Hard Times



Frequently Asked Questions

What are considered the best Charles Dickens novels
according to Reddit users?

Reddit users often highlight 'Great Expectations,' 'Bleak House,' 'David Copperfield,' 'A Tale of Two
Cities,' and 'Little Dorrit' as some of Dickens' best novels due to their rich characters and intricate
plots.

Which Dickens novel is recommended for a first-time reader
on Reddit?

Many Redditors recommend starting with 'Great Expectations' or ‘A Tale of Two Cities' because they
are engaging, accessible, and showcase Dickens' storytelling style effectively.

Are there any lesser-known Dickens novels that Reddit users
consider underrated?

Yes, novels like 'Our Mutual Friend' and 'The Old Curiosity Shop' are often mentioned on Reddit as
underrated works that deserve more attention for their unique narratives and social commentary.

How do Reddit readers compare Dickens' early works to his
later novels?

Reddit discussions suggest that Dickens' early works like 'Oliver Twist' tend to be more
straightforward and adventurous, while his later novels such as 'Bleak House' and 'Little Dorrit' are
praised for their complexity and mature themes.

What themes in Dickens novels do Reddit users find most
compelling?

Reddit users frequently discuss themes like social injustice, poverty, class struggle, and redemption
as central to Dickens' novels, making them resonate even with modern readers.

Do Reddit communities recommend any specific editions or
versions of Dickens novels?

Many Redditors prefer annotated editions or those with introductions that provide historical context,
such as the Penguin Classics or Oxford World's Classics editions, to enhance understanding of
Dickens' work.

Are there any modern adaptations of Dickens novels that
Reddit users recommend?

Reddit users often recommend film and TV adaptations of 'Great Expectations,' 'Bleak House,' and 'A



Christmas Carol,' noting that some adaptations capture the spirit of the novels well and offer a good
complement to reading the original texts.

Additional Resources

1. Great Expectations

This novel follows the life of Pip, an orphan who dreams of becoming a gentleman. It explores
themes of social class, ambition, and personal growth. Readers often appreciate its rich characters
and Dickens' critique of Victorian society.

2. David Copperfield

Considered by many as Dickens' most autobiographical work, this coming-of-age story traces David's
journey from a troubled childhood to a successful career as a writer. The novel is known for its
memorable characters and emotional depth. It's frequently recommended on Reddit for its engaging
narrative and vivid storytelling.

3. Bleak House

A complex and intricately plotted novel, Bleak House revolves around a prolonged legal case,
Jarndyce and Jarndyce. The story critiques the English legal system while interweaving multiple
subplots and characters. Readers often praise its atmospheric setting and social commentary.

4. Oliver Twist

This novel tells the story of Oliver, an orphan navigating the harsh realities of London’s underworld.
It addresses issues of poverty, child labor, and crime. Its memorable characters, such as Fagin and
the Artful Dodger, make it a favorite among Dickens enthusiasts on Reddit.

5. A Tale of Two Cities

Set against the backdrop of the French Revolution, this novel contrasts life in London and Paris.
Themes of sacrifice, resurrection, and justice are central to the story. Its famous opening line and
dramatic plot twists often come up in discussions about Dickens' best works.

6. Hard Times

This shorter Dickens novel critiques industrial society and utilitarianism through the lives of
characters in the fictional Coketown. It focuses on education, social class, and economic hardship.
Reddit readers appreciate its sharp social critique and concise storytelling.

7. Little Dorrit

Little Dorrit explores the impact of debt and imprisonment through the story of Amy Dorrit, born in
debtor’s prison. The novel examines themes of social injustice and personal resilience. Its intricate
plot and character development are often highlighted in literary discussions.

8. Our Mutual Friend

This novel delves into themes of wealth, identity, and social mobility, centered around a mysterious
inheritance. It features a wide cast of characters and darkly comic elements. Readers on Reddit
admire its complexity and Dickens’ keen observation of human nature.

9. Nickleby

The life and adventures of young Nicholas Nickleby, who struggles to support his family after his
father’s death, are chronicled in this novel. It criticizes the cruelty of boarding schools and social
injustice. Its blend of humor, drama, and memorable characters makes it a popular pick in Dickens-
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best dickens novels reddit: A Tale of Two Cities Charles Dickens, 2020-09-15 A Tale of Two
Cities: The Classic, Bestselling Charles Dickens Novellt was the best of times, it was the worst of
times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the
epoch of incredulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of
hope, it was the winter of despair. Charles Dicken's classic novel, A Tale of Two Cities.

best dickens novels reddit: Little Dorrit Charles Dickens, 2014-01-23 Little DorritBy Charles
Dickens

best dickens novels reddit: Our Mutual Friend (World Classics, Unabridged) Charles
Dickens, 2017-09-28 Our Mutual Friend, written in the years 1864-65, is the last novel completed by
Charles Dickens and is one of his most sophisticated works, combining savage satire with social
analysis. It centres on, in the words of critic J. Hillis Miller (quoting from the character Bella Wilfer
in the book), money, money, money, and what money can make of life. In the opening chapters a
body is found in the Thames and identified as that of John Harmon, a young man recently returned
to London to receive his inheritance. Were he alive, his father's will would require him to marry
Bella Wilfer, a beautiful, mercenary girl whom he had never met. Instead, the money passes to the
working-class Boffins, and the effects spread into various corners of London society.

best dickens novels reddit: Hard Times Charles Dickens, 1860* Written deliberately to
increase the circulation of Dickens's weekly magazine, Household Words, Hard Times was a huge
and instantaneous success upon publication in 1854. Yet this novel is not the cheerful celebration of
Victorian life one might have expected from the beloved author of The Pickwick Papers and The Old
Curiosity Shop, Compressed, stark, allegorical, it is a bitter expose of capitalist exploitation during
the industrial revolution-and a fierce denunciation of the philosophy of materialism, which threatens
the human imagination in all times and places. With a typically unforgettable cast of
characters-including the heartless fact-worshipper Mr. Gradgrind, the warmly endearing Sissy Jupe,
and the eternally noble Stephen Blackpool-Hard Times carries a uniquely powerful message and
remains one of the most widely read of Dickens's major novels.

best dickens novels reddit: The Battle of Life Charles Dickens, 2007-08 The Battle of Life /
Charles Dickens.

best dickens novels reddit: Our Mutual Friend Charles Dickens, 1865 Our Mutual Friend,
written in the years 1864-65, is the last novel completed by Charles Dickens and is one of his most
sophisticated works, combining psychological insight with social analysis. It centres on, in the words
of critic J. Hillis Miller, money, money, money, and what money can make of life, but is also about
human values. In the opening chapters a body is found in the Thames and identified as that of John
Harmon, a young man recently returned to London to receive his inheritance. Were he alive, his
father's will would require him to marry Bella Wilfer, a beautiful, mercenary girl whom he had never
met. Instead, the money passes to the working-class Boffins, and the effects spread into various
corners of London society......

best dickens novels reddit: Little Dorrit (Annotated) Charles Dickens, 2021-01-11 Upon its
publication in 1857, Little Dorrit immediately outsold any of Dickens's previous books. The story of
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William Dorrit, imprisoned for debt in Marshalsea Prison, and his daughter and helpmate

best dickens novels reddit: Our Mutual Friend Charles Dickens, 2021-02-05 Our Mutual
Friend, written in 1864-1865, is the last novel completed by Charles Dickens and is one of his most
sophisticated works, combining savage satire with social analysis.

best dickens novels reddit: Little Dorrit Charles Dickens, 2001-04 When Arthur Clennam
returns to England after many years abroad, he takes a kindly interest in Amy Dorrit, his mothers
seamstress, and in the affairs of Amys father, William Dorrit, a man of shabby grandeur, long
imprisoned for debt in the Marshalsea. As Arthur soon discovers, the dark shadow of the prison
stretches far beyond its walls to affect the lives of many, from the kindly Mr. Pancks, the reluctant
rent-collector of Bleeding Heart Yard, and the tipsily garrulous Flora Finching, to Merdle, an
unscrupulous financier, and the bureaucratic Barnacles in the Circumlocution Office. A masterly
evocation of the state and psychology of imprisonment, Little Dorrit is one of the supreme works of
Dickenss maturity.

best dickens novels reddit: Little Dorrit Charles Dickens, 1857 Little Dorrit is a novel by
Charles Dickens, originally published in serial form between 1855 and 1857. It satirises the
shortcomings of both government and society, including the institution of debtors' prisons, where
debtors were imprisoned, unable to work, until they repaid their debts. The prison in this case is the
Marshalsea, where Dickens's own father had been imprisoned. Dickens is also critical of the lack of a
social safety net, the treatment and safety of industrial workers, as well the bureaucracy of the
British Treasury, in the form of his fictional Circumlocution Office. In addition he satirises the
stratification of society that results from the British class system.

best dickens novels reddit: Dombey and Son Charles Dickens, 2013-12-01 Paul Dombey is a
heartless London merchant who runs his domestic affairs as he runs his business. In the tight orbit
of his daily life there is no room for dealing with emotions because emotion has no market value. In
his son he sees the future of his firm and the continuation of his name, while he neglects his
affectionate daughter, until he decides to get rid of her beloved, a lowly clerk. But Dombey's
weakness is his pride, and he falls prey to the treacherous flattery of others. Combining an intricate
plot, vivid language, and Dickens's customary social commentary, Dombey and Son, explores the
possibility of moral and emotional redemption through familial love.

best dickens novels reddit: Our Mutual Friend Charles Dickens, 2017-09-30 Our Mutual
Friend is the last novel completed by Charles Dickens and is one of his most sophisticated works,
combining psychological insight with social analysis. It centres on, in the words of critic J. Hillis
Miller, money, money, money, and what money can make of life, but is also about human values. In
the opening chapters a body is found in the Thames and identified as that of John Harmon, a young
man recently returned to London to receive his inheritance. Were he alive, his father's will would
require him to marry Bella Wilfer, a beautiful, mercenary girl whom he had never met. Instead, the
money passes to the working-class Boffins, and the effects spread into various corners of London
society. The novel is also explores the conflict between doing what society expects of you or being
true to yourself.

best dickens novels reddit: A Message from the Sea Charles Dickens, 2010-09-01 One of a
series of episodic tales that Charles Dickens originally published in serial form, A Message From the
Sea has one of the most beloved fiction writers in British literary history turning his attention to a
quaint seaside village and the encounter between its residents and a hoary crew of sailors that wash
up on its shore. A must-read for Dickens buffs or fans of nautically themed tales.

best dickens novels reddit: Bleak House Charles Dickens, 2014-08-07 Bleak House is a novel
by Charles Dickens.

best dickens novels reddit: The Old Curiosity Shop Charles Dickens, 2021-09-13 The Old
Curiosity Shop Charles Dickens - Little Nell Trent lives in the quiet gloom of the old curiosity shop
with her ailing grandfather, for whom she cares with selfless devotion. But when they are unable to
pay their debts to the stunted, lecherous and demonic money-lender Daniel Quilp, the shop is seized
and they are forced to flee, thrown into a shadowy world in which there seems to be no safe haven.



Dickens's portrayal of the innocent, tragic Nell made The Old Curiosity Shop an instant bestseller
that captured the hearts of the nation, even as it was criticised for its sentimentality by figures such
as Oscar Wilde. Yet alongside the story's pathos are some of Dickens's greatest comic and grotesque
creations: the ne'er-do-well Dick Swiveller, the mannish lawyer Sally Brass, the half-starved
'‘Marchioness' and the lustful, loathsome Quilp himself.Charles Dickens is one of the best-loved
novelists in the English language, whose 200th anniversary was celebrated in 2012. His most famous
books, including Oliver Twist, Great Expectations, A Tale of Two Cities, David Copperfield and The
Pickwick Papers, have been adapted for stage and screen and read by millions.If you enjoyed The
Old Curiosity Shop, you might like Dickens's Hard Times, also available in Penguin Classics.

best dickens novels reddit: Our Mutual Friend .: Novel.Illustrated Charles Dickens,
2019-01-28 Our Mutual Friend, written in the years 1864-65, is the last novel completed by Charles
Dickens and is one of his most sophisticated works, combining savage satire with social analysis. It
centres on, in the words of critic J. Hillis Miller, quoting from the character Bella Wilfer in the book,
money, money, money, and what money can make of life.Most reviewers in the 1860s continued to
praise Dickens' skill as a writer in general, though not reviewing this novel in detail. Some found the
plot too complex, and not well laid out. The Times of London found the first few chapters did not
draw the reader into the characters. However, in the 20th century reviewers have found much to
approve in the later novels of Dickens, including Our Mutual Friend. In the late 20th and early 21st
century, some reviewers suggested that Dickens was experimenting with structure, and that the
characters considered somewhat flat and not recognized by the contemporary reviewers[6] were
true representations of the Victorian working class and key to understanding the structure of the
society depicted by Dickens in this novel.

best dickens novels reddit: Bleak House I Dickens C., Bleak House opens in the twilight of
foggy London, where fog grips the city most densely in the Court of Chancery. The obscure case of
Jarndyce and Jarndyce, in which an inheritance is gradually devoured by legal costs, the romance of
Esther Summerson and the secrets of her origin, the sleuthing of Detective Inspector Bucket and the
fate of Jo the crossing-sweeper, these are some of the lives Dickens invokes to portray London
society, rich and poor, as no other novelist has done.

best dickens novels reddit: Our Mutual Friend Illustrated Charles Dickens, 2020-11-25 Our
Mutual Friend, written in the years 1864-65, is the last novel completed by Charles Dickens and is
one of his most sophisticated works, combining savage satire with social analysis. It centres on, in
the words of critic ]. Hillis Miller, quoting from the character Bella Wilfer in the book, money,
money, money, and what money can make of life.[1]Most reviewers in the 1860s continued to praise
Dickens' skill as a writer in general, though not reviewing this novel in detail. Some found the plot
too complex, and not well laid out.[2] The Times of London found the first few chapters did not draw
the reader into the characters. However, in the 20th century reviewers have found much to approve
in the later novels of Dickens, including Our Mutual Friend.[3] In the late 20th and early 21st
century, some reviewers suggested that Dickens was experimenting with structure, [4][5] and that
the characters considered somewhat flat and not recognized by the contemporary reviewers[6] were
true representations of the Victorian working class and key to understanding the structure of the
society depicted by Dickens in this novel.

best dickens novels reddit: Sunday Under Three Heads Charles Dickens, 2015-12-05 Charles
Dickens needs no formal introduction, having been the most popular English writer of the 19th
century and still one of the most popular writers in history today. Dickens was obsessed with
reading, making him a natural journalist by the age of 20, when he began a career in journalism.
Along the way, he also began writing his own short stories and materials, often serializing them in
monthly installments in publications, a popular method of publishing in the 19th century. Unlike
most writers, Dickens would not write an entire story before it began its serialization, allowing him
to work on the fly and leave plot lines up in the air with each opportunity. By the time he died at the
relatively young age of 58 from a stroke, he was already Europe's most famous writer. His obituary
noted that Dickens was a sympathiser with the poor, the suffering, and the oppressed. Dickens was



interred in Westminster Abbey, a rare honor bestowed only among the greatest and most
accomplished Britons. Many of Dickens' novels were written with the concept of social reform in
mind, and Dickens' work was often praised for its realism, comic genius and unique personalities. At
the same time, however, Dickens' ability as a writer was nearly unrivaled, with his ability to write in
prose unquestioned and unmatched.

best dickens novels reddit: Little Dorrit Charles Dickens, 2018-01-09 Little Dorrit is a novel
by Charles Dickens, originally published in serial form between 1855 and 1857. It satirises the
shortcomings of both government and society, including the institution of debtors' prisons, where
debtors were imprisoned, unable to work, until they repaid their debts. The prison in this case is the
Marshalsea, where Dickens's own father had been imprisoned. Dickens is also critical of the lack of a
social safety net, the treatment and safety of industrial workers, as well the bureaucracy of the
British Treasury, in the form of his fictional Circumlocution Office. In addition he satirises the
stratification of society that results from the British class system.
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superlative adjective best, and because this makes

adverbs - About "best" , "the best" , and "most" - English Both sentences could mean the
same thing, however I like you best. I like chocolate best, better than anything else can be used
when what one is choosing from is not

difference - "What was best" vs "what was the best"? - English In the following sentence,
however, best is an adjective: "What was best?" If we insert the word the, we get a noun phrase, the
best. You could certainly declare that after

how to use “best” as adverb? - English Language Learners Stack 1 Your example already
shows how to use "best" as an adverb. It is also a superlative, like "greatest", or "highest", so just as
you would use it as an adjective to show that something is

"Which one is the best" vs. "which one the best is" "Which one is the best" is obviously a
question format, so it makes sense that " which one the best is " should be the correct form. This is
very good instinct, and you could

grammar - It was the best ever vs it is the best ever? - English So, " It is the best ever "
means it's the best of all time, up to the present. " It was the best ever " means either it was the best
up to that point in time, and a better one may have

valediction - "With best/kind regards" vs "Best/Kind regards" 5 In Europe, it is not
uncommon to receive emails with the valediction With best/kind regards, instead of the more typical
and shorter Best/Kind regards. When I see a

expressions - "it's best" - how should it be used? - English It's best that he bought it
yesterday. or It's good that he bought it yesterday. 2a has a quite different meaning, implying that
what is being approved of is not that the purchase be

best suits vs suits best - English Language Learners Stack Exchange Select the area that
best suits your ad would be used in more formal settings. Select the area that suits best your ad Is a
rather odd order, at least to my UK ear. It also is

grammar - Grammatical function of "at best" idiom - English Dictionaries state that "at best"
is an idiom. But, what is the grammatical function of "at best" (for example, in the below sentences?)
Their response to the proposal was, at best,
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