
ben carson's gifted hands
ben carson's gifted hands have become synonymous with groundbreaking achievements in the
field of neurosurgery and inspirational life stories. This article delves into the extraordinary career
and legacy of Dr. Ben Carson, a pioneering neurosurgeon renowned for his skillful and innovative
surgical techniques. From his humble beginnings to becoming a household name, Carson’s journey
highlights the power of determination, intelligence, and compassion. The discussion covers his early
life, significant medical accomplishments, recognition in popular culture, and his impact on medical
education and philanthropy. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how ben carson's
gifted hands have shaped modern medicine and inspired countless individuals worldwide.
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Early Life and Education
Ben Carson's gifted hands were part of a remarkable journey that began in a challenging
environment. Born in Detroit, Michigan, in 1951, Dr. Carson faced numerous obstacles during his
childhood, including poverty and academic struggles. Despite these challenges, his mother’s
insistence on education and self-discipline played a crucial role in shaping his future. Carson's
commitment to learning led him to excel in school, eventually gaining admission to Yale University.
His undergraduate education focused on psychology, laying a foundation for understanding the
complexities of the human brain and behavior. Following Yale, Carson attended the University of
Michigan Medical School, where his passion for neurosurgery was cultivated under the mentorship
of leading medical professionals.

Influences and Early Challenges
The formative years of ben carson's gifted hands were marked by perseverance and overcoming
adversity. Growing up in a single-parent household, Carson encountered limited resources but
developed a strong work ethic. His mother’s encouragement to read and think critically was
instrumental in transforming his academic trajectory. Early exposure to medical literature and a
fascination with the brain fueled his ambition to pursue neurosurgery, a specialty demanding
precision and intellect.



Academic Milestones
Carson's academic journey was characterized by steady progress and exceptional achievement. He
graduated from Yale University in 1973 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in psychology and
philosophy, which complemented his medical studies. He earned his M.D. from the University of
Michigan Medical School in 1977. During his residency and training, his aptitude for intricate
surgical techniques became evident, setting the stage for his future innovations.

Medical Career and Achievements
Ben Carson's gifted hands translated into a distinguished medical career spanning decades at Johns
Hopkins Hospital. As a pediatric neurosurgeon, he specialized in treating complex brain and nervous
system disorders in children. Carson's expertise and innovative techniques revolutionized
neurosurgery, particularly in separating conjoined twins and treating brain tumors. His meticulous
approach and steady hands earned him international acclaim, making him one of the most respected
neurosurgeons in history.

Professional Roles and Contributions
Throughout his career, Carson held significant positions including Director of Pediatric
Neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins. Under his leadership, the department became a world-renowned
center for neurosurgical treatment and research. He contributed to numerous scientific publications,
advancing understanding in brain anatomy, surgical methods, and patient care. Carson's
commitment to excellence and innovation significantly improved survival rates and outcomes for
pediatric patients with neurological conditions.

Awards and Honors
Recognition for ben carson's gifted hands includes numerous awards and honors. These accolades
reflect his surgical prowess, research contributions, and humanitarian efforts. Highlights include:

Presidential Medal of Freedom, awarded in 2008 by President George W. Bush.

Multiple honorary doctorates from prestigious universities worldwide.

Membership in numerous medical and scientific societies.

Recognition in the National Library of Medicine’s “Changing the Face of Medicine” exhibit.

Groundbreaking Surgical Procedures
Ben Carson’s gifted hands are perhaps best exemplified by his role in pioneering complex surgical
procedures. His innovations have saved countless lives and pushed the boundaries of what is
possible in neurosurgery. Carson’s steady precision and creative problem-solving redefined surgical



standards for congenital brain disorders and other critical conditions.

Separation of Conjoined Twins
One of Carson’s most notable achievements was the successful separation of craniopagus
twins—twins joined at the head—a highly complex and risky procedure. In 1987, he led a team that
separated the Binder twins, an operation previously deemed nearly impossible. His approach
combined meticulous planning, advanced imaging techniques, and delicate microsurgery. This
groundbreaking surgery not only saved lives but also inspired new protocols for similar cases
worldwide.

Innovations in Brain Tumor Surgery
Carson developed novel techniques for removing brain tumors with minimal damage to surrounding
tissues. His use of advanced imaging and surgical navigation tools enhanced precision and patient
outcomes. Carson’s methods reduced postoperative complications and improved recovery times,
establishing new best practices in neurosurgical oncology.

Ben Carson’s Gifted Hands in Popular Culture
The story of ben carson's gifted hands has transcended the medical community and entered popular
culture. His extraordinary life and career have been chronicled in books, films, and media, inspiring
audiences beyond the realm of medicine. Carson’s narrative of overcoming adversity and achieving
excellence resonates with many seeking motivation and hope.

Autobiography: Gifted Hands
Ben Carson authored the bestselling autobiography titled Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story,
which details his life from childhood to his rise as a top neurosurgeon. The book highlights the
challenges he overcame and the values that propelled his success. It has become a widely read
inspirational work, especially among students and young professionals.

Film Adaptation
The impact of ben carson's gifted hands extended to the screen with a television movie adaptation of
his autobiography. The film portrayed the critical moments of his life and career, bringing his story
to a broader audience. This adaptation helped cement his legacy as a symbol of perseverance, skill,
and dedication.

Philanthropy and Educational Initiatives
Beyond surgery, ben carson's gifted hands have contributed significantly to philanthropy and
education. Committed to giving back, Carson has focused on initiatives that promote education,



youth development, and medical research. His efforts aim to empower underprivileged communities
and inspire future generations of medical professionals.

The Carson Scholars Fund
Founded by Ben Carson and his wife, the Carson Scholars Fund supports academically gifted
students who demonstrate strong humanitarian qualities. The program provides scholarships and
recognition to encourage educational excellence and community service. It has awarded millions of
dollars to students across the United States, fostering leadership and academic achievement.

Advocacy for Medical Education
Carson has been an advocate for improving medical education, emphasizing the importance of
mentorship and access to resources. Through lectures, workshops, and public speaking
engagements, he promotes the value of dedication, innovation, and ethics in medicine. His influence
extends to shaping policies and inspiring reforms aimed at enhancing healthcare delivery.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Gifted Hands' about?
'Gifted Hands' is the autobiography of Ben Carson, detailing his journey from a struggling student in
inner-city Detroit to becoming a world-renowned neurosurgeon.

Who is Ben Carson?
Ben Carson is a retired neurosurgeon known for his pioneering work in pediatric neurosurgery and
his inspirational life story as told in 'Gifted Hands.'

When was 'Gifted Hands' published?
'Gifted Hands' was first published in 1990.

What major medical achievement is Ben Carson known for?
Ben Carson is famous for successfully performing the first separation of conjoined twins joined at
the head.

Is 'Gifted Hands' suitable for young readers?
Yes, 'Gifted Hands' is often recommended for young readers as it provides an inspiring story about
overcoming adversity and the importance of education.



Has 'Gifted Hands' been adapted into any other media?
Yes, 'Gifted Hands' was adapted into a television movie in 2009 starring Cuba Gooding Jr. as Ben
Carson.

What lessons does 'Gifted Hands' teach?
'Gifted Hands' teaches lessons about perseverance, faith, hard work, and the power of education to
change one's life.

How did Ben Carson overcome challenges in his early life?
Ben Carson overcame challenges such as poor grades and a troubled home life by dedicating himself
to reading, studying, and seeking mentorship.

What impact did 'Gifted Hands' have on readers and society?
'Gifted Hands' has inspired countless readers to pursue their dreams despite obstacles and has
highlighted the importance of determination and self-belief.

Where can I buy or read 'Gifted Hands'?
'Gifted Hands' is available for purchase at bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and can also be
found in many public and school libraries.

Additional Resources
1. The Right Stuff by Tom Wolfe
This classic nonfiction book explores the lives of the first American astronauts and the qualities that
made them exceptional. Like *Gifted Hands*, it delves into themes of determination, skill, and
overcoming challenges. Wolfe’s vivid storytelling highlights the courage and intelligence required to
push the boundaries of human achievement.

2. Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder
This biography follows Dr. Paul Farmer, a physician and anthropologist dedicated to providing
healthcare in impoverished regions. Similar to Ben Carson's journey, it showcases the power of
compassion, education, and perseverance in making a global impact. The book is an inspiring look at
how one person's commitment can change the world.

3. My Beloved World by Sonia Sotomayor
The memoir of the first Latina Supreme Court Justice recounts her rise from a challenging childhood
to the highest court in the United States. Like *Gifted Hands*, it highlights overcoming adversity
through hard work and self-belief. Sotomayor’s story is a testament to resilience and the pursuit of
excellence.

4. Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson
This comprehensive biography of Apple’s co-founder reveals the innovation, creativity, and relentless
drive behind one of the most influential figures in technology. The book parallels Carson’s story by



emphasizing vision, dedication, and the impact of passion on success. Isaacson provides an intimate
look at the complexities of genius and leadership.

5. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
This compelling narrative uncovers the story behind the HeLa cells, which revolutionized medical
research. It intersects with themes in *Gifted Hands* by exploring medical breakthroughs and
ethical questions in science. Skloot’s work pays tribute to the human stories behind scientific
progress.

6. Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly
This book tells the true story of the African American women mathematicians who played crucial
roles at NASA during the space race. Like Ben Carson’s biography, it highlights overcoming racial
and gender barriers through intelligence and determination. It’s an inspiring account of unsung
heroes who changed history.

7. Becoming by Michelle Obama
The former First Lady’s memoir shares her journey from the South Side of Chicago to the White
House, emphasizing education, resilience, and service. It resonates with the themes in *Gifted
Hands* about the transformative power of perseverance and self-empowerment. Obama’s story
encourages readers to embrace their potential and purpose.

8. When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi
A poignant memoir by a neurosurgeon facing terminal cancer, reflecting on life, death, and the
meaning of existence. This book connects to *Gifted Hands* through its exploration of medicine,
human fragility, and dedication to healing. Kalanithi’s narrative is both a personal and professional
meditation on what it means to live fully.

9. The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
This memoir recounts the author’s unconventional and often difficult childhood, illustrating the
power of resilience and hope. Like Ben Carson’s story, it emphasizes overcoming adversity through
inner strength and determination. Walls’ honest and compelling narrative inspires readers to rise
above their circumstances.
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at the Johns Hopkins Children's Center. As a boy, he did poorly in school and struggled with anger. If
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sons to do their best, his story may have ended tragically. Join Dr. Carson on his journey from a
struggling inner-city student to the pinnacle of his career as a world-renowned neurosurgeon. A man
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of humility, decency, compassion, courage, and sensitivity, he now serves as a role model for
everyone who wants to achieve their God-given potential. As you learn more about Dr. Carson's
amazing story, you'll be inspired to: Take charge of your own destiny Hone your God-given gifts Face
adversity head on Filled with fascinating stories, Gifted Hands will transport you into the operating
room to witness surgeries that made headlines around the world, and into the private mind of a
compassionate, God-fearing physician who lives to help others.
  ben carson s gifted hands: Gifted Hands Gregg Lewis, Deborah S. Lewis, Deborah Shaw
Lewis, 2009 An angry inner-city boy grows up to become one of the world's greatest neurosurgeons.
Through his story, kids will learn how anything is possible with faith and determination. Photographs
of Ben Carson and his family are placed throughout the text.
  ben carson s gifted hands: My Life Ben Carson, M.D., 2015-07-14 Ben Carson grew up in the
inner cities of Boston and Detroit with his mother and brother. When his father deserted the family,
Ben's mother worked several jobs to support her boys yet worked even harder to encourage them to
get an education and follow their dreams. Ben's dreams nearly ended when his anger at being poor
and the ridicule of a school mate caused him to snap; he lunged at the boy and cut him with a knife.
That brush with attempted murder caused Carson to break down and ask God to turn him around.
And turn him around he did. A poor student, Carson under the guidance of his mother and brother
became the best student in his class, his school, and ultimately earned a scholarship to Yale. The
next time he used a knife was as a neurosurgeon at Johns Hopkins Hospital where he pioneered
surgery techniques that not only saved lives but miraculously gave countless children an amazing
quality of life. My Life is the story of a young boy who could have remained trapped in poverty were
it not for his mother's tough and sacrificial love, his own perseverance that he learned from her
example, and his deep faith that called him to do great and mighty things. This book contains a new
chapter about Dr. Carson's philosophies of serving one’s country, becoming role models for people
with disadvantaged backgrounds, using the talents God has given you, embracing what success
really is, and believing, youths and adults alike, that with hard work and perseverance, you can do it.
And on May 4, 2015, Dr. Ben Carson declared himself a candidate for the Presidency of the United
States of America.
  ben carson s gifted hands: Gifted Hands Ben Carson, Cecil Murphey, 1996 Examines the life
and career of the famous neurosurgeon.
  ben carson s gifted hands: Summary of Ben Carson, M.D.'s Gifted Hands Everest Media,,
2022-05-21T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 When I was 8 years old, my father left home for good. I loved my father, but I was
heartbroken when he left. I couldn’t imagine a life without him and didn’t know if I would ever see
him again. #2 I had learned to handle my deep hurt by forgetting. I didn’t remember going through
stages of anger and resentment, instead I just remembered how much I had loved my father and how
sad I was when he left. #3 I had a deep appreciation and respect for my mother, Sonya Carson, who
was the first and strongest influence in my life. I understood that she was doing it for me and my
brother, and that dedication and sacrifice made a profound impression on me.
  ben carson s gifted hands: Gifted Hands, Kids Edition: The Ben Carson Story Gregg
Lewis, Deborah Shaw Lewis, 2010-01-26 Ben Carson used to be the class dummy. Today he is one of
the world’s most brilliant surgeons.Gifted Hands Kids Edition tells the extraordinary true story of an
angry, young boy from the inner city who, through faith and determination, grew up to become one
of the world’s leading pediatric neurosurgeons. When Ben was in school, his peers called him the
class dummy. But his mother encouraged him to succeed, and Ben discovered a deep love of
learning. Ben found that anything is possible with trust and determination.
  ben carson s gifted hands: Gifted Hands, Revised Kids Edition Gregg Lewis, Deborah
Shaw Lewis, 2014-08-26 From Inner-City Nobody to Brilliant Neurosurgeon When Ben Carson was
in school, his classmates called him the class dummy. Many—including Ben himself—doubted that he
would ever amount to anything. But his mother never let him quit. She encouraged Ben to do better
and reach higher for his dreams, and eventually he discovered a deep love of learning. Today this



young boy from the inner-city is one of the world’s greatest pediatric neurosurgeons. Through
determination and lot of hard work, Ben overcame his many obstacles and is now dedicated to
saving the lives of critically ill children around the world.
  ben carson s gifted hands: Gifted Hands Ben Carson, Cecil Murphey, 1992-01-01
  ben carson s gifted hands: Think Big Ben Carson, M.D., Cecil Murphey, 2009-08-30 Do you
feel like your life is a series of shattered dreams? Have you bought into the lie that you'll never
amount to anything? In Think Big, Dr. Ben Carson is here to tell you some good news: none of that is
true. By learning to think big, Ben rose from his humble beginnings to create a life full of amazing
accomplishments and international renown. He climbed from the academic bottom of his fifth-grade
class to become--at age thirty-three--head of pediatric neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins Hospital. He
learned that he had potential, but more importantly, he learned how to unleash it--and you can too. If
you put the principles in this book in motion, you can transform your life into one you'll love. As Dr.
Carson teaches you how to unlock your own potential, you'll also learn: The importance of
surrounding yourself with a supportive community How to look for God's gifts in your daily life The
key to shifting your perspective and thinking big Your life is big--far bigger than you've ever
imagined. Inside these pages lie the keys to recognizing your full potential. If you're ready to build a
life that is rewarding, significant, and abundantly fruitful, let Think Big be your guide.
  ben carson s gifted hands: The Superstar Syndrome Myra S White, 2013-08-22 Hidden in each
of us is a superstar waiting to come to life. Often we struggle to find this, not because we lack talent,
desire, or ability, but because we don’t know the right steps to take. Frequently, we surrender to a
sea of negative emotions and self-doubts right at the very beginning, or give up after a few setbacks.
Dr Myra S. White and Sanjay Jha provide a comprehensive nine-step roadmap to help you succeed in
the workplace and other areas of your lives. The Superstar Syndrome is the ultimate success bible
based on the lives of over 80 well-known people, like N.R. Narayana Murthy, M.S. Dhoni, Steve Jobs,
Jack Welch, Warren Buffet, and Ratan Tata who transformed themselves from ordinary people into
exceptional achievers. It covers all aspects of what you need to know and do to successfully make
the journey to superstardom—how to identify and manage your special talents, build power,
influence, and deliver A-level performances—and illustrates each step with examples from the lives
of the well-known superstars that were studied. It makes you believe that the finish line is not just
within your reach, but opens up dreams and possibilities beyond.
  ben carson s gifted hands: Ben Carson Ben Carson, Cecil Murphey, Nathan Aaseng, 1992
Based on Carson's Gifted Hands, an encouraging story for kids with low self-esteem.
  ben carson s gifted hands: Castaway Kid R. B. Mitchell, 2012-01-12 Abandoned by his
parents when he was just three years old, Rob Mitchell began his journey as one of the last “lifers”
in an American orphanage. He grew up with kids who were not friends but rather “co-survivors.” As
Rob’s loneliness and rage grew, his hope shrank. Would he ever find a real family or a place to call
home? Find out how Rob was able to overcome his past, forgiving his relatives and forging healthy
family relationships of his own. Heartbreaking, heartwarming, and ultimately triumphant, this true
story shows how, with faith, every person can leave the past behind and forge healthier, happier
relationships.
  ben carson s gifted hands: The Republican Dream Team of 2016 Catherine S. McBreen, Kathy
Seei, 2016-01-19 THE REPUBLICAN DREAM TEAM OF 2016 introduces an audacious concept to
transform an overcrowded field of candidates into a powerhouse team to win the general election,
while also offering an insightful and easy-to-use Voter’s Guide. The Republican Dream Team of 2016
provides critical information about the background, experience, and viewpoints of Republican
candidates on the issues that matter most to voters. It identifies what is really important to the
electorate as conservatives and moderates prepare to vote in the 2016 primaries. The Republican
Dream Team of 2016 promotes and validates with research the concept of all Republican candidates
running together as a comprehensive ticket to win the general election. After Republican voters
select their presidential candidate through the primary process, which of the remaining candidates
should be placed in the position of vice president and the fifteen cabinet posts? Can you create the



unbeatable Dream Team to win the general election? This book focuses on how candidates can build
a consensus platform for reform—instead of beating each other up. By combining their efforts, the
Dream Team will develop a compelling plan to attack political gridlock in Washington DC—ensuring
that the much-needed transformation of the federal government can begin on January 21, 2017.
  ben carson s gifted hands: Young, Gifted, and Black Theresa Perry, Claude Steele,
2012-09-11 “An important and powerful book” that radically reframes the debates swirling around
the academic achievement of African-American students (Boston Review) “The solutions offered by
each essay are creative, inspirational, and good old common sense. —Los Angeles Times In 3
separate but allied essays, African-American scholars Theresa Perry, Claude Steele, and Asa Hilliard
examine the alleged ‘achievement gap’ between Black and white students. Each author addresses
how the unique social and cultural position Black students occupy—in a society which often devalues
and stereotypes African-American identity—fundamentally shapes students’ experience of school and
sets up unique obstacles. Young, Gifted and Black provides an understanding of how these forces
work, opening the door to practical, powerful methods for promoting high achievement at all levels.
In the first piece, Theresa Perry argues that the dilemmas African-American students face are rooted
in the experience of race and ethnicity in America, making the task of achievement distinctive and
difficult. Claude Steele follows up with stunningly clear empirical psychological evidence that when
Black students believe they are being judged as members of a stereotyped group—rather than as
individuals—they do worse on tests. Finally, Asa Hilliard argues against a variety of false theories
and misguided views of African-American achievement, sharing examples of real schools, programs,
and teachers around the country that allow African-American students to achieve at high levels. Now
more than ever, Young, Gifted and Black is an eye-opening work that has the power to not only
change how we talk and think about African-American student achievement but how we view the
African-American experience as a whole.
  ben carson s gifted hands: Medical Pioneers Debbie Foy, 2011-01-15 Highlights our medical
achievements and the lives of key figures that helped it all come to fruition.
  ben carson s gifted hands: Think Big Ben Carson, Benjamin S. Carson, Sr., Cecil Murphey,
2005 A pediatric neurosurgeon offers his philosophy on life and success.
  ben carson s gifted hands: Historical Dictionary of African American Cinema S. Torriano
Berry, Venise T. Berry, 2015-05-07 As early as 1909, African Americans were utilizing the new
medium of cinema to catalogue the world around them, using the film camera as a device to capture
their lives and their history. The daunting subject of race and ethnicity permeated life in America at
the turn of the twentieth century and due to the effect of certain early films, specific television
images, and an often-biased news media, it still plagues us today. As new technologies bring the
power of the moving image to the masses, African Americans will shoot and edit on laptop
computers and share their stories with a global audience via the World Wide Web. These
independently produced visions will add to the diverse cache of African American images being
displayed on an ever-expanding silver screen. This wide range of stories, topics, views, and genres
will finally give the world a glimpse of African American life that has long been ignored and has yet
to be seen. This second edition of Historical Dictionary of African American Cinema covers its
history through a chronology, an introductory essay, appendixes, and an extensive bibliography. The
dictionary section has over 1400 cross-referenced entries on actors, actresses, movies, producers,
organizations, awards, and terminology, this book provides a better understanding of the role
African Americans played in film history. This book is an excellent access point for students,
researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about African American cinema.
  ben carson s gifted hands: The Crisis , 2006-07 The Crisis, founded by W.E.B. Du Bois as the
official publication of the NAACP, is a journal of civil rights, history, politics, and culture and seeks
to educate and challenge its readers about issues that continue to plague African Americans and
other communities of color. For nearly 100 years, The Crisis has been the magazine of opinion and
thought leaders, decision makers, peacemakers and justice seekers. It has chronicled, informed,
educated, entertained and, in many instances, set the economic, political and social agenda for our



nation and its multi-ethnic citizens.
  ben carson s gifted hands: Action Research for Kids Amanda O. Latz, Cheryll Adams,
2021-09-03 Action Research for Kids provides teachers with comprehensive, creative, and hands-on
units to engage students in action research. Students will benefit from learning about quantitative
and qualitative research practices that can make a real difference in their lives and those within
their communities. Within this text, teachers can select a lesson or use whole units as students
explore research methods such as survey research, experimental research, life history, and
photovoice in fun lessons that ask them to create a library wish list, interview people in their
communities, lobby for cookies in the cafeteria, and experiment with preservatives. Each lesson
comes with detailed instructions and ideas for differentiation. Grades 5-8
  ben carson s gifted hands: Reconstructing Lives Nanthalia W. McJamerson, Ph. D.,
2016-02-11 This author is onto something groundbreaking by combining literature, counseling,
education and critical thinking. Dr. Jean Kerney, Educational Consultant Chillicothe, Ohio The
students and I experienced shocking revelations as they researched their selected celebrities. As an
Instructor, I saw students were excited about learning that each celebrity they chose had a story
which inspired drive to reach their glory. Students had taken it at face value that these people's lives
were always perfect. Secondly, I think this curriculum project gave students' much needed advice.
Advice impacts differently when it comes from someone you idolize. [It] gave these freshmen ideas
of how to handle college and how to navigate issues in their lives…Most importantly, this project
allowed students to exhale; they now know whatever their struggles, they are not alone. Dr. Jessie
Broussard, Researcher and Instructor University of Louisiana – Lafayette When I was introduced to
the Reconstructing Lives Project, I was delighted to have a new way to assess my students'
comprehension of [teaching] theories…Teacher candidates thought the theories were boring;
however, they eventually found that connecting theories to their icons-and later to themselves-was
meaningful. The majority of my students felt the redemption that it brought them…They didn't write
it all in their papers; rather they came to my office and explained what the project meant to them
personally…What surprised me most in 10+ years of using the Project was the fact that it was not
only a measure of student learning but also a measure of how much I could teach them about theory,
about my life and about their own life success. Dr. Felicie Barnes, Professor of Education (Retired)
Grambling State University Companion Workbook available at www.amazon.com RE-MAKE AN
ICON SO YOU CAN PRODUCE ONE
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